CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS

§ 4-310.  Disability Commission.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 
A. Establishment. The Disability Commission consists of five members. (See MGL c. 40, § 8J.)   

B.
Mode of appointment. The members of the Disability Commission are appointed by the Board of Selectmen. A majority of the persons appointed shall consist of persons with disabilities; one member may be a member of the immediate family of a person with a disability, and one member shall be an employee of the Town. The Disability Commission may appoint two alternates.

C.
Authorities and responsibilities. The Disability Commission researches local problems of people with disabilities, advise and assist municipal officials and employees in ensuring compliance with state and federal laws and regulations that affect people with disabilities, coordinate or carry out programs designed to meet the problems of people with disabilities in coordination with programs of the Massachusetts Office on Disability, review and make recommendations about policies, procedures, services, activities and facilities of departments and boards of the town as they affect people with disabilities, provide information, referrals, guidance and technical assistance to individuals, public agencies, businesses and organizations in all matters pertaining to disability, and coordinate the activities of other local groups organized for similar purposes. The Commission may draft rules and regulations concerning disabled persons' needs and issues, for adoption by the Town Manager and Board of Selectmen. The Commission may receive gifts of property, both real and personal, in the name of the Town, subject to approval of the Board of Selectmen, such gifts to be managed and controlled by the Commission. The Disability Commission is an advisory and ministerial body of the Town.   

D.
Interrelationships.   

(1)
Board of Selectmen: The Disability Commission consults with the Board of Selectmen to advise it on policies designed to meet the needs of the disabled and keep it informed of new developments in state and federal laws and regulations relating to the disabled.   

(2)
Town Manager: The Disability Commission consults with the Town Manager to ensure that town programs and activities, as well as facilities, serve the disabled, and come into compliance with state and federal standards. The Commission receives administrative support through the Town Manager.   

(3)
Other town agencies: The Disability Commission interacts with the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Historical Commission, Building, Planning and Construction Committee, Northbridge Housing Authority, and others as necessary, or needed, to assure compliance with relevant laws, rules and regulations concerning disabled persons.
