
 

1 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING 

 

June 13, 2022 

 

A meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order by Chairman Ampagoomian at 7:00 PM, 

Northbridge Town Hall, 7 Main Street, Whitinsville, MA. Board Members Present: Ampagoomian, 

Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. Also Present: Adam D. Gaudette, Town Manager. Selectman Collins is absent, 

and it is duly noted. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES/None 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/7:00 PM: 1) Slum & Blight Inventory Report - New Village & Rockdale  

Neighborhoods/Present: Tiffany Menard & Ted Harvey, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 

(Consultant); and 2) Vote to accept [if ready]. A motion/Mr. Melia, seconded/Mrs. Cannon to open the 

public hearing. Vote yes/Board members: Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. Chairman 

Ampagoomian read aloud the public hearing notice. Mr. Bechtholdt noted that the notification and posting 

requirements have been satisfied for the meeting. Mr. Harvey explained that they put together a report on 

the two neighborhoods of focus. The report is a piece of future CBDG applications. Ms. Menard explained 

that she and other members of PVPC have been conducting field work in the New Village and Rockdale 

neighborhoods, which consisted of going parcel by parcel taking inventory of property structures as well 

as the infrastructure such as lighting, sidewalks, drainage, etc.  Each of the structures were then given a 

rating of good, fair or poor. He mentioned that there is Community Development Block Grant funding that 

is made available through the Federal Government (HUD) and down through the Department of Housing 

Community Development. Northbridge is eligible for competitive grants that come out every year. He 

added, for a grant to be eligible it must meet two potential objectives; one of which is to assist low to 

moderate income neighborhoods and the second is to assist in the prevention of slum and blight. Mr. Harvey 

noted that this is a designation only for Community Development Block Grants, and it is a ten-year 

designation. Tonight, they are before the Board asking the Selectboard to sign off on the two designations. 

After the Selectmen accept the designations, it would then be sent to the Department of Housing & 

Community Development for review. Selectman Melia asked what the estimated amount is for grants. 

Town Manager Gaudette replied that he believed the maximum is $800,000, which is competitive and 

would also need to factor in administration costs. Chairman Ampagoomian asked about boarded up and 

abandoned buildings and what could be done with them. Mr. Gaudette felt that this project should focus 

more on building up infrastructure to get more use of the funds rather than pay for the demolition costs. He 

also said there are other ways through CBDG funding that you could go about demolition. Lee Gaudette, 

Chair of the Northbridge Redevelopment Authority, stated that they are looking forward to coordinating 

with other Board and Committees on this process should the Board vote to approve the report. A motion/Mr. 

Melia, seconded/Mrs. Cannon to close the public hearing. Vote yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and 

Paulhus. A motion/Mrs. Cannon, seconded/Mr. Melia to certify that the designated NEW VILLAGE 

TARGET AREA is in disrepair with recognizable and patterned disinvestment. As such, the area meets the 

Commonwealth’s definition of substandard, blighted, or decadent areas as stated in Massachusetts General 

Law Chapter 121A and 121B. Vote yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. A motion/Mr. Melia, 

seconded/Mrs. Cannon certify that the designated ROCKDALE TARGET AREA is in disrepair with 

recognizable and patterned disinvestment. As such, the area meets the Commonwealth’s definition of 

substandard, blighted, or decadent areas as stated in Massachusetts General Law Chapter 121A and 121B. 

Vote yes/ Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 
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RESIGNATIONS: Christopher Allen, Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee/Vote to 

accept. A motion/Mr. Melia, seconded/Mrs. Cannon to accept Mr. Allen’s letter of resignation and send a 

letter of appreciation. Vote yes/ Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

CITIZENS' COMMENTS/INPUT/None 

 

Northbridge Firefighters (IAFF Local 3338) / Application for a one-day weekday Entertainment 

License for a Fireworks event to be held from 6 PM to 10 PM on Saturday, July 16, 2022 at Lasell 

Field (Middle School) / Present:  Anthony Genga, President Local 3338 and Event Organizer. Mr. 

Genga explained that he was looking to get the entertainment license for the fireworks display, where they 

will have live music, food trucks and business vendors from the local area. A motion/Mrs. Cannon, 

seconded/Mr. Melia to approve the above request for a one-day weekday Entertainment License for a 

Fireworks event to be held from 6 PM to 10 PM on Saturday, July 16, 2022 at Lasell Field (Middle School). 

Vote yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

Open Sky Community Services, 50 Douglas Road/Request to hang a banner across Church Street 

from Sunday, June 19, 2022 to Sunday, July 3, 2022 to advertise the Summer Concert Series. A 

motion/Mr. Melia, seconded/Mr. Paulhus to approve the above request to hang a banner across Church 

Street from Sunday, June 19, 2022 to Sunday, July 3, 2022 to advertise their Summer Concert Series. Vote 

yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

Town Clerk’s Office/Request to hang a banner across Church Street from Sunday, August 28, 2022 

to Sunday, September 11, 2022 to advertise the State Primary Election. A motion/Mrs. Cannon, 

seconded/Mr. Melia to approve the request to hang a banner across Church Street from Sunday, August 28, 

2022 to Sunday, September 11, 2022 to advertise the State Primary Election. Vote yes/Ampagoomian, 

Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

Safety Committee Meeting Minutes [May 18, 2022]/Vote to accept recommendations. A motion/Mr. 

Melia, seconded/Mr. Paulhus to take the Safety Committee Meeting minutes of May 18, 2022 under 

advisement as there are no recommendations. Vote yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

Rockdale Village Foundation / Vote to renew lease for a three-year term to expire June 30, 2025. 

Town Manager Gaudette noted that the Rockdale Village Foundation owns the parcel of land that the 

Legion ballfields are one and leases them to the Town of Northbridge.  A motion/Mr. Melia, seconded/Mrs. 

Cannon to renew the Rockdale Village Foundation lease for a three-year term to expire June 30, 2025. Vote 

yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

Pine Grove Cemetery Deed / Vote to approve the sale of Lot 33A [one grave - Locust Ave.] to Daniel 

P. Wheeler. A motion/Mrs. Cannon, seconded/Mr. Melia to approve the sale of Lot 33A [one grave - 

Locust Ave.] to Daniel P. Wheeler. Vote yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

250th Anniversary Committee/1) Request for a permit to parade in Whitinsville on Saturday, July 16, 

2022 as follows: Crescent Street @ NES →Lake Street →Left on Main Street →Bear left on Church 

Street →Right on Cross Street →Left on Linwood Avenue → End just after Whitinsville Christian 

School;  2) Request to close roads beginning at 9:00 AM along the above parade route as necessary. 

Selectman Cannon noted that the Committee met with Police Chief Labrie, Fire Chief White and Interim 

Highway Superintendent Luchini to discuss the parade route as well as the road closures. They agreed that 

there will be “No Parking” signs posted along Church Street the night before and the road will be shut down 

at 9 AM. They are hoping the parade will be completed by 11 AM. A letter will be sent to businesses so 

that they are aware of any parking restraints that will occur that day. Selectman Paulhus asked about road 

paving, and if it would be completed before the parade. Mr. Luchini advised that the contractor is not going 
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to go near the roads until after July 16th since they would not be able to guarantee completion. A motion/Mr. 

Melia, seconded/Mr. Paulhus to approve the 250th Anniversary Committee’s request to parade in 

Whitinsville on Saturday, July 16, 2022, and to close the roads beginning at 9:00 AM along the above 

parade route as necessary. Vote yes/Ampagoomian, Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT: 1) Key Meetings Attended: Monday, May 30, 2022 – Participated in 

the Town’s Memorial Day Ceremonies. Wednesday, June 1, 2022 – Met with Jamie L, Mike Proto (Parks 

and Rec), and Jon Charwick (Activitas) to discuss next steps with the Linwood Basketball Courts project. 

Chairman Ampagoomian asked if the Board would be given a presentation on the project. Town Manager 

Gaudette stated that they would but right now it is still in the beginning stages. Selectman Paulhus asked if 

there was a target date for a start. Town Manager Gaudette stated they plan is for a bid in late fall and the 

project to start in the Spring. Friday, June 3, 2022 – Conference Call with Town Counsel regarding Civil 

Service Promotional appeal. Saturday, June 3, 2022 – Participated in the NPD vs NFD Charity Softball 

game. Tuesday, June 7, 2022 – Met with Randy Swigor who is leaving Whitinsville Water Company for a 

position with MADEP. Wednesday, June 8, 2022 – Coordinated the agenda items for the BPCC Meeting. 

Thursday, June 9, 2022 – Fire Station Project – kick-off with General Contractor, Architect and OPM. 2) 

Fire Station Project:  The GC has been issued a Notice to Proceed now that the agreement has been 

finalized.  The kick-off meeting with the GC was held this past week on Thursday, June 9th. The BPCC will 

meet next week on Wednesday, June 15, 2022 to discuss next steps for the project. 3) Northbridge 

Elementary School Reuse Study:  The architect team from Abacus is performing initial due diligence and 

is beginning the market analysis.  The BPCC will meet with the Architect next week on Wednesday, June 

15, 2022 to hear the first presentation on the project. 4) Fire Department Radio Communications Study: 

Chief White and Chief Labrie are working with the firm CTA on the project which is on-going. 5) Fire 

Department Strategic Plan: The Fire Chief and staff continue to work with the consultant CPSM for this 

project which is on-going.  A draft has been prepared for the Chief to review. 6) American Rescue Plan 

Act (ARPA):  Now that the recommended Funding Project Plan has been approved, projects are able to 

move forward.  The Town Manager is putting together contracts with the non-profits and departments who 

will need to coordinate necessary procurements.  The Town has finalized agreements with Blackstone 

Valley Ed Hub and Family Continuity and is developing agreements for the Whitin Community Center 

projects. 

 

SELECTMEN'S CONCERNS: Selectman Melia/1) noted that he participated in the Memorial Day 

services and it was a nice day. He complimented Mr. Lessard on a job well done in organizing the event. 

2) questioned how far along the Bylaw Committee is. Selectman Cannon answered that they meet every 

two weeks and they are at the Playground and Recreation Committee, but they will need to go back and 

address other items. Selectman Melia requested they look into other town bylaws for graffiti removal on 

buildings. Selectman Cannon noted that she would look into that. Selectman Paulhus said he also attended 

the Memorial Day Parade and noted that it was great to see so many local groups and businesses participate 

and who are also looking forward to participating in the 250th Anniversary Parade. Selectman 

Ampagoomian/1) asked how far down paving would go outside of Plummers Corner. Mr. Luchini stated 

that they started outside of house number 209 and went to the beginning of the bridge deck. The intersection 

of Quaker and Church Extension will be torn up so that section of Mendon Road will as well. 2) asked 

about the problem with the water runoff in that area. Mr. Luchini explained that there is a plan in place to 

put in a filtration basin in that spot with a water chamber coming out of that basin to take on the water on 

the right as you are driving North and on the other side they plan to put in an asphalt flowline to keep the 

bleeding from the ledge contained.  There will also be a crown in the road to keep the water out of the lanes. 

3) asked if there was anything that could be done with the debris that has been left at the intersection of 

South Main and Providence Road. Mr. Luchini replied that he will look into it.  

 

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA/None 

CORRESPONDENCE/None 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION/None 

 

A motion/Mrs. Cannon, seconded/Mr. Melia to adjourn the public meeting. Vote yes/Ampagoomian, 

Cannon, Melia and Paulhus. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:37 PM 

 

 

  

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

         Russell D. Collins, Clerk  

 

 

/mjc 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTATION 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING - OPEN SESSION 

 

June 13, 2022  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES/None  

 

II. PUBLIC HEARING/7:00 PM: A. 1) Slum & Blight Inventory Report - New Village &  

Rockdale Neighborhoods/Present: Tiffany Menard & Ted Harvey, Pioneer Valley Planning 

Commission (Consultant) 2) Vote to accept [if ready] 

-Copy of Notice of Public Hearing  

-Copy of Memorandum regarding the Slum and Blight Inventory 

-Copy of Slum and Blight Inventory report 

-Copy of description of Slum and Blight designation 

-Copy of M.G.L regarding Slum and Blight 

  

III. RESIGNATIONS: B. Christopher Allen, Open Space and Recreation Plan Update  

Committee/Vote to accept 

-Copy of email notification of resignation 

 

IV. CITIZENS' COMMENTS/INPUT 

 

V. DECISIONS: 

C. Northbridge Firefighters (IAFF Local 3338) / Application for a one-day weekday 

Entertainment License for the Fireworks event to be held from 6 PM to 10 PM on Saturday, 

July 16, 2022 at Lasell Field (Middle School) / Present:  Anthony Genga, President Local 

3338 and Event Organizer 

 -Copy of email request for entertainment 

 

D. Open Sky Community Services, 50 Douglas Road/Request to hang a banner across 

Church Street from Sunday, June 19, 2022 to Sunday, July 3, 2022 to advertise their 

Summer Concert Series 

 -Copy of letter request to hang a banner  

 

E. Town Clerk’s Office/Request to hang a banner across Church Street from Sunday, 

August 28, 2022 to Sunday, September 11, 2022 to advertise the State Primary Election 

 -Copy of memo request to hang a banner 

 

F. Safety Committee Meeting Minutes [May 18, 2022]/Vote to accept recommendations  

 -Copy of Safety Committee Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2022 

 

G. Rockdale Village Foundation / Vote to renew lease for a three-year term to expire June 

30, 2025 

 -Copy of lease agreement with Rockdale Village Foundation 

 

H. Pine Grove Cemetery Deed / Vote to approve the sale of Lot 33A [one grave - Locust 

Ave.] to Daniel P. Wheeler 

 -Copy of deed  
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I. 250th Anniversary Committee/1) Request for a permit to parade in Whitinsville on 

Saturday, July 16, 2022 as follows: Crescent Street @ NES →Lake Street →Left on Main 

Street →Bear left on Church Street →Right on Cross Street →Left on Linwood Avenue → 

End just after Whitinsville Christian School;  2) Request to close roads beginning at 9:00 

AM along the above parade route as necessary 

 -Copy of email request to close the roads and parade  

 -Copy of approval from the Interim DPW Director and Chief of Police  

 

VI. DISCUSSIONS 

 

VII. TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT 

 

VIII. SELECTMEN'S CONCERNS 

 

IX. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 

 

X. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 


