
TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S ZOOM MEETING 

 

September 28, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

  
The public is invited to attend/join this meeting from your computer, phone or tablet. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84620691372?pwd=UTBBNUUxRVc0Y2cvRmFVYVNic2ZrUT09 

 

Dial by Phone:  1-646-558-8656 

 

Meeting ID: 846 2069 1372 

Passcode: 422612 

 

Please mute your microphone unless you are speaking or want to speak. Inappropriate comments and/or 

disruptive behavior will result in immediate dismissal. 

 

Call Meeting to Order: Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 

Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order concerning imposition on strict limitations on 

the number of people that may gather in one place, meetings of the Northbridge Board of Selectmen will be conducted via 

remote participation to the greatest extent possible.  No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, 

but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order. 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

II. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

III. APPOINTMENTS/By the Town Manager: 

A. 1) Jeanne White, Outreach Worker Senior Center 

2) John D’Agostino, Asst. Plumbing and Gas Inspector 

3) Jeffrey Grenier, Asst. Electrical Inspector 

B. APPOINTMENTS/By the Board of Selectmen: 

1)  MBTA Advisory Board / Designee to attend meetings  

 
IV. CITIZENS' COMMENTS/INPUT 

 

V. DECISIONS:  

C. NSTAR GAS COMPANY, dba Eversource Energy/Request permission to locate, erect and maintain a gas 

telemeter adjacent to an existing utility pole together with appurtenances thereto, and together with such 

sustaining and protecting fixtures as said Petitioner may deem necessary to be owned and used by Petitioner, in 

the following public way or ways:  North Main Street - Plan No. D190-30.03-C01, dated July 18, 2019.   Present:  

Eric Bosworth, Project Engineer (Eversource) and James Shuris, DPW Director 

 

D. South Middlesex Non-Profit Housing Corporation – Consent to Encumber and Subordination of Liens 

 Present:  James Hanrahan, Bowditch [jhanrahan@bowditch.com] 

 1) 33-43 Overlook Street, Whitinsville, MA     and  2) 25-35 C Street, Whitinsville, MA 

E. Reserved Parking on Church Street - Curb-side pick-up for Valley Café and Peg’s Diner/Present:  Paulette Ruth 

F. Pine Grove Cemetery Deed/Gerald Lee Gaudette [Lot No. 15B, single grave, Meadow Path] 

 

VI. DISCUSSIONS: 

G. Northbridge Public Schools – Reopening / Present:  Amy McKinstry, Superintendent 

H. Renaming of the Northbridge Senior Center/Present:  Kelly Bol, Senior Center Director 

I. Shared Streets Project (Linwood Avenue)/Present: Jim Shuris, DPW Dir. and Erin Reed, HSH   

mailto:jhanrahan@bowditch.com


J. Verizon FIOS – Response concerning deployment of FIOS (cable) services in Northbridge 

 

VII. TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT 

 

VIII. SELECTMEN'S CONCERNS  

     

IX. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA  

 

X. CORRESPONDENCE  

 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Town Clerk:  2 Hard copies □ 

Web: Post time-stamped copy □ 
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4811-9839-9433.2 

CONSENT TO ENCUMBER and SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 

The TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE, a Massachusetts municipal corporation (the “Town”), 
present holder of a Certificate Not to Encumber (the “Certificate Not to Encumber”) from SOUTH 
MIDDLESEX NON-PROFIT HOUSING CORPORATION (the “Corporation”) dated July 9, 2007 
and recorded with the Worcester Registry of Deeds (the “Registry”) in Book 41690, Page 1, as amended 
by an Amendment to Certificate Not to Encumber (the “Amendment to Certificate Not to Encumber”) 
dated October 11, 2007 and recorded with the Registry in Book 42029, Page 82 (the Certificate Not to 
Encumber and Amendment to Certificate Not to Encumber are hereinafter collectively referred to as the 
“Certificates”) encumbering that certain property known and numbered as 33-43 Overlook Street, 
Northbridge, Massachusetts (the “Premises”), for mutual consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which is hereby acknowledged, subordinates the Certificates and the obligations secured thereby to a 
mortgage covering the Premises given by SMNPHC to MIDDLESEX SAVINGS BANK dated 
September ____, 2020 (the “Middlesex Mortgage”) recorded with the Registry in Book ______, Page 
____, to the same extent as if the Middlesex Mortgage had been executed and recorded before the 
execution and recording of the Certificates. Further, the Town hereby consents to the Property being 
encumbered by the Middlesex Mortgage. 

[Signature pages to follow] 
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4811-9839-9433.2 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Town of Northbridge, South Middlesex Non-Profit Housing 
Corporation and Middlesex Savings Bank have caused their corporate seals to be hereto affixed and these 
presents to be signed, acknowledged and delivered in their name and behalf by the undersigned signatory, 
duly authorized, this ____ day of _______________, 2020. 

TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE   

By:  
Name:  
Its: Chairman, Board of Selectmen  

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Worcester, ss.  

On this ___ day of __________ 2020, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally appeared the above 
Chairman of the Town of Northbridge Board of Selectmen, who proved to me through satisfactory evidence 
of identification, which was  photographic identification with signature issued by a federal or state 
governmental agency,  oath or affirmation of a credible witness,  personal knowledge of the undersigned, 
to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document(s), and acknowledged to me that 
they signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose.  

(official seal) 

Notary Public
My commission expires:

[Signatures continue on following page] 



4811-9839-9433.2 

MIDDLESEX SAVINGS BANK SOUTH MIDDLESEX NON-
PROFIT HOUSING CORPORATION 

By: __________________________   By:   ___________________ 
Name: ________________________   Name: James T. Cuddy
Its:   _________________________  Its: Executive Director 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Middlesex, ss.  

On this  day of ______________ 2020, before me, the undersigned notary public, 
personally appeared ________________________, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of 
identification, which was  photographic identification with signature issued by a federal or state 
governmental agency,  oath or affirmation of a credible witness,  personal knowledge of the 
undersigned, to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document(s), and 
acknowledged to me that s/he signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose as ________________ of 
Middlesex Savings Bank.  

(official seal) 

Notary Public
My commission expires:

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Middlesex, ss.  

On this  day of ______ 2020, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 
appeared James T. Cuddy, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which 
was  photographic identification with signature issued by a federal or state governmental 
agency,  oath or affirmation of a credible witness,  personal knowledge of the undersigned, 
to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document(s), and 
acknowledged to me that he signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose as Executive Director of 
South Middlesex Non-Profit Housing Corporation. 

(official seal) 

Notary Public
My commission expires: 



4821-5266-9129.2 

CONSENT TO ENCUMBER and SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 

The TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE, a Massachusetts municipal corporation (the “Town”), 
present holder of a Certificate Not to Encumber (the “Certificate Not to Encumber”) from SOUTH 
MIDDLESEX NON-PROFIT HOUSING CORPORATION (the “Corporation”) dated June 27, 2006 
and recorded with the Worcester Registry of Deeds (the “Registry”) in Book 39365, Page 300, as 
amended by an Amendment to Certificate Not to Encumber (the “Amendment to Certificate Not to 
Encumber”) dated July 9, 2007 and recorded with the Registry in Book 41505, Page 135 (the Certificate 
Not to Encumber and Amendment to Certificate Not to Encumber are hereinafter collectively referred to 
as the “Certificates”) encumbering that certain property known and numbered as 25-35 C Street, 
Northbridge, Massachusetts (the “Premises”), for mutual consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which is hereby acknowledged, subordinates the Certificates and the obligations secured thereby to a 
mortgage covering the Premises given by SMNPHC to MIDDLESEX SAVINGS BANK dated 
September ____, 2020 (the “Middlesex Mortgage”) recorded with the Registry in Book ______, Page 
____, to the same extent as if the Middlesex Mortgage had been executed and recorded before the 
execution and recording of the Certificates. Further, the Town hereby consents to the Property being 
encumbered by the Middlesex Mortgage. 

[Signature pages to follow] 
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4821-5266-9129.2 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Town of Northbridge, South Middlesex Non-Profit Housing 
Corporation and Middlesex Savings Bank have caused their corporate seals to be hereto affixed and these 
presents to be signed, acknowledged and delivered in their name and behalf by the undersigned signatory, 
duly authorized, this ____ day of _______________, 2017. 

TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE   

By:  
Name:  
Its: Chairman, Board of Selectmen  

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Worcester, ss.  

On this ___ day of __________ 2020, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally appeared the 
Chairman of the Town of Northbridge Board of Selectmen, and proved to me through satisfactory evidence 
of identification, which was  photographic identification with signature issued by a federal or state 
governmental agency,  oath or affirmation of a credible witness,  personal knowledge of the undersigned, 
to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document(s), and acknowledged to me that 
they signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose.  

(official seal) 

Notary Public
My commission expires:

[Signatures continue on following page] 
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4821-5266-9129.2 

MIDDLESEX SAVINGS BANK SOUTH MIDDLESEX NON-
PROFIT HOUSING CORPORATION 

By: __________________________   By:   ___________________ 
Name: ________________________   Name: James T. Cuddy
Its:   _________________________  Its: Executive Director 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Middlesex, ss.  

On this  day of ______________ 2020, before me, the undersigned notary public, 
personally appeared ________________________, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of 
identification, which was  photographic identification with signature issued by a federal or state 
governmental agency,  oath or affirmation of a credible witness,  personal knowledge of the 
undersigned, to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document(s), and 
acknowledged to me that s/he signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose as ________________ of 
Middlesex Savings Bank.  

(official seal) 

Notary Public
My commission expires:

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Middlesex, ss.  

On this  day of ______ 2020, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 
appeared James T. Cuddy, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which 
was  photographic identification with signature issued by a federal or state governmental 
agency,  oath or affirmation of a credible witness,  personal knowledge of the undersigned, 
to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document(s), and 
acknowledged to me that he signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose as Executive Director of 
South Middlesex Non-Profit Housing Corporation. 

(official seal) 

Notary Public
My commission expires: 



 

September 22, 2020 

 

Re:  Curbside Pickup 

 

Dear Selectmen; 

 

As you know, the Covid Pandemic has hit small businesses especially 

hard.  On behalf of The Valley Café and Peg’s Diner, I am requesting an 

area on Church Street be designated as a “Pick Up Only” spot to help 

our take out business.  With limited seating and cold weather 

approaching, we will need to rely heavily on our take out business to 

stay viable.  I have included pictures on the spot on the east side of 

Church St. in front of the Café and Diner.  There is already a crossing 

sign in front of the space and we will pay for a sign below  that says 

“Pick Up Only” 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paulette & Jeff Ruth, Valley Café 

Jim Gagnon, Peg’s Diner 

E.







F.



NORTHBRIDGE COA 
presents

Name Change for the 
Senior Center

H.



BLACKSTONE RIVER CANAL

As it traverses its 45 mile route from Worcester 
mass to Providence RI, the Blackstone River 
descends 451 ½ feet, releasing energy with every 
inch as it drops.  In the 1790’s entrepreneurs 
sought to harness the river’s energy, initially 
establishing mills to spin cotton thread and using 
the river to power the machinery.  With the 
multiplication of spinning mills in the Blackstone 
Valley, farmlands were pushed back, and eventually 
the village emerged as a model of social 
organization. Although the manufacturing 
revolution worked its way through the valley in the 
first decades of the 18th century, the rapids and 
falls of the Blackstone conspired against the 
budding industrialists.  Trade patterns did not move 
along the river as it was too difficult to transport 
goods upon it.  The Blackstone Mill owners looked 
to the construction of a canal to speed the 
movement of raw materials and finished goods, 
AND to lower the cost of freight.  It wasn’t until 
1796 that the idea of building a canal to improve 
north‐south transportation thought the valley was 
first raised.  The merchants of Boston side tracked 
the idea though, fearing that the Worcester‐
Providence trade route would not be in their best 
interest.  In 1828 the canal was completed, 
connecting Worcester to providence as well as the 
numerous villages throughout the Blackstone 
Valley.  Although the canal era was short lived it 
bonded the mill villages with the economic centers 
of the Worcester and Providence and the course of 
the canal furnished the route for the next 
technology, the railroad.





PLUMMER’S LANDING
Lock #25—The Whitinsville Lock of the Blackstone 
Canal is part of the bridge on Church Street extension 
where the road crosses the canal.  This area, which is 
named for the landowner and businessman who 
owned the land throughout most of the 19th century: 
Israel Plummer
Israel Plummer was the eldest of eleven children, born 
to Ebenezer and Pamela Plummer in Thompson, CT, in 
1810 (Could not find how or when he arrived in 
Northbridge)
In 1836, Israel Plummer, a young, enterprising—and 
subsequently successful businessman built a store 
beside a boat basin and dock in the area known then 
as Intervale—to us, Plummer’s Landing.  
Approximately mid‐way on the canal between 
Worcester and Providence, Plummer’s Landing became 
an important commercial center, receiving 
manufactured goods from the cities and mill villages 
and agricultural products from the rural countryside.  
Goods shipped from Plummer’s landing included 
textiles, lumber, wood shingles, cut stone and 
machinery. Israel Plummer was one of the largest users 
of the canal in the Blackstone Valley and when the 
canal era ended in 1848, the enterprising businessman 
opened a depot and shipped goods on the Worcester 
and Providence Railroad.  Aside from Paul Whitin and 
sons, Israel Plummer was one of the largest taxpayers 
in town. His holdings included 10 acres in the Intervale
area, Plummer Granite Co., one engine, tools, three 
houses, the depot, a store to barns, and 50 acres of 
land (taxes paid in 1847‐‐$11,050)





Unfortunately, I was unable to find any kind of picture or likeness of 
Israel Plummer.  However in the March 4, 1981 edition of the 
Blackstone Valley Tribune,  Alice Hall, a resident of Upton, who 
personally knew Israel Plummer, described him as being “a tall, 
commanding figure with a ruddy complexion and white side 
whiskers. He wore a cape-coat in winter and frequently a high silk 
hat.  He also carries a gold-headed cane.”  (Sounds like quite the 
19th century gentleman ~ photo resemblance only)
Israel Plummer was described as a leader in social and civic affairs.  
He was a faithful member and participant of the Worcester Musical 
Association; and he served as a director for many years.  He often 
gave Temperance lectures, which were quite popular at that time.  
He served as a town official for many years.  According to Town 
Meeting Reports from 1836-1880,   Israel had served for 41 years, 
holding no fewer than 58 town government positions (sometimes 3 
or 4 at the same time).  His first position, in 1836, he was the 
Measurer of Wood, a role he served in for many years.  He was the 
Sealer of Weights & Measures.  Served on the School Committee 
and was a Highway Surveyor.  (Jim & Jaime would love to know 
there were ELEVEN Highway Surveyors appointed each year 
throughout the 1850’s) 



At two different times, Israel served as Assessor.  In 1851 he was the Viewer of 
Fences and served as a Selectman at four different times: 1839, 1848, 1853 and 
1854.  He was on the list of Jurors from 1851‐1877.  By 1877, it appears Israel 
stepped away from town service.  Yet he did compose a writing of the first history 
of the Blackstone Canal, which he delivered to the Worcester Society of Antiquity 
in 1878.  After the death of his wife in 1875, Israel moved to his daughter, Sarah 
Knowlton’s home in Upton, where he later died in 1888. 

 



The Northbridge Senior Center is presently located in the former 
Plummer School 1921-1982.  Interestingly, this building is not the first 
Plummer School.  The original school was located at the site of the old 
Plummer Depot, down near the railroad.  The “new” Plummer School 
was initially built as a two classroom school, expanded to six classrooms 
(two on the first level and four on the second floor). 





‘Pal’, the Highland Street 
neighborhood dog, would 
visit the students daily.

Photo courtesy of Carol Browuer



Shortly after its closing, with funding from the Town, grants awarded and assistance 
from FINE (Friends of Northbridge Elders), students from BVT (Blackstone Valley Tech) 
renovated the building.  In 1985 the Northbridge Senior center relocated from the 
small storefront on Church Street to the present location at 20 Highland Street.  

At the August 18, 2020  Council on Aging meeting, the Board voted unanimously to 
rename our building:  

Plummer Place – Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

Tonight, on behalf the COA Board, Staff and FINE, we are asking for your 
support and approval of this name change.



In closing,  I would  like  to send sincere  thanks  to  those who helped  in my
research: 

1. Kelly Bol, who gave me the project to research 
2. Linda Zywien, Town Clerk  for allowing me  to  comb  through  the old

books 
3. Carol Browuer for sharing her old family photos 
4. The Worcester Antiquities Museum 
5. Jeanne Hebert at the Chamber of Commerce 
6. Bruce Frieswick who suggested we remember Israel Plummer 

A sincere THANK YOU to all 

Respectively submitted, 

Jean Mistretta  

Jean Mistretta, COA Chairman 



Trivia:

 In 1870’s, two of the programs taught in the schools were 
manners and morals

 In 1888, Northbridge had 15 schools with 26 teachers : 25 
female and 1 male – the average salary for male teachers was 
$120/month while female teachers earned $45.67/month ( I 
sincerely hope we have made progress since then)

 Most children did not say in school past the age of 14 ( I know 
we have improved in this area)



Linwood Ave Shared Streets 

Improvements

Presented by

Erin Reed and Steven Tyler, P.E., HSH

Jim Shuris, P.E., Town of Northbridge 

Presented to

Northbridge Board of Selectmen

September 28, 2020

I.



Timeline of Work

▪ Linwood Avenue Schools Traffic 

and Circulation Study

• March 2020

▪ Shared Streets Grant Opportunity

• August - October 2020

▪ Complete Streets Tier 3 Grant

• Applications Due November 2020



Linwood Avenue Schools - Traffic/Circulation Study

▪ March 2020

• Northbridge Middle School 

• Arrival/Dismissal

• Parking Occupancy

• Whitinsville Christian School

• Arrival/Dismissal

• Parking Occupancy

• Northbridge High School

• Parking Occupancy

▪ Linwood Ave Congestion

▪ Parking Lot Underutilized for 

Drop-off/Pick-up

▪ Linwood Ave Parking Lot

• 101 Spots

• 47% Occupancy



MassDOT Shared Streets Grant Program 

▪ Response to COVID-19

▪ Quick/Build Launch Program

▪ $5,000-$300,000 Grants

▪ Pilots for Permanence 

• Projects that show strong potential 

to be made permanent

▪ Shared Streets and Spaces

• Supporting increased rates of 

walking and/or biking by increasing 

safety and enabling social distancing

▪ Safe Routes to School

• Creating safe routes to schools (and 

childcare and programs for children 

and youth), including safer walking 

and biking networks with lowered 

vehicle speeds



Shared Streets Implementation 

• Drop-off area

• Temporary sidewalk 

• Crosswalk improvements

• Two (2) new ADA-accessible parking spaces

• New entrance and egress patterns

• New signage



MassDOT Complete Streets Program Tier 3

▪ Projects Identified on Complete 

Streets Prioritization List

▪ Permanent Sidewalk on Linwood 

Avenue across from the Middle 

School

▪ Sidewalk Connection to Mumford 

Riverwalk

▪ Curb Ramp Improvements

▪ Crosswalk Improvements at 

Cross Street and Linwood Avenue

▪ Application Due November 2nd

▪ Permanent Complete Streets 

Design in 2021*

• * If awarded grant



Contact Information

▪ Jim Shuris, P.E., MBA

• jshuris@northbridgemass.org

▪ Erin Reed

• ereed@hshassoc.com

▪ Christopher Malsch, P.E.

• cmalsch@hshassoc.com

▪ Steven Tyler, P.E.

• styler@hshassoc.com

mailto:jshuris@northbridgemass.org
mailto:ereed@hshassoc.com
mailto:cmalsch@hshassoc.com
mailto:ereed@hshassoc.com
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