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Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2014
Joy Anderson, Bill Dausey, Gerry Ouillette, Andrew Chagnon and Justin Arbuckle were present.  Jeremy Deorsey was absent.  Barbara Kinney, Administrative Assistant was also present.

Mr. Arbuckle opened the meeting at 7:03PM.
Citizen’s Forum

None
West End Dairy / Creamery – Discussion
Greg VandenAkker was present.  Mr. Arbuckle explained that when work is done and Mr. VandenAkker does not call the Conservation Commission (NCC) office to let us know that he is doing work and other residents contact the office, the NCC needs to treat it as a complaint.  Most times it proves to be within the agricultural exemption and this discussion is to try to figure out how to keep everyone notified so everyone’s time is not wasted.

Mr. VandenAkker explained that brush clearing can be a year round activity.  There is also Spring field cleaning, but he cannot set a schedule because it is a working farm and things come up on a daily basis.  Mr. Arbuckle stated that if Mr. VandenAkker knows of things that he will be doing and can give the NCC advance notice it would be helpful.  Mr. VandenAkker stated that he will if he can.

Mr. Chagnon said if a procedure for notification cannot be implemented, then we will keep having the same problems.  If any calls are received and the NCC is already aware of the work being done they can respond that they are aware of the work, it has been reviewed and is allowed.  Mr. VandenAkker stated that the work done earlier this year was within the regulations of the agricultural exemptions for farms and he is happy to give advance notice if he can.  Mr. Chagnon stated that the he believes that the same agricultural exemption document also provides for a yearly maintenance plan.  The NCC will double check on this and if so, will require Mr. VandenAkker to provide the plan to the best of his ability.
Mr. VandenAkker stated that he met with Mr. Dausey at the site on August 4, 2014 and reviewed the taking down of trees and the piping of the drainage, and that Mr. Dausey had advised that he will need to take this to the NCC closer to the time of the proposed cutting.  Mr. VandenAkker then said the site visit for the drainage was not needed because it was already approved when Wyatt Mills was on the NCC.  Per the NCC, the cutting of trees is not within the agricultural exemption.  Long term projects should be reported so we aren’t wasting everyone’s time.  The NCC explained to Mr. VandenAkker that even small projects can become large problems if he doesn’t report that the work is being done.  Mr. Chagnon stated that if the NCC office is contacted, the NCC must review / respond.  If they are aware of the work, then the response will be much quicker.  Mr. Chagnon went on to say that it would be helpful for the NCC to have a long term maintenance plan at the office for West End Dairy / Creamery.  Even any advance notice would be beneficial.  Otherwise, when the complaint comes in, the NCC must have Mr. VandenAkker stop the work and the NCC must then determine if it is in the agricultural exemption.  Mr. Arbuckle stated that the NCC just needs to know what clear concise work will be done so when the complaint comes in, the NCC can tell the complainant that the NCC is aware of the work and it is within the agricultural exemption because the NCC has already reviewed the proposed work.  Mr. VandenAkker agreed to do his best to inform the NCC of the work to be done.
Howard Fease, 248 Purgatory Road, stated that he has a document from the Supreme Court and he will provide the NCC with a copy.  According to Mr. Fease, it states that he is the owner of Burdon Dam and can flood three acres of Mr. VandenAkker’s property.  Mr. Arbuckle told Mr. Fease that this would be reviewed once the NCC receives a copy of the document.

Mr. VandenAkker then asked for an update on Mr. Fease’s enforcement action.  Mr. Arbuckle explained that Mr. Fease has not been in violation since the enforcement order was issued.  The sluice gate is closed and no further action is necessary at this time.  Mr. VandenAkker then commented what’s the point?  It’s been five years and Mr. Fease never got any permits and nothing has been done to correct / enforce these infractions.
Old / New Business

Whitinsville Golf Club – Take Down Trees Along Water

Mike Hughes and Mark Auclair of Whitinsville Golf Club explained that the NCC visited the site this past spring.  They are now ready to proceed with their plans as it is the end of the fiscal year.  The whole area is wet and they wish to dry it out by cutting some trees.  The river stays about the same height year round.  It is low now because of the drought.  The saplings have grown large.  They are having problems with site lines and underbrush.  They submitted documents outlining what they wish to do.  There is one large maple tree indicated with the blue line in the documents that will be pruned up but not cut down.
The NCC does not see any problems with the proposed work.  Everything will be cleaned up, raked out, etc.   The original proposal was for 10 trees and now that has grown to 25 per Mr. Arbuckle.  However, most are 4 inch saplings.  Only 6 trees are 12 inches or more.  Mr. Arbuckle wanted to make sure that it will be only a minor effect on the resource area.  Mostly it will affect the golf course.  Mr. Chagnon wanted them to confirm that the work can be done and the final product will be without a negative impact to the resource area.  The NCC could approve or require the applicant to come back with a further filing.  Mr. Arbuckle observed at the site visit that the trees are easily accessible from the cart path.
The Golf Club is having turf problems on the golf course; they need sunlight and air flow to dry out that section of the golf course.  The turf stays wet and dies.  Mr. Hughes said that they could leave the stumps if that is preferable to the NCC.  They will pull the debris to the cart path and remove it.
The NCC is fine with them moving ahead but the NCC must be notified when the work will begin so they can visit the site if they wish.  The NCC then explained the RDA and NOI process to the Whitinsville Golf Club.
(248-599) Osterman Commerce Park (Medical Building) – Discussion

Mr. Chagnon would normally recuse himself from this project.  Ms. Anderson visited the site again before this meeting and stated that the erosion controls have been installed around the dirt pile and the exposed disturbed area.  The rear bank has erosion controls in place.  The permanent markers have not been installed.
Eric Bazzett of Heritage Design Group stated that they just re-hydroseeded the bank.  Mr. Arbuckle stated that the last concern is the wetland markers and explained that there was some discussion of using sonotubes so they could be installed before this meeting.  However, he was not comfortable with just making this decision outright.  The NCC agrees that the markers should be the standard ones.  Mr. Bazzett stated that they have been ordered.
Mr. Arbuckle voiced a concern that if the NCC signs off then there is no guarantee that the markers would be put in place.  There was some discussion about putting a bond in place.  However, the COC would only be a PARTIAL so the Order of Conditions (OOC) would still be open.  The NCC discussed how to proceed.  It is a medical facility so the State is requiring that they have a permanent occupancy permit before they open for business.  Mr. Arbuckle commented that this is also a multi-phase project.  A bond would be okay or a partial COC with stipulations that the permanent markers must be installed before the next phase of the project.  The NCC, HDG and the owner all agree with the partial COC with the stipulations.  They will notify the NCC when the markers are going in.  The Partial COC document was already drafted so the NCC signed off.
Enforcement Actions

None
Minutes

August 20, 2014 Executive Session
Motion made by Mr. Dausey and seconded by Mr. Ouillette.  The NCC voted 4-0-1 (Ms. Anderson abstained) to approve but not release the executive session minutes of August 20, 2014 as written.
Other
The NCC members present performed administrative tasks (signed Orders, etc.) that were needed.

Motion made by Mr. Chagnon and seconded by Mr. Ouillette.  The NCC voted 5-0 to adjourn the meeting on or about 8:06PM.

Executive Session

MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21, #3 Litigation

Nothing for executive session at this meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
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