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PREFACE

  The Town of Northbridge was removed from Uxbridge on July 14, 1772, and established as a
district. Subsequently, on August 23, 1775, by general act, it became a town. Located some 46
miles southwest of Boston, the town was, at various times, a leading manufacturer of cotton
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goods, boots and shoes, lumber, leather and, with the Whitin Machine Works in Whitinsville,
industrial parts. The town has continued to expand, and today is a pleasant, vital community,
proud of its heritage and always looking to the future.

  The Town of Northbridge has, over the years, passed through a process of legislative change
common to many American communities. While only a few simple laws were necessary at the
time of the establishment of the town, subsequent growth of the community, together with the
complexity of modern life, has created the need for new and more detailed legislation for the
proper function and government of the town. The recording of local law is an aspect of
municipal history, and as the community develops and changes, review and revision of old laws
and consideration of new laws, in the light of current trends, must keep pace. The orderly
collection of these records is an important step in this ever-continuing process. Legislation must
be more than mere chronological enactments reposing in the pages of old records. It must be
available and logically arranged for convenient use and must be kept up-to-date. It was with
thoughts such as these in mind that the following republication of the town's legislation was
ordered.

Contents of Code

  The various chapters of the Code contain all currently effective legislation of a general and
permanent nature enacted by the Town Meeting, the Board of Selectmen, the Planning Board
and the Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge, as well as certain rules, regulations and/or
bylaws adopted by various boards, commissions, departments and/or agencies, which were
deemed to be general and permanent in nature and appropriate for inclusion in the volume. The
organization of the Code as originally published in 1987 has been revised to accommodate the
bylaws adopted in 1997 in Division 1.

Division of Code

  The Code is divided into five major parts, known as "Divisions." Division 1 contains the
bylaws adopted by the Town Meeting. Division 2 contains the Zoning and Subdivision
Regulations. Division 3 contains the regulations promulgated by the Board of Selectmen.
Division 4 contains the regulations adopted by the Board of Health. Division 5 contains other
miscellaneous regulations.

Table of Contents

  The Table of Contents details the arrangement of material by chapter as a means of identifying
specific areas of legislation. Wherever two or more items of legislation have been combined by
the editor into a single chapter, titles of the several articles are listed beneath the chapter title in
order to facilitate the location of the individual item of legislation.

Pagination

  A unique page-numbering system has been used, in which each chapter forms an autonomous
unit. One hundred pages have been allotted to each chapter, and the first page of each is the
number of that chapter followed by the numerals "01." Thus, Chapter 6 begins on page 601,
Chapter 173 on page 17301, etc. By use of this system, it is possible to add or to change pages in
any chapter without affecting the sequence of subsequent pages in other chapters, and to insert
new chapters without affecting the existing organization.

Numbering of Sections

  A chapter-related section-numbering system is employed in Divisions 2, 3, 4 and 5, in which
each section of every item of legislation is assigned a number which indicates both the number
of the chapter in which the legislation is located and the location of the section within that
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chapter. Thus, the first section of Chapter 6 is § 6-1, while the fourth section of Chapter 173 is §
173-4. New sections can then be added between existing sections using a decimal system. Thus,
for example, if two sections were to be added between §§ 173-4 and 173-5, they would be
numbered as §§ 173-4.1 and 173-4.2. In Division 1, the original numbering of the bylaws has
been retained, which differs from the numbering used in the rest of the Code.

Scheme

  The Scheme is the list of section titles which precedes the text of each chapter. These titles are
carefully written so that, taken together, they may be considered as a summary of the content of
the chapter. Taken separately, each describes the content of a particular section. For ease and
precision of reference, the Scheme titles are repeated as section headings in the text.

Histories

  At the end of the Scheme in each chapter in Divisions 2, 3, 4 and 5 is located the legislative
history for that chapter. This History indicates the specific legislative source from which the
chapter was derived, including the enactment number, if pertinent, and the date of adoption. In
the case of chapters containing parts or articles derived from more than one item of legislation,
the source of each part or article is indicated in the text, under its title. Amendments to individual
sections or subsections are indicated by histories where appropriate in the text.

General References; Editor's Notes

  In each chapter containing material related to other chapters in the Code, a table of General
References is included to direct the reader's attention to such related chapters. Editor's Notes are
used in the text to provide supplementary information and cross-references to related provisions
in other chapters.

Disposition List

  The Disposition List is a chronological listing of legislation adopted since the republication of
the Code in 1998, indicating its inclusion in the Code or the reason for its exclusion. The
Disposition List will be updated with each supplement to the Code to include the legislation
reviewed with said supplement.

Index

  There are three separate indexes in the Code: one for Division 1, one for Division 2 and one for
Divisions 3, 4 and 5. Each is included following the end of the respective Division. These
Indexes are guides to information. Since it is likely that this Code will be used by persons
without formal legal training, the Indexes have been formulated to enable such persons to locate
a particular section quickly. Each section of each chapter has been indexed. The Indexes will be
supplemented and revised from time to time as new legislation is added to the Code.

Instructions for
Amending the Code

  All changes to the Code, whether they are amendments, deletions or complete new additions,
should be adopted as amending the Code. In doing so, existing material that is not being
substantively altered should not be renumbered.

  New sections. Where new sections are to be added to a chapter in Divisions 2, 3, 4 or 5, they
can be added at the end of the existing material (continuing the numbering sequence) or inserted
between existing sections as decimal numbers (e.g., a new section between §§ 220-5 and 220-6
should be designated § 220-5.1).
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  New chapters. New chapters should be added to Divisions 2, 3, 4 and 5 in the proper
alphabetical sequence in the appropriate division utilizing the reserved chapter numbers. New
chapter titles should begin with the key word for the alphabetical listing (e.g., new legislation on
abandoned vehicles should be titled "Vehicles, Abandoned" under "V" in the table of contents,
and a new enactment on coin-operated amusement devices should be "Amusement Devices" or
"Amusement Devices, Coin-Operated" under "A" in the table of contents). Where a reserved
number is not available, an "A" chapter should be used (e.g., a new chapter to be included
between Chapters 220 and 221 should be designated Chapter 220A).

  New articles. New articles may be inserted between existing articles in a chapter (e.g., adding a
new district to the Zoning Regulations) by the use of "A" articles (e.g., a new article to be
included between Articles XVI and XVII should be designated Article XVIA). The section
numbers would be as indicated above (e.g., if the new Article XVIA contains six sections and
existing Article XVI ends with § 173-30 and Article XVII begins with § 173-31, Article XVIA
should contain §§ 173-30.1 through 173-30.6).

Supplementation

  Supplementation of the Code will follow the adoption of new legislation. New legislation or
amendments to existing legislation will be included and repeals will be indicated as soon as
possible after passage. Supplemental pages should be inserted as soon as they are received and
old pages removed, in accordance with the Instruction Page which accompanies each
supplement.

Acknowledgment

  The assistance of Muriel Barry is gratefully acknowledged by the editor. The codification and
subsequent republication of the legislation of the Town of Northbridge reflects an appreciation
of the needs of a progressive and expanding community. As in many other municipalities,
officials are faced with fundamental changes involving nearly every facet of community life.
Problems increase in number and complexity and range in importance from everyday details to
crucial areas of civic planning. It is the profound conviction of General Code Publishers Corp.
that this Code will contribute significantly to the efficient administration of local government. As
Samuel Johnson observed, "The law is the last result of human wisdom acting upon human
experience for the benefit of the public."

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws

DIVISION 1
Code of Bylaws

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS  

Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Policies and procedures -- See Ch. 194. 
Effect on preexisting actions -- See Ch. A232.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-101.  Code designation and
citation.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 1-101.  Code designation and citation.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The bylaws in this and the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be designated as
the "Code of Bylaws, Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts," and may be so cited.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-102.  Rules of construction and
definitions. 

§ 1-102.  Rules of construction and definitions. 

In the construction of this Code, and of all bylaws, the following rules shall be observed and the
following definitions shall apply unless such construction would be inconsistent with the
manifest intent of the governing body. 

 

 Generally -- The provisions of this Code shall be liberally construed to effect the purposes
expressed therein or implied from the expression thereof. Words and phrases shall be construed
and understood according to their common and usual meaning unless the contrary is clearly
indicated. Technical words and phrases and such others as may have acquired a peculiar and
appropriate meaning in the law shall be construed and understood according to such peculiar and
appropriate meaning.   

 Charter -- The words "Charter" or "Town Charter" mean the Northbridge Home Rule Charter
and any amendments which may hereafter be adopted. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Chief Executive -- The words "chief executive" means the Board of Selectmen of the Town of
Northbridge, Massachusetts. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Code -- The word "Code" means the Code of Bylaws, Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts, as
designated in § 1-101 of the Code. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Commonwealth -- The word "commonwealth" means the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  
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 Computation of time -- The time within which an act is to be completed as provided in any
bylaw or in any order issued pursuant to any bylaw, when expressed in days, shall be computed
by excluding the first day and including the last, except that if the last day be Sunday or a legal
holiday it shall be excluded; and when any such time is expressed in hours the whole of Sunday
or a legal holiday, from midnight to midnight, shall be excluded. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  

 County -- The words "county" or "this county" mean the County of Worcester. [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Days -- The word "days" refers to business days, not including Saturdays, Sundays and legal
holidays when the time set is less than seven days; when the time set is seven days or more,
every day shall be counted. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Emergency -- The word "emergency" means a sudden, unexpected, unforeseen happening,
occurrence, event or condition which necessitates immediate action. [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23]  

 Following -- The word "following" means next after. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Gender -- Words importing the feminine gender shall include the masculine gender; words
importing the masculine gender shall include the feminine gender.   

 General laws -- The words "general laws" (all lower case letters) mean laws which apply alike
to all cities and towns, to all towns or to a class of municipalities of which Northbridge is a
member. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 General Laws -- The words "General Laws" (used with initial capital letters) shall refer to the
General Laws of Massachusetts (MGL), a codification and revision of statutes enacted on
December 22, 1920, and including all amendments thereto subsequently adopted. [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Heretofore, hereafter -- Whenever the word "heretofore" occurs in any bylaw it shall be
construed to mean any time previous to the day when such bylaw shall take effect. Whenever the
word "hereafter" occurs it shall be construed to mean the time after the bylaw shall take effect.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Highway -- The word "highway" includes any street, alley, highway, avenue or public place or
square, bridge, viaduct, tunnel, underpass, overpass and causeway in the town, dedicated or
devoted to public use. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Joint authority -- All words purporting to give joint authority to three or more town officers or
other persons shall be construed as giving such authority to a majority of such officers or other
persons unless it shall be otherwise expressly declared in the law giving the authority.   

 Local newspaper -- The words "local newspaper" mean a newspaper having a general
circulation in the Town of Northbridge published at least weekly. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  

 Majority vote -- The words "majority vote" mean a majority of those present and voting,
provided that a quorum of the body is present when the vote is taken, unless a higher number is
required by law. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 May -- The word "may" is to be construed as being permissive.   

 May not -- The phrase "may not" or phrases of like import have a mandatory negative effect and
state a prohibition.   
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 Month -- The word "month" means a calendar month. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Multiple-member body -- The words "multiple-member body" mean any town body consisting
of two or more persons and whether styled a board, commission, committee, subcommittee or
otherwise and however elected or appointed. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Must -- The word "must" shall be construed as mandatory. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]  

 Number -- Words importing the singular number may extend and be applied to several persons
or things; words importing the plural number may include the singular. Words used in the
singular include the plural and the plural include the singular number. [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23]  

 Oath -- The word "oath" includes an affirmation in all cases in which, by law, an affirmation
may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be
equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed." [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Owner -- The word "owner," applied to any property, includes any part owner, joint owner,
tenant in common, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, of the whole or a part of such property.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Person -- The word "person" applies to associations, corporations, firms, partnerships and
bodies politic and corporate as well as to natural persons. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Personal property -- The words "personal property" include all tangible and intangible property
other than real property. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Preceding -- The word "preceding" means next before. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Property -- The word "property" includes real and personal property. [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23]  

 Public Works -- All work, the procurement of which is governed under the provisions of MGL
c. 30, § 39M. [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Quorum -- The word "quorum," unless otherwise required by law or the Charter, means a
majority of the members of a multiple member body then in office, not including any vacancies
which might then exist. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Real property -- The words "real property" include all inherent natural resources and any
man-made improvements thereon. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Reasonable time -- In all cases where any bylaw requires any act to be done in a reasonable time
or reasonable notice to be given, such "reasonable time" or notice shall be deemed to mean such
time only as may be necessary for the prompt performance of such duty, or compliance with
such notice. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Roadway -- The word "roadway" means that portion of a street improved, designed or ordinarily
used for vehicular traffic. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Shall -- The word "shall" is to be construed as being mandatory.   

 Sidewalk -- The word "sidewalk" means that portion of a street between the curbline and the
adjacent property intended for the use of pedestrians. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  
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 State -- The words "the state" or "this state" shall be construed to mean the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Street -- The term "street" includes any land located within the layout of the public roadway
whether it is within the paved portion of the roadway or sidewalk or not and any highway, alley,
street, avenue or public place or square, bridge, viaduct, underpass, overpass, tunnel and
causeway in the town, dedicated or devoted to public use and includes any way to which the
public has a right of access. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Tenant, occupant -- The words "tenant" and "occupant," applied to a building or land, include
any person who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, whether alone or with
others. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Tenses -- The use of any verb in the present tense includes the future when applicable.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Town -- The terms "the town" or "this town," mean the Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Town agency -- The words "town agency" mean any board, commission, committee, department
division or office of the town government. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Town bulletin board -- The words "town bulletin board" mean the bulletin board in the town hall
on which official town notices are posted and those at other locations within the town which may
from time to time be designated as town bulletin boards by bylaw or by vote of the Board of
Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Town officers and departments -- Whenever reference is made to an officer or a department, the
same shall be construed as if followed by the words "of the Town of Northbridge
Massachusetts."   

 Week -- The word "week" shall be construed to mean seven days; but publication in a newspaper
of any notice or other matter indicated to be for a stated number of weeks shall be construed to
mean one insertion in each week, unless specifically stated to be for each day of the week or for
more than one day in each week, and all publications heretofore made in accordance with the
terms of this subsection are hereby validated.   

 Written or in writing -- The words "written" or "in writing" include any representation of words,
letters or figures, whether by printing or otherwise. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

 Year -- The word "year" shall mean a calendar year.     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-103.  When these rules of
construction shall not apply.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 1-103.  When these rules of construction shall not apply.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23] 

The rules of construction set forth in this bylaw shall not be applied to any bylaw which contains
any express provision excluding such construction, or when the subject matter or context of such
bylaw may be repugnant thereto.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-104.  References to titles, chapters
or sections.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 1-104.  References to titles, chapters or sections.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

All references to titles, chapters or sections are to the titles, chapters and sections of this Code
unless otherwise specified.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-105.  Conflicting provisions.  

§ 1-105.  Conflicting provisions.  

A.    If the provisions of different chapters of this Code conflict with or contravene each other, the
provisions of each chapter shall prevail as to all matters and questions growing out of the
subject matter of such chapter. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    If conflicting provisions be found in different sections of the same chapter, the provisions of
the section which is last in numerical order shall prevail.  

C.    To the extent that any provision of this Code expressed in general terms shall conflict with
any provision expressed in specific terms, the specific provision shall prevail.  

D.    In all cases in which provisions of this Code conflict with one another the provision enacted
most recently shall prevail over any older provision. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-106.  When bylaws take effect.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 1-106.  When bylaws take effect.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

All bylaws passed by the Town Meeting, except when otherwise specifically provided, shall take
effect and be in force from and after their approval by the Attorney General of the
Commonwealth and their publication as provided in MGL c. 40, § 32.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-107.  Code not to affect prior
offenses, rights, etc.  

§ 1-107.  Code not to affect prior offenses, rights, etc.  

A.    Nothing in this Code or the bylaw adopting this Code shall affect any offense or act
committed or done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any contract or right established
or accruing before the effective date of this Code.  

B.    The adoption of this Code shall not be interpreted as authorizing any use or the continuance
of any use of a structure or premises in violation of any bylaw of the town in effect on the
date of adoption of this Code, except as otherwise provided.    
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-108.  Effect of repeal of bylaws.  

§ 1-108.  Effect of repeal of bylaws.  

A.    The repeal of a bylaw shall not revive any bylaw in force before or at the time the bylaw
repealed took effect.  

B.    The repeal of a bylaw shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal
took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal for an
offense committed under the bylaw repealed.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-109.  Violations and penalty -
municipal infractions.  

§ 1-109.  Violations and penalty - municipal infractions.  

A.    Any bylaw of the Town of Northbridge or any rule or regulation of its officers, boards or
departments, the violation of which is subject to a specific penalty, may, in the discretion of
the town official who is the appropriate enforcing person, be enforced in the method
provided in MGL c. 40, § 21D. The noncriminal fine for each such violation, if not otherwise
specified, shall be $50. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23].  

B.    "Enforcing person," as used in this section, shall mean any police officer of the Town of
Northbridge, with respect to any offense, and the Building Inspector, a person designated by
the Conservation Commission, a person designated by the Board of Health, the Director of
Public Works, the Dog Officer and such other officials as the Board of Selectmen may from
time to time designate, each with respect to violation of bylaws and rules and regulations
within their respective jurisdictions. Each such person as is here designated an "enforcing
person" may appoint a deputy enforcing person to serve in his or her absence or disability.
The names of each enforcing person and of each deputy enforcing person shall be kept on
file in the office of the Town Manager. If more than one official has jurisdiction in a given
case, any such official may be an enforcing person with respect thereto. Police officers shall
in all cases be considered enforcing persons for the purpose of this provision.  

C.    Unless otherwise provided, each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate and
repeat violation.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-110.  Violations and penalty -
criminal complaint.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 1-110.  Violations and penalty - criminal complaint.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Except as otherwise provided by law, any person found guilty of violating any provision of this
Code in a criminal proceeding in the District Court shall be subject to a fine of $200. Each day a
violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
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SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-111.  Severability. 

§ 1-111.  Severability. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Town Meeting that the sections, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses and words of this Code are severable, and if any word, clause, sentence,
paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the
valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or
invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining words, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and
sections of this Code, because the same would have been enacted by the Town Meeting without
the incorporation in this Code of any such unconstitutional or invalid word, clause, sentence,
paragraph or section.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-112.  References to legislation,
agents and officials.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 1-112.  References to legislation, agents and officials.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Whenever this Code refers to specific provisions of the General Laws, other statutes, charter
provisions, political subdivisions, government agencies or officials, such references shall be
construed to include similar provisions of amended or recodified legislation as well as political
subdivisions, government agencies or officials that succeed to the relevant duties and
responsibilities of the referenced political subdivisions, agencies or officials.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-100, GENERAL PROVISIONS  / § 1-113.  Text of Home Rule Charter.
[Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 1-113.  Text of Home Rule Charter.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

For purposes of consistency and ease of use, the text or portions of the text of selected provisions
of the Northbridge Home Rule Charter are incorporated in this Code. Inclusion in this Code shall
give such text no independent legal significance and subsequent amendment or repeal of the
coordinate Charter provisions shall always control.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-200, TOWN SEAL 

SECTION 1-200, TOWN SEAL 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS   /
SECTION 1-200, TOWN SEAL  / § 1-201.  Town Seal. 

§ 1-201.  Town Seal. 

The Corporate Seal of the Town of Northbridge shall consist of the following letters, figures and
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designs: 

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS  

Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Town Meetings -- See Ch. 3. 
Administrative organization -- See Ch. 4. 
Policies and procedures -- See Ch. 194.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS 

SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS  / § 2-101.
Officers to be elected.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 2-101.  Officers to be elected.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The offices to be filled by the voters are a Board of Selectmen, a nine-member School
Committee, a five-member Planning Board, a Board of Trustees of Soldiers', Sailors' and
Marines' Memorials, four members of the Housing Authority, a Town Moderator, and such other
representatives to regional authorities, districts or committees as may be required to be elected
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by law or by interlocal agreement. (Charter Sections 3-1, 3-7)  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS  / § 2-102.
Eligibility for elective office.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 2-102.  Eligibility for elective office.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Any voter shall be eligible to hold any elective town office but no person shall simultaneously
hold more than one elected town office.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS  / § 2-103.
Date of annual town election. 

§ 2-103.  Date of annual town election. 

The annual town election for the election of town officers and for the determination of all other
matters to be referred to voters shall be held on the third Tuesday in May.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS  / § 2-104.
Polling hours.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 2-104.  Polling hours.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The polls shall be opened for all town elections at 8:00 o'clock in the morning and shall remain
open until 8:00 o'clock in the evening. The polls shall be open at 7:00 o'clock in the morning and
shall remain open until 8:00 o'clock in the evening for state elections.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS  / § 2-105.
Terms of office.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 2-105.  Terms of office.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The term of office of all elected town officers is three years beginning on the day following the
election and continuing until their successors are qualified. Vacancies in elected offices shall be
filled in the manner provided in Charter Section 3-1(g).  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-100:, TOWN ELECTIONS  / § 2-106.
Annual reports.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 2-106.  Annual reports.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

All elected officers shall prepare annual reports of their activities and shall submit these reports
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to the Town Manager as provided in § 4-203B.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-201.  Composition, term of office. 

§ 2-201.  Composition, term of office. 

There shall be a Board of Selectmen consisting of five members elected for terms of three years
each, so arranged that the term of office of as nearly an equal number of members as is possible
shall expire each year. [Charter Section 3-2(a)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-202.  Powers and duties in general. 

§ 2-202.  Powers and duties in general. 

The executive powers of the town shall be vested in the Board of Selectmen which shall be
deemed to be the chief executive office of the town. The Board of Selectmen shall have all of the
executive powers it is possible for a Board of Selectmen to have and to exercise. The Board of
Selectmen shall serve as the chief policy making agency of the town. The Board of Selectmen
shall be responsible for the formulation and promulgation of policy directives and guidelines to
be followed by all town agencies serving under it and, in conjunction with other elected town
officers and multiple member bodies to develop and promulgate policy guidelines designed to
bring all town agencies into harmony. Provided however, nothing in this section shall be
construed to authorize any member of the Board of Selectmen, nor a majority of such members,
to become involved in the day-to-day administration of any town agency. It is the intention of
this provision that the Board of Selectmen shall act only through the adoption of board policy
guidelines which are to be implemented by officers and employees serving under it. [Charter
Section 3-2(b)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-203.  Licensing authority. 

§ 2-203.  Licensing authority. 

The Board of Selectmen shall be a licensing board for the town and shall have a power to issue
licenses as otherwise authorized by law, to make all necessary rules and regulations regarding
the issuance of such licenses and to attach conditions and to impose restrictions on any such
license as it may issue as it deems to be in the public interest, and to enforce all laws relating to
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all businesses for which it issues any license. [Charter Section 3-2(c)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-204.  Appointments. 

§ 2-204.  Appointments. 

The Board of Selectmen shall appoint a Town Manager, Constables, Registrars of Voters (but
not the Town Clerk) and other election officers, the members of the Board of Appeals, Board of
Health, Conservation Commission, Historical Commission, Industrial Development Finance
Authority, Personnel Board, Board of Assessors, and other members of multiple member bodies,
the functions of which do not involve direct operating responsibilities but are primarily policy
making or advisory in nature, and other individuals who are to serve as representatives of the
town to the governing or advisory bodies of area, regional or district authorities. [Charter Section
3-2(d)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-205.  Investigations. 

§ 2-205.  Investigations. 

The Board of Selectmen may make investigations and may authorize the Town Manager to
investigate the affairs of the Town and the conduct of any Town agency, including any doubtful
claims against the Town. The report of the results of such investigation shall be placed on file in
the office of the Board of Selectmen and a report summarizing the results of such investigation
shall be printed in the next annual town report. [Charter Section 3-2(e)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-206.  Authority to settle claims or suits. 

§ 2-206.  Authority to settle claims or suits. 

The Board of Selectmen has authority in the name of the town to prosecute, defend or
compromise any and all claims or suits to which the town is a party and to employ counsel in
relation claims and suits whenever in its judgment it is reasonably necessary, except actions
otherwise provided for by statute or by bylaw. (§§ 8-1)  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-207.  Management of town property and
affairs. 

§ 2-207.  Management of town property and affairs. 

The Board of Selectmen has general direction or management of the property and affairs of the
town in all matters not otherwise provided for so far as permitted by law. (§ 8-2)  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-208.  Policy formulation for Public
Works Department. 

§ 2-208.  Policy formulation for Public Works Department. 

The Board of Selectmen, acting through the Town Manager, is responsible for the overall
supervision of the Department of Public Works and for establishing priorities and policies to
govern the operation of the Department. The Board of Selectmen shall establish and set the fees
or charges for all services provided by the Department of Public Works.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-200:, BOARD OF SELECTMEN
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-209.  Authority to make traffic rules and
regulations. 

§ 2-209.  Authority to make traffic rules and regulations. 

The Board of Selectmen has the authority to adopt, amend, alter and repeal rules and regulations
governing the use of streets and ways and the operation of vehicles in accordance with the
provisions of MGL c. 40, §§ 22 and 22D and Chapter 6 of these bylaws.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-300:, SCHOOL COMMITTEE  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

SECTION 2-300:, SCHOOL COMMITTEE  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-300:, SCHOOL COMMITTEE  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-301.  Composition, term of office. 

§ 2-301.  Composition, term of office. 

There shall be a School Committee consisting of nine members elected for terms of three years
each so arranged that the terms of three members shall expire each year. [Charter Section 3-3(a)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-300:, SCHOOL COMMITTEE  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-302.  Powers and duties. 

§ 2-302.  Powers and duties. 

The School Committee shall have the power to select and to terminate the Superintendent, shall
review and approve budgets for public education in the Town, and shall establish educational
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goals and policies for the schools in the Town consistent with the requirements of law and
statewide goals and standards established by the Board of Education.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-300:, SCHOOL COMMITTEE  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-303.  Lasell Field.  

§ 2-303.  Lasell Field.  

A.    Location and description. The thirteen-and-seven-hundredths-acre parcel of land located on
the northeasterly side of Linwood Avenue in the Village of Whitinsville and acquired by the
Town from the estate of Arthur F. Whitin by a deed dated April 7, 1930, shall be known as
the "John Whitin Lasell Memorial Field."  

B.    Administration. The field shall be under the direction and control of the School Committee,
which shall manage, control, lease and let the same for the purposes of all amateur and
professional athletics, recreation, play, sports, physical education, celebrations, exhibitions
and entertainments.  

C.    Promulgation of rules and regulations. The School Committee may make rules and
regulations governing the field, including establishing and collecting reasonable charges for
its use, provided that the field shall be available to all local residents and groups without
discrimination and that the field shall not be considered school property for any purpose that
would limit or control the ability of the town to determine the control or disposition of the
field.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-400:, PLANNING BOARD  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

SECTION 2-400:, PLANNING BOARD  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-400:, PLANNING BOARD  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-401.  Composition, term of office. 

§ 2-401.  Composition, term of office. 

There shall be a Planning Board consisting of five members elected for terms of three years each,
so arranged that the term of office of as nearly an equal number of members as is possible shall
expire each year. [Charter Section 3-5(a)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-400:, PLANNING BOARD  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-402.  Powers and duties. 

§ 2-402.  Powers and duties. 
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The Planning Board shall make careful studies of the resources, possibilities and needs of the
Town and shall make plans for the development of the Town. The Board shall make and may
from time to time amend and perfect a comprehensive or master plan, setting forth in graphic and
textual form policies to govern future growth and development in the Town. The Board shall
have the power to regulate the subdivision of land within the town by the adoption of rules and
regulations governing such development and the administration of such rules and regulations.
The Planning Board shall make recommendations to the Town Meeting on all matters affecting
land use and development, including the Zoning Bylaw of the Town. 

The Planning Board shall make an annual report, giving information regarding the conditions of
the Town and any plans or proposals for its development and estimates of their costs. The
Planning Board shall have all of the other powers and duties planning boards are given by
general law, by the Charter, by bylaw or by other Town Meeting vote. [Charter Section 3-5(b)]   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-500:, TRUSTEES OF
SOLDIERS',SAILORS' AND MARINES' MEMORIALS  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23] 

SECTION 2-500:, TRUSTEES OF SOLDIERS',SAILORS' AND MARINES'
MEMORIALS  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-500:, TRUSTEES OF
SOLDIERS',SAILORS' AND MARINES' MEMORIALS  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  / § 2-501.  Composition, terms of office. 

§ 2-501.  Composition, terms of office. 

There shall be a Board of Trustees of Soldiers', Sailors' and Marines' Memorials which shall
consist of the chairperson of the Board of Selectmen who shall serve, ex officio, and five persons
elected for terms of three years each so arranged that the term of as nearly an equal number of
members as is possible shall expire each year. At least two members shall be persons who are
not veterans of any war. [Charter Section 3-6(a)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-500:, TRUSTEES OF
SOLDIERS',SAILORS' AND MARINES' MEMORIALS  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  / § 2-502.  Powers and duties. 

§ 2-502.  Powers and duties. 

The Board of Trustees of Soldiers', Sailors' and Marines' Memorials shall have charge and
control of the construction of any memorial commemorating the service and sacrifices of
soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen who have served the country in war or who have rendered
military service for the Commonwealth in time of war, and to have the custody and care thereof
after its construction [Charter Section 3-6(b)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-500:, TRUSTEES OF
SOLDIERS',SAILORS' AND MARINES' MEMORIALS  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  / § 2-503.  Memorial dedications. 

§ 2-503.  Memorial dedications. 

Persons wishing to have a memorial dedicated to a veteran of the United States Armed Forces
should make their wish known to the Chairman of the Trustees of Soldiers', Sailors' and Marines'
Memorials, Northbridge Town Hall, Memorial Square, Whitinsville, MA 01588 via written
correspondence. 

If approved by the Trustees, the Trustees will present the request to the Board of Selectmen. The
Board of Selectmen will have four regular meetings following receipt of the request to approve
or not approve the request as presented by the Trustees.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-600:, TOWN MODERATOR  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

SECTION 2-600:, TOWN MODERATOR  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-600:, TOWN MODERATOR  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-601.  Term of office. 

§ 2-601.  Term of office. 

There shall be a Town Moderator elected for a term of three years. [Charter Section 3-4(a)]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 2, TOWN ELECTIONS AND
ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS   / SECTION 2-600:, TOWN MODERATOR  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 2-602.  Powers and duties. 

§ 2-602.  Powers and duties. 

The Town Moderator shall be the presiding officer of the Town Meeting, as provided in Charter
Section 2-2, regulate its proceedings and perform such other duties as may be provided by
general law, by charter, by bylaw or by other Town Meeting vote. 

The Town Moderator shall appoint the Finance Committee, all other standing committees of the
Town Meeting, and all committees authorized by the Town Meeting for a primarily legislative
purpose.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS  

Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS  
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[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Town elections -- See Ch. 2. 
Policies and procedures -- See Ch. 194.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS 

SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-101.  Annual Town Meeting dates. 

§ 3-101.  Annual Town Meeting dates. 

The spring session of the Annual Town Meeting shall be held on the first Tuesday in May, and
the fall session of the Annual Town Meeting shall be held on the fourth Tuesday in October.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-102.  Closing, publication and posting of
Town Meeting warrants.  

§ 3-102.  Closing, publication and posting of Town Meeting warrants.  

A.    The warrant for the spring and fall sessions of the Annual Town Meeting shall close not later
than at 12:00 o'clock noon on the seventh Friday preceding the date set by bylaw for the said
session to convene. The warrant for any Special Town Meeting which is to be called shall
close not later than at 12:00 o'clock noon on the fifth Friday preceding the date such Special
Town Meeting is to convene. Notwithstanding the date set in any warrant for a Town
Meeting, no Town Meeting shall be convened by the Town Moderator until six weeks
following the closing of the warrant for an Annual Town Meeting and until four weeks
following the closing of the warrant for a Special Town Meeting.  

B.    Notice of every Town Meeting shall be given at least 28 days before an annual meeting
(spring or fall session) and at least 21 days before any special meeting, by posting a copy of
the warrant for such meeting in the office of the Town Clerk, on the town bulletin board, and
in at least one public place in each precinct, by delivering a copy of the warrant to the Town
Moderator and to the Chair of the Finance Committee and by publication in a local
newspaper of notice of the date, time and place that the Town Meeting will be held, together
with a summary, prepared by the Town Manager, of the subject matter of each article
contained in the warrant for such meeting sufficient for identification. [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-103.  Notice of adjourned Town Meeting
sessions.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 
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§ 3-103.  Notice of adjourned Town Meeting sessions.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Whenever a Town Meeting votes to adjourn to another date, the Town Clerk shall cause notice
of such adjournment to be published in a local newspaper. If there is insufficient time to publish
such notice, notice of the date, time and place at which the meeting will reconvene shall be given
by posting such notice in the office of the Town Clerk, on the town bulletin board, and in one or
more public places in each precinct, by delivering such notice to the Town Moderator and to the
Chair of the Finance Committee and by posting such notice on the government access channel of
the cable television system.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-104.  Reconsideration of articles voted
upon.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 3-104.  Reconsideration of articles voted upon.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

After an article in the warrant has once been acted on, it shall not be again considered at that
meeting except by a two-thirds vote to reconsider said article.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-105.  Notice required to move
reconsideration.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 3-105.  Notice required to move reconsideration.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

No vote passed at any meeting shall be reconsidered at any adjournment of that meeting unless
notice is given in writing to the Moderator at the meeting that a motion to reconsider will be
made at the adjournment thereof.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-106.  Moderator authorized to declare
two-thirds votes. 

§ 3-106.  Moderator authorized to declare two-thirds votes. 

Whenever a two-thirds vote is required on any matter and whether such quantum of vote is
required by state statute, town charter, town bylaw, by the usual rules of parliamentary
procedure, or otherwise, the Moderator may, without an actual count, declare that such matter
has been adopted by a vote of 2/3 of the number of persons present and voting, and such
declaration shall stand as final unless such declaration is immediately challenged by 10 or more
voters rising in their place to so indicate. If such challenge is made a count of the vote to verify,
or to overturn, the declaration of the Moderator shall be conducted, forthwith.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-107.  Quorum. 

§ 3-107.  Quorum. 
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Fifty voters shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any Annual or Special
Town Meeting.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-108.  Quantum of votes required on
financial matters at Special Town Meetings. 

§ 3-108.  Quantum of votes required on financial matters at Special Town Meetings. 

At any Special Town Meeting, a two-thirds vote shall be required to raise money by taxation or
to appropriate or transfer money from available funds (including free cash or surplus revenue) of
the town.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-109.  Method of voting.  [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 3-109.  Method of voting.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Votes on all motions may be taken in the first instance by a voice vote, including motions
requiring a two-thirds or greater majority. If the Moderator is in doubt, he may call for a standing
vote. If the Moderator is still in doubt after such standing vote, or if the vote as declared by the
Moderator is immediately challenged by 10 or more voters rising in their place for such purpose,
the vote shall be taken by a "yes" or "no" ballot. A vote by ballot shall be taken in the first
instance if requested by at least 10 voters present.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-110.  Ballot voting. 

§ 3-110.  Ballot voting. 

Ballot voting shall be under the direction of the Moderator and officially designated tellers
appointed by the Moderator. The Town Clerk shall furnish the ballots.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-111.  Admission to Town Meeting.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 3-111.  Admission to Town Meeting.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

At any Town Meeting held for the transaction of town business, no person whose name is not on
the list of voters shall be admitted to the floor of the hall. This shall not apply to Town Meetings
held solely for the election of town officers. The Town Moderator shall determine the bounds of
the floor of the hall. Any person not on the list of voters shall be allowed into the hall in areas
designated by the Moderator as outside the bounds of the floor. Any person who is not a voter of
the town shall address the Town Meeting only with the consent of the Moderator.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
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SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-112.  Addressing a Town Meeting. 

§ 3-112.  Addressing a Town Meeting. 

No person shall address the meeting without first being recognized by the Moderator. When two
or more persons rise to speak at the same time, the Moderator shall name the one entitled to
speak.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-113.  Procedural guide for the conduct
of Town Meetings.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 3-113.  Procedural guide for the conduct of Town Meetings.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23] 

Unless some other provision is made by law, by Town Charter or by town bylaw, the Town
Moderator shall be guided in rulings on procedure by the rules of procedure contained in the
most recent edition of Town Meeting Time (a publication of the Massachusetts Moderators
Association).  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-114.  Hours of Town Meeting sessions.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 3-114.  Hours of Town Meeting sessions.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

All evening sessions of Annual and Special Town Meetings shall begin as soon as a quorum of
the body is present after the time set in the warrant calling the meeting and shall be adjourned by
the Town Moderator at 10:30 o'clock in the evening, or as near that hour as may be according to
the nature of the business then pending. The Town Meeting may, by a two-thirds vote, suspend
the operation of this bylaw. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the holding of a
Town Meeting during the daytime.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-100:, TOWN MEETINGS  / § 3-115.  Motions to be in writing.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 3-115.  Motions to be in writing.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

All motions offered for the consideration of the meeting shall be in writing.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-200:, FINANCE COMMITTEE  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art. 14;
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

SECTION 3-200:, FINANCE COMMITTEE  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art. 14;
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-200:, FINANCE COMMITTEE  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art. 14;
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 3-201.  Composition; term of office. 

§ 3-201.  Composition; term of office. 

The Finance Committee consists of seven members, each to serve for a period of three years
without compensation.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-200:, FINANCE COMMITTEE  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art. 14;
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 3-202.  Appointments and vacancies. 

§ 3-202.  Appointments and vacancies. 

The Moderator shall make an appointment to fill any vacancies in the Finance Committee within
30 days after such vacancies occur.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 3, TOWN MEETINGS   /
SECTION 3-200:, FINANCE COMMITTEE  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art. 14;
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  / § 3-203.  Responsibilities.  

§ 3-203.  Responsibilities.  

A.    The Finance Committee shall ask for and receive budget reports and recommendations from
all departments in the town and shall consider all articles in the warrant for Annual and
Special Town Meetings and report its findings in printed form to the Town Meeting which
considers such articles.  

B.    The Finance Committee shall have access to all facts, figures, records and other information
relating to all fiscal affairs of town departments, town officers and town agencies, and the
same shall be furnished forthwith to the Finance Committee by town departments, town
officers and town agencies whenever so requested by the Finance Committee.  

C.    The Finance Committee shall mail, or cause to be delivered to the residence of each
registered voter, a copy of the warrant for each Town Meeting, with the Finance Committee's
report on each article in the warrant, not less than seven days before the date of the Town
Meeting.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION  

Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Elected town officers -- See Ch. 2.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-100, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

SECTION 4-100, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-100, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  / § 4-101.
Overview.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

§ 4-101.  Overview.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    The efficient and effective administration of town government, including all legal, financial,
human resources, and informational affairs is vested in the executive branch.  

B.    This chapter describes permanent multiple member bodies of the Town, the principal
individual officer of the Town, the manner and time of appointment and terms of office
where appropriate, and the authorities, responsibilities and interrelationships of the town
agencies. Town representatives to regional governmental boards and committees shall be
appointed by the Board of Selectmen unless required to be elected by law or interlocal
agreement.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-100, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  / § 4-102.
Chief Administrative Officer.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

§ 4-102.  Chief Administrative Officer.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    Chief Administrative Officer. The Town Manager is the supervising executive and Chief
Administrative Officer of the Town. The Town Manager enforces the laws of the town and
requires the faithful performance of all administrative duties by all officers and employees
serving under the Town Manager.  

B.    Duties. The Town Manager has the following specific duties:  

(1)    Appointment and dismissal. The Town Manager shall appoint competent, qualified
officers and employees to the administrative service, and shall have the power to
dismiss, suspend and discipline, in accordance with the personnel system, all officers
and employees in the administrative service under the Town Manager's control. The
Town Manager shall also have the power to authorize a department head or other officer
responsible to the Town Manager to appoint and remove subordinates serving under that
department head or officer.  

(2)    Appointment to acting capacity. The Town Manager may perform personally, or may
designate some other officer or employee to temporarily perform, the duties of any
office or position in the administrative service under the control of the Town Manager
which is vacant or which lacks administration due to the absence or disability of the
incumbent.  

(3)    Annual report. The Town Manager shall prepare and present an annual report of the
town's affairs, including a summary of reports of department heads, and such other
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reports as the Board of Selectmen shall require.  

(4)    Budget report. The Town Manager shall annually assemble estimates of the financial
needs and resources of the town for the ensuing year, and shall prepare a program of
activities within the financial resources of the Town, embodying them in a budget
document with appropriate supporting schedules and analyses as provided in Article Six
of the Charter.    

C.    Powers. The Town Manager has the following specific powers:  

(1)    Assignment of employees. The Town Manager has the power to assign any employee of
the town to any department or branch thereof requiring services appropriate to the
personnel system classification of the employee so assigned.  

(2)    Prescribe rules. The Town Manager has the power to prescribe such rules and
regulations as the Town Manager deems necessary or expedient for the conduct of
administrative agencies subject to the authority of the Town Manager and the power to
revoke, suspend or amend any rule or regulation of the administrative service by
whomever prescribed.  

(3)    Investigate. The Town Manager has the power, either personally or by delegation to any
officer or person designated for the purpose, to investigate and to examine or inquire
into the affairs or operation of any department, division, bureau or office, and subject to
the availability of funds for such purpose, has the power to employ consultants and
professional counsel to aid in such investigations, examinations or inquiries.  

(4)    Coordinate departments. The Town Manager is responsible for the coordination of the
administrative heads of each department of town government and for the review and
analysis of the operation and administration of all town agencies however established.  

(5)    Reports. The Town Manager has the power to require all appointed administrative
officers and administrative employees of the town to furnish any information connected
with or related to their official or assigned duties. Annually, at the request of the Town
Manager, the heads of all town agencies shall provide the Town Manager with a
comprehensive report analyzing the conditions and operations of their respective
agencies, project its need for the ensuing fiscal year and recommend measures to better
enable it to meet the objectives and goals set for it.  

(6)    Advise the Board of Selectmen. The Town Manager has the power to appear before and
address the Board of Selectmen at any meeting with the right to take part in its
discussion. The Town Manager shall make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen
and deliver messages to the Board of Selectmen and to the people.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-100, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  / § 4-103.
Administrative policy and procedures.  

§ 4-103.  Administrative policy and procedures.  

A.    Officers.  

(1)    Perform duties. Each officer shall perform all duties required of the office by state law,
the Northbridge Home Rule Charter, this Code and any other bylaws, Town Meeting
votes and rules or regulations of the town applicable to the office, and such other duties
not in conflict therewith as may be required by the Town Manager.    

B.    Department heads.  
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(1)    Be responsible to the Town Manager. The heads of departments are immediately
responsible to the Town Manager for the effective administration of their respective
departments and all activities assigned thereto. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    Inaugurate sound practices. The heads of departments shall keep informed as to the
latest practices in their particular fields and shall inaugurate, with the approval of the
Town Manager, such new practices as appear to be of benefit and service to the public.  

(3)    Report to the Town Manager. The heads of departments shall submit quarterly and
annual reports of the activities of their departments to the Town Manager. [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(4)    Maintain records. The heads of departments shall establish and maintain systems of
filing and indexing records and reports in sufficient detail to furnish all information
necessary for proper control of departmental activities and to form a basis for the
periodic reports to the Town Manager and to the Board of Selectmen.  

(5)    Authority over employees. The heads of departments have the power, when authorized
by the Town Manager, to appoint and remove, subject to personnel system regulations
and the provisions of any applicable collective bargaining agreements, all subordinates
under them. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(6)    Maintain equipment. The heads of department are responsible for the proper
maintenance of all town property and equipment used in their departments. [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]    

C.    Departments. Each department shall furnish, upon the direction of the Town Manager, to any
other department such service, labor and materials as may be requisitioned by the head of
such other department, and as its own facilities permit, through the same procedure and
subject to the same audit and control as other expenditures are incurred. [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

D.    Operation of administrative service. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(1)    Office hours. All offices and departments in the administrative service shall be open to
conduct the public business during such days and hours as may be determined from time
to time by the Town Manager.  

(2)    Make weekly deposits. All offices and departments in the administrative service shall, at
least weekly, deposit with the Town Treasurer any moneys received directly from the
public.       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS 

SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-201.
Permanent and ad hoc multiple-member bodies.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]  

§ 4-201.  Permanent and ad hoc multiple-member bodies.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
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Art. 23]  

A.    Section 4-200 describes permanent multiple-member bodies of the Town. The Town Meeting
may establish additional permanent multiple-member bodies of the town by the enactment of
a bylaw amending this section and creating said permanent multiple-member body. All
bylaws establishing permanent standing multiple-member bodies shall specify the following:
membership, term of office, authorities and responsibilities, and interrelationships with both
the Town Manager, the Board of Selectmen and other agencies within the Town.  

B.    The Town Meeting may from time to time, by a vote under a warrant article, establish ad hoc
multiple-member bodies to assist it in carrying out its responsibilities. Ad hoc
multiple-member bodies shall be limited to a particular subject matter and shall serve only
for a specific period of time.  

C.    The Board of Selectmen may from time to time establish ad hoc multiple-member bodies to
assist it in carrying out its responsibilities. Ad hoc multiple-member bodies shall be limited
to a particular subject matter and shall serve only for a specific period of time.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-202.  Term of
office.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

§ 4-202.  Term of office.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    Multiple-member bodies. The term for each office is three years, unless otherwise provided.
Appointments are effective on the first day of July and expire on the 30th day of June or
when a successor has been appointed and qualified. The terms of office are arranged so that
1/3 or as nearly as possible shall expire each year. A vacancy shall be filled by the appointing
authority for the remainder of the unexpired term. The appointing authority shall annually
evaluate all persons subject to reappointment. Persons may be reappointed to successive
terms, but no member shall have a right to be reappointed. Members of multiple-member
bodies may be removed for cause, subject to an investigation and hearing by the appointing
authority, pursuant to Charter Section 7-10, or for failure to regularly attend meetings of the
multiple-member body as provided in Charter Section 7-12.  

B.    Town officers and officials. The terms of office of individual town officers and other
officials shall be for three years, unless otherwise provided. A vacancy shall be filled by the
appointing authority for the remainder of the unexpired term. Appointments are effective on
the first day of July, and expire on the 30th day of June, or when a successor has been
appointed and qualified, provided, however, that the Town Manager may extend said date for
officers and officials that the Town Manager appoints to a date not later than December 31 of
any given year. The appointing authority shall annually evaluate all persons subject to
reappointment. Persons may be reappointed to successive terms, but no town officer or
official shall have a right to be reappointed. Town officers and other officials may be
removed for cause, subject to an investigation and hearing by the appointing authority,
pursuant to Charter Section 7-10.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-203.  Periodic
reports.  

§ 4-203.  Periodic reports.  

A.    In order to ensure that accurate and timely information concerning the administrative
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operations of the various town agencies is transmitted effectively, the town officers and
employees named in this chapter are required to submit to the Town Manager reports when
requested by the Town Manager, which detail in summary form the various activities of their
department or division for the preceding period. Reports will focus upon program and service
delivery, financial expenditures, achievement of performance standards, personnel actions
and related information.  

B.    All town officers, town employees and multiple-member bodies of the Town shall prepare
annual reports of their activities and submit the same to the Town Manager for inclusion in
the annual report of the Town, on or before the fourth Friday in July; provided, however, that
the Town Manager may extend such date to a date not later than December 31 in any
particular year. The annual report shall describe fiscal year activities for the year ending each
June 30. Where required by state and/or federal regulations, certain boards shall submit
copies of their annual reports to appropriate state and/or federal agencies. [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-204.
Multiple-member body internal organization.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

§ 4-204.  Multiple-member body internal organization.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]  

A.    Each multiple-member body shall, at a minimum, annually elect from its membership, a
Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk. Multiple-member bodies may further elect a Treasurer and such
other officer or officers as are deemed necessary or as may be required by law. The annual
election shall occur in July of each year or immediately following the annual appointment of
members by the appointing authority. Each multiple-member body shall forthwith following
its annual organization and election of officers file a report in the office of the Town Clerk
on a form approved by the Town Clerk.  

B.    The Chair shall preside over all meetings of the multiple-member body and is its official
representative in all proceedings before the Board of Selectmen and other officials of the
Town. The Vice Chair shall perform the Chair's functions, in the absence of the Chair. The
Clerk of the multiple-member body is responsible for the certification of the
multiple-member body's meeting minutes, observance of the Public Records LawEN(1) and
maintenance of other records of the multiple-member body.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-205.  Time and
place of meetings.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 4-205.  Time and place of meetings.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The Clerk of each multiple-member body is responsible for notifying the Town Clerk and the
Board of Selectmen, annually, on or before the first day of July, of the regularly scheduled
meeting times and dates for the ensuing fiscal year. The notification shall also include a location
for each regular meeting. This shall not prevent multiple-member bodies calling special meetings
in addition to those regularly scheduled, provided that, in all instances, the requirements of the
open meeting law are followed. The Town Clerk shall ensure posting of all meeting schedules,
consistent with the Open Meeting Law.EN(2) No multiple-member body shall schedule a regular
meeting which conflicts with a regularly scheduled session of the Northbridge Town Meeting.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-206.  Authority
to establish subcommittees.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 4-206.  Authority to establish subcommittees.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Each multiple-member body may establish subcommittees for the purpose of addressing a
particular issue. A report of the activities of any such subcommittee shall regularly be made to
the full multiple-member body. Each subcommittee shall observe laws relevant to the keeping of
public records, the Open Meeting Law, and any other applicable laws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-207.  Meetings
with Town Manager.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

§ 4-207.  Meetings with Town Manager.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    The delivery of services to the public requires coordination and cooperation among the
various departments. At the administrative and operational level, managers shall seek to
identify areas where the various departments can assist each other in accomplishing of their
mission.  

B.    The Town Manager shall meet, as necessary, with each of the officers and employees listed
in this chapter to discuss their activities, to coordinate activities and to mitigate duplication
of services where possible. The Town Manager, in meetings with the said officers and
employees, shall develop action programs, evaluate program completion, review
management, financial, personnel and legal issues.  

C.    The Chair of each multiple-member body shall annually, upon election, meet with the Town
Manager for the purpose of defining an appropriate reporting relationship during the ensuing
fiscal year. The meeting should review the following minimum areas: frequency and method
of reporting, official or officials responsible for reporting, transmittal of monthly and
quarterly summaries of actions taken by the multiple-member body and the role of the Board
of Selectmen in developing policies of interest to the multiple-member body.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-208.  Authority
of multiple-member bodies.  

§ 4-208.  Authority of multiple-member bodies.  

A.    Multiple-member bodies may be:  

(1)    Advisory: wherein the body has no legal authority to promulgate rules or regulations,
decide individual cases or enact policy;  

(2)    Regulatory: wherein the body has legal authority to promulgate rules and regulations,
decide individual cases and enact policy;  

(3)    Ministerial: wherein the body has legal authority to take actions which are essentially
administrative in nature; or  
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(4)    Combinations of advisory, regulatory and ministerial.    

B.    Multiple-member bodies are defined in the manner noted. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-209.  Eligibility
for service.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 4-209.  Eligibility for service.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Any registered voter of the Town, except a permanent full-time municipal employee of the
Town, is eligible to be appointed to any multiple-member body of the Town. This limitation
shall not prevent a town employee from serving as a member of a multiple-member body the
functions of which are wholly unrelated to such persons municipal employment. A town
employee may also serve as member of a multiple-member body when such service is
specifically required as a representative of a municipal agency.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-200, STANDARD PROVISIONS  / § 4-210.  Filing of
minutes.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 4-210.  Filing of minutes.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Certified copies of the minutes of all meetings of all multiple-member bodies shall be filed with
the Town Clerk within five days following the next meeting of the multiple-member body after
the meeting was held, at which meeting said minutes shall have been approved by the
multiple-member body. The minutes of all executive sessions of multiple-member bodies shall
be filed with the Town Clerk within five days following the date the minutes of those meetings
are made public. This filing of minutes of meetings with the Town Clerk is for the convenience
of the public. Such filing shall not be construed to be the official records of the multiple-member
body. The official records shall continue to be maintained in the custody of the person
designated pursuant to MGL c. 66, § 6. The minutes of all executive sessions of
multiple-member bodies shall be approved at the next regular meeting of the multiple-member
body and be kept by the Town Manager and members of the bodies until they are approved to be
made public.  
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References to statutes. 

§ 4-211.  References to statutes. 

The references to state statutes which are contained in the sections which follow (describing the
powers, duties and responsibilities of the town agencies) are provided for the purpose of
describing the broad scope of the authority and responsibility which may be exercised by the
Town of Northbridge with respect to each particular matter. Such enumeration is not to be
construed in any way as intended to impose a limitation on the ability of the Town, pursuant to
Article 5 of the Northbridge Home Rule Charter and MGL c. 43B, § 20, to reassign powers,
duties and responsibilities among and between town agencies generally.  
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Reorganization plans submitted by the Town Manager.  

§ 4-212.  Reorganization plans submitted by the Town Manager.  

A.    Any plan proposed by the Town Manager which purports to be a reorganization plan under
Section 5-1(b) of the Northbridge Home Rule Charter which does not contain a proposal in
which is incorporated amendments, revisions or repeals of this chapter and any other
chapters or provisions of this Code of town bylaws as will accomplish the desired
reorganization shall not be deemed to be a reorganization plan within the meaning of said
Section 5-1(b).  

B.    Each proposed reorganization plan filed by the Town Manager shall bear an identifying
number and shall be accompanied by a detailed statement of the Town Manager explaining
the reasons underlying the submission of the proposed plan and the goals and objectives
expected to be achieved by implementation of the plan. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]  

C.    Each proposed reorganization plan shall make due provision for the civil service status,
seniority, retirement, and other rights of town employees as required by state statute, or
collective bargaining agreements. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-300, MULTIPLE-MEMBER BODIES 

SECTION 4-300, MULTIPLE-MEMBER BODIES 
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Aging, Council on.  

§ 4-301.  Aging, Council on.  

A.    Establishment. The Council on Aging consists of 11 members. (See MGL c. 40, § 8B.)
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Council on Aging are appointed by the Board of
Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Council on Aging is to be an advocate for the needs of the elderly people residing in
the Town. The Council on Aging shall make continuing surveys of the elderly
population to better determine their needs, problems and concerns. It shall develop
criteria for program and supportive services based upon an assessment of needs and
participates in programs offered by the Commonwealth's Department of Elder Affairs.
The Council on Aging is an advisory committee of the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    The Council on Aging shall:   
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(a)  Identify the needs of the community's elderly population.   

(b)  Educate the community and enlist the support and participation of all town residents
concerning these needs.   

(c)  Design, promote and implement services to fill these needs or coordinate present,
existing services in the community.   

(d)  Promote and support any other programs which are designed to assist elderly people
in Northbridge.    

(3)    Cooperate with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Office of Elderly Affairs and be
cognizant of all state and federal legislation concerning funding, information exchanges
and programming which exist for the elderly. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(4)    File an annual report with the Board of Selectmen, and the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Office of Elderly Affairs. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]    

D.    Interrelationships. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Council on Aging consults with the Board of Selectmen in
developing policies concerned with the issues and needs facing the elderly within the
Town.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Town Manager provides administrative staff support to the Council
on Aging. The Council on Aging advises the Senior Services Director concerning
program and supportive service delivery as well as financial management issues.      
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Appeals, Zoning Board of.  

§ 4-302.  Appeals, Zoning Board of.  

A.    Establishment. The Zoning Board of Appeals consists of five members and four associate
members. (See § 173-46 of Northbridge Zoning Bylaw.) [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The regular members of the Zoning Board of Appeals
are appointed by the Board of Selectmen for terms of five years each, so arranged that the
term of one member shall expire each year. The alternate members of the Board of Appeals
are appointed for terms of four years each so arranged that the term of one member will
expire each year. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Board of Appeals for zoning hears and decides individual cases brought by persons
seeking land use relief; all as provided for in MGL c. 40A, §§ 7, 9 and 17, and the
zoning bylaws of the Town. The Board of Appeals for zoning is an advisory and
regulatory body of the Town.  

(2)    The Board acts as a Board of Appeals on matters of subdivision control under the
applicable sections of MGL c. 41, §§ 81M, 81Y, 81Z, 81AA and 81BB; and decides on
comprehensive permits pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 40B, §§ 20 - 23.    

D.    Interrelationships. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Zoning Board of Appeals consults with the Board of
Selectmen in the matter of developing policies concerning the administration of the
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Zoning Bylaw.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Town Manager provides clerical and professional assistance to the
Board to enable it to effectively administer the Zoning Bylaw.EN(3)  

(3)    Other town agencies: The Zoning Board of Appeals hears appeals of decisions made by
the Building Inspector. The Zoning Board of Appeals also consults with the Planning
Board, Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Historical Commission,
Development and Industrial Commission, the Licensing Authority and the Building
Inspector.      
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§ 4-303.  Assessors, Board of.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    Establishment. The Board of Assessors consists of three members. (See MGL c. 41, §§ 24 to
30B and c. 59, generally.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Board of Assessors is appointed by the Board of Selectmen.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Board of Assessors shall annually make a fair cash
valuation of all of the property, both real and personal, subject to taxation within the Town.
The Board of Assessors annually determines the annual tax rate necessary to meet all sums
voted by the Town. It hears and decides all questions relating to the abatement of taxes
levied by it. The Board of Assessors has all of the other powers, duties and responsibilities
which are given to Assessors by law. The Board of Assessors is an advisory and regulatory
committee of the Town.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Board of Assessors annually provides the Board of Selectmen
with the necessary classification rate information for the holding of classification
hearings, including exemption recommendations, and advises the Board of Selectmen on
legislative and policy matters concerning valuation, classification, abatements and
otherwise.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Town Manager provides the clerical and professional assistance the
Board requires to perform its duties. The Board of Assessors interacts with the Town
Manager and the administrative organization primarily for the purpose of obtaining
clerical and professional assistance to perform the administrative functions necessary to
implement the Board of Assessors' determinations. The Town Manager otherwise
provides support as requested or required by law. The Town Manager also appoints a
principal appraiser after consultation with the Board. The Board of Assessors provides
information to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and other town boards as
required by law.      
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Building, Planning and Construction Committee.  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art.
16; 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

§ 4-304.  Building, Planning and Construction Committee.  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art.
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16; 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    There shall be a Building, Planning, and Construction Committee which shall consist of
seven members; three of these members shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen for
terms of three years each, so arranged that the term of one such appointee shall expire each
year, and three of these members shall be appointed by the Town Moderator for terms of
three years each, so arranged that the term of one such appointee shall expire each year. The
seventh member shall be appointed by the School Committee for a term of three years. The
appointee of the School Committee shall be a member of the School Committee or its
designee. If the appointee of the School Committee is a member of the School Committee
and ceases to be a member of the School Committee during his/her term, such appointee's
term on the Committee shall be deemed to be automatically terminated as a result on the date
thereof, and the School Committee shall appoint a successor to serve for the remainder of
such term. The Committee shall include in its membership a registered professional engineer
or an architect, an attorney, and a person employed in the construction industry or a related
trade or profession.  

B.    The Building, Planning and Construction Committee is responsible for surveying the growth
needs of the Town, the needs of the community and the physical condition of all municipal
buildings and other facilities. The Committee shall meet from time to time with
representatives of all municipal agencies to determine the need for additions or renovations
to any existing buildings or for the construction of new buildings or any other facilities for
the Town, and to determine the appropriate sites for such buildings and facilities.  

C.    By October 1 of each year all departments shall submit to the Building, Planning, and
Construction Committee any capital requests, which would include the need for additions or
renovations to existing buildings or for the construction of new buildings or any other
facilities for the Town, whether funded by general revenue, borrowing, enterprise funds,
grants, or otherwise.  

D.    The Building, Planning, and Construction Committee shall submit an updated prioritized
five-year Capital Improvement Plan based on the requests received from all departments to
the Town Manager by the following December 1. The Building, Planning, and Construction
Committee shall interact with the Finance Committee and the financial management team to
compile financial data in support of the draft to be submitted to the Town Manager.  

E.    Pursuant to Section 6-7 of the Town Charter, the Town Manager shall submit a Capital
Improvement and financial plan to the Board of Selectmen and the Finance Committee by
February 1 of each year. These plans shall come specifically from the Building, Planning,
and Construction Committee draft.  

F.    The Board of Selectmen, along with the Finance Committee, will review the Capital
Improvement Plan submitted by the Town Manager. Following this review, the Board of
Selectmen will draft articles for the recommended projects for the Fall Annual Town
Meeting. When approved, the Building, Planning, and Construction Committee will be
responsible for recommendations for the awarding of all contracts associated with said
articles. The Building, Planning, and Construction Committee will also be responsible for all
work associated with said projects, which will include site planning, preliminary
architectural plans, drawings, and construction supervision. At a regular scheduled Board of
Selectmen meeting, the Town Manager will award all contracts relating to capital projects.
The Building, Planning, and Construction Committee will present a bi-monthly report to the
Board of Selectmen at one of the Board of Selectmen's regularly scheduled meetings
updating the status of such projects.  

G.    All horizontal projects, which are considered to consist of roadways, bridges, sidewalks,
underground and overhead utilities including related pump stations and other types of
infrastructure, will come under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Works (DPW).
Horizontal construction, commonly referred to as "public works," is governed under MGL c.
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30, § 39M. The DPW shall submit to the Building, Planning, and Construction Committee
copies of its approved projects for review. The DPW Director or his/her designee shall give a
written and/or oral bi-monthly report on the status of such projects to a joint meeting of the
Board of Selectmen and the Building, Planning, and Construction Committee.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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Television Advisory Committee.  

§ 4-305.  Cable Television Advisory Committee.  

A.    Establishment. The Cable Television Advisory Committee consists of seven members.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Cable Television Advisory Committee are
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Cable Television Advisory Committee advises the Board of Selectmen and Town
Manager on matters relating to the licensing and supervision of a contract for cable
television services in the town consistent with MGL c. 166A. Consistent with the cable
television contract, the Cable Television Advisory Committee may be designated by the
Town Manager to exercise certain authorities under the contract.  

(2)    The Cable Television Advisory Committee acts as a sounding board for citizen
complaints and suggestions relating to the cable television services and shall, under the
direction of the Town Manager, refer subscriber complaints to the cable operator for
appropriate resolution. The Cable Television Advisory Committee meets not less than
once each quarter for the purpose of reviewing cable contract compliance, and advising
on other licensing matters. The Cable Television Advisory Committee is an advisory
committee of the Town.    

D.    Interrelationships. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Cable Television Advisory Committee advises the Board of
Selectmen on matters relating to issues and policies concerning cable television matters.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Cable Television Advisory Committee meets regularly with the
Town Manager, and provides advice, information and recommendations in the matter of
licensing for the cable contract. The Cable Television Advisory Committee interacts
with the Town Manager and the administrative organization primarily for the purpose of
obtaining clerical and professional assistance to enable it to perform its functions, in
order to efficiently manage the cable license.      
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Bylaw Review Committee. EN  

§ 4-306.  Bylaw Review Committee. EN(4)  

(1)   The Bylaw Review Committee is appointed periodically as required by the Charter. The
term of office shall be from October 1 in a year ending in zero or five to no later than the Fall
Annual Town Meeting in the succeeding year at which their report is presented as required
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by Section 7-8(b), Bylaw Review, of the Northbridge Town Charter.  

(2)  The Board of Selectmen may, at their discretion and for reasons beyond their control which
cause an unavoidable delay in completion of the bylaw review, extend the term of the Bylaw
Review Committee for a period of no longer than six months.    
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§ 4-307.  Conservation Commission.  

A.    Establishment. The Conservation Commission consists of seven members (MGL c. 40,
§ 8C). [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Conservation Commission are appointed by the
Board of Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The purpose of the Conservation Commission is to protect, promote and enhance the
quantity and quality of the natural resources within the Town, especially wetlands,
wildlife and water resources, through planning, acquisition, land management,
regulation, scientific research and public education. The Conservation Commission may
conduct researches into local land areas and shall seek to coordinate the activities of
unofficial bodies organized for similar purposes. The Conservation Commission is an
advisory and regulatory committee of the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    The Conservation Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of personal
property or interests in real property in the name of the Town, subject to approval of the
Board of Selectmen. The Conservation Commission may receive monetary gifts for
development of a Conservation Fund, and expend the same, subject to the General Laws
and the approval of the Board of Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(3)    The Conservation Commission is responsible for the implementation of the provisions
of MGL c. 131, § 40, in protecting floodplains, water bodies and other wetlands within
the Town, and the wetlands protection and aquifer protection provisions of the town
bylaws.  

(4)    The Conservation Commission is responsible, with the Recreation Commission, for
development and adoption of the town's Open Space and Recreation Plan, subject to
Board of Selectmen approval. The Conservation Commission may adopt policies and
promulgate land management plans for properties of the town reserved for conservation
purposes.    

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Conservation Commission consults with the Board of
Selectmen for the purposes of developing policies and proposed legislation for the town
designed to protect, promote and enhance the quantity and quality of the natural
resources within the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    Town Manager: The Conservation Commission interacts with the Town Manager in all
matters relating to the receipt of gifts, bequests or devises of personal property or
interests in real property in the name of the Town. Administrative support to the
Conservation Commission is primarily through the Town Manager who, in addition,
coordinates the activities of other administrative departments in order to ensure
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effectiveness of the Conservation Commission's decisions.  

(3)    Other town agencies: The Conservation Commission consults with the Planning Board,
Zoning Board of Appeals, the Board of Health and the Historical Commission, as
required to accomplish the Commission's mission. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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Contributory Retirement Board.  

§ 4-308.  Contributory Retirement Board.  

A.    Establishment. The Contributory Retirement Board consists of five members. [Note: See
MGL c. 32, § 20(4)(b).] [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment; selection. The Town Accountant shall serve, ex officio, as a member
of the Board, one member shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen; two members shall
be elected by the members in or retired from the service of such system from among their
number, and the fifth member, who shall not be an employee or official of the Town of
Northbridge, shall be chosen by the other members. The terms of all members shall be for
three years.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Contributory Retirement Board has the powers and
duties provided in MGL c. 32, § 20(5) and shall be responsible for the management of the
retirement system for the Town, subject to the requirements of MGL c. 32 and to the
oversight of the Commissioner of Public Employee Retirement as provided in MGL c. 32,
§ 21, and otherwise. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]    
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§ 4-309.  Cultural Council.  

A.    Establishment. The Cultural Council consists of seven members. (See MGL c. 10, § 58.)
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Cultural Council are appointed by the Board of
Selectmen. No member shall serve more than two consecutive terms. Members shall have
demonstrated scholarship or creativity in, or distinguished service to, the arts, humanities or
interpretive sciences. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Cultural Council shall decide the manner of distribution
of arts lottery funds or other funds that may be available to it and may also conduct other
activities to promote and encourage the arts, humanities or interpretive sciences. The Cultural
Council shall operate pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 10, § 58. The Cultural Council is
an advisory and ministerial body of the Town.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Cultural Council interacts with the Board of Selectmen for the
purpose of discussing policies and programs designed to promote and encourage the arts
within the Town.  
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(2)    Town Manager: The Cultural Council interacts with the Town Manager for the purpose
of receiving administrative support, financial assistance, utilization of property for the
purpose of sponsoring art exhibits, displays and related administrative activities.      
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§ 4-310.  Disability Commission.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    Establishment. The Disability Commission consists of five members. (See MGL c. 40, § 8J.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Disability Commission are appointed by the
Board of Selectmen. A majority of the persons appointed shall consist of persons with
disabilities; one member may be a member of the immediate family of a person with a
disability, and one member shall be an employee of the Town. The Disability Commission
may appoint two alternates.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Disability Commission researches local problems of
people with disabilities, advise and assist municipal officials and employees in ensuring
compliance with state and federal laws and regulations that affect people with disabilities,
coordinate or carry out programs designed to meet the problems of people with disabilities in
coordination with programs of the Massachusetts Office on Disability, review and make
recommendations about policies, procedures, services, activities and facilities of departments
and boards of the town as they affect people with disabilities, provide information, referrals,
guidance and technical assistance to individuals, public agencies, businesses and
organizations in all matters pertaining to disability, and coordinate the activities of other
local groups organized for similar purposes. The Commission may draft rules and regulations
concerning disabled persons' needs and issues, for adoption by the Town Manager and Board
of Selectmen. The Commission may receive gifts of property, both real and personal, in the
name of the Town, subject to approval of the Board of Selectmen, such gifts to be managed
and controlled by the Commission. The Disability Commission is an advisory and ministerial
body of the Town.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Disability Commission consults with the Board of Selectmen
to advise it on policies designed to meet the needs of the disabled and keep it informed
of new developments in state and federal laws and regulations relating to the disabled.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Disability Commission consults with the Town Manager to ensure
that town programs and activities, as well as facilities, serve the disabled, and come into
compliance with state and federal standards. The Commission receives administrative
support through the Town Manager.  

(3)    Other town agencies: The Disability Commission interacts with the Planning Board,
Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Historical
Commission, Building, Planning and Construction Committee, Northbridge Housing
Authority, and others as necessary, or needed, to assure compliance with relevant laws,
rules and regulations concerning disabled persons.      
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§ 4-311.  Health, Board of.  

A.    Establishment. The Board of Health consists of five members, one of whom shall be a health
care professional. (See MGL c. 111, §§ 26 to 32.) [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Board of Health are appointed by the Board of
Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Board of Health seeks to preserve and maintain the town's public health standards
and protect its environmental resources by educational means and by strict enforcement
of various regulations, bylaws, State Health Codes (CMR), General Laws, in particular
MGL c. 111, and federal law. The Board of Health carries out duties and responsibilities
assigned by either state or local legislation, as these primarily concern public health
standards and protection of environmental resources. The Board of Health establishes
policies and programs for implementation by the Health Department. The Board of
Health is an advisory and regulatory committee of the Town.  

(2)    No town agency, board, commission or officer shall enter into an agreement with a
private vendor, the purpose of which would be to provide for town-wide residential trash
collection services; however, nothing in this subsection shall limit in any way the
authority of the Board of Health, under state law, to regulate the issuance of solid waste
collection permits as it deems to be in the town's best interest.    

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Board of Health provides the Board of Selectmen with all
needed or required information concerning issues related to the public health in the
Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    Town Manager: The Town Manager will ensure that the Board's administrative staff in
the Health Division carries out its rules, regulations and decisions. The Manager must
meet periodically with the Board of Health so as to ensure that administrative staff
support is effective. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(3)    Other town agencies: As necessary, the Board of Health interacts with other boards
within the town on issues of concern to the public health, including the School
Department, the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, the Northbridge Housing
Authority, the Historical Commission, the Development and Industrial Commission and
the Licensing Authority.      
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§ 4-312.  Historical Commission.  

A.    Establishment. The Historical Commission consists of seven members. (See MGL c. 40,
§ 8D.) [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Historical Commission are appointed by the
Board of Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The purpose of the Historical Commission is to preserve, protect and develop the
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historical and archaeological assets of the Town. The Historical Commission may
conduct research for places of historic and archaeological value, and shall cooperate
with the State Archaeologist in conducting such research. The Historical Commission
seeks to coordinate the activities of unofficial bodies organized for similar purposes and
may, subject to appropriation and approval by the Town Manager, advertise, prepare,
print and distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets which it deems necessary
for its work.  

(2)    The Historical Commission, for the purpose of protecting and preserving such places,
may make such recommendations as it deems necessary to the Board of Selectmen, and,
subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, that any such place be certified as an historical or archaeological
landmark.  

(3)    The Historical Commission may hold hearings, may recommend to the Town Manager
execution of contracts with individuals, organizations and institutions or services
furthering the objectives of their program, may recommend to the Town Manager
execution of contracts with local or regional associations for cooperative endeavors
furthering its program, and may with the approval of the Town Manager, accept gifts,
contributions and bequests of funds from individuals, foundations and from federal, state
or other governmental bodies for the purpose of furthering its programs. The Historical
Commission may recommend to the Board of Selectmen acquisition of property by gift,
purchase, grant, bequest, devise, lease or otherwise a fee or lesser interest in real or
personal property of significant historical value and upon approval by the Town
Manager, may be directed to manage the same, may make and execute any agreement
and may do and perform any and all acts which may be necessary or desirable to carry
out the purposes of this section.  

(4)    The Historical Commission surveys and compiles a listing of all historical sites and
buildings within the Town, public and private, determines the functions and structures of
all historical organizations within the town and holds correlative seminars with
historical organizations. It further determines the requirements for repair, reconstruction
and protection of historical landmarks, assists and cooperates with public commissions
in the conduct of public historical events. The Historical Commission is an advisory
committee of the Town.    

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Historical Commission advises the Board of Selectmen on
policies and legislation concerning the preservation, protection and development of
historical or archaeological assets in the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    Town Manager: The Town Manager interacts with the Historical Commission primarily
for the purposes outlined in order to effectuate its activities, and/or acquisition of
interests in historical properties within the Town. Administrative support is provided to
the Commission through the Town Manager.  

(3)    Other town agencies: The Historical Commission shall, with respect to matters or
actions affecting the historical or archaeological assets of the Town, coordinate with
state boards and agencies, including, but not limited to, the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, the State Archaeologist, local and regional planning committees and
interact with respect to such matters or actions with town agencies, including, but not
limited to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Commission,
Board of Health and the Northbridge Housing Authority, as necessary, in order to better
coordinate the activities of these boards in instances where properties of either a
historical or archaeological value are under consideration by these boards.      
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-300, MULTIPLE-MEMBER BODIES  / § 4-313.
Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission.  

§ 4-313.  Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission.  

A.    Establishment. The Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission consists of
seven members. (See MGL c. 40, § 8A and c. 40D.) [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Industrial Development Finance Authority and
Commission are appointed by the Board of Selectmen for terms of five years each. At least
one member shall be experienced in financial matters, one in real estate matters and one in
town government. The Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission is an
advisory and ministerial body of the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission is responsible for
coordinating and approving industrial development projects for financing by means of
tax exempt industrial development finance bonds. The Industrial Development Finance
Authority and Commission acts pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 40D. The Town,
acting by and through its authority, and the Town Manager are authorized and
empowered to borrow money in furtherance of the purposes of MGL c. 40D, and to
evidence the same by the issuance of bonds.  

(2)    The Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission shall also serve as a
development and industrial commission to provide advice and assistance relative to
development of the town's economic resource base, and to provide assistance in the
development of an economic development plan.  

(3)    The Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission advises and assists in
development of specific economic development goals, establishes methods to foster
cooperation among the private and public sectors, establishes methods to increase job
opportunities for residents of the Town, establishes methods to assist existing businesses
in their expansion needs, establishes methods to assist businesses locating in the town
and establishes methods to determine the compatibility of certain businesses with the
environment and character of the Town.    

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission
interacts with the Board of Selectmen on all matters concerning industrial development
within the Town, and specifically to provide recommendations concerning development
of the town's economic resources.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Industrial Development Finance Authority and Commission
interacts with the Manager for the purpose of seeking review and approval for programs
and proposals it has made or intends to make on behalf of the Town. Administrative
support is provided by the Town Manager.  

(3)    Other town agencies: As necessary, the Industrial Development Finance Authority and
Commission meets with the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation
Commission, Board of Health, the Historical Commission and other town agencies in
pursuit of economic development planning and coordination of efforts.  

(4)    Regional agencies: As necessary the Industrial Development Finance Authority and
Commission meets with other public and private agencies located in proximity to
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Northbridge which are also concerned with economic development matters.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-300, MULTIPLE-MEMBER BODIES  / § 4-314.
Licensing Authority.  

§ 4-314.  Licensing Authority.  

A.    Establishment. The Board of Selectmen shall serve as a Licensing Authority for the town
pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 138 and MGL c. 140, § 1.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Board of Selectmen shall serve by virtue of their
office as the members of the Licensing Authority.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Licensing Authority may grant licenses relating to
alcoholic beverages under Chapter 138 of the General Laws and those licenses under Chapter
140 of the General Laws which are not, by the provisions of said chapter, placed within the
jurisdiction of another municipal officer or agency, and shall have all the powers and duties
of a Licensing Authority under said chapters. The Licensing Authority is an advisory and
regulatory body of the Town.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Board of Selectmen in its capacity as the Licensing Authority
shall, annually, file a separate report listing all of its doings regarding licensing
activities, with recommendations, as necessary, concerning issues relative to Chapter
138 and Chapter 140 licensing within the Town. A copy of this report shall be filed in
the office of the Town Clerk.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Town Manager provides the Licensing Authority administrative
support for its deliberations and responsibilities. The Licensing Authority shall further
discuss with the Manager budgetary issues and other related licensing issues of the
Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-300, MULTIPLE-MEMBER BODIES  / § 4-315.
Personnel Board.  

§ 4-315.  Personnel Board.  

A.    Establishment. The Personnel Board consists of five members. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Personnel Board shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
At least two members of the Personnel Board shall be qualified by reason of experience in
personnel administration.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    A majority of the members of the Personnel Board constitute a quorum for the
transaction of its business, but the affirmative vote of a majority of its membership shall
be necessary for any official act of the Personnel Board. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  

(2)    Except as otherwise provided by law, the Personnel Board shall have access to all facts,
figures, records and other information relating to the personnel of town departments, and
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the same shall be furnished forthwith by the Town Manager whenever so requested by
the Board in such form as said Board may require.  

(3)    Personnel policy.   

(a)  The Personnel Board, consistent with the Town Charter and applicable state and
federal laws, shall develop and recommend a town personnel policy to be approved
by the Board of Selectmen and administered by the Town Manager.   

(b)  The town personnel policy shall encompass modern personnel practices, provide for
equitable and fair treatment of town employees, reflect the town's commitment to
equal employment opportunity and affirmative action and provide for a merit-based
performance evaluation system; provided, further, that nothing in said policy shall
infringe upon a department director's ability to supervise and discipline other
employees subject to an appropriate appeal process to the Town Manager.   

(c)  At a minimum, the policy shall consist of the following components:   

[1]    Applicability to different classes of employees.   

[2]    Recruitment and selection of employees.   

[3]    Pay and classification plan.   

[4]    Rules of conduct and hours of work.   

[5]    Employee benefits.   

[6]    Leaves of absence.   

[7]    Maintenance of personnel records.   

[8]    Disciplinary procedures.   

[9]    Grievance hearing processes.   

[10]  Federal and state required elements (e.g., ADA).     

(d)  Before the Personnel Board makes any recommendations to the Board of Selectmen
regarding the personnel policy, it shall hold a duly advertised public hearing at
which employees and the public may have the opportunity to express their views
with respect to any proposed amendments.   

(e)  Upon receipt from the Personnel Board of a proposed change in the personnel
policy, the Board of Selectmen shall place on its next available agenda the proposal
for discussion, inviting the Personnel Board to attend. The Board of Selectmen may
accept, reject or amend the proposal of the Personnel Board. The Town Manager
shall be responsible for administration and enforcement of the personnel policy and
any amendments thereof.   

(f)  The Board of Selectmen and/or the Town Manager may at their own volition
propose changes to the personnel policy by adhering to the following procedures:   

[1]    A draft of the proposed policy change shall be sent to the Personnel Board for
public hearing and recommendation to the Board of Selectmen.   

[2]    The Personnel Board, from receipt of the draft proposal, shall have 30 days to
conduct a public hearing and report back to the Board of Selectmen with its
recommendation.   

[3]    Should the Personnel Board fail to conduct a public hearing and report back to
the Board of Selectmen within the allocated 30 days, the Board of Selectmen
may conduct its own public hearing on the proposed change, after which it may
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take final action.      

(4)    The Personnel Board shall file an annual report of its activities, including its
recommendations to the Board of Selectmen, by a time established by the Town
Manager to allow for its inclusion in the annual town report.    

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Personnel Board consults with the Board of Selectmen on the
issues of personnel policy and legislation necessary to effectuate sound personnel
management in the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    Town Manager: The Town Manager provides clerical and professional assistance to the
Board in the areas prescribed, and meets regularly with the Board in furtherance of its
objectives. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(3)    Other boards: The Personnel Board shall make itself available to other boards and
departments in order to provide advice on personnel matters.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-300, MULTIPLE-MEMBER BODIES  / § 4-316.
Playgrounds and Recreation Commission.   

§ 4-316.  Playgrounds and Recreation Commission.   

A.    Establishment. The Playgrounds and Recreation Commission consists of five members. (See
MGL c. 45.) [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23; 10-28-2008 ATM, Art. 5]    

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Playgrounds and Recreation Commission are
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Playgrounds and Recreation Commission advises and
otherwise assists the Town Manager in the establishment of rules and regulations concerning
the use of all playground and athletic fields, including those under the jurisdiction of the
School Committee except during the regular school year or at other times when such
facilities are reserved for use for Town of Northbridge school activities. The Playgrounds
and Recreation Commission further advises and otherwise assists the Town Manager in
establishing rules and regulations for development, servicing and delivery of recreational
activities in the Town. The Playgrounds and Recreation Commission is an advisory
committee of the Town.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Playgrounds and Recreation Commission advises the Board of
Selectmen relative to the establishment of policies concerning recreational programming
within the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    Town Manager: The Playgrounds and Recreation Commission interacts with the Town
Manager to ensure that rules and regulations concerning playgrounds, athletic fields, and
the development and delivery of recreational activities are effective. The Playgrounds
and Recreation Commission receives administrative support from the Town Manager for
this purpose.  

(3)    Department of Public Works (DPW): The Department of Public Works has
responsibility for the day-to-day maintenance of land and facilities. Additionally, the
DPW shall oversee all construction, repairs, maintenance and improvement of
playgrounds, parks, athletic fields, and facilities. The Playground and Recreation
Commission shall make recommendations on maintenance, repairs, and improvements
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to recreational facilities and shall submit proposed capital projects through the Town
Manager to the DPW for inclusion in the Capital Improvement Plan. [Added 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23]  

(4)    The Playgrounds and Recreation Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of
personal property or interests in real property in the name of the town, subject to the
approval of the Board of Selectmen. The Playgrounds and Recreation Commission may
receive monetary gifts for development of a Playgrounds and Recreation fund, and
expend the same, subject to the General Laws and the approval of the Board of
Selectmen. [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
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Recycling Committee.  

§ 4-317.  Recycling Committee.  

A.    Establishment. The Recycling Committee consists of five members. (See MGL c. 40, § 8H.)
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Recycling Committee are appointed by the Board
of Selectmen. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Recycling Committee shall research local recycling
areas and shall coordinate the activities of all groups organized for similar purposes. The
Recycling Committee shall supervise and monitor a recycling program for the purpose of
recycling any type of solid waste and compostable waste.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Recycling Committee advises the Board of Selectmen on
policies concerning recycling programs within the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23]  

(2)    Town Manager: The Recycling Committee interacts with the Town Manager to ensure
that rules and regulations concerning recycling of materials are being followed by town
residents, and it also interacts with the Town Manager and the administrative
organization for the purpose of obtaining clerical and professional assistance.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-300, MULTIPLE-MEMBER BODIES  / § 4-318.
Registrars of Voters.  

§ 4-318.  Registrars of Voters.  

A.    Establishment. The Board of Registrars of Voters consists of the Town Clerk and three other
persons. (See MGL c. 51.) [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. Members of the Board of Registrars of Voters are appointed by the
Board of Selectmen, so that they represent the two leading political parties, and in no case
shall an appointment be made as to cause the Board of Registrars of Voters to have more
than two members, including the Town Clerk, of the same political party. Every such
appointment shall be made from a list to be submitted by the town committee of the political
party from the members of which the position is to be filled, containing the names of three
enrolled members of such party resident in the Town, selected by a majority vote at a duly
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called meeting of such committee. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Board of Registrars of Voters hold voter registration
sessions, certify the signatures on nomination papers and petitions, hold hearings and decide
disputes over signatures on nomination papers, prepare an annual list of persons (the,
so-called, "street list") and all other duties as cited in MGL c. 51. The Board of Registrars of
Voters is a regulatory and ministerial committee of the Town.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: Interaction with the Board of Selectmen is minimal; the main
function of the Board of Registrars of Voters concerns itself with elective matters.  

(2)    Town Manager: The Manager provides staff assistance through the employment of poll
workers, ballot counters, supervision and facilities for the conduct of electoral matters.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
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Youth Commission.  

§ 4-319.  Youth Commission.  

A.    Establishment. The Youth Commission consists of seven members. (See MGL c. 40, § 8E.)
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment. The members of the Youth Commission are appointed by the Board of
Selectmen. Members appointed shall provide a balanced and diverse representation of the
community's interests and concerns. At least three members shall be high school students.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Youth Commission shall be responsible for carrying out
programs which may be designed or established to meet the opportunities, challenges and
problems of the youth of the Town. The Youth Commission advises and assists the Board of
Selectmen and Town Manager in the development of policies, programs and delivery of
services for the health and welfare of youth and their families. The Youth Commission shall
regularly assess the needs of youth as individuals and community members and work with
the School Department, Recreation Department, Police Department and other town
departments, multiple-member bodies and community groups in coordinating or developing
mutual efforts to address these needs. The Youth Commission further advises and otherwise
assists the Town Manager in utilization of all federal, state and municipal programs and
services available to youth and provides education and referral resources to all members of
the community. The Youth Commission is an advisory committee of the Town.  

D.    Interrelationships.  

(1)    Board of Selectmen: The Youth Commission advises the Board of Selectmen relative to
the establishment of policies concerning youth and family service programming within
the Town. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    Town Manager: The Youth Commission interacts with the Town Manager to ensure that
the development and delivery of youth and family services are effective. The Youth
Commission receives administrative support from the Town Manager.  

(3)    Other town agencies: As necessary, the Youth Commission interacts and meets with the
Playgrounds and Recreation Commission and the School Committee.       
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ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-401.  Town
Accountant.  

§ 4-401.  Town Accountant.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Town Accountant.(See MGL c. 41, §§ 44 to 61.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint a Town Accountant. The Town
Accountant shall hold no other town office involving the receipt or disbursement of money.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Town Accountant shall examine the books and accounts of all town officers and
multiple-member bodies entrusted with the receipt, custody or expenditure of money,
and all original bills and vouchers on which money has been or may be paid from its
treasury. The Town Accountant shall have free access to such books, accounts, bills and
vouchers for the purpose of examination, and shall examine the same at least once in
each year, and annually report in writing the result of such examinations. The Town
Accountant shall, at least once a year, verify the cash balance of each town office by
actual count of the cash and shall in the annual report of the Town Accountant certify,
under oath, the facts so found.  

(2)    The Town Accountant shall, at least once every year, audit the accounts of the trustees
of any property the principal or income of which, in whole or in part, was bequeathed or
given in trust for public uses for the benefit of the Town, or for the benefit of the
inhabitants of the Town, and examine and estimate the funds, securities and evidences of
property held by such trustees.  

(3)    The Town Manager and all boards, committees, heads of departments and officers
authorized to spend money shall approve and transmit to the Town Accountant all bills,
drafts, orders and payrolls chargeable to the respective appropriations of which they
have the expenditure. The Town Accountant shall examine all such bills, drafts, orders
and payrolls, and, if found correct, shall draw a warrant upon the treasury for the
payment of the same, and the Treasurer shall pay no money from the treasury except
upon such warrant prepared by the Town Accountant and approved by the Town
Manager. The Town Accountant may disallow and refuse to approve for payment any
claim as fraudulent, unlawful or excessive, and in such case the Town Accountant shall
file with the Town Treasurer a written statement of the reasons for such refusal.  

(4)    The Town Accountant shall keep a complete set of books and the accounts shall be kept,
so far as practicable, in conformity with the classifications and forms prescribed by the
Director of Accounts in accordance with MGL c. 44, § 43. The Town Accountant shall
have custody of all contracts of the Town.  

(5)    The Town Accountant shall immediately upon the close of the calendar year compile
statements in tabulated form showing the amounts appropriated and the amounts
expended from each appropriation during the preceding fiscal year, the amounts
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appropriated for the current fiscal year and the amounts expended from such
appropriations during the first six months of such year and the amounts estimated to be
expended from such appropriations during the second six months of such year, and the
estimates for the next ensuing fiscal year, and shall forthwith furnish a copy thereof to
the Town Manager, and to the Finance Committee.  

(6)    The Town Accountant shall make an annual report, to be published as a town document.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-402.
Animal Control Officer.  

§ 4-402.  Animal Control Officer.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be an Animal Control Officer who shall have all of the powers
and duties of a dog officer, as provided in MGL c. 41, § 151, and all of the powers and duties
of a field driver, as provided in MGL c. 49, §§ 22 to 41.  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager shall, annually, appoint an Animal
Control Officer and such assistants as may be required and authorized and who shall hold
office for one year or until their successors are qualified.  

C.    The Animal Control Officer shall come under the control and jurisdiction of the Northbridge
Police Department. [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 231EN(5)]  

D.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Animal Control Officer shall attend to all complaints or other matters pertaining to
dogs and other animals in the Town.  

(2)    The Animal Control Officer shall be responsible for the enforcement of all laws relating
to the care, custody and control of dogs (MGL c. 140, §§ 136A - 174). The Animal
Control Officer shall be responsible for the enforcement of all laws relating to the care,
custody and control of other animals found at large in the town (MGL c. 49, §§ 22 - 41).      
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§ 4-403.  Animals, Inspector of.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be an Inspector of Animals as provided in MGL c. 129, §§ 15 to
25.  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager shall annually, in March, nominate
one or more Inspectors of Animals, and before April first, shall send to the Director of
Animal Health of the commonwealth the name, address and occupation of each nominee.
Such nominee shall not be appointed until approved by the Director of Animal Health of the
commonwealth (MGL c. 129, § 15).  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. Each Inspector of Animals shall comply with and enforce all
orders and regulations directed to him by the Director of Animal Health (MGL c. 129, § 18).
Inspectors of Animals shall make regular and thorough inspections of all neat cattle, sheep
and swine found within the town limits. Such inspections shall be made at such times and in
such manner as the Director of Animal Health shall from time to time order. Inspectors of
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Animals shall also from time to time make inspections of all other domestic animals within
the limits of the town if they know, or have reason to suspect, that such animals are affected
with or have been exposed to any contagious disease, and shall immediately inspect all
domestic animals and any place where any such animals are kept whenever directed so to do
by the Director of Animal Health (MGL c. 129, § 19).    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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Appraiser, Principal.  

§ 4-404.  Appraiser, Principal.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Principal Appraiser.  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager, after consultation with the
members of the Board of Assessors shall appoint the Principal Appraiser.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Principal Appraiser shall appraise real and personal property in the town; perform
field measurements and inspections of residential and commercial buildings, including
new buildings, additions, major alterations, demolition and partial construction; also
inspects land and land changes resulting from map changes, deed transfers and
subdivision changes, using appropriate appraisal techniques, makes estimate of market
value of properties; keeps apprised of all deed transfers and checks deeds for ownership.  

(2)    The Principal Appraiser maintains record file system on permanent properties including
collected data and calculated cost with depreciation, current market and assessed
valuation considered.  

(3)    The Principal Appraiser performs other related duties, as required.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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§ 4-405.  Buildings, Inspector of.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Building Inspector as provided in MGL c. 143, § 3.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint a Building Inspector. The person
appointed as Building Inspector shall have at least the qualifications as are provided in MGL
c. 143, § 3.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Building Inspector shall make inspections, issue such permits and enforce such
regulations and bylaws as may be required by the town or under the State Building Code
and may for such purposes, at all reasonable times, enter upon premises to carry out
such lawful procedures. The Building Inspector shall be responsible for the enforcement
of the provisions of MGL c. 143 and 780 CMR within the Town.  

(2)    The Building Inspector shall serve as the Zoning Enforcement Officer as provided in
MGL c. 40A, § 7.      
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Defense, Director of.  

§ 4-406.  Civil Defense, Director of.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Department of Civil Defense as provided in Chapter 639 of
the Acts of 1950, as amended.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint a Director of Civil Defense.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Director of Civil Defense shall be responsible for
preparing and carrying out all emergency functions and services, including but not limited to
police and fire-fighting services; medical and other health services; rescue engineering and
air-raid warning services; evacuation of persons from stricken areas; emergency welfare
services; communications; radiological, chemical and other special weapon of defense;
emergency transportation; existing or property assigned functions of plant protection;
temporary restoration of public utility services and other functions. The Director of Civil
Defense shall have all other powers and duties given to directors of civil defense by general
laws of the commonwealth and the town bylaws.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-407.  Town
Clerk.  

§ 4-407.  Town Clerk.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Town Clerk.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint a Town Clerk.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Town Clerk shall be the keeper of vital statistics for the
Town, the custodian of the Town Seal and of all other records of the Town, shall administer
the oath of office to all town officers who are required to be sworn to their office, be the
clerk of the Town Meeting, shall issue all such licenses and permits as are provided by law
and shall be responsible for the conduct of all elections held in the town and of all other
matters relating to elections. The Town Clerk shall have all of the other powers, duties and
responsibilities which are given to town clerks by general laws.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-408.
Collector-Treasurer.  

§ 4-408.  Collector-Treasurer.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Town Collector-Treasurer. (See MGL c. 41, §§ 35 - 47.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint a Town Collector-Treasurer.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Town Collector-Treasurer shall collect all accounts due
to the Town. The Collector-Treasurer shall, upon receiving a tax list and warrant from the
Board of Assessors collect the taxes, and any interest thereon. The Collector-Treasurer shall
have all of the other powers, duties and responsibilities which are given to collectors of taxes
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by general laws. (See MGL c. 41, § 38; c. 60, generally.) The Collector-Treasurer shall
receive and take charge of all money belonging to the Town. The Collector-Treasurer shall,
according to the orders of the town or its authorized officers, pay out and account for all
disbursements in behalf of the Town. The Collector-Treasurer shall annually render a true
account of receipts and disbursements and report on all official acts. The Town
Collector-Treasurer shall have all of the other powers and duties which are given to town
treasurers by general laws (MGL c. 41, §§ 35 - 43A).    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-409.
Constables.  

§ 4-409.  Constables.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be one or more constables. (See MGL c. 41, §§ 91 through 95.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Board of Selectmen shall appoint constables for terms of three
years each.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. Constables may serve certain civil writs and processes. They
have the powers of sheriffs to require aid in the execution of their duties. Constables take due
notice of and prosecute all violations of law, respecting the observance of the Lord's Day,
profane swearing and gaming. Constables also serve all processes directed to them by the
Board of Selectmen of the Town, for notifying of Town Meetings and elections or for other
purposes. (See MGL c. 41, §§ 61 through 95.)    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-410.
Counsel, Town.  

§ 4-410.  Counsel, Town.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Town Counsel.  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Board of Selectmen shall, annually, appoint some
qualified attorney or firm to serve as Town Counsel for the ensuing year. [Amended
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Town Counsel shall be responsible for the legal affairs of the town and shall
personally provide, or, shall personally supervise the provision by others, of all legal
services necessary for the proper and efficient conduct of the town's affairs. The Town
Counsel shall keep the Board of Selectmen fully appraised of the status of all legal
matters affecting the town by frequent oral and written reports either directly to it or to it
through the Town Manager. At least monthly the Town Counsel shall file a written
report summarizing activities during the preceding month. In all matters assigned for
trial to outside attorneys provision shall be made requiring such Counsel to meet with
the Board of Selectmen, at such times as may be determined by the Board of Selectmen,
for pretrial conferences and status reports.  

(2)    The Town Counsel shall devote some portion of time, to be determined by the Board of
Selectmen from time to time, to consist of regular office hours at the Town Hall, for the
convenience of town agencies. The Town Counsel shall also be available to meet and
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confer with town officers and employees, department heads and multiple-member
bodies at any time mutually convenient to the parties.  

(3)    The duties of the Town Counsel shall specifically include, but are not to be construed as
limited to, the following matters:   

(a)  Title examination for all real estate and other property to be acquired by the Town,
approval of deeds and other instruments in writing under which the town takes title
to the same.   

(b)  Draft all deeds, leases, conveyances and releases to be executed in behalf of the
town and all contracts, bonds, obligations or other agreements in writing whereby
the town assumes any pecuniary, contractual or other liability to be executed by any
town official, board, department or committee by virtue of any special or general
authorization.   

(c)  Draft formal orders, notices, votes, adjudications or decrees for the layout,
relocation, alteration or discontinuance of town ways and for the taking of lands or
interests in lands, in behalf of the Town, by purchase or eminent domain, for any
municipal purpose.   

(d)  Attend all Town Meetings and, at the request of the Moderator thereof, advise the
Town Meeting on questions of law relating to the subject matter of any matter before
the Town Meeting and as to the form of proposed votes or motions or the legality of
any particular action proposed to be taken by the Town Meeting.   

(e)  Provide advice or opinion to all elective or appointive town officers,
multiple-member bodies or departments as to any function of their respective offices
or on any specific question of law in relation thereto.   

(f)  Appear and act as attorney for the town or for any town officer in their official
capacity, in any suit, action, complaint or court proceedings in which the Town, or
such town officer in their official capacity, is a party plaintiff or a party defendant,
subject to the advice and consent of the Board of Selectmen.   

(g)  Appear and act for the town and its officers, boards and committees before state and
county boards and officials, executive departments and committees of the
legislature, in all proceedings involving the rights, duties or interests of the Town,
subject to the request and direction of the Board of Selectmen.   

(h)  Appear for and defend any town officer against whom in person any suit or
proceedings in court has been brought, founded on an official action performed in
good faith relative to a matter in which the town in its corporate capacity has a duty
to perform, a right to defend or an interest to protect, provided that the Board of
Selectmen, at the request of such officer, directs the Town Counsel, in writing, so to
do.   

(i)    Advise the Board of Selectmen with respect to the question of whether or not to
compromise and settle claims or suits against the Town.   

(j)    Develop, organize and maintain, in current status, all town legal files and records,
including both paper and computer data information.   

(k)  Perform such other duties related to the office of Town Counsel as may from time to
time be assigned by vote of the Board of Selectmen.    

(4)    Additional counsel; special counsel. No town agency shall, unless authorized by a vote
of the Town, or a vote of the Board of Selectmen, employ, advise with or consult any
attorney or counselor at law, other than the Town Counsel, with regard to its duties, or
to any town business; provided, however, that whenever a jurisdictional dispute shall
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arise between two or more town agencies and the matter appears to be one which is
proper for a judicial determination such authorization shall not be denied. In such cases
it is recognized that the Town Counsel might be embarrassed or inconvenienced by a
conflict of interest or by the appearance of a conflict of interest. To avoid this, separate,
independent counsel shall be employed by the Town. The Town Counsel shall decide
which agency (if any) it wishes to represent.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-411.
Fence Viewers.  

§ 4-411.  Fence Viewers.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be two or more Fence Viewers as provided in MGL c. 49,
§§ 1-20.  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager shall annually appoint two or more
Fence Viewers, to hold office for one year and until their successors are qualified.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Fence Viewers shall be responsible for the enforcement
of MGL c. 41, §§ 1 - 21, and may determine when a partition fence is required. They shall
have all of the other powers and duties given to Fence Viewers by general laws of the
commonwealth.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-412.  Fire
Chief and Fire Department.  

§ 4-412.  Fire Chief and Fire Department.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Fire Department, headed by a Fire Chief. (See MGL c. 48,
§§ 42-44.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint a Fire Chief who shall appoint such
number of firefighters as may otherwise be authorized.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Fire Chief shall be responsible for the organization,
training and direction of Fire Department personnel involving fire fighting, fire prevention,
fire safety inspection and investigation and emergency medical services. The Fire Chief shall
have full charge of extinguishing fires, shall be in immediate control of all town property
used by the Department, and of the officers and firefighters, who shall obey his orders. The
Fire Chief shall have the powers, duties and responsibilities of a forest warden as provided in
MGL c. 48, §§ 8 through 12. The Fire Chief has other extensive authority, in fire prevention,
pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 148, and other authority.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-413.
Forest Warden.  

§ 4-413.  Forest Warden.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Forest Warden. (See MGL c. 48, § 8.)  
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B.    Mode of appointment. The Fire Chief shall serve by virtue of office as Forest Warden.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Forest Warden may appoint deputies to assist him in his duties and may discharge
them, and he or his deputies may, if in their judgment there is any danger from a forest
fire, employ assistance or require any male person in their town between the ages of 18
and 50 to aid in the extinguishment or prevention.  

(2)    The Forest Warden may arrest without warrant any person found in the act of setting,
maintaining or increasing a fire in violation of MGL c. 48, § 13.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-414.  Gas
Piping and Gas Appliances, Inspector of.  

§ 4-414.  Gas Piping and Gas Appliances, Inspector of.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be an Inspector of Gas Piping and Gas Appliances as provided in
MGL c. 143, § 30.  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager shall appoint an Inspector of Gas
Piping and Gas Appliances annually, in June, who shall serve until a successor has been
appointed and qualified.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Inspector of Gas Piping and Gas Appliances is
responsible for the enforcement of the rules and regulations adopted by the Gas Regulatory
Board, created by MGL c. 25, § 12H. The Inspector of Gas Piping and Gas Appliances shall
have all other powers and duties given to an Inspector of Gas Piping and Gas Appliances by
the general laws of the commonwealth (MGL c. 143, § 30).    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-415.
Lockup officer.  

§ 4-415.  Lockup officer.  

A.    Establishment There shall be a Keeper of the Lockup. (See MGL c. 40, § 35.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall, annually, after consultation with the Police
Chief, appoint a Keeper of the Lockup.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Keeper of the Lockup shall have the care and custody of
the town lockup and of all persons who are committed to the lockup, as provided in MGL c.
40, §§ 34 - 37, inclusive.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-416.
Measurers of Wood and Bark.  

§ 4-416.  Measurers of Wood and Bark.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be one or more Measurers of Wood and Bark. (See MGL c. 94,
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§§ 296 to 303.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Sealer of Weights and Measures shall serve by virtue of office as
a Measurer of Wood and Bark.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Measurers of Wood and Bark shall be responsible for
the enforcement of the laws relating to the sale of wood and bark within the town as provided
in MGL c. 94: §§ 296 to 303, inclusive.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-417.
Parking Clerk.  

§ 4-417.  Parking Clerk.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Parking Clerk. (See MGL c. 90, § 20A.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint the Parking Clerk.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Parking Clerk shall report to the Town Manager and
shall supervise and coordinate the processing of parking notices in the town as provided in
MGL c. 90, § 20A-E.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-418.
Plumbing Inspector.  

§ 4-418.  Plumbing Inspector.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Plumbing Inspector as provided in MGL c. 142, § 11.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint the Plumbing Inspector annually, in
June, who shall serve until a successor has been appointed and qualified.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Plumbing Inspector shall be responsible for the
enforcement of all rules and regulations with regard to the construction, alteration and repair
of all plumbing in the Town. (See MGL c. 142, §§ 11 - 13, and c. 142, generally).    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-419.
Police Chief and Police Department.  

§ 4-419.  Police Chief and Police Department.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Police Department headed by a Chief of Police, as provided
in MGL c. 41, §§ 96 through 99A.  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager shall appoint a Chief of Police and
such other officers as may otherwise be authorized.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Chief of Police shall plan, direct and administer the activities of the Police
Department in supplying the public safety services under the police, including law
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enforcement, crime prevention and traffic safety.  

(2)    The Chief of Police shall from time to time make suitable regulations governing the
Police Department and the police officers.  

(3)    The Chief of Police shall be in immediate control of all town property used by the
Department, and of the police officers, whom he shall assign to their respective duties
and who shall obey his orders.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-420.
Public Works, Department and Director of.  

§ 4-420.  Public Works, Department and Director of.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Department of Public Works, headed by a Director of Public
Works, which shall be responsible for the performance of all public works related activities
of the Town including operation, maintenance, repair, design, and construction of all public
works. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Department of Public Works shall be under the
direct control and supervision of a Director of Public Works who shall be appointed by and
who shall be responsible to the Town Manager. The Director of Public Works shall serve for
an indefinite term. The Director of Public Works shall be a person especially fitted by
education, experience and training to perform the duties of the office.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Department of Public Works shall assume all of the duties and responsibilities
related to public works activities which prior to the adoption of the Home Rule Charter
were performed by or under the Tree Warden, Director of Public Works, Sewer
Commissioners, Cemetery Commissioners, Playground and Recreation Commission and
Board of Selectmen.  

(2)    The Director of Public Works shall be responsible for the supervision and coordination
of all activities of the Department of Public Works in accordance with state statutes,
town bylaws, administrative code and rules and regulations.  

(3)    The office of Tree Warden shall be continued as a division within the Department of
Public Works, and an individual shall be appointed to serve in such capacity. A Board of
Playground and Recreation Commissioners shall continue to serve, by appointment, to
plan, supervise, operate and conduct programs of sport and recreational activities, but it
shall have no responsibility for the day-to-day maintenance of land or facilities.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-421.
Superintendent of Shade Tree Management and Pest Control.  

§ 4-421.  Superintendent of Shade Tree Management and Pest Control.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Superintendent of Shade Tree Management and Pest Control.
See MGL c. 132, § 13.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Director of Public Works shall serve by virtue of office as
Superintendent of Shade Tree Management and Pest Control (MGL c. 132, § 13).  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

58

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Superintendent of Shade Tree Management and Pest
Control shall be responsible for the suppression of the public nuisances named in MGL c.
132, § 11, including gypsy and brown tailed moths, tent caterpillars, cankerworms, Oriental
hag moths, fall webworm, Japanese beetle and other insects which destroy forest and shade
tree foliage. (MGL c. 132, § 13; see c. 132, generally)    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-422.
Veterans' Services Director.  

§ 4-422.  Veterans' Services Director.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Veterans' Services Director as provided in MGL c. 115, § 10.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Town Manager shall appoint the Veterans' Services Director.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Veterans' Services Director shall furnish information, advice and assistance to
veterans relative to employment, education, medical care, pensions and other benefits to
which they are or may be entitled (MGL c. 115, §§ 10 - 14).  

(2)    The Veterans' Services Director shall also serve as the veterans' graves officer
responsible to see that every veteran's grave is suitably kept and cared for. (See MGL c.
115, § 9.)  

(3)    The Veterans' Services Director shall also serve as the veterans' burial agent responsible
to see that the body of any indigent veteran, or dependent of such veteran, is property
interred. (See MGL c. 115, § 8.)      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-423.
Sealer of Weights and Measures.  

§ 4-423.  Sealer of Weights and Measures.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Sealer of Weights and Measures. (See MGL c. 98, §§ 34
through 56D.)  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager shall appoint a Sealer and may
appoint one or more deputies to act under the direction of the Sealer of Weights and
Measures.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Sealer of Weights and Measures shall test, adjust and
seal all devices used for the weighing or measuring of commodities and be responsible for
the enforcement of all laws relating to weights and measures.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-424.  Tree
Warden.  

§ 4-424.  Tree Warden.  
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A.    Establishment. There shall be a Tree Warden. (See MGL c. 87, § 2.)  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Director of Public Works shall serve by virtue of office as the
Tree Warden.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Tree Warden shall have the care and custody of all
public shade trees, shrubs and growths in the Town, except those within a state highway or
under the control of the Park Commissioners (MGL c. 87, § 2).    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 4, ADMINISTRATIVE
ORGANIZATION   / SECTION 4-400, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  / § 4-425.
Wiring Inspector.  

§ 4-425.  Wiring Inspector.  

A.    Establishment. There shall be a Wiring Inspector. (See MGL c. 166, § 32.)  

B.    Mode of appointment; term of office. The Town Manager shall, annually in June, appoint a
Wiring Inspector to hold office for one year. The Inspector shall be a licensed electrician.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1)    The Wiring Inspector shall administer and enforce the provisions of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts Electrical Code.  

(2)    The Wiring Inspector shall supervise every wire over or under streets or buildings and
every wire within a building designed to carry an electric light, heat or power current
(MGL c. 166, § 32).       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS  

Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-101.  Purchasing and other procurements. 

§ 5-101.  Purchasing and other procurements. 

The Town Manager shall be the Chief Procurement Officer of the Town of Northbridge for
purposes of MGL c. 30B and, in addition, shall have all of the powers of a purchasing agent, as
provided in MGL c. 41, § 103. The Town Manager, acting as Chief Procurement Officer and as
purchasing agent, may delegate all or any portion of the responsibility for purchases and
procurements to other officers and agencies but, notwithstanding any such delegation, shall
retain the authority to supervise every purchase and procurement.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-102.  Trust Funds. 
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§ 5-102.  Trust Funds. 

The Town Treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds given or bequeathed to the Town for any
purpose and shall manage and invest such sums in the same manner and with the same
restrictions as apply to how other municipal funds are managed and invested. The Town
Treasurer shall annually file a report which shall be printed in the annual Town report, which
shows the beginning balance in each fund, the interest earned during the year just ended, the
amount expended (and unless an account is given elsewhere, the purposes for which such funds
were expended) and the ending balance in each such account.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-103.  Employee off-duty work details. 

§ 5-103.  Employee off-duty work details. 

All money received by the Town as compensation for work performed by one of its employees
on an off-duty work detail shall be deposited in the Town treasury and kept in a fund separate
from other municipal funds. As provided in MGL c. 44, § 53C, the funds in such account may be
used, without further appropriation, to compensate the employee for such services. A surcharge
of 10% shall be added to the fee charged by the municipal agency for the service which shall be
paid by the person requesting the service. This fee shall be to cover the cost of administering the
fund.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-104.  Disposal of surplus property.  

§ 5-104.  Disposal of surplus property.  

A.    Personal property. Subject to such regulations regarding such disposition as may be
promulgated by the Town Manager, the disposal of surplus personal property shall be
governed by the provisions of MGL c. 30B, § 15.  

B.    Real property. Subject to such regulations regarding such disposition as may be promulgated
by the Town Manager, the disposal of surplus real property shall be governed by the
provisions of MGL c. 30B, § 16.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-105.  Restriction on use of municipal vehicles. 

§ 5-105.  Restriction on use of municipal vehicles. 

Town-owned vehicles are to be used only for the conduct and furtherance of Town business and
for no other purpose. No Town vehicle shall in any circumstances be used for personal purposes.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-106.  Town Clerk's fees.  

§ 5-106.  Town Clerk's fees.  
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A.    The fees to be charged by Town Clerks for recording various documents and providing
copies of documents and records are set out in detail in MGL c. 262, § 34. The said section
authorizes towns, by bylaw, to charge fees different than those established in the said c. 262,
§ 34. The Town of Northbridge does hereby adopt the following schedule of fees to apply in
the office of its Town Clerk.  

B.    The following fees are hereby established and shall be collected by the Town Clerk in lieu of
the fees otherwise provided: [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

  

    Service   Fee     

    (1)   For filing and indexing assignment for benefit of creditors   $10.00   

    (11)   For entering amendment of a record of the birth of child
born out of wedlock subsequently legitimized  

 $10.00   

    (12)   For correcting errors in a record of birth   $10.00   

    (13)   For furnishing certificate of a birth   $10.00   

    (13A)   For furnishing an abstract copy of a record   $10.00   

    (14)   For entering delayed record of birth   $10.00   

    (20)   For filing certificate of a person conducting business
under any title other than his real name  

 $25.00   

    (21)   For filing, by a person conducting business under any title
other than his real name, of a statement of change of his
residence or of his discontinuance, retirement or
withdrawal from or of a change of location of such
business  

 No charge   

    (22)   For furnishing a certified copy of a certificate of a person
conducting business under any title other than his real
name or a statement by such person of his discontinuance,
retirement or withdrawal from such business  

 $5.00   

    (24)   For recording the name and address, the date and number
of the certificate issued to a person registered for the
practice of podiatry in the commonwealth  

 $25.00   

    (25)   For correcting errors in a record of death   $10.00   

    (30)   For furnishing a certificate of death   $10.00   

    (30A)   For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of death   $10.00   

    (37)   For issuing and recording licenses to keepers of
intelligence offices  

 $25.00   

    (38A)   For issuing and recording licenses to junk collectors   $50.00   

    (39)   For issuing and recording pawnbrokers' license   $100.00   
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    Service   Fee     

    (42)   For entering notice of intention of marriage and issuing
certificates thereof  

 $20.00   

    (43)   For entering certificate of marriage filed by persons
married out of the commonwealth  

 $5.00   

    (44)   For issuing a certificate of marriage   $10.00   

    (44A)   For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of marriage   $10.00   

    (45)   For correcting errors in a record of marriage   $10.00   

    (54)   For recording power of attorney   $10.00   

    (57)   For recording a certificate of registration granted to a
person to engage in the practice of optometry or issuing a
certified copy thereof  

 $25.00   

    (58)   For recording the name of the owner of a certificate of
registration as a physician or osteopath in the
commonwealth  

 $25.00   

    (62)   For recording an order granting locations of poles, piers,
abutments or conduits, alterations or transfers thereof, and
an increase in number of wires and cable or attachments
under the provisions of MGL c. 166, § 22  

 $40.00   

         Additional streets   $10.00   

    (66)   For examining records or papers relating to birth, marriage
or deaths upon the application of any person, the actual
expense thereof, but not less than $5  

 $5.00   

    (67)   For copying any manuscript or record pertaining to a
birth, marriage or death (per page)  

 $5.00   

    (69)   For receiving and filing of a complete inventory of all
items to be included in a closing-out sale, etc. (first page)   

 $10.00   

         For each additional page   $2.00   

    (75)   For filing a copy of a written instrument or declaration of
trust by the trustees of an association or trust or any
amendment thereof as provided by MGL c. 182§ 2  

 $20.00   

    (78)   For recording a deed of lot or plot in a public burial or
cemetery (first page)  

 $10.00   

    (79)   Recording any other documents (first page)   $10.00   

         Each additional page   $2.00     

  

C.    Additional fees to be charged by Town Clerk: [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 
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    Notarization and associated services fee, per document:   $1.25     

    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-107.  Fees and charges by municipal agencies.  

§ 5-107.  Fees and charges by municipal agencies.  

A.    Any municipal agency which is otherwise authorized to issue a license, certificate or permit,
or to render a service or to perform work for a person or class of persons, may from time to
time fix a reasonable fee for the license, certificate, permit or for rendering the service or for
performing the work in the manner provided in MGL c. 40, § 22F.  

B.    No municipal agency shall establish a fee or charge pursuant to this section without the prior
review and consent of the Town Manager and if the agency is appointed by the Board of
Selectmen or by the School Committee without the consent of its appointing authority.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-108.  Licenses and permits of delinquent taxpayers. 

§ 5-108.  Licenses and permits of delinquent taxpayers. 

The Town may deny any application for, or revoke or suspend a building permit or any local
license or permit, including renewals and transfers issued by any board, officer, department for
any person, corporation or business enterprise, who has neglected or refused to pay any local
taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or other municipal charges, including amounts assessed
under the provisions of MGL c. 40, § 21-D, or with respect to any activity, event or other matter
which is the subject of such license or permit and which activity, event or matter is to be carried
out or exercised on or about real estate whose owner has neglected or refused to pay any local
taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or any other municipal charges.  

A.    Notice to Town agencies of tax delinquency. The Treasurer/Collector or other municipal
officials responsible for records of all municipal taxes, assessments, betterments and other
municipal charges, hereinafter referred to as the "Treasurer/Collector," shall annually furnish
each department, board, commission or division, hereinafter referred to as the "licensing
authority," that issues licenses or permits, including renewals and transfers, a list of any
person, corporation or business enterprise, hereinafter referred to as the "party," that has
neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or other municipal
charges for not less than a twelve-month period and that such party has not filed in good faith
a pending application for an abatement of such tax or a pending petition before the Appellate
Tax Board.  

B.    Written notice to be given before suspension or revocation takes effect. The licensing
authority may deny, revoke or suspend any license or permit, including renewals and
transfers, of any party whose name appears on said list furnished to the licensing authority
from the Treasurer/Collector or with respect to any activity, event or other matter which is
the subject of such license or permit and which activity, event or matter is carried out or
exercised or is to be carried out or exercised on or about real estate owned by any party
whose name appears on said list furnished to the licensing authority from the
Treasurer/Collector; provided, however, that written notice is given to the party and the
Treasurer/Collector, as required by applicable provisions of law, and the party is given
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hearing, to be held not earlier than 14 days after said notice. Said list shall be prima facie
evidence for denial, revocation or suspension of said license or permit to any party.  

C.    Hearing. The Treasurer/Collector shall have the right to intervene in any hearing conducted
with respect to such license denial, revocation or suspension. Any findings made by the
licensing authority with respect to such license denial, revocation or suspension shall be
made only for the purpose of such proceedings and shall not be relevant to or introduced in
any proceeding at law, except for any appeal from such license denial, revocation or
suspension. Any license or permit denied, suspended or revoked under this section shall not
be reissued or renewed until the licensing authority receives a certificate issued by the
Treasurer/Collector that the party is in good standing with respect to any and all local taxes,
fees, assessments, betterments or other municipal charges payable to the Town as of the date
of issuance of said certificate.  

D.    Payment agreement. Any party shall be given an opportunity to enter into a payment
agreement, thereby allowing the licensing authority to issue a certificate indicating said
limitations to the license or permit, and the validity of said license shall be conditioned upon
the satisfactory compliance with said agreement. Failure to comply with said agreement shall
be grounds for the suspension or revocation of said license or permit; provided, however, that
the holder be given notice and a hearing as required by applicable provisions of law.  

E.    Waiver. The Board of Selectmen may waive such denial, suspension or revocation if it finds
there is no direct or indirect business interest by the property owner, its officers or
stockholders, if any, or members of his immediate family, as defined in MGL c. 268A, § 1, in
the business or activity conducted in or on said property.  

F.    Exceptions. This section shall not apply to the following licenses and permits granted under
the Massachusetts General Laws: open burning (c. 48, § 13); bicycle permits (c. 85, § 11A);
sales of articles for charitable purposes (c. 101, § 33); children's work permits (c. 149, § 69);
clubs, associations dispensing food or beverages licenses (c. 140, § 21E); dog licenses (c.
140, § 137); fishing, hunting, trapping licenses (c. 131, § 12); marriage licenses (c. 207,
§ 28); and theatrical events, public exhibition permits (c. 140, § 181).    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-109.  Due dates for payments to town, interest on unpaid balances.  

§ 5-109.  Due dates for payments to town, interest on unpaid balances.  

A.    Unless some other provision is made by law which permits a longer time for payment, all
bills for the payment of any sum due to the Town of Northbridge, for whatever purpose, shall
be due on the 31st day following the date such bill has been issued.  

B.    Interest shall be added to any balance which remains unpaid after such 31st day at the same
rate as is provided in MGL c. 59, § 57.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-110.  Acceptance of gifts, grants, bequests, etc.  

§ 5-110.  Acceptance of gifts, grants, bequests, etc.  

A.    Any municipal agency may accept grants, gifts or bequests of funds from any other level or
unit of government, from a charitable entity, from a private corporation, or from an
individual or group of individuals when such funds are to be expended for purposes within
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the jurisdiction of the said municipal agency.  

B.    All such funds so received shall be deposited with the Town Treasurer-Collector, held as a
separate account and invested and reinvested by such officer in the manner provided for
other municipal funds. The interest earned on such accounts shall remain with the funds so
established and may be expended for the purposes for which the fund was established by the
terms of the gift, grant, bequest or otherwise.  

C.    The municipal agency may expend the funds in such accounts, with the approval of the
Board of Selectmen, for the purposes as specified in the gift or grant or bequest.  

D.    The Treasurer-Collector shall keep a list of all such funds as may be established pursuant to
this section which shall be kept in a place for convenient public examination during regular
office hours. A summary of the receipts and disbursements in each account so established
shall be published annually in the Town Report.  

E.    This section is designed to implement and apply the provisions of MGL c. 44, § 53A.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-111.  Budget Calendar.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

§ 5-111.  Budget Calendar.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    In order to enable the Town Manager to prepare the Town's operating budget as required by
Charter, the School Committee and all other municipal departments shall annually submit
their proposed budgets for the ensuing fiscal year to the Town Manager not later than
October 31.  

B.    The Town Manager shall annually submit a draft of his proposed budget for the ensuing
fiscal year to the Board of Selectmen and the Finance Committee not later than December
31.  

C.    Not later than February 15, or 14 days after the Governor submits his proposed budget to the
legislature pursuant to MGL c. 29 § 7H, whichever occurs later, the School Committee shall
submit any proposed revisions to its proposed budget for the ensuing year to the Town
Manager.  

D.    The Town Manager shall submit the final draft of his proposed operating budget to the Board
of Selectmen not later than February 28.  

E.    The Board of Selectmen shall review and approve the proposed budget and the Town
Manager shall forward the approved budget to the Finance Committee not later than March
15.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 5, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS   /
§ 5-112.  Betterments.  

§ 5-112.  Betterments.  

A.    Whenever the Town shall construct or improve a public work, in the nature of a public
utility, including but not limited to a sanitary sewer, or waterline, a private way or other
improvement which provides a benefit to a particular class or group of persons and not to the
public generally, the costs of such installation shall be apportioned as nearly as possible on
the following basis:  
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(1)    Seventy-five percent to the benefiting landowners.  

(2)    Twenty-five percent to the town.    

B.    Such allocation of costs shall be made after all state and federal reimbursements have been
deducted from the total cost of the work.  

C.    The provisions of MGL c. 80 shall govern the implementation of this section.  

D.    Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph A of this section, the apportionment of costs for
the Edgemere Area Sewer Extension Project approved pursuant to the vote under Article 1 of
the warrant for the second November 14, 2000, Special Town Meeting shall be as follows:
[Added 5-1-2001 STM, Art. 2]  

(1)    A maximum of $7,500 to each benefiting landowner.  

(2)    The balance of the project cost to the Town.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES  

Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC
PLACES  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-100.  Temporary closing of
streets.  

§ 6-100.  Temporary closing of streets.  

A.    Director of Public Works. The Director of Public Works is hereby authorized to close
temporarily close any street or sidewalk if, in the opinion of the Director of Public Works,
public necessity, convenience or safety so requires. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Police Chief. The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to temporarily close any street or
sidewalk in an impending or existing emergency or for any lawful assemblage,
demonstration or procession, provided that there is reasonable justification for the closing.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

C.    Fire Chief. The Chief of the Fire Department is hereby authorized to temporarily close any
street or sidewalk in an impending or existing emergency, provided that there is reasonable
justification for the closing. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

D.    Vehicles parked in places where parking is temporarily prohibited may be removed under the
direction of a police officer to some convenient place by an independent contractor selected
by the Chief of Police, and the owner of any vehicle so moved shall be liable for the cost of
removal and storage. The independent contractor shall be liable to the owner of such vehicle
for any damage caused to it arising out of negligence in the course of removal and storage.
[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

E.    This section shall not apply to a vehicle legally parked prior to an impending or existing
emergency insofar as the cost of removal and storage is concerned.    
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-101.  Permit required to
obstruct streets.  

§ 6-101.  Permit required to obstruct streets.  

A.    No person shall place or cause to be placed or permit in any of the streets any tree, post,
fence, curbstone, dirt, rubbish, wood, timber, snow, ice or material of any kind tending to
obstruct or create a hazardous condition on a street or sidewalk without first obtaining a
written permit from the Director of Public Works.  

B.    Every owner or person in control of a building abutting or adjacent to a street or sidewalk
shall erect and maintain suitable barriers or take other suitable measures to prevent the
falling of snow, ice or water from such building upon said street or sidewalk.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-102.  Permit required to
excavate streets.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 6-102.  Permit required to excavate streets.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

No person shall break or dig up the ground in any street or sidewalk or set up any post, fence,
tree or curbstone or other obstruction in any street or sidewalk without first obtaining a written
permit from the Director of Public Works. The term "street" shall include any land located
within the layout of the public roadway whether it is within the paved portion of the roadway or
sidewalk or not.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-103.  Use of streets by animals
is restricted.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 6-103.  Use of streets by animals is restricted.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

No person shall permit horses, cattle, sheep, or other animals upon any street unless the same are
securely fastened to some safe hitching place or in the charge of a suitable keeper, and no horse
shall be ridden on any sidewalk. (See § 8-102 relating to dogs.)  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-104.  Permit required to place
objects over streets and sidewalks. 

§ 6-104.  Permit required to place objects over streets and sidewalks. 

No person, unless required by law so to do, shall, without a written permit from the Board of
Selectmen, post, display, place or affix in any manner any sign, banner, placard, shade or awning
on or over any street or sidewalk.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
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SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-105.  Metal treads on vehicles
prohibited.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 6-105.  Metal treads on vehicles prohibited.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

No person shall operate a vehicle having metal treads in any public street, unless otherwise
authorized in writing by the Director of the Department of Public Works.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-106.  Discharges into streets
and sewers restricted.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 6-106.  Discharges into streets and sewers restricted.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23] 

No person shall discharge or cause or allow to be discharged into any storm drain, drain, street,
sewer, sewer inlet, manhole or catch basin any water, ice, matter or anything which may tend to
cause an obstruction or hazard therein or any injury thereto. Direct or indirect discharges from
sump pumps, perimeter, foundation and area drains into the street are prohibited.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-107.  Gates and doors not to
open onto streets and sidewalks. 

§ 6-107.  Gates and doors not to open onto streets and sidewalks. 

No person shall allow any gate or door belonging to the premises under his control and adjoining
any street or sidewalk to swing on, over or onto said street or sidewalk so as to interfere in any
way with the use of the sidewalk or street.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-108.  Tampering with warning
signals and lights. 

§ 6-108.  Tampering with warning signals and lights. 

No person shall extinguish any streetlight or extinguish or remove any light, warning signal or
flare placed to denote an obstruction, construction or defect in any street or sidewalk without
permission from the Director of Public Works.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-109.  Authority of police to
move property from streets. 

§ 6-109.  Authority of police to move property from streets. 

Any fixture, structure or property which has been erected, placed or left in any street or sidewalk
without a permit may be moved by or under the direction of a police officer and at the owner's
expense.  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

69

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-110.  Authority to require
indemnification. 

§ 6-110.  Authority to require indemnification. 

The board or officer issuing permits for the use of streets or sidewalks may, in its discretion,
demand a suitable cash deposit, surety bond or insurance indemnity policy, to save the Town
harmless from all liability of any nature whatsoever caused directly, or indirectly by such use of
the streets or sidewalks.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-111.  Entering closed streets or
sidewalks prohibited. 

§ 6-111.  Entering closed streets or sidewalks prohibited. 

No person shall enter upon the surface of any street or sidewalk or section thereof when, by
reason of construction, surface treatment, maintenance or the like or because of some
unprotected hazard, such surface is closed to travel and one or more signs, lights or signals have
been erected to indicate that the street or sidewalk is not to be used or when so advised by a
police officer, watchman, public works employee or other representative of the Town, either
audibly or by signals.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-112.  Authority to order repair of
private drains. 

§ 6-112.  Authority to order repair of private drains. 

The Board of Health may require the owner or occupant of an estate which drains into a private
drain in a public or private way to put such drain in good repair and condition. Such person must
comply with said order within 10 days after notice thereof. This section is adopted under the
authority of MGL c. 83, § 12, and enforcement shall be in conformity with such chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-113.  General street
specifications.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 6-113.  General street specifications.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

All streets hereinafter laid out or proposed to be accepted by the Town as a public way shall be
at least 40 feet in width and shall not be accepted unless a plan showing in detail the location and
grade of such way is placed on file with the Town Clerk at least 14 days before the date of the
Town Meeting at which layout or acceptance of such way as a public way is requested and
unless the cross section of such way has been constructed at least to the same specifications as
are required for street construction in the subdivision rules and regulations promulgated by the
Planning Board.EN(6) This section applies when the Subdivision Control LawEN(7) is not
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applicable.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-114.  Maintenance and repair of
private ways.  

§ 6-114.  Maintenance and repair of private ways.  

A.    Permitted maintenance and repairs.  

(1)    When required by public necessity and/or in the interest of public safety, the following
types of maintenance and repairs may be performed on approved private ways at a time
and in a manner determined by the Director of Public Works or his designee:   

(a)  Grading, including the furnishing of gravel, fill or other materials as required to
properly repair the roadway surface.   

(b)  Maintenance, repair or replacement of drainage systems, including piping, culverts,
catch basins and other drainage structures.   

(c)  Patching of potholes and heaved areas.   

(d)  Crack sealing as required to preserve the integrity of the roadway surface.    

(2)    In addition, such maintenance and repairs may be undertaken upon receipt of a petition
signed by a minimum of 51% of the number of abutters to the private way.    

B.    Annual expenditure of Town funds; cash deposit; liability.  

(1)    The annual expenditure of Town funds on any individual private way for the
above-listed maintenance and repairs shall not exceed $500 per mile or portion thereof
for labor and materials; provided, however, that the Town Meeting may vote to waive
this requirement by voting a specific sum of money for a specific repair or repairs to a
specifically named and described private way.  

(2)    A cash deposit shall not be required prior to undertaking these maintenance and repairs.  

(3)    Neither the Town nor its officers or employees shall be liable on account of any
damages resulting from such maintenance and repairs.    

C.    List of approved private ways. A complete list of all private ways to which this section
applies shall be kept by the Town Clerk. The Director of Public Works shall, annually,
submit a list of additions or deletions to said list to be approved by the Board of Selectmen at
least 90 calendar days before the start of the fiscal year. All of the approved private ways
shall be posted with an appropriate sign stating "Dangerous Private Way" at the points where
they enter upon or unite with an existing public way.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-115.  Traffic signs, signals and
other devices.  

§ 6-115.  Traffic signs, signals and other devices.  

A.    Authority to place and maintain signs and markings. The Board of Selectmen is hereby
authorized to place and maintain or cause to be placed and maintained all official traffic
signs, signals, markings and safety zones. All official traffic signs, signals, markings and
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other devices shall conform to the requirements of the latest edition of the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices as maintained by the United States Department of
Transportation. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    Authority to designate bus stops. The location of all bus stops shall be specified by the Board
of Selectmen, and said Board shall designate who may use them as such.  

C.    Signs and markings to conform to state standards. All signs, signals, markings and safety
zones shall conform to the standards as prescribed by the Highway Department of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

D.    Unlawful signs; removal. It shall be unlawful for any person to place or maintain or display
upon or in view of any street any unofficial sign, signal, marking or device which purports to
be or is an imitation of or resembles an official traffic signal or sign. The police are hereby
empowered to remove every such prohibited sign, signal, marking or device or cause it to be
removed without notice.  

E.    Tampering with signs. No person shall deface, injure, move, obstruct or interfere with any
official traffic sign, signal or marking.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-116.  Permit required to conduct
parade. 

§ 6-116.  Permit required to conduct parade. 

No person shall form or conduct any parade in any street or sidewalk without a written permit
from the Board of Selectmen, and no person shall take part in any such parade that is not
authorized by such permit.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-117.  Snow and ice removal. 

§ 6-117.  Snow and ice removal. 

No person shall move snow or ice from private property to any street or sidewalk or move snow
or ice from any street or sidewalk to some other place on said street or sidewalk without a
written permit from the Director of Public Works.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-118.  Noncriminal penalties. 

§ 6-118.  Noncriminal penalties. 

The provisions of this chapter may be enforced pursuant to the provisions of MGL C. 40, § 21D
and § 1-109(A) of this Code of bylaws. The penalty for the first offense shall be a warning, the
penalty for the second and all subsequent offenses in the same calendar year shall be $25.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-200.  SCENIC ROADS  [Added
10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 12]  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

72

§ 6-200.  SCENIC ROADS  [Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 12]  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-201.  Definitions. 

§ 6-201.  Definitions. 

In the absence of contrary meaning established through legislative or judicial action pursuant to
MGL, Chapter 40, Section 15C, the following terms used in this bylaw shall be defined as
follows:  

A.    Cutting or Removal of Trees -- Shall mean the removal of one or more trees and/or the
removal of tree limbs having a diameter greater than four inches.  

B.    Repair, Maintenance, Reconstruction, or Paving Work -- Shall mean any work done within
the right-of-way of a road by any person, or public or private agency. This definition
includes the construction of new driveways or alteration of existing driveways that takes
place within the right-of-way.  

C.    Road -- Shall mean any way used and maintained as a public way including the vehicular
traveled way plus necessary appurtenances within the right-of-way such as bridge structures,
drainage systems, retaining walls, traffic control devices, and sidewalks. When the boundary
of the road is in question, the trees and stone walls shall be presumed to be within the way
until the contrary is shown.  

D.    Tearing Down or Destruction of Stone Walls -- Shall mean the destruction of more than 15
linear feet of stone wall involving more than one cubic foot of wall material per linear foot
above existing grade. Tearing down or destruction of stone walls shall not be construed to
include temporary removal and replacement of walls at the same location with the same
materials. Reconstructed portions of stone walls shall match the existing wall.  

E.    Trees -- Shall include any living tree whose trunk has a diameter of four inches or more as
measured one foot above the ground level.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-202.  Purpose. 

§ 6-202.  Purpose. 

The purpose of this bylaw is to protect the scenic quality and character of certain Town roads by
establishing controls on alterations that can take place within public rights-of-way.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-203.  Scenic roads. 

§ 6-203.  Scenic roads. 

The following roads are designated as scenic roads in the Town of Northbridge: Castle Hill
Road, a portion of Fletcher Street (from the point 1,000 feet easterly of the most easterly line at
Elm Street and the westerly line of Keeler Road), Hill Street, Cooper Road, Kelly Road, and Old
Quaker Street. The Town may from time-to-time designate additional roads as scenic roads.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-204.  Control.   

§ 6-204.  Control.   

A.    Control by the Tree Warden. Within the public right-of-way of designated scenic roads, the
Tree Warden or his designee may approve the cutting or removal of up to three trees per 200
contiguous linear feet of right-of-way. The Tree Warden shall not approve the cutting or
removal of trees with diameters greater than 12 inches.  

B.    Control by the Planning Board. Within the public right-of-way of designated scenic roads,
the following activities shall require written approval of the Planning Board in accordance
with the provisions of this bylaw:  

a.      The tearing down, painting or destruction of stone walls;  

b.      The cutting or removal of trees the scope of which is outside the responsibility of the
Tree Warden, as defined above; and  

c.      Repair, maintenance, reconstruction or paving work, including the construction of new
driveways or alteration of existing ones, insofar as they affect stone walls or trees within
the public right-of-way. 

  

    In cases where a threat to public safety does not allow sufficient time to obtain
approvals from the Tree Warden or the Planning Board, the Planning Board must be
notified within five business days of any action which, had the threat not existed,
would be a violation of this bylaw.     

    

C.    Hearings. The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing within 30 days of receipt of an
application, with notice given in accordance with MGL, Chapter 40, Section 15C, and shall
approve, conditionally approve or deny an application within 60 days of receipt. In making
its decision, the Planning Board shall consider the following criteria and shall not grant
approval if the proposed action will be in violation of one or more of them:  

a.      Preservation of historic values;  

b.      Preservation of scenic and aesthetic quality of the area;  

c.      Protection of natural resource and environmental systems; and  

d.      Public safety.    

D.    Compensatory actions. The Planning Board may impose conditions on the approval of an
application such as the planting of new trees or the reconstruction of stone walls. If the
overall effect of the proposed alteration, including compensatory action, is to maintain or
improve the scenic quality and character of the road, the Board may grant approval even if
the proposed action would be in violation of one or more of the criteria set forth above.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-205.  Public Shade Tree Act. 
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§ 6-205.  Public Shade Tree Act. 

Whenever feasible, notice shall be given, and Planning Board hearings shall be held, in
conjunction with the hearings held by the tree warden acting under MGL, Chapter 87. The
consent of the Planning Board to a proposed action shall not be regarded as implying consent by
the Tree Warden, or vice versa. The Planning Board decision shall contain a condition that no
work should be done until all applicable provisions of the Public Shade Tree Law, MGL,
Chapter 87, have been complied with.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-206.  Enforcement. 

§ 6-206.  Enforcement. 

The Building Inspector, Tree Warden, or others designated by the Town Manager may issue a
citation for violation of this bylaw. A failure to respond to properly issued citations, or the
issuance of three or more citations in a twelve-month period, or failure to take responsible
compensatory action shall be construed as a major violation. Violations shall be subject to a
penalty of $100. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 6, USE OF STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES   / § 6-207.  Designations of scenic
roads. 

§ 6-207.  Designations of scenic roads. 

The Planning Board, Conservation Commission, and the Historical Commission may submit
recommendations for additions or deletions to the list of scenic roads. Recommendation for
"scenic road" designation must be accompanied by a written description of the characteristics of
the road that require the protection afforded by this bylaw.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY  

Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE USE OF PRIVATE
PROPERTY  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Zoning -- See Ch. 173. 
Subdivision of land -- See Ch. 222.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS 
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SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF BUILDINGS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS  / § 7-101.  Establishment of street names. 

§ 7-101.  Establishment of street names. 

The Board of Selectmen shall establish the names of all streets and ways, but no name once
established shall be changed except by vote of the Town.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS  / § 7-102.  Establishment of lot numbers.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23] 

§ 7-102.  Establishment of lot numbers.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The Assessor may give numbers of regular series to lots on public streets and establish for the
purpose of such numbering the standard for the width of such lots.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS  / § 7-103.  Numbers required. 

§ 7-103.  Numbers required. 

Street numbers shall be provided for each dwelling, business, industry and other building in the
Town of Northbridge.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS  / § 7-104.  Construction; visibility of numbers.  

§ 7-104.  Construction; visibility of numbers.  

A.    Street numbers shall be made of permanent weatherproof materials, shall be at least three
inches in height and shall be clearly visible from the street or roadway upon which the
structure fronts.  

B.    Any structure that is not visible from the street or roadway shall have the assigned number
posted on a suitable support at the entrance to the driveway that services such structure.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS  / § 7-105.  Assignment of numbers.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
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23] 

§ 7-105.  Assignment of numbers.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The number posted shall be that assigned to each structure by the Assessor or by a person
assigned by the Assessor to assign numbers to all property owners who have not been assigned a
number. Property owners may be notified in writing, in person or by United States Mail using
tax addresses.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS  / § 7-106.  Display of numbers. 

§ 7-106.  Display of numbers. 

It shall be the responsibility of each property owner in the Town to obtain and display the
assigned street number within 90 days' notice to the owner referred to in § 7-102 hereof.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-100, NUMBERING OF
BUILDINGS  / § 7-107.  Enforcement; fine. 

§ 7-107.  Enforcement; fine. 

This chapter shall be enforced by the Town Manager or by persons designated by the Town
Manager. Failure to comply with this chapter shall subject property owners to a fine of not more
than $20.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL 

SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-201.  Definitions. 

§ 7-201.  Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

BOARD  -- The Earth Removal Board consisting of one member of the Board of Selectmen, one
member of the Planning Board, one member of the Conservation Commission, one member of
the Board of Health and the Director of Public Works. The members from multiple-member
bodies shall be designated annually by the body they represent.   

EARTH  -- Includes soil, loam, sand and gravel.   
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-202.  Pits to be registered. 

§ 7-202.  Pits to be registered. 

Within 30 days after this chapter has been approved by the Attorney General and duly published
by the Town Clerk, all active pits must be registered with the Board of Assessors, Selectmen or
authorized agent thereof as to:  

A.    Their location.  

B.    Lot number.  

C.    Texture of earth.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-203.  Permit required. 

§ 7-203.  Permit required. 

No earth shall be removed from any parcel of land in the Town without a written permit from the
Board, except as hereinafter provided.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-204.  Removal from Town restricted. 

§ 7-204.  Removal from Town restricted. 

The removal of earth for sale, gift or delivery beyond the Town limits shall be allowed only
under special permission of the Earth Removal Board and under such conditions as the Earth
Removal Board shall impose.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-205.  Application to remove from Town. 

§ 7-205.  Application to remove from Town. 

Any person wishing to remove earth from property in the Town shall file a written application
with the Board, which application shall include the following specific information and
supporting documentation:  

A.    The location of the proposed excavation.  

B.    The legal name and address of the owner of the property involved.  

C.    The legal name and address of the petitioner.  
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D.    Names and addresses of all abutting property owners, including those across any abutting
streets, as appearing on the records of the Northbridge Assessors.  

E.    A plan of the land showing general topography within 100 feet of the proposed excavation or
to the property line.  

F.    A plan of the land showing contours of the site as of the proposed completion of the
excavation project.  

G.    The proposed form of bond to be used.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-206.  Annual record required.  

§ 7-206.  Annual record required.  

A.    A record must be submitted annually to the Earth Removal Board as to:  

(1)    The amount of cubic yards removed that year.  

(2)    To whom sold or delivered.    

B.    Records, if requested, must be available at all times.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-207.  Hearing. 

§ 7-207.  Hearing. 

No permit for the removal of earth shall be issued by the Board until a public hearing has been
held by the Board, notice of which shall have been given at least 10 days in advance in a paper
commonly used for such notices in the community, the mailing of copies thereof to the abutters
and a favorable finding has been rendered by said Board.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-208.  Expiration of permit. 

§ 7-208.  Expiration of permit. 

Any permit issued hereunder shall automatically expire upon the completion of the earth removal
project for which it was issued or at such other time as may be specified in said permit, but in no
case for a period of more than one year.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-209.  Removals. 
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§ 7-209.  Removals. 

Approval of the renewal of a permit for a period not in excess of one year may be made by the
Board without hearing if the Board finds that all conditions have been complied with and that the
work has been carried on continuously and in good faith.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-210.  Change of ownership. 

§ 7-210.  Change of ownership. 

A change of ownership of any active pit (in entirety or in part) shall call for the registration and
application for a new permit.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-211.  Exemptions. 

§ 7-211.  Exemptions. 

No permit shall be required for the moving of earth on an individual parcel under the following
circumstances:  

A.    Where necessary in the construction of a building being built in accordance with a permit
issued by the proper Town authority.  

B.    Where necessary as part of the construction of a road within the Town, whether public or
private.  

C.    Where necessary as part of a landfill dump, farm, garden, landscaping activities or in the
operation of a cemetery.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-212.  Existing activities. 

§ 7-212.  Existing activities. 

Earth removal activities in lawful operation on any parcel of land at the time this chapter is
effective may continue unless and until abandoned for more than 12 consecutive months.
However, unless specifically authorized by a new permit issued hereunder:  

A.    The depth of excavation shall not be increased below the grade of the lowest point excavated
on the effective date of this chapter.  

B.    The total area of excavation within the parcel shall not be increased by more than 50% over
such daily averages for the 12 consecutive months preceding said effective date (or for the
actual period of operation if less than 12 months).    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-213.  Required cover of topsoil. 

§ 7-213.  Required cover of topsoil. 

No permit for the removal of earth shall be approved by the Board except upon condition that a
cover of topsoil of not less than four inches in depth shall be replaced or allowed to remain,
except where, due to construction of roads, buildings or other permanent physical features, such
provision is impractical.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-214.  Prohibited nuisances. 

§ 7-214.  Prohibited nuisances. 

No permit shall be issued for the removal of earth in any location if such removal:  

A.    Will endanger the public health or safety or constitute a nuisance.  

B.    Will produce noise, dust or other effects observable at the lot lines in amounts seriously
objectionable or detrimental to the normal use of adjacent property.  

C.    Will result in the transportation of materials in such a manner as to cause traffic congestion
or hazards, particularly on residential streets.  

D.    Will result in the transportation over ways which will be unduly injured thereby.  

E.    Will result in a change in topography and cover which will be disadvantageous to the most
appropriate use of the land.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-215.  Proximity to buildings and ways. 

§ 7-215.  Proximity to buildings and ways. 

No permit for the removal of earth shall be approved by the Board if the work extends within
300 feet of a way open to public use, whether public or private, or within 250 feet of a building
or structure unless the Board is satisfied that such removal will not undermine the way or
structure.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-216.  Permit conditions. 

§ 7-216.  Permit conditions. 

In approving the issuance of a permit, the Board shall impose reasonable conditions, which shall
accompany and shall constitute part of the permit, including but not limited to:  
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A.    The finished leveling and grading. Leveling and grading must be done annually.  

B.    The placing of topsoil and planting necessary to restore the area to usable condition. Seeding
must be done annually no later than September 15 of the operating year.  

C.    The duration of the removal operation.  

D.    The construction of necessary fencing and other protections against nuisances.  

E.    Method of removal.  

F.    Temporary structures.  

G.    Hours of operation.  

H.    Routes of transportation of material.  

I.    Control of temporary and permanent drainage. All existing brooks, ponds and waterways
shall remain free and clear of pollution and obstructions.  

J.    Disposition of boulders, tree stumps and felled trees.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-217.  Removal from land unsuited for agricultural use. 

§ 7-217.  Removal from land unsuited for agricultural use. 

Earth may be removed from any parcel of land within such parcel determined by the Board to be
unsuited to agricultural use, and the board may issue a permit for such removal; provided,
however, that the board shall, in making such decision, obtain the recommendations of the
appropriate Soil District Supervisor and the County Extension Director or Agent or their
successors, and their recommendations shall be made part of the records of the Board. In issuing
a permit, the board shall impose reasonable conditions as to the reestablishment of ground levels
and grades.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-218.  Required bond or security. 

§ 7-218.  Required bond or security. 

The Board shall require a bond or other security to enforce performance of conditions imposed
by this chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-219.  Inspection of work. 

§ 7-219.  Inspection of work. 

The Board or duly authorized persons may enter upon the premises involved from time to time to
inspect and ensure conduct of the work.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-220.  Reissuance or modification of permits. 

§ 7-220.  Reissuance or modification of permits. 

Upon petition of the owner, permit holder or abutters, the Board may hold a new hearing and
reissue or modify the permit, subject to any regulations not in conflict with this chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-221.  Authority to revoke or suspend permit. 

§ 7-221.  Authority to revoke or suspend permit. 

The Board may order the revocation of or suspension of a permit if the conditions established
hereunder are not complied with, but the holder in such situation shall not be relieved of his
obligations thereunder.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-222.  Inspection of pits. 

§ 7-222.  Inspection of pits. 

The Board or duly authorized persons shall make periodic inspection of all active pits.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-223.  Notice of violation and cessation of activities. 

§ 7-223.  Notice of violation and cessation of activities. 

The Board, if it concludes that there has been a violation of this chapter, shall so notify the
alleged offender, at the address stated on the initial application, and, if applicable, shall include a
notice ordering cessation of the improper activities.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-224.  Revocation of permit. 

§ 7-224.  Revocation of permit. 

If the alleged offender holds a permit issued under this chapter, such permit may be revoked.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
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THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-225.  Authority to establish fees. 

§ 7-225.  Authority to establish fees. 

The Board may establish fees for permits.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-200, EARTH REMOVAL  /
§ 7-226.  Disposition of fees. 

§ 7-226.  Disposition of fees. 

Any fees received hereunder shall be transmitted to the Town Treasurer.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-300, (RESERVED) EN 

SECTION 7-300, (RESERVED) EN(8) 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-400, (RESERVED)  

SECTION 7-400, (RESERVED)  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS 

SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-501.  Definitions. 

§ 7-501.  Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, and their derivations, when used in this § 7-500, shall
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:  

CHARITABLE  -- Means and includes the words patriotic, philanthropic, social service, health,
welfare, benevolent, educational, civic, cultural or fraternal, either actual or purported.   
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CONTRIBUTIONS  -- Means and includes the words alms, money, subscription, property or
any donations under the guise of a loan or money or property.   

DEPARTMENT  -- Means the Police Department.   

PEDDLER  -- Means any person who goes upon the premises of any private residence in the
Town, not having been invited by the occupant thereof, carrying or transporting goods, wares,
merchandise or personal property of any nature and offering the same for sale. This definition
also includes any person who solicits orders and as a separate transaction makes deliveries to
purchasers as part of the scheme to evade the provisions of this bylaw.   

PEDDLING  -- Includes all activities ordinarily performed by a peddler as indicated under the
definition of "peddler" in this section.   

PERSON  -- Means a natural person or any firm, corporation, association, club, society or other
organization.   

POLICE CHIEF  -- Means the Chief of Police.   

SOLICITOR  -- Means any person who goes upon the premises of any private residence in the
Town, not having been invited by the occupant thereof, for the purpose of taking or attempting to
take orders for the sale of goods, merchandise, wares or other personal property of any nature for
future delivery, or for services to be performed in the future. This definition also includes any
person who, without invitation, goes upon private property to request contribution of funds or
anything of value, or sell goods or services for political, charitable, religious or other
noncommercial purposes.   

SOLICITATION  -- Includes all activities ordinarily performed by a solicitor as indicated under
the definition of "solicitor" in this section.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-502.  Permit requirements and exemptions. 

§ 7-502.  Permit requirements and exemptions. 

It shall be unlawful for any person 18 years of age or older to engage in peddling or solicitation
activities within the Town of Northbridge without first obtaining a permit issued by the Police
Department; provided, however, that the following are exempted from the provisions of this
section:  

A.    Any solicitation made upon premises owned or occupied by an organization upon whose
behalf the solicitation is made;  

B.    Any communication by an organization soliciting contributions solely from persons who are
members of the organization at the time of such solicitation;  

C.    Any solicitation in the form of a collection at a regular meeting, assembly or service of a
charitable person; or  

D.    Any solicitation for the relief of any individual specified by name at the time of the
solicitation where the solicitor represents in each case that the entire amount collected shall
be turned over to the named beneficiary.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
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SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-503.  Permit for sponsoring juvenile peddlers.  

§ 7-503.  Permit for sponsoring juvenile peddlers.  

A.    No person under the age of 18 shall be permitted to engage in peddling except as provided in
this section.  

B.    A permit shall be obtained by a sponsoring person, company or organization for the conduct
of any peddling or solicitation activities involving, in whole or in part, a sales force of one or
more persons under 18 years of age.  

C.    The sponsor shall be responsible for supervising and controlling the conduct of all persons,
including juveniles, peddling under the sponsor's permit.  

D.    The sponsor shall provide to each individual in its sales force a badge or other easily
readable form of identification which identifies the name of the sponsor and the name of the
individual. The sponsor shall require all individuals in its sales force to wear such
identification so that it is clearly visible at all times when the individuals are peddling or
soliciting.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-504.  Permit application.  

§ 7-504.  Permit application.  

A.    Every person subject to the provisions of this bylaw shall file with the Police Chief an
application in writing on a form to be furnished by the Police Department, which shall
provide the following information:  

(1)    Proof of age, address and identification of the applicant, to be provided through the
applicant's driver's license, articles of incorporation (for sponsors) or other legally
recognized form of identification;  

(2)    A brief description of the business or activity to be conducted;  

(3)    The hours and location for which the right to peddle or solicit is desired;  

(4)    If employed, the name, address and telephone number of the employer; or if acting as an
agent, the name, address and telephone number of the principal who is being
represented, with credentials in written form establishing the relationship and the
authority of the employee or agent to act for the employer or principal, as the case may
be;  

(5)    A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of a felony,
misdemeanor or bylaw violation (other than traffic violations), the nature of the offense
or violation, the penalty or punishment imposed, the date when and place where such
offense occurred and other pertinent details thereof;  

(6)    Proof of possession of any license or permit which, under federal, state or local laws or
regulations, the applicant is required to have in order to conduct the proposed business,
or which, under any such law or regulation, would exempt the applicant from the
licensing requirements of this bylaw; and  

(7)    Two photographs of the applicant which shall have been taken within 60 days
immediately prior to the date of filing of the application. The photographs shall measure
two inches by two inches and show the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear
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and distinguishing manner.    

B.    The Police Chief may, in his discretion, waive strict compliance with the provisions of this
section when the sponsoring organization is a recognized local youth organization, including
but not limited to Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Bluebirds, Little League (baseball), Pop Warner
(football) etc.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-505.  Fees. 

§ 7-505.  Fees. 

At the time the application is filed with the Police Department, the applicant shall pay a fee to
cover the cost to the Town of processing the application and investigating the facts stated
therein. The permit fee shall be $10 for each solicitor or peddler.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-506.  Application review and permit issuance.  

§ 7-506.  Application review and permit issuance.  

A.    Upon receipt of an application, the Police Chief, or authorized representative, shall review
the application as deemed necessary to ensure the protection of the public health, safety and
general welfare.  

B.    If the Police Chief finds the application to be satisfactory, the Police Chief shall endorse his
approval on the application and shall, upon payment of the prescribed fee, deliver the
required permit to the applicant.  

C.    The permit shall show the name, address and photograph of the permittee, the class of permit
issued, the kind of goods or services to be sold or delivered, the date of issuance and the
length of time that the permit shall be in effect. The permit shall also show the permit
number and identifying description of any vehicle to be used in carrying on the business for
which the permit is issued.  

D.    A record of all permits issued shall be maintained by the Police Department for a period of
two years.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-507.  Denial of permit.  

§ 7-507.  Denial of permit.  

A.    Upon the Police Chief review of the application, the Police Chief may refuse to issue a
permit to the applicant under this bylaw for any of the following reasons:  

(1)    The location and time of solicitation or peddling would endanger the safety and welfare
of the solicitors, peddlers or their customers;  
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(2)    An investigation reveals that the applicant falsified information on the application;  

(3)    The applicant has been convicted of a felony, misdemeanor or bylaw violation involving
a sex offense, trafficking in controlled substances, or any violent acts against persons or
property, such conviction being entered within the five years preceding the date of
application;  

(4)    The applicant is a person against whom a judgment based upon, or conviction for, fraud,
deceit or misrepresentation has been entered within the five years immediately
preceding the date of application;  

(5)    There is no proof as to the authority of the applicant to serve as an agent to the principal;
or  

(6)    The applicant has been denied a permit under this bylaw within the immediate past year,
unless the applicant can and does show to the satisfaction of the Police Chief that the
reasons for such earlier denial no longer exist.    

B.    The Police Chief's disapproval and the reasons for disapproval shall be noted on the
application, and the applicant shall be notified that his application is disapproved and that no
permit will be issued. Notice shall be mailed to the applicant at the address shown on the
application form, or at the applicant's last known address.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-508.  Permit expiration. 

§ 7-508.  Permit expiration. 

All permits issued under the provisions of this bylaw shall expire one year from the date of
issuance, unless an earlier expiration date is noted on the permit.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-509.  Identification badges. 

§ 7-509.  Identification badges. 

At the same time the permit is issued, the Police Chief shall issue to each permittee a badge,
which shall be worn by the permittee in such a way as to be conspicuous at all times while the
permittee is soliciting or peddling in the Town.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-510.  Permit exhibition. 

§ 7-510.  Permit exhibition. 

Every person required to obtain a permit under the provisions of this bylaw shall exhibit the
permit when requested to do so by any prospective customer or police officer.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-511.  Transfer prohibited. 

§ 7-511.  Transfer prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful for any person other than the permittee to use or wear any permit or badge
issued under the provisions of this bylaw.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-512.  Entry upon signed premises unlawful. 

§ 7-512.  Entry upon signed premises unlawful. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, whether licensed or unlicensed, while conducting the
business of a peddler or solicitor, to enter upon any residential premises in the Town where the
owner, occupant or person legally in charge of the premises has posted, at the entry to the
premises, or at the entry to the principal building on the premises, a sign bearing the words "No
Peddlers," "No Solicitors," or words of similar import.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-513.  Hours of solicitation. 

§ 7-513.  Hours of solicitation. 

No person, while conducting the activities of a peddler or solicitor, whether licensed or
unlicensed, shall enter upon any private property, knock on doors or otherwise disturb persons in
their residences between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-514.  Permit revocation. 

§ 7-514.  Permit revocation. 

Any permit issued under this bylaw may be revoked or suspended by the Police Chief, after
notice and hearing, for any of the following reasons:  

A.    Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement contained in the application for a permit;  

B.    Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement made by the permittee in the course of
conducting solicitation or peddling activities;  

C.    Conducting peddling or solicitation activities contrary to the provisions contained in the
permit;  

D.    Conviction for any crime involving moral turpitude; or  

E.    Conducting peddling or solicitation activities in such a manner as to create a public nuisance,
constitute a breach of the peace or endanger the health, safety or general welfare of the
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public.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-515.  Notice and hearing. 

§ 7-515.  Notice and hearing. 

Notice of a hearing for revocation of a permit issued under this bylaw shall be provided in
writing and shall set forth specifically the grounds for the proposed revocation and the time and
place of the hearing. Notice shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to the permittee at the address
shown on the permit application or at the last known address of the permittee.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-516.  Appeals.  

§ 7-516.  Appeals.  

A.    Any person aggrieved by the action or decision of the Police Chief to deny, suspend or
revoke a permit applied for under the provisions of this bylaw shall have the right to appeal
such action or decision to the Town Manager within 15 days after the notice of the action or
decision has been mailed to the person's address as shown on the permit application form, or
to his last known address.  

B.    An appeal shall be taken by filing with the Police Chief a written statement setting forth the
grounds for the appeal.  

C.    The Police Chief shall transmit the written statement to the Town Manager within 10 days of
its receipt and the Town Manager shall set a time and place for a hearing on the appeal.  

D.    A hearing shall be set not later than 20 days from the date of receipt of the appellant's written
statement.  

E.    Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given to the appellant in the same manner
as provided for the mailing of notice of action or decision.  

F.    The decision of the Town Manager on the appeal shall be final and binding on all parties
concerned.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-517.  Claims of exemption. 

§ 7-517.  Claims of exemption. 

Any person claiming to be legally exempt from the regulations set forth in this bylaw, or from
the payment of a permit fee, shall cite to the Police Chief the statute or other legal authority
under which exemption is claimed and shall present to the Police Chief proof of qualification for
such exemption.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-518.  Violations and penalty.  

§ 7-518.  Violations and penalty.  

A.    Violation of any of the provisions of this bylaw shall be punishable as set forth in § 1-109A
and B of this Code of Bylaws. In addition to any criminal enforcement, the Town or any
individual may pursue any available civil remedies deemed appropriate and necessary.  

B.    If a violation of any provision of § 7-500 is enforced through the procedures of MGL C. 40,
§ 21D, and § 1-109A of this Code of Bylaws, the penalty shall be $25 for the first offense in
any calendar year, $50 for the second offense and $100 for the third and each subsequent
offense in the same calendar year.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-500, REGULATION OF
SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS  / § 7-519.  Severability.  [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 7-519.  Severability.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The provisions of § 7-500 are severable. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of the bylaw
shall, for any reason, be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections, sentences,
clauses and phrases of this bylaw, but they shall remain in effect; it being the legislative intent
that this bylaw shall remain in effect notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS 

SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK DEALERS AND COLLECTORS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-601.  Selectmen to license. 

§ 7-601.  Selectmen to license. 

The Board of Selectmen may license suitable persons to be dealers in and keepers of shops for
the purchase, sale or barter of junk, old metals or secondhand articles, in the Town. The Board of
Selectmen may also license suitable persons as junk collectors, to collect, by purchase or
otherwise, junk, old metals and secondhand articles from place to place in the Town.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-602.  Non-licensed operation prohibited. 
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§ 7-602.  Non-licensed operation prohibited. 

No person shall be a dealer in, or buy, sell or barter, junk, old metals or secondhand articles, in
the Town of Northbridge, unless the person so buying, selling or bartering has a license duly
issued under this section of the Town bylaws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-603.  Records to be kept; records to be open;
owner's name to be displayed.  

§ 7-603.  Records to be kept; records to be open; owner's name to be displayed.  

A.    Every keeper of a shop for the purchase, sale or barter of junk, old metals or secondhand
articles, within the limits of the Town of Northbridge, shall keep a book in which shall be
written at the time of every such purchase of any such article, a description thereof, the
name, age and residence of the person from whom purchased, the day and hour when such
purchase was made. Such book shall be open at all times to the inspection of the Board of
Selectmen, any person specifically authorized to make such inspections or any police officer.  

B.    Every keeper of such shop shall put in a suitable and conspicuous place in such shop a sign
having his name and occupation legibly inscribed thereon in large letters. Such shop and all
articles of merchandise therein may at all times be examined by the Selectmen, or any person
authorized by them to make such examinations. No keeper of such shop or any dealer in such
articles shall directly or indirectly either purchase or receive by way of barter or exchange
any of the articles aforesaid of a minor or apprentice, knowing or having reason to believe
him to be such.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-604.  Display of license. 

§ 7-604.  Display of license. 

Every person licensed under § 7-601 shall post the license in some suitable and conspicuous
place upon the licensed premises.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-605.  Restrictions on operation: hours;
location. 

§ 7-605.  Restrictions on operation: hours; location. 

No person keeping a shop for the purchase, sale or barter of junk, old metals or secondhand
articles shall purchase or receive, either directly or indirectly, any of the aforesaid articles or
have a shop open for the transaction of business except between the hours of 8:00 o'clock in the
morning and 8:00 o'clock in the evening. No such licensee shall directly or indirectly purchase or
receive any such articles at any place other than the address displayed on the license unless
specifically invited into the residence of a potential customer or at a bona fide trade show.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-606.  Use of true names. 

§ 7-606.  Use of true names. 

No person offering any article for sale shall give a wrong or false name or address or fictitious
information pertaining to his/her identity. No person holding a license under § 7-601 shall
knowingly write a wrong or false name or address of a person thus offering an article for sale, or
knowingly permit the entry of such wrong or false name or address in the bound book as defined
in § 7-603. Any police officer taking cognizance of any such violation may request the offender
to state his/her true name and address.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-607.  Severability. 

§ 7-607.  Severability. 

The provisions of this bylaw are severable, and, if any of its provisions shall be held invalid by
any court of competent jurisdiction the decision of said court shall not affect or impair any of the
remaining sections.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-600, LICENSING OF JUNK
DEALERS AND COLLECTORS  / § 7-608.  Penalty. 

§ 7-608.  Penalty. 

Any violation of any provision of this bylaw may be punished pursuant to the provisions of
§ 1-109A or B if the noncriminal method of citation provided in MGL c. 40, § 21D, and
§ 1-109A of this Code of Bylaws is used the offense shall be punished by a fine of $50 for a first
offense and $100 for a subsequent offense.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21] 

SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art.
21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 21] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-701.  Purpose. 
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§ 7-701.  Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to protect the wetlands, water resources, flood-prone areas and
adjoining upland areas in the Town of Northbridge by controlling activities deemed by the
Northbridge Conservation Commission likely to have a significant or cumulative effect upon
resource area values, including but not limited to the following: public or private water supply,
groundwater supply, flood control, erosion and sedimentation control, storm damage prevention,
water quality, prevention and control of pollution, fisheries, wildlife habitat, rare species habitat
including rare plant and animal species, recreation, agriculture and aquaculture value
(collectively, the "wetland values protected by this chapter"). 

This bylaw is intended to utilize the Home Rule authority of Northbridge so as to protect the
resource areas under the Wetlands Protection Act (MGL c. 131, § 40; the Act) to a greater
degree, to protect additional resource areas beyond the Act recognized by the Town as
significant, to protect all resource areas for their additional values beyond those recognized in
the Act, and to impose in local regulations and permits additional standards and procedures
stricter than those of the Act and regulations thereunder (310 CMR 10.00), subject, however, to
the rights and benefits accorded to agricultural uses and structures of all kinds under the laws of
the Commonwealth and other relevant bylaws of the Town of Northbridge.  
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-702.  Jurisdiction. 

§ 7-702.  Jurisdiction. 

Except as permitted by the Conservation Commission or as provided in this chapter, no person
shall commence to remove, fill, dredge, build upon, degrade, discharge into or otherwise alter
the following resource areas: any freshwater wetlands, marshes, wet meadows, bogs, swamps,
vernal pools, springs, banks, beaches, reservoirs, lakes, ponds of any size, and lands under water
bodies; intermittent streams, brooks and creeks; and adjoining these resource areas out to a
distance of 100 feet known as the buffer zone; perennial rivers, streams, brooks and creeks; lands
adjoining these resource areas out to a distance of 200 feet, known as the riverfront area; and
lands subject to flooding or inundation by groundwater or surface water; (collectively the
"resource areas protected by this chapter"). Said resource areas shall be protected whether or not
they border surface waters. The jurisdiction of this bylaw shall not extend to uses and structures
of agriculture that enjoy the rights and privileges of laws and regulations of the Commonwealth
governing agriculture, including work performed for normal maintenance or improvement of
land in agricultural or aquacultural uses as defined by the Wetlands Protection Act regulations,
found at 310 CMR 10.04.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-703.  Exemptions and exceptions.  

§ 7-703.  Exemptions and exceptions.  

A.    The permit and application required by this chapter shall not be required for maintaining,
repairing or replacing, but not substantially changing or enlarging, an existing and lawfully
located structure or facility used in the service of the public to provide electric, gas, water,
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telephone, telegraph, or other telecommunication services, provided that the structure or
facility is not substantially changed or enlarged, provided that written notice has been given
to the Commission prior to commencement of the work, and provided that the work
conforms to performance standards and design specifications in regulations adopted by the
Commission.  

B.    The application and permit required by this chapter shall not apply for emergency projects
necessary for the protection of the health and safety of the public: provided that the work is
to be performed by or has been ordered to be performed by an agency of the Commonwealth
or a political subdivision thereof; provided that advance notice, oral or written, has been
given to the Commission prior to commencement of work or within 24 hours after
commencement; provided that the Conservation Commission or its agent certifies the work
as an emergency project; provided that the work is performed only for the time and place
certified by the Conservation Commission for the limited purposes necessary to abate the
emergency; and provided that within 21 days of commencement of an emergency project a
permit application shall be filed with the Commission for review as provided by this chapter.
Upon failure to meet these and other requirements of the Commission, the Commission may,
after notice and a public hearing, revoke or modify an emergency project approval and order
restoration and mitigation measures.  

C.    The application and permit required by this chapter shall not be required for work performed
for normal maintenance or improvement of land in agricultural use as defined by the
Wetlands Protection Act Regulations at 310 CMR 10.04.  

D.    The application and permit required by this chapter shall not be required for single-family
home lots in existence prior to the adoption of this chapter.  

E.    Other than stated in this section, the exceptions provided in the Wetlands Protection Act
(MGL c. 131 § 40) and Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) shall not apply under this chapter.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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Art. 21]  / § 7-704.  Permit applications; requests for determination.  

§ 7-704.  Permit applications; requests for determination.  

A.    Written application shall be filed with the Commission to perform activities affecting
resource areas protected by this chapter. The application shall include such information and
plans as are deemed necessary by the Commission to describe proposed activities and their
effects on the resource areas protected by this chapter. No activities shall commence without
receiving and complying with a permit issued pursuant to this chapter.  

B.    The Commission in an appropriate case may accept as the application and plans under this
chapter the Notice of Intent any application and plans filed under the Wetlands Protection
Act (MGL c. 131, § 40) and Regulations (310 CMR 10.00), but the Commission is not
obliged to do so.  

C.    Any person desiring to know whether or not a proposed activity or an area is subject to this
chapter may, in writing, request a determination from the Commission. Such a Request for
Determination of Applicability (RDA) or Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation
(ANRAD) filed under the Act shall include information and plans as are deemed necessary
by the Commission.  

D.    At the time of an application or request the applicant shall pay a filing fee specified in
regulations of the Commission. This fee is in addition to that required by the Wetlands
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Protection Act (MGL c. 131, § 40) and Regulations. The Commission may waive the filing
fee and costs and expenses for an application or request filed by a government agency and
shall waive them for a request for determination filed by a person having no financial
connection with the property which is the subject of the request.  

E.    Pursuant to MGL c. 44, § 53G and regulations promulgated by the Commission, the
Commission may impose reasonable fees upon applicants for the purpose of securing outside
consultants including engineers, wetlands scientists, wildlife biologists or other experts in
order to aid in the review of proposed projects. Such funds shall be deposited with the Town
Treasurer, who shall create an account specifically for this purpose. Additional consultant
fees may be requested where the requisite review is more expensive than originally
calculated or where new information requires additional consultant services. Only costs
relating to consultant work done in connection with a project for which a consultant fee has
been collected shall be paid from this account, and expenditures may be made at the sole
discretion of the Commission. Any consultant hired under this provision shall be selected by,
and report exclusively to, the Commission. The Commission shall provide applicants with
written notice of the selection of a consultant, identifying the consultant, the amount of the
fee to be charged to the applicant, and a request for payment of that fee. Notice shall be
deemed to have been given on the date it is mailed or delivered. The applicant may withdraw
the application or request within five business days of the date notice is given without
incurring any costs or expenses.  

F.    The entire fee must be received before the initiation of consulting services. Failure by the
applicant to pay the requested consultant fee within 10 business days of the request for
payment shall be cause for the Commission to declare the application administratively
incomplete and deny the permit without prejudice, except in the case of an appeal. The
Commission shall inform the applicant and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
of such a decision in writing.  

G.    The applicant may appeal the selection of an outside consultant to the Board of Selectmen,
who may disqualify the consultant only on the grounds that the consultant has a conflict of
interest or is not properly qualified. The minimum qualifications shall consist of either an
educational degree or three or more years of practice in the field at issue, or a related field.
The applicant shall make such an appeal in writing, and it must be received within 10
business days of the date that request for consultant fees was made by the Commission. Such
appeal shall extend the applicable time limits for action upon the application.    
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§ 7-705.  Notice and hearings.  

A.    Any person filing a permit or other application or a Request for Determination of
Applicability (RDA) or Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) or
other request with the Commission at the same time shall give written notice thereof, by
certified mail (return receipt requested) or hand delivery to all abutters according to the most
recent records of the Board of Assessors, including owners of land directly opposite on any
public or private street or those across a traveled way, and abutters to the abutters within 300
feet of the property line of the applicant, including any in another municipality or across a
body of water. The notice shall state a brief description of the project or other proposal and
the date of any Commission hearing or meeting date if known. The notice to abutters shall
enclose a copy of the application or request, with plans, or shall state where copies may be
examined and obtained by abutters. An affidavit of the person providing such notice, with a
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copy of the notice mailed or delivered, shall be filed with the Commission. When a person
requesting a determination is other than the owner, the request, the notice of the hearing and
the determination itself shall be sent by the Commission to the owner as well as to the person
making the request.  

B.    The Commission shall conduct a public hearing on any permit application, RDA or ANRAD
with written notice given, at the expense of the applicant, at least five working days prior to
the hearing, in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Northbridge.  

C.    The Commission shall commence the public hearing within 21 calendar days from receipt of
a completed permit application, RDA or ANRAD.  

D.    The Commission shall issue its permit, other order or determination in writing within 21
calendar days of the close of the public hearing thereon unless an extension is authorized in
writing by the applicant.  

E.    The Commission in an appropriate case may combine its hearing under this chapter with the
hearing conducted under the Wetlands Protection Act (MGL c. 131, § 40) and Regulations
(310 CMR 10.00).  

F.    The Commission shall have the authority to continue the hearing to a specific date
announced at the hearing, for reasons stated at the hearing, which may include receipt of
additional information offered by the applicant or others, information and plans required of
the applicant, deemed necessary by the Commission in its discretion, or comments and
recommendations of boards and officials listed in § 7-706. In the event that the applicant
objects to a continuance or postponement, the hearing shall be closed, and the Commission
shall take action on such information as is available.    
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§ 7-706.  Coordination with other boards. 

Any person filing a permit application, Request for Determination of Applicability or ANRAD
with the Conservation Commission shall provide a copy thereof at the same time, by certified
mail (return receipt requested) or hand delivery, to the Board of Selectmen, Planning Board,
Board of Appeals, Board of Health, and Building Inspector. A copy shall be provided in the
same manner to the Conservation Commission of the adjoining municipality, if the application or
RDA pertains to property within 300 feet of that municipality. An affidavit of the person
providing notice, with a copy of the notice mailed or delivered, shall be filed with the
Commission. The Commission shall not take final action until such boards and officials have had
14 days from receipt of notice to file written comments and recommendations with the
Commission, which the Commission shall take into account but which shall not be binding on
the Commission. The applicant shall have the right to receive any such comments and
recommendations, and to respond to them at a hearing of the Commission, prior to final action.  
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Art. 21]  / § 7-707.  Permits, determinations and conditions.  
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§ 7-707.  Permits, determinations and conditions.  

A.    If the Commission, after a public hearing, determines that the activities which are subject to
the permit application or the land and water uses which will result therefrom are likely to
have a significant individual or cumulative effect on the resource area values protected by
this chapter, the Commission, within 21 days of the close of the hearing, shall issue or deny a
permit for the activities requested. The Commission shall take into account the extent to
which the applicant has avoided, minimized and mitigated any such effect. The Commission
also shall take into account any loss, degradation, isolation, and replacement or replication of
such protected resource areas elsewhere in the community and the watershed, resulting from
past activities, whether permitted, unpermitted or exempt, and foreseeable future activities. If
it issues a permit, the Commission shall impose conditions which the Commission deems
necessary or desirable to protect said resource area values, and all activities shall be done in
accordance with those conditions.  

B.    Where no conditions are adequate to protect said resource area values, the Commission is
empowered to deny a permit for failure to meet the requirements of this chapter. It may also
deny a permit: for failure to submit necessary information and plans requested by the
Commission; for failure to comply with the procedures, design specifications, performance
standards, and other requirements in regulations of the Commission; or for failure to avoid,
minimize or mitigate unacceptable significant or cumulative effects upon the resource area
values protected by this chapter. Due consideration shall be given to any demonstrated
hardship on the applicant by reason of denial, as presented at the public hearing. The
Commission may waive specifically identified and requested procedures, design
specifications, performance standards, or other requirements set forth in its regulations,
provided that: the Commission finds in writing after said public hearing that there are no
reasonable conditions or alternatives that would allow the proposed activity to proceed in
compliance with said regulations; that avoidance, minimization and mitigation have been
employed to the maximum extent feasible; and that the waiver is necessary to accommodate
an overriding public interest or to avoid a decision that so restricts the use of the property as
to constitute an unconstitutional taking without compensation.  

C.    In reviewing activities within the buffer zone, the Commission shall presume the buffer zone
is important to the protection of other resource areas because activities undertaken in close
proximity have a high likelihood of adverse impact, either immediately, as a consequence of
construction, or over time, as a consequence of daily operation or existence of the activities.
These adverse impacts from construction and use can include, without limitation, erosion,
siltation, loss of groundwater recharge, poor water quality, and loss of wildlife habitat. The
Commission may establish, in its regulations, design specifications, performance standards,
and other measures and safeguards, including setbacks, no-disturb areas, no-build areas, and
other work limits for protection of such lands, including without limitation strips of
continuous, undisturbed vegetative cover, unless the applicant convinces the Commission
that the area or part of it may be disturbed without harm to the values protected by this
chapter.  

D.    In reviewing activities within the riverfront area, the Commission shall presume the
riverfront area is important to all the resource area values unless demonstrated otherwise, and
no permit issued hereunder shall permit any activities unless the applicant, in addition to
meeting the otherwise applicable requirements of this bylaw, has proved by a preponderance
of the evidence that (1) there is no practicable alternative to the proposed project with less
adverse effects, and that (2) such activities, including proposed mitigation measures, will
have no significant adverse impact on the areas or values protected by this chapter. The
Commission shall regard as practicable an alternative which is reasonably available and
capable of being done after taking into consideration the proposed property use, overall
project purpose (e.g., residential, institutional, commercial, or industrial), logistics, existing
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technology, costs of the alternatives, and overall project costs.  

E.    To prevent resource area loss, the Commission shall require applicants to avoid alteration
wherever feasible; to minimize alteration; and, where alteration is unavoidable and has been
minimized, to provide full mitigation. The Commission may authorize or require replication
of wetlands as a form of mitigation, but only with specific plans, professional design, proper
safeguards, adequate security, and professional monitoring and reporting to assure success,
because of the high likelihood of failure of replication. The Commission may require a
wildlife habitat study of the project area, to be paid for by the applicant, whenever it deems
appropriate, regardless of the type of resource area or the amount or type of alteration
proposed. The decision shall be based upon the Commission's estimation of the importance
of the habitat area considering (but not limited to) such factors as proximity to other areas
suitable for wildlife, importance of wildlife "corridors" in the area, or actual or possible
presence of rare plant or animal species in the area. The work shall be performed by an
individual who at least meets the qualifications set out in the wildlife habitat section of the
Wetlands Protection Act regulations (310 CMR 10.60).  

F.    The Commission shall presume that all areas meeting the definition of "vernal pools" under
§ 7-709 of this chapter, including the adjacent area, perform essential habitat functions. This
presumption may be overcome only by the presentation of credible evidence which, in the
judgment of the Commission, demonstrates that the basin or depression does not provide
essential habitat functions. Any formal evaluation should be performed by an individual who
at least meets the qualifications under the wildlife habitat section of the Wetlands Protection
Act regulations.  

G.    A permit, Determination of Applicability (DOA), or Order of Resource Area Delineation
(ORAD) shall expire three years from the date of issuance. Notwithstanding the above, the
Commission in its discretion may issue a permit expiring five years from the date of issuance
for recurring or continuous maintenance work, provided that annual notification of time and
location of work is given to the Commission. Any permit may be renewed once for an
additional one-year period, provided that a request for a renewal is received in writing by the
Commission prior to expiration. Notwithstanding the above, a permit may identify
requirements which shall be enforceable for a stated number of years, indefinitely, or until
permanent protection is in place, and shall apply to all present and future owners of the land.  

H.    For good cause the Commission may revoke or modify any permit, Determination of
Applicability (DOA), Order of Resource Area Delineation (ORAD) or any other order,
determination or other decision issued under this chapter after notice to the holder, the
public, abutters, and town boards, pursuant to § 7-705 and § 7-706, and after a public
hearing.  

I.    Amendments to permits, DOAs or ORADs shall be handled in the manner set out in the
Wetlands Protection Act regulations and policies thereunder.  

J.    The Commission, in an appropriate case, may combine the decision issued under this chapter
with the Order of Conditions, permit, DOA, ORAD or Certificate of Compliance (COC)
issued under the Wetlands Protection Act and Regulations.  

K.    No work proposed in any application shall be undertaken until the permit or ORAD issued
by the Commission with respect to such work has been recorded in the registry of deeds or, if
the land affected is registered land, in the registry section of the Land Court for the district
wherein the land lies, and until the holder of the permit certifies in writing to the
Commission that the document has been recorded. If the applicant fails to perform such
recording, the Commission may record the documents itself and require the applicant to
furnish the recording fee therefor, either at the time of recording or as a condition precedent
to the issuance of a COC.    



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

99

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-708.  Promulgation of regulations.  

§ 7-708.  Promulgation of regulations.  

A.    After public notice and public hearing, the Commission shall promulgate rules and
regulations to effectuate the purposes of this chapter, effective when voted and filed with the
Town Clerk. Failure by the Commission to promulgate such rules and regulations or a legal
declaration of their invalidity by a court of law shall not act to suspend or invalidate the
effect of this chapter.  

B.    At a minimum, these regulations shall reiterate the terms defined in this chapter, define
additional terms not inconsistent with the chapter, and impose filing and consultant fees.    
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Art. 21]  / § 7-709.  Definitions. 

§ 7-709.  Definitions. 

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and implementation of this chapter. 

   

    The term "AGRICULTURE" shall refer to the definition provided by G.L. Ch. 128 § 1A.   

    The term "ALTER" shall include, without limitation, the following activities when
undertaken to, upon, within or affecting resource areas protected by this chapter:   

    A.   Removal, excavation, or dredging of soil, sand, gravel, or aggregate materials of any
kind.   

    B.   Changing of preexisting drainage characteristics, flushing characteristics, salinity
distribution, sedimentation patterns, flow patterns, or flood retention characteristics.   

    C.   Drainage, or other disturbance of water level or water table.   

    D.   Dumping, discharging, or filling with any material which may degrade water quality.  

    E.   Placing of fill, or removal of material, which would alter elevation.   

    F.   Driving of piles or erection, expansion or repair of buildings, or structures of any
kind.   

    G.   Placing of obstructions or objects in water.   

    H.   Destruction of plant life, including cutting or trimming of trees and shrubs.   

    I.   Changing temperature, biochemical oxygen demand or other physical, biological or
chemical characteristics of any waters.   
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    J.   Any activities, changes, or work which may cause or tend to contribute to pollution
of any body of water or groundwater.   

    K.   Incremental activities which have, or may have, a cumulative adverse impact on the
resource areas protected by this chapter.   

    The term "BANK" shall include the land area which normally abuts and confines a water
body; the lower boundary being the mean annual low flow level, and the upper boundary
being the first observable break in the slope or the mean annual flood level, whichever is
higher.   

    The term "PERSON" shall include any individual, group of individuals, association,
partnership, corporation, company, business organization, trust, estate, the Commonwealth
or political subdivision thereof to the extent subject to Town bylaws, administrative
agency, public or quasi-public corporation or body, the Town of Northbridge and any other
legal entity, its legal representatives, agents, or assigns.   

    The term "POND" shall follow the definition of 310 CMR 10.04 except that the size
threshold of 10,000 square feet shall not apply.   

    The term "RARE SPECIES" shall include, without limitation, all vertebrate and
invertebrate animals and all plant species listed as endangered, threatened, or of special
concern by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, regardless of whether the
site in which they occur has been previously identified by the Division.   

    The term "VERNAL POOL" shall include, in addition to scientific definitions found in the
Regulations under the Wetlands Protection Act, any confined basin or depression not
occurring in existing lawns, gardens, landscaped areas or driveways which, at least in most
years, holds water for a minimum of two continuous months during the spring and/or
summer, contains at least 200 cubic feet of water at some time during most years, is free of
adult predatory fish populations, and provides essential breeding and rearing habitat
functions for amphibian, reptile or other vernal pool community species, regardless of
whether the site has been certified by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.
The boundary of the resource area for vernal pools shall be the mean annual high-water
line defining the depression.   

    Except as otherwise provided in this chapter or in regulations of the Conservation
Commission, the definitions of terms and procedures in this chapter shall be as set forth in
the Wetlands Protection Act (MGL c. 131, § 40) and Regulations (310 CMR 10.00).     
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§ 7-710.  Security. 

As part of a permit issued under this chapter, in addition to any security required by another
municipal or state board, agency, or official, the Commission may require that the performance
and observance of the conditions imposed hereunder (including conditions requiring mitigation
work) be secured wholly or in part by one or more of the methods described below:  

A.    By a proper bond or deposit of money or negotiable securities under a written third-party
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escrow arrangement, or other undertaking of financial responsibility sufficient, in the opinion
of the Commission, to be released in whole or in part upon issuance of a Certificate of
Compliance (COC) for work performed pursuant to the permit.  

B.    By accepting a conservation restriction, easement, or other covenant enforceable in a court of
law, executed and duly recorded by the owner of record, running with the land to the benefit
of the Town of Northbridge, whereby the permit conditions shall be performed and observed
before any lot may be conveyed other than by mortgage deed. This method shall be used only
with the consent of the applicant.    
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Art. 21]  / § 7-711.  Enforcement.  

§ 7-711.  Enforcement.  

A.    No person shall remove, fill, dredge, build upon, degrade, or otherwise alter resource areas
protected by this chapter, or cause, suffer, or allow such activity, or leave in place
unauthorized fill, or otherwise fail to restore illegally altered land to its original condition, or
fail to comply with a permit or an enforcement order issued pursuant to this chapter.  

B.    The Northbridge Conservation Commission, its agents, officers, and employees shall have
authority to enter upon privately owned land for the purpose of performing their duties under
this chapter and may make or cause to be made such examinations, surveys or sampling as
the Commission deems necessary subject to the constitutions and laws of the United States
and the Commonwealth.  

C.    The Commission shall have authority to enforce this chapter, its regulations, and permits
issued thereunder by letters, phone calls, electronic communication and other informal
methods, violation notices, noncriminal citations under MGL c. 40, § 21D, and civil and
criminal court actions. Any person who violates the provisions of this chapter may be
ordered to restore the property to its original condition and take other action deemed
necessary to remedy such violations, or may be fined, or both.  

D.    Upon request of the Commission, the Board of Selectmen and Town Counsel shall take legal
action for enforcement under civil law. Upon request of the Commission, the Chief of Police
shall take legal action for enforcement under criminal law. Town of Northbridge boards and
officers, including any police officer or other officer having police powers, shall have
authority to assist the Commission in enforcement.  

E.    As an alternative to criminal prosecution in a specific case, the Commission may issue
citations with specific penalties pursuant to the noncriminal disposition procedure set forth in
MGL c. 40, § 21D, which has been adopted by the Town of Northbridge in § 1-109 of the
general bylaws.  

F.    Any person who violates any provision of this chapter, regulations thereunder or permits or
administrative orders issued thereunder, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $300.
Each day or portion thereof during which a violation continues, or unauthorized fill or other
alteration remains in place, shall constitute a separate offense, and each provision of the
chapter, regulations, permits, or administrative orders violated shall constitute a separate
offense.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-712.  Burden of proof. 

§ 7-712.  Burden of proof. 

The applicant for a permit shall have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the credible
evidence that the work proposed in the permit application will not have unacceptable significant
or cumulative effect upon the resource area values protected by this chapter. Failure to provide
adequate evidence to the Commission supporting this burden shall be sufficient cause for the
Commission to deny a permit or grant a permit with conditions.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-713.  Relation to Wetlands Protection Act. 

§ 7-713.  Relation to Wetlands Protection Act. 

This chapter is adopted under the Home Rule Amendment of the Massachusetts Constitution and
the Home Rule statutes, independent of the Wetlands Protection Act (MGL c. 131, § 40) and
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) thereunder. It is the intention of this chapter that the purposes,
jurisdiction, authority, exemptions, regulations, specifications, standards, and other requirements
shall be interpreted and administered as stricter than those under the Wetlands Protection Act
and regulations.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-714.  Severability. 

§ 7-714.  Severability. 

The invalidity of any section or provision of this chapter shall not invalidate any other section or
provision thereof, nor shall it invalidate any permit, approval or determination which previously
has been issued.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-700, WETLANDS PROTECTION
BYLAW  [Amended 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 21; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art. 22; 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 21]  / § 7-715.  Appeal. 

§ 7-715.  Appeal. 

A decision of the Conservation Commission shall be reviewable in the Superior Court in
accordance with MG. c. 249, § 4.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
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MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22] 

SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM,
Art. 22] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-801.  Purpose.  

§ 7-801.  Purpose.  

A.    The purpose of this bylaw is to protect, maintain and enhance the public health, safety,
environment and general welfare of the Town of Northbridge by establishing minimum
requirements and procedures to control the adverse effects of increased post-development
stormwater runoff and nonpoint source pollution associated with new development and
redevelopment. It has been determined that proper management of post-development
stormwater runoff will minimize damage to public and private property and infrastructure,
safeguard the public health, safety, environment and general welfare of the public, protect
water and aquatic resources, and promote groundwater recharge to protect surface and
groundwater drinking supplies. This bylaw seeks to meet that purpose through the following
objectives:  

(1)    Establish decision-making processes surrounding land development activities that
protect the integrity of watersheds and preserve the health of water resources;  

(2)    Require that new development, redevelopment and all land conversion activities
maintain the after-development runoff characteristics that are equal to or less than the
pre-development runoff characteristics in order to reduce flooding, stream bank erosion,
siltation, nonpoint source pollution, property damage, and to maintain the integrity of
stream channels and aquatic habitats;  

(3)    Establish minimum post-development stormwater management standards and design
criteria for the regulation and control of stormwater runoff quantity and quality;
establish minimum design criteria for the protection of properties and aquatic resources
downstream from land development and land conversion activities from damage due to
increases in volume, velocity, frequency, duration, and peak flow rate of stormwater
runoff; establish minimum design criteria for measures to minimize nonpoint source
pollution from stormwater runoff which would otherwise degrade water quality;  

(4)    Establish design and application criteria for the construction and use of structural
stormwater control facilities that can be used to meet the minimum post-development
stormwater management standards;  

(5)    Encourage the use of nonstructural stormwater management practices, stormwater better
site design practices or "low-impact development practices," such as reducing
impervious cover and the preservation of greenspace and other natural areas, to the
maximum extent practicable;  

(6)    Establish provisions for the long-term responsibility for and maintenance of structural
stormwater control facilities and nonstructural stormwater management practices to
ensure that they continue to function as designed, are maintained, and pose no threat to
public safety;  

(7)    Establish provisions to ensure there is an adequate funding mechanism, including
financial security or surety, for the proper review, inspection and long-term maintenance
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of stormwater facilities implemented as part of this bylaw;  

(8)    Establish administrative procedures for the submission, review, approval or disapproval
of stormwater management plans, and for the inspection of approved active development
projects, and long-term follow up; establish certain administrative procedures and fees
for the submission, review, approval or disapproval of stormwater plans, and the
inspection of approved projects.    

B.    Nothing in this bylaw is intended to replace the requirements of either the Town of
Northbridge Zoning Bylaw,EN(9) the Town of Northbridge General Wetlands Protection
Bylaw,EN(10) or any other bylaw that may be adopted by the Town of Northbridge. Any
activity subject to the provisions of the above-cited bylaws must comply with the
specifications of each.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-802.  Definitions. 

§ 7-802.  Definitions. 

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and implementation of this bylaw.
Additional definitions may be adopted by separate regulation:  

ALTERATION  -- Any activity that will measurably change the ability of a ground surface area
to absorb water or will change existing surface drainage patterns. Alteration may be similarly
represented as "alteration of drainage characteristics," and "conducting land disturbance
activities."   

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE (BMP)  -- Structural, nonstructural and managerial
techniques that are recognized to be the most effective and practical means to prevent and/or
reduce increases in stormwater volumes and flows, reduce point source and nonpoint source
pollution, and promote stormwater quality and protection of the environment. "Structural" BMPs
are devices that are engineered and constructed to provide temporary storage and treatment of
stormwater runoff. "Nonstructural" BMPs use natural measures to reduce pollution levels, do not
require extensive construction efforts, and/or promote pollutant reduction by eliminating the
pollutant source.   

BETTER SITE DESIGN  -- Site design approaches and techniques that can reduce a site's
impact on the watershed through the use of nonstructural stormwater management practices.
Better site design includes conserving and protecting natural areas and greenspace, reducing
impervious cover, and using natural features for stormwater management.   

GENERAL STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PERMIT (GSMP)  -- A permit issued for a
development project that meets a set of predetermined standards outlined in the Regulations to
be adopted by the Stormwater Authority under § 7-804 of this bylaw. By meeting these
predetermined standards, the proposed project will be presumed to meet the requirements and
intent of this bylaw.   

HOTSPOT  -- Land uses or activities with higher potential pollutant loadings, such as auto
salvage yards, auto fueling facilities, fleet storage yards, commercial parking lots with high
intensity use, road salt storage areas, commercial nurseries and landscaping, outdoor storage and
loading areas of hazardous substances, or marinas.   

MASSACHUSETTS STORMWATER MANAGEMENT POLICY  -- The policy issued by the
Department of Environmental Protection, as amended, that coordinates the requirements
prescribed by state regulations promulgated under the authority of the Massachusetts Wetlands
Protection Act, MGL c. 131, § 40, and the Massachusetts Clean Waters Act, MGL c. 21,
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§§ 23-56. The policy addresses stormwater impacts through implementation of performance
standards to reduce or prevent pollutants from reaching water bodies and control the quantity of
runoff from a site.   

NEW DEVELOPMENT  -- Any construction or land disturbance of a parcel of land that is
currently in a natural vegetated state and does not contain alteration by man-made activities.   

NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION  -- Pollution from many diffuse sources as opposed to
discrete conveyances caused by water, rainfall or snowmelt moving over or through the ground.
As the runoff moves, it picks up and carries away natural and human-made pollutants, finally
depositing them into water resource areas.   

PERSON  -- Any individual, group of individuals, association, partnership, corporation,
company, business organization, trust, estate, the Commonwealth or political subdivision thereof
to the extent subject to Town bylaws, administrative agency, public or quasi-public corporation
or body, the Town of Northbridge, and any other legal entity, its legal representatives, agents, or
assigns.   

POST-DEVELOPMENT  -- The conditions that reasonably may be expected or anticipated to
exist after completion of the land development activity on a specific site or parcel of land.
"Post-development" refers to the phase of a new development or redevelopment project after
completion, and does not refer to the construction phase of a project.   

PRE-DEVELOPMENT  -- The conditions that exist at the time that plans for the land
development of a site or parcel of land are submitted to the Stormwater Authority. Where phased
development or plan approval occurs (preliminary grading, roads and utilities, etc.), the existing
conditions at the time prior to the first plan submission shall establish pre-development
conditions.   

RECHARGE  -- The replenishment of underground water reserves.   

REDEVELOPMENT  -- Any construction, alteration, or improvement involving land
disturbance of more than 5,000 square feet, where the existing land use is commercial, industrial,
institutional, or multifamily residential.   

STORMWATER AUTHORITY  -- The Stormwater Authority is responsible for coordinating
the review, approval and permit process as defined in this bylaw. The Stormwater Authority
shall be the Planning Board or its authorized delegates or agents. The Planning Board shall have
the authority to delegate to other Town boards and commissions, including, but not limited to,
the Board of Health and the Conservation Commission, the duties and responsibilities of the
Stormwater Authority for those matters, within the regulatory jurisdiction of such other boards
and commissions, as may be set forth in the Stormwater Regulations adopted under § 7-804 of
this bylaw. Other boards and/or departments of the Town may participate in the review process
as described in such Stormwater Regulations.   

STORMWATER CREDITS  -- A form of incentive for developers to promote conservation of
natural and open space areas that may be included in the Stormwater Regulations adopted by the
Stormwater Authority and may include provisions for reductions in stormwater management
requirements in recognition of the use of techniques to reduce stormwater runoff at the site.   

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PERMIT (SMP)  -- A permit issued by the Stormwater
Authority, after review of an application, plans, calculations, and other supporting documents,
which is designed to protect the environment of the Town from the deleterious effects of
uncontrolled and untreated stormwater runoff.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
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MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-803.  Authority. 

§ 7-803.  Authority. 

This bylaw is adopted under authority granted by the Home Rule Amendment of the
Massachusetts Constitution, the Home Rule statutes, and pursuant to the regulations of the
federal Clean Water Act found at 40 CFR 122.34.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-804.
Administration.  

§ 7-804.  Administration.  

A.    The Stormwater Authority shall administer, implement and enforce this bylaw. Any powers
granted to or duties imposed upon the Stormwater Authority may be delegated in writing by
the Stormwater Authority to its employees or agents.  

B.    Stormwater Regulations. The Stormwater Authority may adopt, and periodically amend,
Stormwater Regulations to effectuate the purposes of this bylaw, including terms, conditions,
definitions, enforcement, fees (including application, inspection, and/or consultant fees),
procedures and administration, by majority vote, after conducting a public hearing to receive
comments on the regulations or any proposed revisions. Such hearing dates shall be
advertised in a newspaper of general local circulation, at least seven days prior to the hearing
date. Failure by the Stormwater Authority to promulgate such Stormwater Regulations or a
legal declaration of their invalidity by a court shall not act to suspend or invalidate the
provisions of this bylaw.  

C.    Stormwater Management Manual. The Stormwater Authority will utilize the policy, criteria
and information including specifications and standards of the latest edition of the
Massachusetts Stormwater Management Policy, or local equivalent, for execution of the
provisions of this bylaw. This policy includes a list of acceptable stormwater treatment
practices, including the specific design criteria for each stormwater practice. The policy may
be updated and expanded periodically, based on improvements in engineering, science,
monitoring, and local maintenance experience. Unless specifically altered in the Stormwater
Regulations, stormwater management practices that are designed, constructed, and
maintained in accordance with these design and sizing criteria will be presumed to be
protective of Massachusetts water quality standards.  

D.    General permit. The Stormwater Authority shall have the authority to develop a General
Stormwater Management Permit (GSMP) for specific types of projects, such as, without
limitation, construction of a deck, patio, retaining wall, existing driveway expansion, shed,
swimming pool, tennis or basketball court. Any such General Stormwater Management
Permit requirements shall be defined and included as part of any Stormwater Regulations
promulgated pursuant to this bylaw.  

E.    Actions by the Stormwater Authority. The Stormwater Authority may take any of the
following actions on an application for a Stormwater Management Permit as may be more
specifically described in the Stormwater Regulations promulgated pursuant to this bylaw:
approval, approval with conditions, disapproval, or disapproval without prejudice.  

F.    Appeals of action by the Stormwater Authority. A decision of the Stormwater Authority shall
be final. Further relief from a decision by the Stormwater Authority made under this bylaw
shall be by petition to the Superior Court in an action filed in accordance with MGL c. 249,
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§ 4.  

G.    Stormwater Credit System. The Stormwater Authority may adopt, as part of the Stormwater
Regulations, a Stormwater Credit System. This credit system will allow applicants the
option, if approved by the Stormwater Authority, to take credit for the use of stormwater
better site design practices to reduce some of the requirements specified in the Regulations.
Failure by the Stormwater Authority to promulgate such a credit system through its
Stormwater Regulations or a legal declaration of its invalidity by a court shall not act to
suspend or invalidate the provisions of this bylaw.  

H.    Stormwater facility charges. The Stormwater Authority may adopt, as part of the Stormwater
Regulations, a system of stormwater facility charges, pursuant to MGL c. 83, § 16. The
Stormwater Authority shall administer, implement and enforce the system of facility charges.
Failure by the Stormwater Authority to adopt such a system of facility charges or a legal
declaration of its invalidity by a court shall not act to suspend or invalidate the provisions of
this bylaw.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-805.  Applicability.  

§ 7-805.  Applicability.  

A.    This bylaw shall be applicable to all new development and redevelopment, including, but not
limited to, site plan applications, subdivision applications, grading applications, land use
conversion applications, any activity that will result in an increased amount of stormwater
runoff or pollutants flowing from the a parcel of land, or any activity that will alter the
drainage characteristics of a parcel of land, unless exempt pursuant to § 7-805B of this
bylaw. No person shall alter land within the Town of Northbridge without having obtained a
Stormwater Management Permit (SMP). All new development and redevelopment under the
jurisdiction of this bylaw shall be subject to the requirement to obtain a Stormwater
Management Permit.  

B.    Exemptions. The following activities shall be exempt from the requirement of a Stormwater
Management Permit:  

(1)    Any activity that will disturb an area less than 5,000 square feet or less than 25% of a
contiguous property, whichever is less.  

(2)    Normal maintenance and improvement of land in agricultural use as defined by the
Wetlands Protection Act regulation, 310 CMR 10.04, and MGL c. 40A, § 3.  

(3)    Maintenance of existing landscaping, gardens or lawn areas, provided such maintenance
does not include the alteration of drainage patterns or expansion of the disturbed area.  

(4)    Normal maintenance and repair of Town owned public land, ways and appurtenances.  

(5)    The construction of any fence that will not alter existing terrain or drainage patterns.  

(6)    Construction of utilities (gas, water, electric, telephone, etc.) other than drainage, which
will not alter terrain, ground cover, or drainage patterns.  

(7)    Repairs to any stormwater management facility or practice to address an emergency that
poses a threat to public health or safety, or as deemed necessary by the Stormwater
Authority.  

(8)    Any work or projects for which all necessary approvals and permits have been issued
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before the effective date of this bylaw.    

C.    Redevelopment projects are presumed to meet the stormwater management requirements
specified in the Stormwater Regulations if the total impervious cover is reduced by 40%
from existing conditions. Where site conditions prevent the reduction in impervious cover,
stormwater management practices shall be implemented to provide stormwater controls for at
least 40% of the site's impervious area. When a combination of impervious area reduction
and stormwater management practice implementation is used for redevelopment projects, the
combination of impervious area reduction and the area controlled by a stormwater
management practice shall equal or exceed 40%.  

D.    An alteration, redevelopment, or conversion of land use to a hotspot such as, without
limitation: auto salvage yards, auto fueling facilities, fleet storage yards, commercial parking
lots with high intensity use, road salt storage areas, commercial nurseries and landscaping,
outdoor storage and loading areas of hazardous substances, or marinas, shall require a
Stormwater Management Permit.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-806.  Permit
procedures. 

§ 7-806.  Permit procedures. 

Permit procedures and requirements shall be as described in the Stormwater Regulations
promulgated as permitted under § 7-804 of this bylaw.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-807.  Enforcement. 

§ 7-807.  Enforcement. 

The Stormwater Authority or an authorized agent of the Stormwater Authority shall enforce this
bylaw, the Stormwater Regulations, orders, violation notices, and enforcement orders issued
thereunder, and may pursue all civil and criminal remedies for such violations. Any person who
violates any provision of this bylaw, the Stormwater Regulations or any order or permit issued
thereunder shall be punished by a fine of not more than $300. Each day during which a violation
exists shall constitute a separate offense. As an alternative to criminal prosecution in a specific
case, the Stormwater Authority may issue citations pursuant to the noncriminal disposition
procedure set forth in MGL c. 40, § 21D, as adopted under § 1-109 of the Code of the Town of
Northbridge. For purposes of noncriminal disposition, the penalty for a first offense shall be
$100, for a second offense $200, and for a third and subsequent offenses $300. Enforcement
shall be further described in the Stormwater Regulations promulgated under § 7-804 of this
bylaw.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 7, REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY   / SECTION 7-800, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT BYLAW  [Adopted 5-6-2008 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 7-808.  Severability. 
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§ 7-808.  Severability. 

The invalidity of any section, provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause of this bylaw shall not
invalidate any other section, provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause thereof, nor shall it
invalidate any permit or determination that previously has been issued.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS  

Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS 

ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-101.  Definitions. 

§ 8-101.  Definitions. 

The following words and phrases, as used in this section, unless the context requires otherwise,
shall have the following meanings:  

HUNTING OR SPORTING DOG  -- An animal under the control and direction of its owner or
keeper while used in training or actual hunting. It also includes animals used in events or trials
participating under sanctioned competitions.   

KEEPER  -- Any person, other than the owner, harboring in his possession any animal. The
keeper shall be held liable for the action of the animal.   

KENNEL  -- One pack or collection of dogs on a single premises, whether maintained for
breeding, boarding, sale, training, hunting or other purposes, and including any shop where dogs
are on sale, who are not covered by MGL c. 129, § 39A, and also including every pack or
collection or more than three dogs, six months old or over, owned or kept by a person on a single
premises, irrespective of the purpose for which they are maintained. Any and all kennels
registered in the Town of Northbridge shall be subject to state and local business regulations.   

OWNER  -- Includes corporations, societies, associations, partnerships and individuals, provided
that they show ownership of an animal by possession of a current and valid license or other
satisfactory proof of ownership.   

WORKING DOG  -- An animal used in the performance of a particular set of tasks. The animal
must be engaged in such tasks to be exempt from § 8-102. Examples include guard dogs, Seeing
Eye dogs and dogs used to control a farmer's flock or herd.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
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/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-102.  Restraint; exceptions. 

§ 8-102.  Restraint; exceptions. 

No person shall permit a dog owned or kept by him beyond the confines of the property of the
owner or keeper unless the dog is held firmly on a leash. The length of a leash shall not exceed
six feet when off the property of the owner or keeper. An owner or keeper may use a leash of
greater length to restrain a dog on the property of the owner or keeper, provided that the dog is
securely confined to the premises of the owner or keeper. Exceptions are animals, which are
classified as hunting or sporting dogs, as well as working dogs, while used in such capacity.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-103.  Prima facie evidence of violation. 

§ 8-103.  Prima facie evidence of violation. 

The unauthorized presence of any animal on public lands or on the land of any person other than
the owner or keeper of such animal when such animal is not restrained as above-mentioned shall
be prima facie evidence of a violation of the provisions of this section.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-104.  Violations and penalties. 

§ 8-104.  Violations and penalties. 

A violation of this § 8-100 shall be punishable by a warning for the first offense, $25 for the
second offense and $40 for each subsequent offense within a calendar year.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-105.  Licensing requirements.  

§ 8-105.  Licensing requirements.  

A.    Any owner or keeper of a dog six months of age or older in the Town of Northbridge shall
cause that dog to be licensed as required by MGL c. 140 within the stipulated time.  

B.    Fees.  

(1)    The annual fee for every dog license, except as otherwise provided for by law, shall be
$10, unless a certificate of a registered veterinarian who performed the operation that
such dog has been altered and has thereby been deprived of the power of breeding or
producing offspring has been shown to the Town Clerk, in which case the fee shall be
$6. If the Town Clerk is satisfied that the certification by the veterinarian who altered
the dog cannot be obtained, he/she may accept in lieu thereof a statement, under the
penalties of perjury, by a registered veterinarian describing the dog and stating that he
has examined the dog and, in his opinion, the dog is not capable of breeding or
producing offspring by reason of spaying or neutering. Until the veterinarian has
examined the dog in question, the license fee for the licensing period shall be at the rate
of $10. When applying for a license, the applicant must also show proof by a
veterinarian's certificate that the dog has been vaccinated against rabies within the last
three years, if the dog is six months of age or over, as required by MGL c. 140.
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[Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

(2)    No fee shall be charged for a license for a dog specifically trained to lead or serve a
blind person or a deaf person, provided that the Division of the Blind or Deaf certified
that such dog is so trained and actually in the services of a blind or deaf person.  

(3)    Kennel fees shall be as follows:   

(a)  Four dogs or fewer: $40. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]   

(b)  Ten dogs or fewer: $75.   

(c)  Twenty-five dogs or fewer: $100.      

C.    No license fee or part thereof shall be refunded because of subsequent death, loss, spaying,
neutering or removal from the commonwealth or other disposal of the dog.  

D.    Should any owner or keeper of a dog fail to license that dog before June 1, that owner or
keeper shall pay a late fee of $10 before obtaining said license, except a dog brought into the
Town as provided in MGL c. 140, § 138. This late fee shall be applicable from the 61st day
after the arrival of such dog. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

E.    Any person maintaining a kennel in the Town of Northbridge who fails to license as
prescribed by this section and the laws of the commonwealth shall pay a late fee of $20. Such
fees as are collected by the Animal Control Officer shall be accounted for and paid over to
the Town Treasurer to be incorporated into the Animal Control Fund. [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-106.  Impoundment.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23] 

§ 8-106.  Impoundment.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

The Animal Control Officer can impound a dog or fine the owner or keeper of said dog pursuant
to §§ 8-104 and 8-114 of this chapter for the following offenses:  

A.    Being an unlicensed dog.  

B.    Being found at large when the owner or keeper is not present.  

C.    Injuring or menacing a person.  

D.    Injuring a domestic animal or fowl.  

E.    Chasing vehicles (autos, motorcycles or trucks).  

F.    Chasing bicycles.  

G.    Causing any disturbance (barking, howling or disturbing).  

H.    Being unmuzzled off the owner's or keeper's property while a muzzling order is in effect.  

I.    Being found at large at any school yard and/or recreational area.  

J.    Violation of a quarantine.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-107.  Muzzling.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  
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§ 8-107.  Muzzling.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

A.    The Animal Control Officer can order a dog to be muzzled for the following:  

(1)    Biting or menacing a person.  

(2)    Injuring a domestic animal or fowl.  

(3)    Excessive barking.    

B.    Exceptions. Only the Animal Control Officer has the power to remove a muzzle order if he
so desires, i.e., an exception is feeding time.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-108.  Quarantine orders. 

§ 8-108.  Quarantine orders. 

For biting a person, the animal must be quarantined subject to MGL c. 129, § 21. Any and all
violations of a quarantine order will be subject to general penalties under MGL c. 129, § 30.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-109.  Storage fees.  

§ 8-109.  Storage fees.  

A.    A storage fee of $5 per day will be levied if said animal is impounded.  

B.    Impounded, unlicensed dogs will be kept for 10 days. During such time, a description of the
animal will be posted at the Town Hall. To obtain the release of an unlicensed animal, the
owner must license the animal and pay all fines and storage fees. If the animal is not claimed,
it will be sold to anyone paying the fines and storage of said animal. If not claimed or sold
within the ten-day period, the animal shall be destroyed in a humane manner.  

C.    The owner of an impounded licensed dog will be notified by registered mail of the animal's
confinement. The animal shall be kept until the owner pays all fines and storage. If not
claimed within 30 days, it will be destroyed in a humane manner.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-110.  Estrous cycle.  

§ 8-110.  Estrous cycle.  

A.    If found at large, dogs in the estrous cycle (heat) can be impounded. If complaints have been
recorded, the Animal Control Officer may require the owner to remove the animal from the
area of disturbance. If impounded, the owner shall be notified by registered mail of the
animal's confinement. [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  

B.    A fine of $25 shall be levied against the owner or keeper of an unspayed female dog in heat
running at large.  

C.    Impounded, unlicensed dogs in heat shall be kept for 10 days. During such time a description
of the animal will be posted in the Town Hall. If the animal is not claimed, it shall be sold to
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anyone paying the fines and storage of said animal. If not claimed or sold within the ten-day
period, the animal shall be destroyed in a humane manner.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-111.  Appointment of Animal Control Officer and
assistants.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 8-111.  Appointment of Animal Control Officer and assistants.  [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23] 

Subject to approval of the Board of Selectmen, the Town Manager shall appoint an Animal
Control Officer, who shall be the Dog Officer, and such assistants as are deemed necessary to
administer and enforce this bylaw relating to dogs and the sections of MGL c. 140, as amended,
relating to dogs.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-112.  Kennels. 

§ 8-112.  Kennels. 

Any person with more than three dogs, six months or older, on a single premises shall be
classified as a kennel, and, as such, the owner or keeper must apply for a kennel license.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-113.  Severability. 

§ 8-113.  Severability. 

In the event that any provision or section of this section is deemed invalid and unenforceable, all
other provisions shall remain in force and in effect.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 8, REGULATION OF ANIMALS
/ ARTICLE 8-100, DOGS  / § 8-114.  Penalties. 

§ 8-114.  Penalties. 

This Dog Regulation Bylaw may be enforced pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 40, § 21D,
and § 1-109A of this Code of Bylaws. The penalty for the first offense in a calendar year shall be
a warning; the penalty for the second offense shall be $15, and the penalty for the third and each
subsequent offense in the same calendar year shall be $25.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED  

Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT REGULATED  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
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where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-100, ADVERTISING AND SIGNS 

SECTION 9-100, ADVERTISING AND SIGNS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-100, ADVERTISING AND SIGNS  / § 9-101.
Authorization to post handbills required. 

§ 9-101.  Authorization to post handbills required. 

No person shall post, attach or in any manner affix any poster, banner, handbill, advertisement of
any kind or nature whatsoever to, on or in any public or private property unless authorized in
writing by the owner of such property to do so. The signatures of a majority of the members of
the Board of Selectmen shall be required in the case of Town owned property.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-100, ADVERTISING AND SIGNS  / § 9-102.  Political
signs.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 9-102.  Political signs.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Political signs may be placed only on private property and only with the permission of the
property owner.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-100, ADVERTISING AND SIGNS  / § 9-103.  Yard sale
signs.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 9-103.  Yard sale signs.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Yard sale signs shall only be placed on private property and only with the permission of the
property owner. Yard sale signs shall be removed no later than two days following the date of
the yard sale. Yard sale sign shall not be allowed on public property or utility poles.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-100, ADVERTISING AND SIGNS  / § 9-104.  Real estate
signs.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 9-104.  Real estate signs.  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

Real estate signs shall not be placed on public property or utility poles.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-200, PUBLIC CONSUMPTION/POSSESSION OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

SECTION 9-200, PUBLIC CONSUMPTION/POSSESSION OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-200, PUBLIC CONSUMPTION/POSSESSION OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  / § 9-201.  Prohibited conduct.  [Amended 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23] 

§ 9-201.  Prohibited conduct.  [Amended 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

No person shall consume any alcoholic beverage or have within the person's possession or
control any container of alcoholic beverages which is open or has seals which have been broken
while the person is in or upon any public way or private way to which the public has a right of
access as invitees or licensees, park, playground or other public or private place without the
consent of the owner or person in control of such place.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-200, PUBLIC CONSUMPTION/POSSESSION OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  / § 9-202.  Police action upon witnessing a violation. 

§ 9-202.  Police action upon witnessing a violation. 

Any police officer witnessing a violation of this chapter shall have the power to arrest the
violator without a warrant and shall bring the violator before the next session of the District
Court with jurisdiction of the violation.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-200, PUBLIC CONSUMPTION/POSSESSION OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  / § 9-203.  Seizure. 

§ 9-203.  Seizure. 

All alcoholic beverages being consumed or in the possession or control of any person in
violation of this chapter shall be seized and safely held until final adjudication of the charge
against the person or persons charged with violating this chapter, at which time they shall be
delivered to the person or persons entitled thereto.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS 

SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS  / § 9-301.  Hate-based conduct prohibited. 

§ 9-301.  Hate-based conduct prohibited. 

No person shall engage in any conduct prohibited by the Code of the Town of Northbridge; any
municipal rule or regulation made or promulgated pursuant to authority granted by the Town
Code, or any special or general law; any statute or rule or regulation of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts which is coupled with overt actions motivated by bigotry and bias, including, but
not limited to, a threatened, attempted or completed overt act motivated at least in part by racial,
religious, ethnic, handicap, gender or sexual orientation prejudice, or which otherwise deprives
another person of a constitutional or statutory right by means of threat, intimidation or coercion
or which seeks to interfere with or disrupt a person's exercise of a constitutional or statutory right
through intimidation. Notwithstanding the foregoing, engaging in speech or conduct which is
protected by the Constitution or laws of the United States of America or the Declaration of
Rights or laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall not be deemed to be violative of
this chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS  / § 9-302.  Investigation; mandated reporting; prosecution of
offenses.  

§ 9-302.  Investigation; mandated reporting; prosecution of offenses.  

A.    Whenever an officer of the Northbridge Police Department has information or receives a
complaint that a hate-based offense or a civil rights violation may have occurred, such matter
shall be investigated in accordance with the policies and procedures of the Police
Department.  

B.    Any agent, employee or officer of the Town, who is authorized to enforce any statute, bylaw
or rule or regulation and who has information or receives a complaint or report that a
hate-based offense or civil rights violation has occurred shall report the same immediately
and in writing to the Police Department. The Chief of Police or his designee shall cause such
matter to be investigated and/or shall provide investigatory or prosecutorial assistance to the
reporting agent, employee or officer.  

C.    No person shall be prosecuted for engaging in speech or conduct which is protected by the
Constitution or laws of the United States of America or the Declaration of Rights or laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

D.    Upon the conclusion of any trial or judicial proceeding, which does not result in a finding of
not guilty or not delinquent, the Chief of Police shall seek leave of the court to submit, in
person or in writing, a victim impact statement on behalf of all of the citizens of Northbridge.
Such statement shall include a request that the punishment allowed by law be imposed.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS  / § 9-303.  Arrest authorized. 
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§ 9-303.  Arrest authorized. 

Any person, who remains in a public place, while in willful violation of this chapter, may be
arrested, without a warrant, by a police officer acting pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 272,
§ 59.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS  / § 9-304.  Violations and penalties. 

§ 9-304.  Violations and penalties. 

Any person found guilty of a violation of this § 9-300 shall be punished by a fine of $300 per
violation.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS  / § 9-305.  Public nuisances. 

§ 9-305.  Public nuisances. 

Any condition, caused or permitted to exist in violation of the provisions of this chapter, shall be
deemed to constitute a public nuisance and may be abated by the Town.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS  / § 9-306.  Notification of certain officials. 

§ 9-306.  Notification of certain officials. 

Subject to the restrictions of Massachusetts law concerning criminal offender record information,
the Chief of Police shall notify the Town Manager and the Board of Selectmen, in writing and
within seven days of its occurrence, of the initiation of any prosecution for a hate-based offense
or a civil rights violation or the final disposition of such prosecution.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-300, HATE-BASED OFFENSESAND CIVIL RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS  / § 9-307.  Training. 

§ 9-307.  Training. 

Subject to the availability of funding, the Chief of Police shall provide training relating to civil
rights and hate-based offenses to all agents, employees or officers of the Town who are
authorized to enforce any statute, bylaw or rule or regulation.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL 
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SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL  / § 9-401.
Transporting waste from out of Town prohibited. 

§ 9-401.  Transporting waste from out of Town prohibited. 

No person shall bring any trash, rubbish, refuse, discarded materials, including tires, tree roots,
bottles, cans, crates and waste or materials from demolished buildings or any other material
whatsoever from without the Town limits into the Town of Northbridge for the purpose of
depositing it in any area used or set aside as a public or private dump.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL  / § 9-402.
Prohibited refuse.  

§ 9-402.  Prohibited refuse.  

A.    No person shall deposit in any dump, public or private, any animal carcasses or other
material which shall become a breeding place for rodents, flies or vermin. Likewise, no
person shall deposit in any dump, public or private, any material which, by odor, dust,
putrefaction or otherwise, shall be deemed to be obnoxious material by the Board of Health,
unless otherwise authorized to do so by the Board of Health.  

B.    To the extent permitted by law, no new building or facility or part thereof shall be
constructed or used, and no premises shall be used, and no building or facility or part thereof
shall be altered, enlarged, expanded, reconstructed or used for the purpose of processing,
storing, transferring, or staging, as principal uses, of infectious waste or physically dangerous
medical or biological waste, as defined by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection Regulation 310 CMR 16.00, 310 CMR 19.00 and the
Department of Public Health, State Sanitary Code 105 CMR 480.000. [Added 1-21-2003
STM, Art. 13]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL  / § 9-403.
Approval of dump sites. 

§ 9-403.  Approval of dump sites. 

No person shall use a dumping area for the disposal of rubbish, trash or refuse, including
discarded materials as set forth in § 9-401, unless the area is approved as a dumping site pursuant
to provisions of MGL c. 3, § 150A.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL  / § 9-404.
(Reserved) EN 
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§ 9-404.  (Reserved) EN(11) 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL  / § 9-405.
Definitions. 

§ 9-405.  Definitions. 

Words or phrases used in the foregoing sections shall be understood to carry the meanings set
forth in any legal precedents defining the same and shall be subject to discretionary standards of
interpretation.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL  / § 9-406.
Certain waste disposal prohibited. 

§ 9-406.  Certain waste disposal prohibited. 

The disposal of solid waste or hazardous waste by means of incineration, resource recovery or
any other burning method shall be prohibited within the Town of Northbridge.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-400, DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL  / § 9-407.
Permit required; conditions; reimbursement of charges.  

§ 9-407.  Permit required; conditions; reimbursement of charges.  

A.    No person shall remove or transfer garbage, offal or other offensive substances without first
obtaining a permit from the Board of Health in accordance with MGL c. 111, § 31A.EN(12)     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-500, LOITERING 

SECTION 9-500, LOITERING 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-500, LOITERING  / § 9-501.  Prohibited behavior. 

§ 9-501.  Prohibited behavior. 

No person shall loiter, saunter or continue to sit or stand in any street, public place, public
building or any property not his own or under his control so as to obstruct or impede the free
passage of or in any manner annoy or disturb any other person after having been directed by a
police officer to move on.   
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-600, HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS 

SECTION 9-600, HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-600, HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS  / § 9-601.  License
required. EN 

§ 9-601.  License required. EN(13) 

No person shall sell any goods, wares or merchandise by public auction or otherwise in a street
or sidewalk in such manner as to assemble more than five persons together, without first
obtaining a license from the Board of Selectmen.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-600, HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS  / § 9-602.  License
fee. 

§ 9-602.  License fee. 

The fee for the license required by this chapter shall be $2.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-700, TRAILERS 

SECTION 9-700, TRAILERS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-700, TRAILERS  / § 9-701.  License required. 

§ 9-701.  License required. 

The Town requires all owners or persons in control of house trailers to obtain a license from the
Board of Selectmen prior to said trailer's being occupied by any person.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-700, TRAILERS  / § 9-702.  Violations and penalties. 

§ 9-702.  Violations and penalties. 

The penalty for violation of § 9-701 shall be $20, and each day a trailer is occupied without a
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license shall be a separate offense.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-800, WELLS 

SECTION 9-800, WELLS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-800, WELLS  / § 9-801.  Covering required. 

§ 9-801.  Covering required. 

Any owner of land whereon is located an abandoned well or a well in use shall either provide a
covering for said well capable of sustaining a weight of 300 pounds or fill said well to the level
of the ground. The penalty for violation of this section shall be not less than $300 nor more than
$500.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-900, YARD SALES  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

SECTION 9-900, YARD SALES  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-900, YARD SALES  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  /
§ 9-901.  Yard sale limitations. 

§ 9-901.  Yard sale limitations. 

No property owner shall conduct or allow a yard sale on his property on more than four days per
calendar year.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-900, YARD SALES  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  /
§ 9-902.  Yard sale signs. 

§ 9-902.  Yard sale signs. 

Yard sale signs shall only be placed on private property and only with the permission of the
property owner. Yard sale signs shall be removed no later than two days following the date of
the yard sale. Yard sale signs shall not be allowed on public property or utility poles.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-900, YARD SALES  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  /
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§ 9-903.  Violations and penalties. 

§ 9-903.  Violations and penalties. 

The penalty for the first violation is a written warning. The penalty for each other violation is
$50.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-900, YARD SALES  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23]  /
§ 9-904.  Enforcing authority. 

§ 9-904.  Enforcing authority. 

The enforcing authority shall be the Northbridge Police Department.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-1000, CONSTRUCTION  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23] 

SECTION 9-1000, CONSTRUCTION  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-1000, CONSTRUCTION  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]  / § 9-1001.  Construction hours. 

§ 9-1001.  Construction hours. 

No construction, demolition, paving, alteration of buildings, excavation, loading or unloading of
equipment or building materials, including idling trucks, shall be conducted between the hours of
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., unless approved by the Building Inspector in advance. There shall be no
work conducted on Sundays and all holidays unless permission has been issued by the Building
Inspector, and a five-day notification to the Building Inspector is required. Violation of this
bylaw shall be subject to a $100 fine for each violation. This bylaw shall be enforced through
noncriminal disposition by the Building Inspector or any police officer of the Town of
Northbridge. This bylaw shall not apply to any emergency activities of town, county, state, or
federal agencies or to emergency activities conducted by public utilities or homeowners doing
work on their residences.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 9, CERTAIN CONDUCT
REGULATED   / SECTION 9-1000, CONSTRUCTION  [Added 10-24-2006 ATM, Art.
23]  / § 9-1002.  Contractors' insurance certification. 

§ 9-1002.  Contractors' insurance certification. 

All general contractors, design firms, and all subcontractors shall submit to the permit granting
authority a copy of their updated insurance certification before any permit shall be granted. All
insurance documentation shall be held on file at said office for the duration of their work or



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

123

contract and for no less than 120 days past completion of any and all work.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS  

Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting 10-28-1997, Art. 26. Amendments noted
where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-100, SEWERS 

SECTION 10-100, SEWERS 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-100, SEWERS  / § 10-101.  Permission required to connect to sewers
or storm drains. 

§ 10-101.  Permission required to connect to sewers or storm drains. 

No person shall allow his vault or house or stable drain to drain into any sewer or storm drain,
until first obtaining from the proper authorities permission in writing to do so.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-100, SEWERS  / § 10-102.  Sewer connections required when
possible. 

§ 10-102.  Sewer connections required when possible. 

The sewerage of every building shall be connected with the public sewer when such sewer is
located in a street, way or other land adjacent to the lot on which the building is located, if the
sewer is so located as to take the sewage therefrom. If the public sewer becomes available after a
residence has been constructed and a private waste water treatment system installed the
connection to the public sewer shall be made within two years, or at the time of any transfer of
title to the property, if sooner. The time for connection shall be extended for up to five years in
cases where a new on site septic system has been installed, provided a Title V certificate of
compliance has been issued and the system remains in satisfactory condition. The Board of
Health may, after a public hearing and for good cause shown, extend the time for compliance.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-100, SEWERS  / § 10-103.  Common sewers. EN  [Added 2-23-1999
STM, Art. 2] 

§ 10-103.  Common sewers. EN(14)  [Added 2-23-1999 STM, Art. 2] 

Any sewer or drain laid in any land or way, public or private, opened or proposed to be opened
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for public travel, shall be a common sewer, and it shall not be laid or connected with any existing
common sewer unless authorized by the Board of Selectmen or its designee. The penalty for
violation of this section shall be as set forth in § 1-109 of the Northbridge Code of Bylaws.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-200, TREE REPLACEMENT 

SECTION 10-200, TREE REPLACEMENT 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-200, TREE REPLACEMENT  / § 10-201.  Tree replacement formula. 

§ 10-201.  Tree replacement formula. 

All town-owned trees, those being all trees wholly or partially located on property owned by the
Town of Northbridge or located wholly or partially within the layout of any public way, in the
event of their permanent removal for any reason, shall be replaced according to the following
formula: The replacement of town-owned trees shall occur at a ratio of one tree replacement for
each tree removed.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-200, TREE REPLACEMENT  / § 10-202.  Period for replacement. 

§ 10-202.  Period for replacement. 

Such replacement shall be accomplished by the Department of Public Works within a ninety-day
period, weather permitting. Regardless of circumstances, replacement shall take no longer than
12 months.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-200, TREE REPLACEMENT  / § 10-203.  Replacement by private
parties. 

§ 10-203.  Replacement by private parties. 

Private parties who remove town-owned trees shall replace them at their own expense according
to the above formula and time frame. The Department of Public Works shall determine planting
sites for the replacement trees.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-200, TREE REPLACEMENT  / § 10-204.  Annual report. 

§ 10-204.  Annual report. 

The Department of Public Works shall report to the Town annually on the number and size of the
trees which were removed and the number and size of replacement trees planted.   
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9] 

SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-301.  Authority. 

§ 10-301.  Authority. 

This bylaw is adopted by the Town under its police powers to protect public health and welfare
and its powers under M.G.L. c. 40, §§ 21 et seq. and implements the Town's authority to regulate
water use pursuant to M.G.L. c. 41, § 69B. This bylaw also implements the Town's authority
under M.G.L. c. 40, § 41A, conditioned upon a declaration of water supply emergency issued by
the Department of Environmental Protection.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-302.  Purpose. 

§ 10-302.  Purpose. 

The purpose of this bylaw is to protect, preserve and maintain the public health, safety and
welfare whenever there is in force a state of water supply conservation or state of water supply
emergency by providing for enforcement of any duly imposed restrictions, requirements,
provisions or conditions imposed by the Town or by the Department of Environmental
Protection.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-303.  Definitions. 

§ 10-303.  Definitions. 

As used in this bylaw, the following terms shall have the meanings indicted:  

PERSON  -- Any individual, corporation, trust, partnership or association, or other entity.   

STATE OF WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCY  -- A state of water supply emergency declared
by the Department of Environmental Protection under M.G.L. c. 21G, § 15-17.   

STATE OF WATER SUPPLY CONSERVATION  -- A state of water supply conservation
declared by the Town pursuant to § 10-304 of this bylaw.   

WATER USERS OR WATER CONSUMERS  -- All public and private users of the Town's
public water system, irrespective of any person's responsibility for billing purposes for water
used at any particular facility.   
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-304.  Declaration of a state of water supply conservation. 

§ 10-304.  Declaration of a state of water supply conservation. 

The Town, through its Board of Selectmen, may declare a state of water supply conservation
upon a determination by a majority vote of the Board that a shortage of water exists and
conservation measures are appropriate to ensure an adequate supply of water to all water
consumers. Public notice of a state of water conservation shall be given under § 10-306 of this
bylaw before it may be enforced.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-305.  Restricted water uses. 

§ 10-305.  Restricted water uses. 

A declaration of a state of water supply conservation shall include one or more of the following
restrictions, conditions, or requirements limiting the use of water as necessary to protect the
water supply. The applicable restrictions, conditions or requirements shall be included in the
public notice required under § 10-306.  

A.    Odd/even day outdoor watering. Outdoor watering by water users with odd-numbered
addresses is restricted to odd-numbered days. Outdoor watering by water users with
even-numbered addresses is restricted to even-numbered days.  

B.    Outdoor watering ban. Outdoor watering is prohibited.  

C.    Outdoor watering hours. Outdoor watering is permitted only during daily periods of low
demand, to be specified in the declaration of a state of water supply conservation and public
notice thereof.  

D.    Filling swimming pools. Filling of swimming pools is prohibited.  

E.    Automatic sprinkler use. The use of automatic sprinkler systems is prohibited.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-306.  Public notification of a state of water supply conservation; notification
of DEP. 

§ 10-306.  Public notification of a state of water supply conservation; notification of DEP. 

Notification of any provision, restriction, requirement or condition imposed by the Town as part
of a state of water supply conservation shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation
within the Town, or by such other means reasonably calculated to reach and inform all users of
water of the state of water supply conservation. Any restriction imposed under § 10-305 shall not
be effective until such notification is provided. Notification of the state of water supply
conservation shall also be simultaneously provided to the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-307.  Termination of a state of water supply conservation; notice. 

§ 10-307.  Termination of a state of water supply conservation; notice. 

A state of water supply conservation may be terminated by a majority vote of the Board of
Selectmen, upon a determination that the water supply shortage no longer exists. Public
notification of the termination of a state of water supply conservation shall be given in the same
manner required by § 10-306.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-308.  State of water supply emergency; compliance with DEP orders. 

§ 10-308.  State of water supply emergency; compliance with DEP orders. 

Upon notification to the public that the Department of Environmental Protection has issued a
declaration of a state of water supply emergency, no person shall violate any provision,
restriction, requirement, or condition of any order approved or issued by the Department
intended to bring about an end to the state of emergency.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-309.  Penalties. 

§ 10-309.  Penalties. 

Any person violating this bylaw shall be liable to the Town in the amount of $50 for the first
violation and $100 for each subsequent violation which shall inure to the Town. Fines shall be
recovered by indictment, or on complaint before the District Court, or by noncriminal disposition
in accordance with Section 21 D of Chapter 40 of the General Laws and § 1-109 of the Code of
the Town of Northbridge. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-300, WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  [Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 9]  /
§ 10-310.  Severability. 

§ 10-310.  Severability. 

The invalidity of any portion or provision of this bylaw shall not invalidate any other portion or
provision thereof.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10] 
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SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-401.  Purpose/intent. 

§ 10-401.  Purpose/intent. 

The purpose of this bylaw is to provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens
of the Town of Northbridge through the regulation of non-stormwater discharges to the storm
drainage system to the maximum extent practicable as required by federal and state law. This
bylaw establishes methods for controlling the introduction of pollutants into the municipal
separate storm sewer system (MS4) in order to comply with requirements of the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit process. The objectives of this bylaw
are:  

A.    To regulate the contribution of pollutants to the municipal separate storm sewer system
(MS4) by stormwater discharges by any user.  

B.    To prohibit illicit connections and illegal discharges to the municipal separate storm sewer
system.  

C.    To establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, surveillance and monitoring
procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this bylaw.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-402.  Definitions. 

§ 10-402.  Definitions. 

For the purposes of this bylaw, the following shall mean:  

AUTHORIZED ENFORCEMENT AGENCY  -- Means the Department of Public Works and its
employees or agents designated by the Director of Public Works to enforce this bylaw.   

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPS)  -- Means schedules of activities, prohibitions of
practices, general good housekeeping practices, pollution prevention and educational practices,
maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of
pollutants directly or indirectly to stormwater, receiving waters, or stormwater conveyance
systems. BMPs also include treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control
site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage.   

CLEAN WATER ACT  -- Means the federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. § 1251 et
seq.), and any subsequent amendments thereto.   

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  -- Means activities subject to NPDES Construction Permits.
These include construction projects resulting in land disturbance of one acre or more. Such
activities include but are not limited to clearing and grubbing, grading, excavating, and
demolition.   

DISCHARGE OF POLLUTANTS  -- Means the addition from any source of any pollutants or
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combination of pollutants into the municipal storm drainage system or into waters of the United
States from any source.   

GROUNDWATER  -- Means water beneath the surface of the ground.   

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  -- Means any material, including any substance, waste, or
combination thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or
infectious characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or
potential hazard to human health, safety, property, or the environment when improperly treated,
stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed.   

ILLEGAL DISCHARGE  -- Means any direct or indirect non-stormwater discharge to the
municipal storm drainage system, except as exempted in § 10-407 of this bylaw.   

ILLICIT CONNECTIONS  -- An illicit connection is defined as either of the following: 

 

 Any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, which allows an illegal
discharge to enter the storm drain system including but not limited to any conveyances which
allow any non-stormwater discharge including sewage, process wastewater, and wash water to
enter the municipal storm drainage system and any connections to the municipal storm drainage
system from indoor drains and sinks, regardless of whether said drain or connection had been
previously allowed, permitted, or approved before the effective date of this bylaw, or   

 Any drain or conveyance connected from a commercial or industrial land use to the municipal
storm drainage system, which has not been documented in plans, maps, or equivalent records and
approved by an authorized enforcement agency.     

   

INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY  -- Means activities subject to NPDES industrial permits as defined
in 40 CFR, Section 122.26 (b)(14).   

MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY  -- Means the Northbridge Board of Selectmen.   

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) or MUNICIPAL STORM
DRAINAGE SYSTEM  -- Means any facilities by which stormwater is collected and/or
conveyed, including but not limited to any roads with drainage systems, municipal streets,
gutters, curbs, inlets, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, retention and detention basins,
natural and human-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs, and other drainage structures.   

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES)
STORMWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT  -- Means a permit issued by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or jointly with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States, whether the permit is
applicable on an individual, group, or general area-wide basis.   

NON-STORMWATER DISCHARGE  -- Means any discharge to the storm drain system that is
not composed entirely of stormwater.   

PERSON  -- Means any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, corporation, or
other entity recognized by law and any officer, employee or agent of such person.   

POLLUTANT  -- Means anything, which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may
include, but are not limited to: paints, varnishes, and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids;
non-hazardous liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, or other
discarded or abandoned objects and accumulations, so that the same may cause or contribute to
pollution; floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances and wastes;
sewage, fecal coliform and pathogens; dissolved and particulate metals; animal wastes; wastes
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and residues that result from constructing a building or structure; and noxious or offensive matter
of any kind.   

PREMISES  -- Means any building, lot, parcel of land, or portion of land whether improved or
unimproved including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips.   

STORMWATER  -- Means any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water
from any form of natural precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation.   

STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN  -- Means a document, which describes
the Best Management Practices and activities to be implemented by a person or business to
identify sources of pollution or contamination at a site and the actions to eliminate or reduce
pollutant discharges to stormwater, stormwater conveyance systems, and/or receiving waters to
the maximum extent practicable.   

SURFACE WATER DISCHARGE PERMIT  -- Means a permit issued by the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to 314 CMR 3.00 that authorizes the
discharge of pollutants to waters of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

WASTEWATER  -- Means any sanitary waste, sludge, or septic tank or cesspool overflow, and
water that during manufacturing, cleaning, or processing comes into direct contact with or results
from the production or use of any raw material, intermediate product, finished product,
byproduct, or waste product.   

WATERCOURSE  -- Means a natural or man-made channel through which water flows or a
stream of water, including a river, brook, or underground stream. 

 

 Other terms used in this bylaw and not specifically defined herein shall have the meaning set
forth in the Clean Water Act.     

   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-403.  Applicability. 

§ 10-403.  Applicability. 

This bylaw shall apply to all water entering the municipal storm drainage system generated on
any developed and undeveloped lands unless explicitly exempted by an authorized enforcement
agency.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-404.  Responsibility for administration. 

§ 10-404.  Responsibility for administration. 

The Town of Northbridge Department of Public Works shall administer, implement, and enforce
the provisions of this bylaw. Any powers granted or duties imposed upon the authorized
enforcement agency may be delegated in writing by the Director of Public Works to persons or
entities acting in the beneficial interest of or in the employ of the Department.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-405.  Severability. 

§ 10-405.  Severability. 

The provisions of this bylaw are hereby declared to be severable. If any provision, clause,
sentence, or paragraph of this bylaw or the application thereof to any person, establishment, or
circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or
application of this bylaw.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-406.  Ultimate responsibility. 

§ 10-406.  Ultimate responsibility. 

The standards set forth herein and promulgated pursuant to this bylaw are minimum standards;
therefore, this bylaw does not intend nor imply that compliance by any person will ensure that
there will be no contamination, pollution, nor unauthorized discharge of pollutants.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-407.  Discharge prohibitions. 

§ 10-407.  Discharge prohibitions. 

 

 Prohibition of illegal discharges.   

 No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into the municipal storm drainage system or
watercourses any materials, including but not limited to pollutants or waters containing any
pollutants that cause or contribute to a violation of applicable water quality standards, other than
stormwater.   

 The commencement, conduct, or continuance of any illegal discharge to the municipal storm
drainage system is prohibited except as described as follows:   

 A.   The following discharges are exempt from discharge prohibitions established by this
bylaw: water line flushing; flow from potable water sources; landscape irrigation or lawn
watering; diverted stream flows; rising groundwater; uncontaminated groundwater
infiltration to storm drains or uncontaminated pumped groundwater, water from foundation
or footing drains (not including active groundwater dewatering systems), crawl space
pumps, or air conditioning condensation; springs; non-commercial washing of vehicles;
natural riparian habitat or wetland flows, swimming pools (if dechlorinated: typically less
than one PPM chlorine), fire-fighting activities, and any other water source not containing
pollutants.   
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 B.   Discharges specified in writing by the authorized enforcement agency as being necessary
to protect public health and safety.   

 C.   Dye testing is an allowable discharge, but requires a verbal notification to the authorized
enforcement agency prior to the time of the test.   

 D.   The prohibition shall not apply to any non-stormwater discharge permitted under an
NPDES permit, waiver, or waste discharge order issued to the discharger and administered
under the authority of the United States Environmental Protection Agency or the
Department of Environmental Protection, provided that the discharge is in full compliance
with all requirements of the permit, waiver, or order and other applicable laws and
regulations, and provided that written approval has been granted for any discharge to the
municipal storm drainage system.   

 Prohibition of illicit connections.   

 A.   The construction, use, maintenance, or continued existence of illicit connections to the
municipal storm drainage system is prohibited.   

 B.   This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illicit connections made in the
past, regardless of whether the connection was permissible under law or practices
applicable or prevailing at the time of connection.   

 C.   A person is considered to be in violation of this bylaw if the person connects a line
conveying sewage to the municipal storm drainage system, or allows such a connection to
continue.     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-408.  Suspension of MS4 access. 

§ 10-408.  Suspension of MS4 access. 

Suspension due to illegal discharges in emergency situations. 

The Department of Public Works may, without prior notice, suspend MS4 discharge access to a
person when such suspension is necessary to stop an actual or threatened discharge, which
presents or may present imminent and substantial danger to the environment, or to the health or
welfare of persons, or to the MS4 or waters of the United States. If a person fails to comply with
a suspension order issued in an emergency, the authorized enforcement agency may take such
steps as deemed necessary to prevent or minimize damage to the MS4 or waters of the United
States, or to minimize danger to persons. 

Suspension due to the detection of illegal discharge. 

Any person discharging to the MS4 in violation of this bylaw may have his MS4 access
terminated if such termination would abate or reduce an illegal discharge. The authorized
enforcement agency will notify a violator of the proposed termination of its MS4 access. The
violator may petition the authorized enforcement agency for a reconsideration and hearing. 

A person commits an offense if the person reinstates MS4 access to premises terminated
pursuant to this section, without the prior approval of the authorized enforcement agency.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-409.  Industrial or construction activity
discharges. 

§ 10-409.  Industrial or construction activity discharges. 

Any person subject to an industrial or construction activity NPDES stormwater discharge permit
shall comply with all provisions of such permit. Proof of compliance with said permit may be
required in a form acceptable to the Department of Public Works prior to the allowing of
discharges to the MS4.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-410.  Monitoring of discharges.  

§ 10-410.  Monitoring of discharges.  

A.    Applicability. This subsection applies to all facilities that have stormwater discharges
associated with industrial activity, including construction activity.  

B.    Access to facilities.  

(1)    To the extent permitted by law, the Department of Public Works shall be permitted to
enter and inspect facilities subject to regulation under this bylaw as often as may be
necessary to determine compliance with this bylaw. If a discharger has security
measures in force, which require proper identification and clearance before entry into its
premises, the discharger shall make the necessary arrangements to allow access to
representatives of the authorized enforcement agency.  

(2)    Facility operators shall allow the Department of Public Works ready access to all parts
of the premises for the purposes of inspection, sampling, examination and copying of
records that must be kept under the conditions of an NPDES permit to discharge
stormwater, and the performance of any additional duties as defined by state and federal
law.  

(3)    The Department of Public Works shall have the right to set up on any permitted facility
such devices as are necessary in the opinion of the authorized enforcement agency to
conduct monitoring and/or sampling of the facility's stormwater discharge.  

(4)    The Department of Public Works has the right to require the discharger to install
monitoring equipment as necessary. The facility's sampling and monitoring equipment
shall be maintained at all times in a safe and proper operating condition by the
discharger at its own expense. All devices used to measure stormwater flow and quality
shall be calibrated to ensure their accuracy.  

(5)    Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy access to the facility to be
inspected and/or sampled shall be promptly removed by the operator at the written or
oral request of the Department of Public Works and shall not be replaced. The costs of
clearing such access shall be borne by the operator.  

(6)    Unreasonable delays in allowing the Department of Public Works access to a permitted
facility shall be a violation of a surface water discharge permit and of this bylaw. A
person who is the operator of a facility with a NPDES permit to discharge stormwater
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associated with industrial activity commits an offense if the person denies the authorized
enforcement agency reasonable access to the permitted facility for the purpose of
conducting any activity authorized or required by this bylaw.  

(7)    If the Department of Public Works has been refused access to any part of the premises
from which stormwater is discharged, and is able to demonstrate probable cause to
believe that there may be a violation of this bylaw, or that there is a need to inspect
and/or sample as part of a routine inspection and sampling program designed to verify
compliance with this bylaw or any order issued hereunder, or to protect the overall
public health, safety, and welfare of the community, then the authorized enforcement
agency may seek issuance of a search warrant from any court of competent jurisdiction.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-411.  Requirement to prevent, control, and
reduce stormwater pollutants by the use of best management practices. 

§ 10-411.  Requirement to prevent, control, and reduce stormwater pollutants by the use of
best management practices. 

The Department of Public Works will adopt requirements identifying best management practices
for any activity, operation, or facility, which may cause or contribute to pollution or
contamination of stormwater, the storm drain system, or waters of the United States. The owner
or operator of a commercial or industrial establishment shall provide, at their own expense,
reasonable protection from accidental discharge of prohibited materials or other wastes into the
municipal storm drainage system or watercourses through the use of these structural and
non-structural BMPs. Further, any person responsible for a property or premises which is, or
may be, the source of an illicit discharge, may be required to implement, at said person's
expense, additional structural and non-structural BMPs to prevent the further discharge of
pollutants to the municipal storm drainage system. Compliance with all terms and conditions of a
valid NPDES permit authorizing the discharge of stormwater associated with industrial activity,
to the extent practicable, shall be deemed compliance with the provisions of this section. These
BMPs shall be part of a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPP) as necessary for
compliance with requirements of the NPDES permit.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-412.  Watercourse protection. 

§ 10-412.  Watercourse protection. 

Every person owning property through which a watercourse passes, or such person's lessee, shall
keep and maintain that part of the watercourse within the property free of trash, debris, excessive
vegetation, and other obstacles that would pollute, contaminate, or significantly retard the flow
of water through the watercourse. In addition, the owner or lessee shall maintain existing
privately owned structures within or adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures will not
become a hazard to the use, function, or physical integrity of the watercourse.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-413.  Notification of spills. 
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§ 10-413.  Notification of spills. 

Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for a facility or
operation, or responsible for emergency response for a facility or operation has information of
any known or suspected release of materials which are resulting or may result in illegal
discharges or pollutants discharging into stormwater, the municipal storm drainage system, or
waters of the United States said person shall take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery,
containment, and cleanup of such release. In the event of such a release of hazardous materials
said person shall immediately notify emergency response agencies (including the Northbridge
Police and Fire Departments) of the occurrence via emergency dispatch services. In the event of
a release of non-hazardous materials, said person shall notify the authorized enforcement agency
in person or by phone or facsimile no later than the next business day. Notifications in person or
by phone shall be confirmed by written notice addressed and mailed to the Department of Public
Works within three business days of the phone notice. If the discharge of prohibited materials
emanates from a commercial or industrial establishment, the owner or operator of such
establishment shall also retain an on-site written record of the discharge and the actions taken to
prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be retained for at least three years.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-414.  Enforcement.  

§ 10-414.  Enforcement.  

A.    Notice of violation. 

  

    It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision or fail to comply with any
of the requirements of this bylaw. The Department of Public Works and its
employees and agents designated by the Director of Public Works shall enforce this
bylaw. Whenever the Department of Public Works finds that a person has violated a
prohibition or failed to meet a requirement of this bylaw, the authorized enforcement
agency may order compliance by written notice of violation to the responsible person.
Such notice may require without limitation:     

  

(1)    The performance of monitoring, analyses, and reporting;  

(2)    The elimination of illicit connections or discharges;  

(3)    That violating discharges, practices, or operations shall cease and desist;  

(4)    The abatement or remediation of stormwater pollution or contamination hazards and the
restoration of any affected property; and  

(5)    Payment of a fine to cover administrative and remediation costs; and  

(6)    The implementation of source control or treatment BMPs. 

 

 If abatement of a violation and/or restoration of affected property is required, the notice shall set
forth a deadline within which such abatement or restoration must be completed. Said notice shall
further advise that, should the violator fail to abate or restore within the established deadline, the
T f N hb id i i d k h k d h h f h ll b
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Town of Northbridge may, at its option, undertake the work and the expense thereof shall be
charged to the violator.     
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-415.  Appeal of notice of violation. 

§ 10-415.  Appeal of notice of violation. 

Any person receiving a notice of violation may appeal the determination of the authorized
enforcement agency to the Northbridge Board of Selectmen. The notice of appeal must be
received within 10 calendar days from the date of the notice of violation. A hearing on the appeal
before the Board of Selectmen shall take place within 15 days from the date of receipt of the
notice of appeal. The decision of the Northbridge Board of Selectmen shall be final.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-416.  Enforcement measures after appeal. 

§ 10-416.  Enforcement measures after appeal. 

If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the notice of
violation, or, in the event of an appeal, within 30 calendar days of the decision of the
Northbridge Board of Selectmen upholding the decision of the authorized enforcement agency,
then representatives of the authorized enforcement agency may, to the extent permitted by law,
enter upon the subject property and are authorized to take any and all measures necessary to
abate the violation and/or restore the property. It shall be unlawful for any person, owner, agent,
or person in possession of any premises to refuse to allow the government agency or designated
contractor to enter upon the premises for the purposes set forth above.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-417.  Cost of abatement of the violation. 

§ 10-417.  Cost of abatement of the violation. 

Within 15 calendar days after abatement of the violation, the owner of the property will be
notified of the cost of abatement, including administrative costs, which cost shall be assessed to
the owner. The property owner may file with the Board of Selectmen, a written protest objecting
to the amount of the assessment within 10 calendar days. If the amount due is not paid by the
expiration of the time in which to file a protest or, if a protest is filed, within 10 calendar days
after the decision of the Board of Selectmen upholding, in whole or in part, the amount of the
cost, the cost shall become a special assessment against the property and shall constitute a lien
on the property for the amount of the assessment. The cost shall be paid in not more than 12
equal payments. Interest at the statutory rate provided in MGL c. 59, § 57 shall be assessed on
the balance beginning on the 31st day after the cost first becomes due.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-418.  Injunctive relief. 
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§ 10-418.  Injunctive relief. 

If a person has violated or continues to violate the provisions of this bylaw, the authorized
enforcement agency may petition for a preliminary or permanent injunction restraining the
person from activities, which would create further violations, or compelling the person to
perform abatement or remediation of the violation.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-419.  Compensatory action. 

§ 10-419.  Compensatory action. 

In lieu of enforcement proceedings, penalties, and remedies authorized by this bylaw, the
authorized enforcement agency may impose upon violator alternative compensatory actions,
such as storm drain stenciling, attendance at compliance workshops, creek cleanup, etc.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-420.  Violations deemed a public nuisance. 

§ 10-420.  Violations deemed a public nuisance. 

In addition to the enforcement processes and penalties provided, any condition caused or
permitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of this bylaw is deemed to be a threat to
public health, safety, and welfare, and is declared and deemed a nuisance, and a civil action to
abate, enjoin, or otherwise compel the cessation of, such nuisance may be taken by the
authorized enforcement agency.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-421.  Prosecution of violations. 

§ 10-421.  Prosecution of violations. 

Any person that has violated or continues to violate this bylaw shall be liable to criminal
prosecution to the fullest extent of the law, and shall be subject to a penalty of $500 per violation
per day. The authorized enforcement agency may recover all attorney's fees, court costs and
other expenses associated with enforcement of this bylaw, including sampling and monitoring
expenses. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Town may choose to employ the "noncriminal"
remedies detailed on § 1-109 of this Code of Bylaws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter 10, PUBLIC WORKS   /
SECTION 10-400, ILLEGAL DISCHARGES AND STORMWATER CONNECTIONS
[Added 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 10]  / § 10-422.  Remedies not exclusive. 

§ 10-422.  Remedies not exclusive. 
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The remedies listed in this bylaw are not exclusive of any other remedies available under any
applicable federal, state, or local law and it is within the discretion of the authorized enforcement
agency to seek cumulative remedies.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS  

Chapter A232, EFFECT ON PREEXISTING ACTIONS  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 1.   

Section 1.   

The provisions of the 1997 Code of Bylaws, so far as they are the same as those of existing
bylaws, shall be construed as a continuation of such bylaws and not as new enactments, and
references in such bylaws not repealed to provisions of law which are revised and reenacted
herein shall be construed as applying to such provisions as so incorporated in the 1997 Code of
Bylaws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 2.   

Section 2.   

The repeal by adoption of this vote shall not revive any bylaw heretofore repealed or superseded,
nor any office heretofore abolished.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 3.   

Section 3.   

The repeal by adoption of this vote shall not affect any act done, or any right accrued or
established, or any proceedings, doings or acts ratified or confirmed, or any suit or proceeding
had or commenced in a civil case, before the repeal takes effect, but the proceedings therein shall
when necessary conform with the 1997 Code of Bylaws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 4.   

Section 4.   

The repeal by adoption of this vote shall not affect any penalty or forfeiture incurred before it
takes effect, under any of the bylaws repealed, except that where a punishment, penalty or
forfeiture is mitigated by the 1997 Code of Bylaws, such provision may be extended and applied
to any judgment pronounced after said repeal.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 5.   

Section 5.   

The repeal by adoption of this vote shall not affect any suit or prosecution pending at the time of
the repeal for an offense committed, or for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture incurred, under
any of the bylaws repealed, except that the proceedings therein shall when necessary conform to
the provisions of the 1997 Code of Bylaws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 6.   

Section 6.   

Every person who, at the time when said repeal takes effect, holds an office under any of the
bylaws repealed, shall continue to hold such office according to the tenure thereof, unless such
office is abolished, or unless a different provision relative thereto is made in the 1997 Code of
Bylaws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 7.   

Section 7.   

When a limitation or period of time prescribed in any of the bylaws repealed, for acquiring a
right, or barring a remedy, or any other purpose, has begun to run, and the same or a similar
limitation is prescribed in the 1997 Code of Bylaws, the time of limitation shall continue to run
and shall have like effect as if the whole period had begun and ended under the operation of the
1997 Code of Bylaws.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A232, EFFECT ON
PREEXISTING ACTIONS   / Section 8.   

Section 8.   

The bylaws and parts of bylaws specified in the annexed schedule shall be expressly repealed
from and after the thirty-first day following the date on which the Attorney General of the
Commonwealth acts upon this 1997 Code of Bylaws as required by Section 32 of chapter 40 of
the General Laws, subject to all of the provision of section seven, above; but no implication shall
be drawn from such repeal that said bylaws and parts of bylaws repealed were in force until so
repealed. 

  

 EXISTING BYLAWS TO BE RESCINDED IN THE CODE OF BYLAWS TOWN OF
NORTHBRIDGE   

 Chapter and Section   Title of Chapter and Section     
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 EXISTING BYLAWS TO BE RESCINDED IN THE CODE OF BYLAWS TOWN OF
NORTHBRIDGE   

 Chapter and Section   Title of Chapter and Section     

 C.8, § 4   Printing and Distribution of Town Report   

 C.13, § 1   Water Study Committee   

 C.13, § 2   School Building Committee   

 C.13, §§ 9-10   Master Plan Update Committee   

 C.13, § 13   Charter implementation Committee   

 C.41, § 8   Limit on Amendments to a Motion   

 C.18   Elsa Mason Trust Fund   

 C.51   Adult Entertainment   

 C.144, §§ 7-8   Annual Establishment of User Charge Rates   

 C.147   Smoking   

 C.151, § 1   Board of Road Commissioners   

 C.151, § 9   Playing Games and Throwing Objects Prohibited   

 C.151, § 14   Transporting of Certain Substances Restricted   

 C.151, § 15   Spilling or Blowing of Substances from   

 Vehicles   

 C.163, § 6   General Speed Limit Restriction   

 C.167, § 4   Corner Lots     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A233, GENERAL LAWS AND
SPECIAL ACTS 

Chapter A233, GENERAL LAWS AND SPECIAL ACTS 

The following is a listing of General Laws and Special Acts accepted by the Town of
Northbridge: 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 1 Code of Bylaws / Chapter A233, GENERAL LAWS AND
SPECIAL ACTS  / § A233-1.  List of General Laws and Special Acts. 

§ A233-1.  List of General Laws and Special Acts. 
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§ A233-1.  List of General Laws and Special Acts. 

  

 Date Accepted   Statutory Reference   Subject     

 2-9-1937   MGL C. 40, §§ 42A-42f   Water purchases   

 6-7-1948   MGL C. 121, § 26K, as
amended by Ch. 574 of the
Acts of 1946  

 Housing Authority established   

 2-14-1956   MGL C. 41, § 81A   Planning Board established   

 2-5-1957   MGL C. 32B, § 10   Contributory group general or blanket
insurance   

 2-5-1957   MGL C. 85, § 11A   Registration of bicycles   

 2-3-1959   MGL C. 41, § 38A   Collector of Taxes   

 2-10-1959   MGL C. 40, § 8A   Industrial Development Commission
established   

 3-7-1961   Ch. 647 of the Acts of 1960   Pensions and retirement allowances
increased   

 3-12-1963   Ch. 782 of the Acts of 1962   Authorizing Road Commissioners to
reconstruct Benson Road   

 3-12-1963   MGL C. 40, §§ 42G -- 42I   Water Department established   

 3-10-1964   Ch. 478, Acts of 1963   Pensions and retirement allowances raised   

 3-2-1965   MGL C. 40, § 6C   Appropriations for ice and snow removal   

 3-8-1966   MGL C. 40, § 8C   Conservation Commission established   

 3-8-1966   MGL C. 40, § 8D   Historical Commission established   

 3-8-1966   MGL C. 40B   Membership in Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning District   

 3-8-1966   MGL C. 48, § 57F   Police Chief holiday pay   

 3-12-1968   MGL C. 40, § 8C   Increase in Conservation Commission
membership   

 3-12-1968   MGL C. 90, § 18a   Pedestrian traffic control   

 4-9-1974   MGL C. 90, § 20C   Parking violations   

 9-3-1974   MGL C. 40, § 8E   Youth Commission established   

 5-13-1975   MGL C. 40, § 8G   Mutual aid agreements for police services   

 5-8-1979   MGL C. 152, §§ 68 -- 75   Inclusion of members of Fire and Police
Departments as laborers, workmen and
mechanics   
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 Date Accepted   Statutory Reference   Subject     

 5-20-1980   Laws of 1980, Ch. 492  Recall and removal elections   

 7-31-1980   MGL C. 32B, § 7A   Town to pay over 50% of employee life and
health insurance   

 5-12-1981   MGL C. 71, § 71E   School Committee revolving account   

 10-20-1981   MGL C. 90, §§ 20A, 20C,
20D and 20E  

 Local enforcement of parking regulations   

 10-20-1981   MGL C. 83, §§ 16A --- 16F   Sewer liens   

 5-11-1982   Ch. 743, Acts of 1981   Real estate tax exemptions   

 9-21-1982   MGL C. 71, § 71F   Account established for money received
from nonresident students   

 10-25-1983   MGL C. 60A, § 1, Paragraph
5  

 Motor vehicle excise tax exemption for
prisoners of war   

 5-13-1986   MGL C. 71, § 40, as
amended by Ch. 188 of the
Acts of 1985  

 Teacher salaries increased   

 1-26-1988   MGL C. 40, § 4G   Bid requirements raised   

 5-3-1988   Ch. 236, Acts of 1987   Expenditure of subdivision bonds or
deposits without further appropriation by
town   

 9-27-1988   MGL C. 59, § 5, Clause 17D   Real property tax exemption for surviving
spouse, aged person or minor   

 9-27-1988   MGL C. 59, § 5, Clause 41B   Tax exemption for elderly   

 3-21-1989   MGL C. 140, § 147A   Authorization to retain fees collected from
sale of dog licenses or received as fines   

 1-23-1990   MGL C. 262, § 34, Clauses
1-79  

 Town Clerk's fees   

 5-1-1990   MGL C. 40, § 15A   Transfer of land; procedure   

 11-27-1990   MGL C. 32, § 22D   Establishment of certain options for
governmental units in the pension area   

 4-2-1991   Ch. 291, Acts of 1990   Enhanced 911 service   

 4-2-1991   MGL C. 70A, § 5, as inserted
by Ch. 188, Acts of 1985  

 Northbridge School Committee to apply for
and accept the Equal Education Opportunity
Grant funding   

 4-2-1991   Ch. 39, Acts of 1991   Tax Collector and Town Treasurer to be
appointed positions   
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 Date Accepted   Statutory Reference   Subject     

 4-2-1991   Ch. 22, Acts of 1991   Question to appear on ballot at next annual
town election to accept Charter, 1989 report
of Charter Commission declared optional
Charter   

 5-7-1991   MGL C. 70A, § 5, as inserted
by Ch. 188, Acts of 1985  

 Northbridge School Committee to apply for
and accept the Equal Education Opportunity
Grant funding   

 5-7-1991   MGL C. 44, § 53E1/2   Revolving account for the Northbridge
Recycling Committee   

 5-7-1991   Ch. 653, § 41, Acts of 1989   Assess quarterly bills for real estate and
personal property taxes   

 5-7-1991   Ch. 653, § 40, Acts of 1989   Board of Assessors authorized to tax new
construction up to June 30 instead of
January 1 to become effective no later than
January 1, 1992 (fiscal year 1993)   

 5-7-1991   Ch. 583, § 4, Acts of 1973   Withdrawal from the Central Massachusetts
Mosquito Control Project   

 12-10-1991   MGL C. 70A, § 5, as inserted
by Ch. 188, Acts of 1985  

 Blackstone Valley Vocational Regional
School District Committee to accept Equal
Educational Grant for fiscal year 1992   

 1-25-1992   MGL C. 59, § 5, Clause 41C   Board of Assessors to grant property tax
exemption for property owners 70 years or
older who meet certain income and asset
criteria   

 5-5-1992   MGL C. 44, § 53F 1/2   Authorizing sanitary sewer enterprise fund
for fiscal year 1993 -- 1994   

 5-5-1992   MGL C. 70A, § 5, inserted
by Ch. 188, Acts of 1985  

 Blackstone Valley Vocational Regional
School District Committee to accept Equal
Educational Opportunity Grant for fiscal
year 1993   

 5-5-1992   MGL C. 40, § 22F, as
inserted by Ch. 138, § 123,
Acts of 1991  

 Allows any town board or officer
empowered to issue a license, permit,
certificate or render a service or perform
work for a person or class of persons to,
from time to time, fix reasonable fees for
such items or services   

 5-5-1992   MGL C. 44, § 53E   Permitting of appropriation for the annual
ordinary costs to be offset by estimated
receipts from fees   

 10-13-1992   MGL C. 270, § 16   Disposal of rubbish and other materials in
unlawful places, with the Board of Health to
be the enforcing officer   
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 Date Accepted   Statutory Reference   Subject     

 10-26-1993   MGL C. 32B, § 18   All retirees, their spouses and dependents
enrolled in Medicare Part A to be covered at
no cost by Medicare Health Benefits
Supplement Plan   

 10-26-1993   MGL C. 32, § 90G 3/4, as
inserted by Ch. 254, § 3  

 Members of the retirement system have the
option of having salary and years of service
after age 70 count toward their pension by
continuing retirement deductions from their
post-age-70 salary   

 5-3-1994   Ch. 481 of the Acts of 1993   Allowing a licensed victualler to also sell
liquors and cordials pursuant to said license   

 10-18-1994   MGL C. 83, §§ 16A -- 16F   Collection of sanitary sewer charges   

 5-2-1995   MGL C. 328, § 9E   Allowing tow to pay hospital, surgical,
medical, dental and other health insurance
for employees retired from service of the
town   

 5-5-1998   MGL C. 44, § 53F 1/2   Authorizing a Water Enterprise Fund
effective FY 2000   

 5-5-1998   MGL C. 32, § 103   Authority to grant cost-of-living adjustment
to public pension retirees in Northbridge
retirement system   

 11-10-1998   Ch. 194, § 288, of the Acts of
1998  

 Authorizes the town to pay increased
retirement benefits to certain retirees retired
prior to 1-12-1988   

 5-4-1999   MGL C. 32, § 103(h)   Relative to the authority to grant
cost-of-living adjustments to
noncontributory retirees   

 5-4-1999   MGL c. 32B, § 9D 1/2   Authorizing the town to contribute more
than 50% of the premiums payable by the
surviving spouse of an employee or retired
employee for group general or blanket
hospital, surgical, medical, dental or other
health insurance   

 5-2-2000   MGL c. 32, § 103(i)   Cost-of-living increases in retirement
allowances   

 6-8-2004   MGL c. 71, § 71E   Appropriations for and expenditure of
receipts from adult education and continuing
education programs   

 5-2-2006   MGL c. 32, § 7(e)   Disability retirement benefits for veterans   
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 Date Accepted   Statutory Reference   Subject     

 6-12-2007   Ch. 260, § 12, of the Acts of
2006  

 Deferment of taxes for National Guard
members or reservists while on active
service outside the commonwealth and for
180 days after said service with no interest
or penalties assessed for any period before
the expiration of those 180 days   

 10-23-2007   MGL c. 59, § 5K   Allows Selectmen to establish a program
whereby property owners over the age of 60
on July 1 of any year may provide volunteer
service to the Town, at the state minimum
wage, in exchange for a reduction in their
real estate tax bills of up to $750 per fiscal
year   

 5-6-2008   MGL c. 43D   Approve filing of application with
Interagency Permitting Board for
designation of priority development site   

 10-27-2009   MGL c. 60, § 15   Authorizing Town to charge for each
written demand issued by the Collector a fee
of $25, to be added to and collected as part
of the tax.   

 5-4-2010   Ch. 137, Acts of 2003, as
amended by Ch. 77, Acts of
2005, and by Ch. 182, § 77,
Acts of 2008  

 Payment of regular base salary of eligible
public employees granted a military leave of
absence (effective 7-1-2010)   

 10-26-2010   MGL c. 32B, § 20   Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability
Trust Fund     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations

DIVISION 2
Zoning and Subdivision Regulations

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING 

Chapter 173, ZONING 

[HISTORY: Adopted as amended through 5-8-1979 Annual Town Meeting. Subsequent
amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Earth removal -- See Ch. 7, § 7-200. 
Medical research regulations -- See Ch. 7, § 7-300. 
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Wetlands protection -- See Ch. 7, § 7-700. 
Trailers -- See Ch. 9, § 9-700. 

Board of Appeals rules and regulations -- See Ch. 204. 
Planning Board fees -- See Ch. 217. 
Subdivision of land -- See Ch. 222.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE I, General Provisions 

ARTICLE I, General Provisions 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE I, General Provisions  / § 173-1.  Title, authority and purpose.
[Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38] 

§ 173-1.  Title, authority and purpose.  [Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38] 

This chapter, which shall be known and may be cited as the "Northbridge Zoning Bylaw," which
herein is called "this chapter," is adopted by virtue of and pursuant to the authority granted the
Town by MGL C. 40A as now existing or hereafter amended, herein called the "Zoning Act,"
and in addition to the purposes stated in Chapter 808 of the Acts of 1975, this chapter is adopted
for the purpose of giving direction or effect to the development objectives, design standards and
recommendations contained in the Northbridge Master Plan of 1994.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE II, Definitions 

ARTICLE II, Definitions 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE II, Definitions  / § 173-2.  Terms defined.  

§ 173-2.  Terms defined.  

A.    Word usage. Words used in the present tense include the future: the singular number includes
the plural, and the plural the singular; the words "building," "structure," "lot," "land" and
"premises" shall be construed as though followed by the words "or any portion thereof"; and
the word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely directory. Words not defined herein
shall have the meaning given in Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, Third Edition. Uses listed
in the Table of Use RegulationsEN(15) under the classes "Retail and Service" trades and
"Wholesale and Manufacturing" trades shall be further defined by the Standard Industrial
Classification Manual published by the United States Bureau of the Census.  

B.    For the purpose of this chapter, certain terms and words shall have the meanings given
herein:  

ABANDONMENT  -- The visible or otherwise apparent intention of an owner to discontinue a
nonconforming use of a building or premises, or the removal of the characteristic equipment or
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furnishings used in the performance of the nonconforming use without their replacement by
similar equipment or furnishings, or the replacement of the nonconforming use or building by a
conforming use or building.   

AGRI-TOURISM FARM  -- An agricultural-based operation or activity that brings visitors to a
working farm of a minimum of 15 acres for recreation, entertainment, or educational purposes.
Activities may include hay rides; petting zoo; destination mazes; tours; workshop; seminars;
picnicking; and children play areas. Activities shall not include camping; hunting; apparatus
typically associated with amusement parks; or the operation of motorized go-carts or bikes
(exclusive of hay and tractor rides). [Added 5-4-2010 ATM, Art. 15]   

ALTERATION  -- Any construction, reconstruction or other action resulting in a change in the
structural parts or height, number of stories, size, use or location of a building or other structure.   

BED-AND-BREAKFAST INN  -- An owner-occupied dwelling unit that contains no more than
four guest rooms where lodging, with or without meals, is provided for compensation. [Added
10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 22]   

BOARD  -- The Board of Appeals of the Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts.   

BUILDING  -- A combination of any materials, whether portable or fixed, having a roof, to form
a structure for the shelter of persons, animals or property. For the purposes of this definition,
"roof" shall include an awning or any similar covering, whether or not permanent in nature.   

BUILDING, ACCESSORY  -- A detached subordinate building, the use of which is customarily
incidental and subordinate to that of the principal building and which is located on the same lot
as that occupied by the principal building, except with regards to buildings accessory to
scientific research, development or related production, which do not have to be located on the
same parcel as the principal use.   

COMMERCIAL RECREATION, EXERCISE AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES  -- An indoor
and/or outdoor facility providing for dance studio, athletic field operations, game courts,
physical fitness, exercise equipment, locker rooms, jacuzzi and/or sauna and pro shop.
Specifically excluding racetrack operations, nightclubs, pool halls, shooting range, game
arcades, paintball, laser tag and similar recreational simulations. [Added 6-15-2004 ATM, Art.
25]   

COMMUNITY FACILITIES  -- Premises owned and operated by a governmental or other
chartered nonprofit organization, but not including fraternal, sports or similar membership
organizations.   

DRIVE-IN ESTABLISHMENT  -- A premises in which persons while in cars are served, view,
purchase and/or consume, as appropriate, food, movies, goods, materials or equipment.   

DRIVEWAY, LEGAL SERVICE  -- An open space located on a private lot, which is not more
than 24 feet in width, built for access to a private garage or off-street parking space.   

DWELLING, MULTIFAMILY  -- A building containing three or more dwelling units.   

DWELLING UNIT  -- One or more living or sleeping rooms arranged for the use of one or more
individuals living as a single housekeeping unit, with cooking, living, sanitary and sleeping
facilities.   

ESSENTIAL SERVICES  -- The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public
utilities or governmental agencies of underground or overhead gas, electrical, steam or water
transmission or distributing systems or collection, communications, supply or disposal system,
including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police
call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants and other similar equipment and accessories in connection
therewith, but not including buildings necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such
public utilities or governmental agencies for the public health or safety or general welfare.   



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

149

FAMILY  -- One or more persons, including domestic employees, occupying a dwelling unit and
living as a single nonprofit housekeeping unit.   

FLOOR AREA, NET  -- The sum of the areas of the several floors of a building, measured from
the exterior faces of the walls. It does not include cellars, unenclosed porches or attics not used
by human occupancy or any floor space in accessory buildings or in the main building intended
and designed for the parking of motor vehicles in order to meet the parking requirements of this
chapter, or any such floor space intended and designed for accessory heating and ventilating
equipment.   

FRONTAGE  -- The length of the line dividing a lot from the right-of-way of the street on which
it abuts. Lot frontage shall be measured continuously along the street right-of-way line between
the side lot lines. [Added 5-1-2001 ATM, Art. 18]   

HEIGHT  -- The vertical distance from the adjacent ground to the top of the structure or highest
roof beams of a flat roof or to the mean level of the highest gable or slope of a hip roof.   

HISTORIC INN  -- A structure or group of structures, listed individually or as part of a Historic
District on the National Register of Historic Places, used or designed for overnight lodging,
conference, functions and/or meetings and which may also provide a restaurant and accessory
retail sales to lodgers and the public. [Added 6-17-2003 ATM, Art. 20]   

HOME OCCUPATION  -- Accessory use of a residential premises in accordance with the
provisions of § 173-13 herein. [Amended 1-23-1996 STM, Art. 11]   

HOTEL/MOTEL  -- A building intended and designed primarily for transient or overnight
occupancy, divided into separate units within the same building, with or without public dining
facilities. [Added 1-23-1996 STM, Art. 11]   

INFECTIOUS WASTE  -- Infectious waste or physically dangerous medical or biological waste
as defined by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Regulation 310 CMR 16.00, 310 CMR 19.00 and the Department of Public Health, State
Sanitary Code 105 CMR 480.000. [Added 9-23-2003 ATM, Art. 1]   

INFECTIOUS WASTE TRANSFER STATION  -- A handling facility where Infectious waste is
brought, stored, and/or transferred from one vehicle or container for storage and/or transport
off-site to another transfer station or processing facility or for ultimate treatment and/or disposal.
[Added 9-23-2003 ATM, Art. 1]   

INFECTIOUS WASTE PROCESSING FACILITY  -- A facility where Infectious Waste is
brought, stored, and/or processed in order to render it non-infectious solid waste or otherwise
inert. [Added 9-23-2003 ATM, Art. 1]   

LOADING SPACE  -- An off-street space used for loading or unloading and which is not less
than 14 feet in width, 45 feet in length and 14 feet in height and containing not less than 1,300
square feet, including both access and maneuvering area.   

LODGING, BOARDING OR ROOMING HOUSE  -- A building containing more than two
rooms for semipermanent residence (longer than one week) not having cooking facilities and not
shared as a single housekeeping unit. Accommodations having individual cooking facilities shall
be considered as separate dwelling units. The term "lodging, boarding or rooming house" shall
not include bed-and-breakfast inns, nursing homes, dormitories, apartments, motels, hotels,
congregate housing or the renting of rooms accessory to a dwelling. [Added 10-22-1996 ATM,
Art. 22EN(16)]   

LOT  -- An area or parcel of land, not including water area, in the same ownership, or any part
thereof designated by its owner or owners as a separate lot. For purposes of this chapter, a "lot"
may or may not have boundaries identical with those recorded in the Worcester County Registry
of Deeds.   
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LOT, CORNER  -- A lot at the point of intersection of and abutting on two or more intersecting
streets, the angle of intersection of the street lot lines, or in the case of a curved street, extended
lot lines, being not more than 135°.   

LOT DEPTH  -- The mean horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line.   

LOT LINE, FRONT  -- The property line dividing a lot from a street. On a corner lot or through
lot, only one street shall be considered as a front line. However, the street frontage on both
abutting streets shall comply with the minimum frontage requirement. [Amended 5-4-1999
ATM, Art. 22]   

LOT LINE, REAR  -- The lot line opposite the front lot line, except that in the case of a corner
lot, the owner shall have the option of choosing which of the two lot lines which are not street
lines is to be considered the "rear lot line."   

LOT LINE, SIDE  -- Any lot line not a front or rear lot line.   

LOT, NONCONFORMING  -- A lot lawfully existing at the effective date of this chapter or any
subsequent amendment thereto, which is not in conformity with all provisions of this chapter.   

LOT, THROUGH  -- An interior lot, the front and rear lot lines of which abut streets; or a corner
lot, two opposite lines of which abut streets.   

LOT WIDTH  -- The horizontal distance between the side lot lines as measured at the street line
and the required front yard depth, which may or may not coincide with the actual front setback
line.   

MEMBERSHIP CLUB  -- A building used to house a nonprofit social, sports or fraternal
association or organization and which is used exclusively by members and their guests and
usually contains bar facilities.   

MOTION-PICTURE ESTABLISHMENT  -- Structure or use primarily for the showing of
motion-picture films, including drive-in movie establishments.   

OWNER  -- The duly authorized agent, attorney, purchaser, devisee, trustee or any person
having a vested or equitable interest in the use, structure or lot in question.   

PARKING SPACE  -- An off-street space having an area of not less than 200 square feet, plus
access and maneuvering space, whether inside or outside a structure, for exclusive use as a
parking stall for one motor vehicle.   

PUBLIC UTILITY  -- A structure or use by a public-service corporation.   

RECORDED  -- Recorded in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds or registered in the Land
Court.   

SIGN  -- Any permanent or temporary structure, device, letter, word, model, banner, pennant,
insignia, trade flag or representation used as or which is in the nature of an advertisement,
announcement or direction or which is designed to attract the eye by intermittent or repeated
motion or illumination.   

SIGN, BUSINESS  -- A sign used to direct attention to a service, product sold or other activity
performed on the same premises upon which the sign is located.   

SIGN, IDENTIFICATION  -- A sign used simply to identify the name, address and title of an
individual family or firm occupying the premises upon which the sign is located.   

SIGN, MONUMENT-STYLE  -- A monument-style sign is a ground sign with low overall
height. This type of sign does not have a visible pole and generally has a decorative base and if
lighted shall be externally lit. Said signage including its base shall not exceed six feet in height
and 20 square feet in area in the Business One (B-1) and Heritage (H) Zoning Districts. [Added
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10-23-2007 ATM, Art. 10]   

SIGN, SURFACE AREA OF   

(1)    (1) For a sign either freestanding or attached, the area shall be considered to include all
lettering, wording and accompanying designs and symbols, together with the
background, whether open or enclosed, on which they are displayed, but not including
any supporting framework and bracing which are incidental to the display itself.   

(2)    (2) For a sign painted upon or applied to a building, the area shall be considered to
include all lettering, wording and accompanying designs or symbols, together with any
backing of a different color from the finish material of the building face.   

(3)    (3) Where the sign consists of individual letters or symbols attached to or painted on a
surface, building, wall or windows, the area shall be considered to be that of the smallest
quadrangle which encompasses all of the letters and symbols.     

SPECIAL PERMIT  -- A use of a structure or lot or any action upon a premises which may be
permitted under this chapter only upon application to and the approval of the Board and in
accordance with provisions of § 173-47.   

SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY  -- The Board of Appeals or, where designated,
the Planning Board or the Board of Selectmen, which shall hear and decide applications for
special permits. [Amended 1-23-1996 STM, Art. 11]   

STREET  -- Either a public way or a way which the Town Clerk certifies is maintained and used
as a public way, or a way shown on a plan theretofore approved in accordance with the
Subdivision Control LawEN(17) or a way in existence when the Subdivision Control Law became
effective in the Town. A street shall have, in the opinion of the Planning Board, sufficient width,
suitable grades and adequate construction so as to provide for year-round access by fire, police
and emergency vehicles, as well as for the installation of municipal services to serve such land
and the buildings erected or to be erected thereon. [Amended 1-23-1996 STM, Art. 11]   

STRUCTURE  -- A combination of materials assembled at a fixed location to give support or
shelter, such as a building, bridge, trestle, tower, framework, retaining wall, tank, tunnel, tent,
stadium, reviewing stand, platform, bin, fence, sign, flagpole or the like.   

STRUCTURE, NONCONFORMING  -- A structure at the time the structure was constructed
but which is not in conformity with all the provisions of this chapter.   

SUBSTANTIALLY DIFFERENT USE  -- Any use which is not permitted either by right or by
special permit from the Board of Appeals within the district in which the lot is located.   

SUBSTANTIALLY GREATER EXTENT  -- An accessory use which exceeds 40% of the floor
area of the existing structure or any principal use which encroaches into any yard or setback
area.   

TATTOO PARLOR/BODY PIERCING STUDIO  -- An establishment whose principal business
activity, either in terms of operation or as held out to the public, is the practice of one or more of
the following:   

(1)    Placing of designs, letters, figures, symbols, or other marks upon or under the skin of
any person, using ink or other substances that result in permanent coloration or
alteration of the skin by means of use of needles or other instruments designed to contact
or puncture the skin.   

(2)    Creation of an opening in the body of a person for the purpose of inserting jewelry or
other decoration. [Added 10-22-2002 ATM, Art. 9]     

USABLE OPEN SPACE  -- Space in a yard or within a setback area on a lot that is unoccupied
by buildings, unobstructed to the sky, not devoted to service driveways or off-street loading or
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parking spaces and available to all occupants of the building on the lot, expressed as a
percentage of gross floor area.   

USE  -- The purpose for which a structure or lot is arranged, designed or intended to be used,
occupied or maintained.   

USE, ACCESSORY  -- A nonresidential use subordinate to the principal use of a structure or lot,
not the principal use, which is located on the same lot as the principal structure and where not
more than two regularly employed persons, other than residents living on the premises, are
employed and which does not constitute, in effect, a conversion of the premises to one not
permitted. An "accessory use" to scientific research, development or related production does not
have to be located on the same parcel as the principal use.   

USE, NONCONFORMING  -- A use lawfully existing at the time the use was commenced but
which is not in conformity with the provisions of this chapter.   

USE, PRINCIPAL  -- The main or primary purpose for which a structure or lot is designed,
arranged or intended or for which it may be used, occupied or maintained under this chapter.
Any other use within the main structure or the use of any other structure or land on the same lot
and incidental or supplementary thereto and permitted under this chapter shall be considered an
accessory use.   

VARIANCE  -- Such departure from the terms of this chapter as the Board, upon petition or
appeal in specific cases, is empowered to authorize under the terms of § 173-48 herein.   

YARD  -- A portion of a lot, other than a court on the same lot as the principal building,
unobstructed artificially from the ground to the sky, except as otherwise provided herein.   

YARD, FRONT  -- A space extending for the full width of the lot between the front line of the
nearest building wall and the front lot line.   

YARD, REAR  -- A space, unoccupied except by an accessory structure or accessory use as
herein permitted, extending for the full width of the lot between the rear line of the building wall
and the rear lot line.   

YARD, SIDE  -- An unoccupied space extending for the full length of a building between the
nearest building wall and the side lot line.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE III, Zoning Districts Established 

ARTICLE III, Zoning Districts Established 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE III, Zoning Districts Established  / § 173-3.  Districts
enumerated. 

§ 173-3.  Districts enumerated. 

The Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts, is hereby divided into zoning districts to be
designated as follows: 

  

R id i l O R 1
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 Residential One   R-1   

 Residential Two   R-2   

 Residential Three   R-3   

 Residential Four   R-4   

 Residential Five   R-5   

 Residential Six   R-6   

 Business One   B-1   

 Business Two   B-2   

 Business Three   B-3 [Added 9-11-1990 STM, Art. 20]  

 Industrial One   I-1   

 Industrial Two   I-2   

 Heritage   H [Added 5-13-1980 ATM, Art. 39]  

 Floodway   FW [Added 5-10-1983 ATM, Art. 10]  

 Floodplain   FP [Added 5-10-1983 ATM, Art. 10]  

 Forest Products Overlay   FPOD [Added 6-26-1990 STM, Art. 1]  

 Open Space Development
Overlay  

 OSDOD [Added 11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]    



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

154

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE III, Zoning Districts Established  / § 173-4.  Establishment of
Zoning Map.  [Amended 5-10-1983 ATM, Art. II; 5-5-2009 ATM, Art. 21] 

§ 173-4.  Establishment of Zoning Map.  [Amended 5-10-1983 ATM, Art. II; 5-5-2009
ATM, Art. 21] 

The location and boundaries of the zoning districts are hereby established as shown on a map
entitled "Zoning Map of the Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts," dated May 2009, which
accompanies and is hereby declared to be part of this chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE III, Zoning Districts Established  / § 173-5.  District
boundaries. 

§ 173-5.  District boundaries. 

Where any uncertainty exists with respect to the boundary of any district as shown on the Zoning
Map, the following rules apply:  

A.    Where a boundary is indicated as a street, railroad, watercourse or other body of water, it
shall be construed to be the center line or middle thereof, or where such boundary
approximates a Town boundary, then to the limits of the Town boundary.  

B.    Where a boundary is indicated as following approximately or parallel to a street, railroad,
watercourse or other body of water, it shall be construed to be parallel thereto and at such
distance therefrom as shown on the Zoning Map. If no dimension is given, such distance
shall be determined by the use of the scale shown on the Zoning Map.  

C.    Where a dimensioned boundary coincides within 10 feet or less with a lot line, the boundary
shall be construed to be the lot line.  

D.    Where a boundary is indicated as a definite elevation, it shall be construed as the datum
mean sea level of the United States Geological Survey.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE III, Zoning Districts Established  / § 173-6.  Purpose of
Heritage District.  [Added 5-13-80 ATM, Art. 39] 

§ 173-6.  Purpose of Heritage District.  [Added 5-13-80 ATM, Art. 39] 

The purpose of this district is to preserve and reinforce the visual and historical character of the
Memorial Square Area of the Town of Northbridge by regulating the type and intensity of uses
which may be proposed within it. Specifically, it is the intention of the provisions for this district
to provide for uses which have characteristics similar to those of the uses existing at the time of
enactment of this section.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IV, Interpretation and Application 
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ARTICLE IV, Interpretation and Application 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IV, Interpretation and Application  / § 173-7.  Interpretation of
provisions. 

§ 173-7.  Interpretation of provisions. 

The provisions of this chapter shall be interpreted to be the minimum requirements adopted for
the promotion of the health, safety, morals and the general welfare of the Town of Northbridge,
Massachusetts; and except for the Zoning Bylaw adopted by the Town Meeting of 1938 and all
subsequent amendments thereto, the provisions of this chapter are not intended to repeal, amend,
abrogate, annul or in any way impair or interfere with any lawfully adopted law, statute,
ordinance, bylaw, covenants, regulations or rules. Whenever the regulations made under the
authority hereof differ from those prescribed by any law, statute, ordinance, bylaw or other
regulation, that provision which imposes the greater restriction or the higher standard shall
govern.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IV, Interpretation and Application  / § 173-8.  Application of
provisions. 

§ 173-8.  Application of provisions. 

Except as herein provided or as specifically exempted by the Zoning Act, the provisions of this
chapter shall apply to the following: the erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration and use
of buildings and structures and use of land. Any existing conforming use, structure or lot shall
not by any action become nonconforming, and any existing nonconforming use, structure or lot
shall not become nonconforming or further nonconforming as provided herein.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations 

ARTICLE V, Use Regulations 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-9.  Applicability of use
regulations. 

§ 173-9.  Applicability of use regulations. 

Except as provided by the Zoning Act or in this chapter, in each district no building, structure or
land shall be used or occupied except for the purposes permitted in the district as prescribed in
this article. Any use not listed shall be construed to be prohibited.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-10.  Designations used in Table of
Use Regulations. 

§ 173-10.  Designations used in Table of Use Regulations. 

In the following Table of Use Regulations, the uses permitted by right in the district shall be
designated by the letter P. Those uses that may be permitted by special permit in the district, in
accordance with § 173-47, shall be designated by the letter S. Uses designated "-" shall not be
permitted in the district.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-11.  Uses subject to other
regulations. 

§ 173-11.  Uses subject to other regulations. 

Uses permitted by right or by special permit shall be subject, in addition to use regulations, to all
other provisions of this chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-12.  Table of Use Regulations. EN
[Amended 5-13-1980 ATM, Art. 39] 

§ 173-12.  Table of Use Regulations. EN(18)  [Amended 5-13-1980 ATM, Art. 39] 

In the Table of Use Regulations, the uses permitted by right in the district shall be designated by
the letter P. Those uses that may be permitted by special permit in the district, in accordance
with § 173-47, shall be designated by the letter S. Uses designated "-" shall not be permitted in
the district.EN(19)  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-13.  Permitted home occupations. 

§ 173-13.  Permitted home occupations. 

The following uses are hereby specifically declared to be customary home occupations within
the meaning of this chapter:  

A.    The use of a room or any area in a dwelling or in a subordinate building thereto as an office,
studio or workshop, provided that:  

(1)    No stock-in-trade is regularly maintained for display or sale.  

(2)    No offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odor, heat or glare is produced.  

(3)    There is no exterior display and no exterior sign (except as hereinafter permitted in this
chapter).  

(4)    There is no exterior storage of material or equipment, including the exterior parking of
commercial vehicles, and no other exterior indication of such use or variation from the
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residential character of the premises.    

B.    Private greenhouses, toolshed, playhouse or other similar structure for domestic storage or
use.  

C.    The keeping of animals, principally for personal enjoyment or household use.  

D.    Private garage for not more than three vehicles, one of which may be a commercial vehicle if
not exceeding 2 1/2 tons in load capacity.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-14.  Unregistered and disabled
vehicles. 

§ 173-14.  Unregistered and disabled vehicles. 

No person shall suffer or permit two or more unregistered motor vehicles or parts thereof to
remain on his premises, and no person shall suffer or permit any unregistered or disabled motor
vehicle or parts thereof to remain within 75 feet of any public way, unless a written permit is
issued therefor by the Board of Selectmen. Said permit shall not be required for vehicles or parts
thereof stored or garaged inside of buildings.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-15.  Trailers.  

§ 173-15.  Trailers.  

A.    Trailer camps or parks shall not be permitted in any zoning district.  

B.    Utility trailers and trailers used primarily for recreational purposes may be parked in any
zoning district.  

C.    A trailer may be lived in for a period of no more than four months in any residential district,
provided that a special permit has been issued by the Board of Selectmen. In such cases, such
trailer shall be subject to the same requirements as for a one-family detached dwelling for the
zoning district in which it is located.  

D.    The Building Inspector may grant a temporary permit for the use of a trailer or trailers for
business use in connection with a construction project.  

E.    The owner and occupier of a residence which has been destroyed by fire or other natural
holocaust may place a mobile home on the site of such residence, and said owner or occupier
may reside in such mobile home for a period of time not to exceed 12 months while the
residence is being rebuilt. Any such mobile home shall be subject to the provisions of the
State Sanitary Code.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-16.  Permitted uses in Industrial
One (I-1) District and Limited Industrial District (I-2).  [Amended 1-25-1992 STM,
Art. 1; 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 23; 10-23-2007 ATM, Art. 13] 

§ 173-16.  Permitted uses in Industrial One (I-1) District and Limited Industrial District
(I-2).  [Amended 1-25-1992 STM, Art. 1; 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 23; 10-23-2007 ATM, Art.
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13] 

Uses permitted in Industrial One (I-1) District and Limited Industrial District I-2 include:  

A.    Office for administrative, executive, professional, sales and other similar use.  

B.    Laboratory for scientific, agricultural or industrial research.  

C.    Light industrial use, including manufacturing, storage, processing, fabrication, packaging and
assembly, provided that such activities will not be offensive, injurious or noxious because of
sewage and refuse, vibration, smoke or gas, fumes, dust or dirt, odors, danger of combustion
or unsightliness.  

D.    Printing or publishing establishments.  

E.    Horse racing facility and all accessory uses incidental to a horse track, on a site containing at
least 50 acres, provided that no accessory uses will be permitted on the site until a track is
constructed for live horse racing; and further provided, however, that notwithstanding the
provisions of the first sentence of § 173-49.1D(3)(c), the period for site plan review shall be
90 days.  

F.    With a special permit, year-round greenhouse or stand for wholesale or retail sale of
agricultural or farm products.  

G.    With a special permit, stores usually selling a combination of two or more of the following:
dry goods, apparel and accessories, furniture and home furnishings, small wares, hardware
and food.  

H.    With a special permit, establishment primarily selling food and drink for home preparation
and consumption or on its premises.  

I.    With a special permit, personal service establishments.  

J.    With a special permit, motion picture establishment.  

K.    With a special permit, miscellaneous business offices and services.  

L.    With a special permit, hotels and motels.  

M.  With a special permit from the Planning Board, planned business development.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-16.1.  Forest Products Overlay
District (FPOD).  [Added 6-26-1990 STM, Art. 1]  

§ 173-16.1.  Forest Products Overlay District (FPOD).  [Added 6-26-1990 STM, Art. 1]  

A.    In area(s) of the Town designated as Forest Products Overlay District(s), the existing
underlying zoning designation shall remain applicable and any use permitted in the
underlying zone shall continue to be permitted on the terms and conditions provided for such
uses in such underlying district.  

B.    In a Forest Products Overlay District, the following uses shall be permitted:   

(1)    Planting, growing and harvesting timber.   

(2)    Cutting, packaging and warehousing cord wood and wood products.   

(3)    Storage and maintenance of equipment directly related to any of the foregoing activities.    

C.    Within the Forest Products Overlay District, cutting and packaging of cord wood and wood
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products shall not be conducted within 300 feet of any public or private street or within 300
feet of any dwelling without the express written permission of the owner and only while such
permission remains in force. Cutting or packaging or warehousing shall only be conducted as
long as a visual barrier screens such activity from streets and dwellings, and so long as noise
generated by the activity does not create a public nuisance.  

D.    In the Forest Products Overlay District, the frontage, area and setback requirements of the
underlying district shall apply.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-17.  Planned townhouse
development.  

§ 173-17.  Planned townhouse development.  

A.    General. In a Residential Six (R-6) District, the Board of Appeals may grant a special permit
in accordance with Subsection G, Site plan review, hereafter, for the construction of a
planned townhouse development subject to the provisions of this and other sections intended
to encourage:  

(1)    Optimum utilization of natural land features and characteristics through a greater design
flexibility:  

(2)    The preservation of open space for conservation, outdoor recreation or park purposes;
and  

(3)    Efficient provision of municipal services.    

B.    Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:  

PLANNED TOWNHOUSE DEVELOPMENT  -- A subdivision to be developed as an entity by
a landowner with residential buildings comprising three or more dwelling units and having an
exterior entrance serving no more than two dwelling units unless otherwise permitted by the
Board of Appeals by special permit. Each unit shall have a screened yard or balcony.   

C.    Basic requirements. A proposed planned townhouse development shall meet the following
basic requirements:  

(1)    The minimum tract size shall be 10 acres.  

(2)    All dwelling units shall be served by municipal water and sewerage.    

D.    Number of dwelling units permitted. The number of dwelling units permitted in a planned
townhouse development for which a special permit is issued shall not exceed an average of
eight dwelling units per net buildable acre.  

E.    Design requirements.  

(1)    A minimum distance of 35 feet shall be maintained between any two structures unless it
can be shown that a reduction in that distance will better serve the design.  

(2)    A minimum of 30% of the total tract area or 2,000 square feet per dwelling unit,
whichever is greater, shall be set aside and not built upon or paved, but shall be
landscaped and/or left in its natural state with an acceptable balance of trees, shrubs and
grass.  

(3)    A landscaped side or rear yard buffer area of at least 50 feet in width shall be provided
adjacent to each property line of the tract. All buffer areas shall be planted or preserved
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in its natural state with a mixture of coniferous and deciduous trees and shrubs and shall
be maintained so as to protect adjacent properties with a natural visual barrier.  

(4)    Each tract shall include organized recreational areas, such as for tennis, play and
swimming, easily accessible to building complexes, of a size equal to 300 square feet
per dwelling unit. Such areas shall not be included in the buffer area.  

(5)    All utilities shall be placed underground.  

(6)    Open spaces provided in Subsection E(2) above shall be used for conservation, outdoor
recreation or park purposes and shall be of a size and shape appropriate for its intended
use as determined by the Board of Appeals. Such open space land shall be conveyed to
and accepted by the Town of Northbridge or to all homeowners within such tract jointly
or to a trust, the beneficiaries of which shall be the homeowners within such tract. Such
trust shall have as one of its purposes the maintenance of such land for conservation,
recreation or park purposes. The future ownership of such unsubdivided land, which
may differ from parcel to parcel, shall be specified by the Board of Appeals as a
condition of the special permit.    

F.    Parking requirements. Two paved, off-street parking spaces shall be provided for each
dwelling unit. Each parking area shall be conveniently located to those dwelling units for
which they are intended but shall not be located within the designated buffer area.  

G.    Site plan review.  

(1)    General. The application for a special permit for a planned townhouse development shall
be accompanied by a site plan, a copy of which shall also be submitted to the Planning
Board. Such plan for a planned townhouse development shall show the following;   

(a)  Soil culture of the land, such as wooded, pasture, rock outcrops or swampy.   

(b)  Proposed landscaping and use of land which is to be reserved for conservation,
recreation or park use, including any proposed structure thereon.    

(2)    Report by Planning Board. The Planning Board shall submit, in writing, to the Board of
Appeals its report and recommendations as to said application for special permit, to
include at least the following:   

(a)  A general description of the tract in question and surrounding areas.   

(b)  An evaluation of the appropriateness of the proposed development and the extent to
which the objectives of planned townhouse development are accomplished.   

(c)  Recommendations for the granting or denial of the special permit, including
recommendations for modifications, restrictions or requirements to be imposed as a
condition of granting the special permit.    

(3)    Action by Board of Appeals.   

(a)  The Board of Appeals shall not take any action on a petition for a special permit for
a planned townhouse development until a public hearing is held in accordance with
MGL C. 40A, §§ 9 and 11, and until the Planning Board shall have submitted its
written recommendations to the Board of Appeals or 35 days shall have elapsed
from the date of submission of the site plan and application for a special permit to
the Planning Board. In determining whether to grant a special permit for a proposed
townhouse development which meets the minimum standards stated herein, the
Board of Appeals shall consider:   

[1]    The report and recommendation of the Planning Board.   

[2]    The general objectives of planned townhouse development.   
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[3]    The existing and probable future development of surrounding areas.   

[4]    The appropriateness of the proposed development in relation to the topography,
soils and other characteristics of the tract in question.     

(b)  Where its decision differs from the recommendations of the Planning Board, the
Board of Appeals shall state in its decision the reasons therefor.    

(4)    Relationship to other Town regulations. Nothing contained herein shall in any way
exempt a proposed subdivision from compliance with the rules and regulations of the
Planning Board, nor shall it in any way affect the right of the Board of Health and of the
Planning Board to approve, with or without conditions and modifications, or disapprove
a subdivision plan in accordance with the provisions of such rules and regulations and of
the Subdivision Control Law.EN(20)  

(5)    Conditions of approval. The Planning Board shall not recommend and the Board of
Appeals shall not grant a special permit for a planned townhouse development if it
appears that because of soil, drainage, traffic or other conditions the granting of such
permit would be detrimental to the neighborhood or to the Town or inconsistent with the
purposes of planned townhouse. In granting a special permit, the Board of Appeals shall
impose such additional conditions and safeguards as public safety, welfare and
convenience may require, either as recommended by the Planning Board or upon its own
initiative.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-18.  Floodway and Floodplain
Districts.  [Added 5-10-1983 ATM, Art. 10]  

§ 173-18.  Floodway and Floodplain Districts.  [Added 5-10-1983 ATM, Art. 10]  

A.    Purpose. The purposes of the Floodway and Floodplain Districts are to protect the public
health, safety and general welfare, to protect human life and property from the hazards of
periodic flooding, to preserve the natural flood control characteristics and the flood storage
capacity of the floodplain and to preserve and maintain the groundwater table and water
recharge areas within the floodplain.  

B.    District delineation. [Amended 11-13-2001 ATM, Art. 12]  

(1)    The boundaries of the Floodway and Floodplain Districts are shown on the Zoning Map,
the Northbridge Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) dated February 2, 2002. The exact
boundaries of the Floodplain District are defined by the one-hundred-year water surface
elevations shown on the FIRM and further defined by the flood profiles contained in the
Flood Insurance Study dated February 2, 2002 (Study).  

(2)    The floodway boundaries are further defined by the Flooding Data Tables contained in
the Flood Insurance Study. The FIRM, FBFM and Study are incorporated herein by
reference and are on file in the office of the Town Clerk. In the event of discrepancy
between the Zoning Map and the FIRM, FBFM or Study, the FIRM, FBFM or Study
shall control. Within the Floodplain District, where the one-hundred-year flood
elevation is not provided on the FIRM and existing flood elevation is not provided on
the FIRM, any proposed user or applicant shall obtain any existing flood elevation data
and it shall be reviewed by the Building Inspector, who may rely on it to comply with
this chapter or the Building Code if it is sufficiently detailed and accurate.    

C.    Floodway use regulations. Only the following uses of low flood damage potential and
causing no obstructions to flood flows shall be allowed, provided that they do not require



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

162

structures, fill or storage of materials or equipment:  

(1)    Agricultural uses such as farming, grazing, truck farming, horticulture and forestry and
nursery uses.  

(2)    Outdoor recreational uses, including fishing, boating and play areas, etc.  

(3)    Conservation of water, plants and wildlife; wildlife management; and foot-, bicycle and
horse paths.  

(4)    Temporary nonresidential structures used in connection with fishing or with growing,
harvesting or storage of crops raised on the premises.  

(5)    Buildings lawfully existing prior to May 10, 1983.  

(6)    In Zones Al-A30 and AE, along watercourses that have a regulatory floodway
designated on the Northbridge FIRM encroachments are prohibited in the regulatory
floodway which would result in any increase in flood levels within the community
during the occurrence of the base flood discharge. [Amended 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 21;
11-13-2001 ATM, Art. 12]    

D.    Floodplain District use regulations.  

(1)    The Floodplain District is established as an overlay district to all other districts. All
development in the district, including structural and nonstructural activities, whether
permitted by right or by special permit, must be in compliance with MGL C. 131, § 40,
and with the requirements of the following:  [Amended 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 21]   

(a)  Section of the Massachusetts State Building Code which addresses floodplain and
coastal high hazard areas.   

(b)  Wetlands Protection Regulations, Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).   

(c)  Inland Wetlands Restriction, DEP.   

(d)  Minimum Requirements for the Subsurface Disposal of Sanitary Sewage, DEP. 

  

    Any variation from the provisions and requirements of the above-referenced
state regulations may only be granted in accordance with the required variance
procedures of these state regulations.     

    

(2)    No structure or building shall be erected, constructed, substantially improved or
otherwise created or moved and no earth or other materials shall be dumped, filled,
excavated or transferred unless a special permit is granted by the Zoning Board of
Appeals. Said Board may issue a special permit hereunder (subject to other applicable
provisions of this chapter if the application is in compliance with the following
provisions:   

(a)  The proposed use shall comply in all respects with the provisions of the underlying
district.   

(b)  Within 10 days of receipt of the application, the Board shall transmit one copy of the
development plan to the Conservation Commission, Planning Board, Board of
Health, Town Engineer, Building Commissioner and the Board of Selectmen. Final
action shall not be taken until reports have been received from the above Boards or
until 35 days have elapsed.   

(c)  All encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements to
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existing structures and other development, are prohibited unless certification by a
registered professional engineer is provided by the applicant demonstrating that such
encroachment shall not result in any increase in flood levels during the occurrence of
the one-hundred-year flood.   

(d)  The Board may specify such additional requirements and conditions as it finds
necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public and the occupants of
the proposed use or take any other action relating thereto.    

(3)    New construction and improvements. [Added 9-22-1987 STM, Art. 11]   

(a)  Please refer to the Massachusetts Building Code. [Amended 10-28-1997 ATM, Art.
21]   

(b)  Electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing and air-conditioning equipment and other
service facilities shall be designed and/or located so as to prevent water from
entering or accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding.       

E.    Base flood elevation and floodway data. [Added 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 21]  

(a)    Floodway data. In Zones A, A1-A30 and AE, along watercourses that have not had a
regulatory floodway designated, the base available federal, state, local or other floodway
data shall be used to prohibit the encroachments in floodways which would result in any
increase in flood levels within the community during the occurrence of the base flood
discharge.  

(b)    Base flood elevation data. Base flood elevation data must be provided by applicants,
based upon a study for subdivision proposals or other developments greater than 50 lots
or five acres, whichever is the lesser, within unnumbered A Zones.    

F.    Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
[Added 9-22-1977 STM, Art. 11; amended 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 21]  

LOWEST FLOOR  -- The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An
unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or
storage, in an area other than a basement area, is not considered a building's "lowest floor,"
provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the
applicable nonelevation design requirements of this chapter.   

START OF CONSTRUCTION  -- For other than new construction or substantial improvements
under the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (Pub. L. 97-348), includes substantial improvement, and
means the date the building permit was issued, provided that the actual start of construction,
repair, reconstruction, placement or other improvement was within 180 days of the permit date.
The "actual start" means either the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a
site, such as the pouring of a slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of
columns or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home
on a foundation. "Permanent construction" does not include land preparation, such as clearing,
grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it
include excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations or the erection of temporary
forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages
or sheds, not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure.    

G.    Notification of watercourse alteration. The Town will notify, in a riverine situation, the
following of any alteration or relocation of a watercourse: [Added 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 21]   

(a)    Adjacent communities.  

(b)    Bordering states (optional).  

(c)    NFIP State Coordinator.  
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(d)    Massachusetts Office of Water Resources, 100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02202.  

(e)    NFIP Program Specialist.  

(f)    FEMA Region I, RM 462, J.W. Mcormack Post Office and Courthouse, Boston, MA
02109.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-18.1.  Retreat lots.  [Added
5-2-1989 STM, Art. 23] 

§ 173-18.1.  Retreat lots.  [Added 5-2-1989 STM, Art. 23] 

For the purpose of creating reasonable use of backland for residential uses, there may be
established so-called retreat lots, pork chop lots or hammer head lots, the building upon which
may be authorized by the issuance of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals as special
permit granting authority, subject to the following requirements:  

A.    Said lot shall be entirely within a residential zoning district (R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5).  

B.    Said lot has a minimum street frontage of not less than 40 feet and a width of not less than 40
feet at all points between the street and the nearest part of the principal building.  

C.    The area of said lot is to be at least twice the minimum lot size allowed in R-1 and R-2, three
times the minimum in R-3, four times the minimum in R-4 and five times the minimum in
R-5.  

D.    The minimum lot width at the building line equals or exceeds the required street frontage
distance.  

E.    Said lot shall otherwise be in compliance with all requirements of the Zoning Chapter
applicable to the zoning district in which said lot is located.  

F.    Said lot shall not have contiguous frontage with any other lot which has been granted a
special permit pursuant to this section.  

G.    At the time the application for a special permit is submitted, all other lots contiguous to said
lot shall conform to the requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.  

H.    Said lot shall not be further subdivided.  

I.    The access of said lot shall be within the boundary lines of the lot and shall not be subject to
any right-of-way nor any public or private easement.  

J.    No permit shall be issued, pursuant to this chapter, unless said lot is situated on a public way
accepted by the Town of Northbridge.  

K.    Said lot shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Zoning Chapter.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-18.2.  Erosion control.  [Added
1-23-1996 STM, Art. 17] 

§ 173-18.2.  Erosion control.  [Added 1-23-1996 STM, Art. 17] 

Site design, materials and construction processes shall be designed to avoid erosion damage,
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sedimentation or uncontrolled surface water runoff by conformance with the following:  

A.    Grading or construction which will result in final slopes of 15% or greater on 50% or more
of lot area or on 30,000 square feet or more on a single lot, even if less than half the lot area,
shall be allowed only under special permit from the Planning Board, which shall be granted
only upon demonstration that adequate provisions have been made to protect against erosion,
soil instability, uncontrolled surface water runoff or other environmental degradation.
Applications and plans for such special permits shall be referred to the Conservation
Commission for its advisory review.  

B.    All slopes exceeding 15% which result from site grading or construction activities shall
either be covered with topsoil to a depth of four inches and planted with vegetative cover
sufficient to prevent erosion or be retained by a wall constructed of masonry, reinforced
concrete or treated pile or timber.  

C.    No area or areas totaling two acres or more on any parcel or contiguous parcels in the same
ownership shall have existing vegetation clear-stripped or be filled six inches or more so as
to destroy existing vegetation unless in conjunction with agricultural activity, or unless
necessarily incidental to construction on the premises under a currently valid building permit,
or unless within streets which are either public or designated on an approved subdivision
plan, or unless a special permit is approved by the Planning Board on condition that runoff
will be controlled, erosion avoided and either a constructed surface or cover vegetation will
be provided not later than the first full spring season immediately following completion of
the stripping operation. No stripped area or areas which are allowed by special permit shall
remain through the winter without a temporary cover of winter rye or similar plant material
being provided for soil control, except in the case of agricultural activity where such
temporary cover would be infeasible.  

D.    The Building Inspector shall require the submission of information from the building permit
applicant, in addition to that otherwise specified herein, necessary to ensure compliance with
these requirements, including, if necessary, elevations of the subject property, description of
vegetative cover and the nature of impoundment basins proposed, if any.  

E.    In granting a special permit under Subsections A or C, the Planning Board shall require a
performance bond to ensure compliance with the requirements of this section.  

F.    Hillside areas, except naturally occurring ledge or bedrock outcropping or ledge cuts, shall
be retained with vegetation cover as follows: 

  

    Average Slope  
 Minimum Land to

Remain in Vegetation        

    10.0% - 14.9%   25%      

    15.0% - 19.9%   40%      

    20.0% - 24.9%   55%      

    25.0% - 29.9%   70%      

    30.0% and above   85%        
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ZONING  / ARTICLE V, Use Regulations  / § 173-18.3.  Adult entertainment.
[Added 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 19]  

§ 173-18.3.  Adult entertainment.  [Added 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 19]  

A.    Authority and purpose.   

(1)    This section is enacted pursuant to MGL C. 40A and pursuant to the town's authority
under the Home Rule Amendment to the Massachusetts Constitution to serve the
compelling Town interests of limiting location of and preventing the clustering and
concentration of certain adult entertainment uses, as defined and designated herein, in
response to studies demonstrating their deleterious effects.   

(2)    It is the purpose of this Adult Entertainment Bylaw to address and mitigate the
secondary effects of the adult entertainment establishments and sexually oriented
business that are referenced and defined herein. Secondary effects have been shown to
include increased crime, adverse impacts on public health, adverse impacts on the
business climate, adverse impacts on the property values of residential and commercial
property and adverse impacts on the quality of life. All of said secondary impacts are
adverse to the health, safety and general welfare of the Town of Northbridge and its
inhabitants.   

(3)    The provisions of the this bylaw have neither the purpose nor intent of imposing a
limitation on the content of any communicative matters of materials, including sexually
oriented matter or materials. Similarly, it is not the purpose or intent of this bylaw to
restrict or deny access by adults to adult entertainment establishments or to sexually
oriented matter or materials that are protected by the Constitution of the United States or
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, nor to restrict or deny rights to distribute or
exhibit such matter or materials. Neither is it the purpose or intent of this bylaw to
legalize the sale, rental, distribution or exhibition of obscene or other illegal matter or
materials.    

B.    Definitions.  

ADULT BOOKSTORE  -- An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its
stock-in-trade books, magazines and other matter which is distinguished or characterized by its
emphasis depicting, describing or relating to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in
MGL C. 272, § 31.   

ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATERS  -- An enclosed building used for presenting material
distinguished by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to sexual conduct or
sexual excitement as defined by MGL C. 272, § 31.   

ADULT PARAPHERNALIA STORE  -- An establishment having as a substantial or significant
portion of its stock devices, objects, tools or toys which are distinguished or characterized by
their emphasis depicting, describing or relating to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined
in MGL C. 272, § 31.   

ADULT VIDEO STORE  -- An establishment having a substantial or significant portion of its
stock-in-trade videos, movies or other film, material which is distinguished or characterized by
its emphasis depicting, describing or relating to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined
in said MGL C. 272, § 31.   

ESTABLISHMENTS WHICH DISPLAY LIVE NUDITY  -- Any establishment which provides
live entertainment for its patrons, which include the display of nudity as defined in MGL C. 272,
§ 31.   

C.    Rules and application requirements. Adult entertainment uses shall be prohibited in all
zoning districts except the Industrial-Two Zone (I-2) and may be permitted only upon the
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grant of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Such a special permit shall not be
granted unless each of the following standards has been met:   

(1)    The application for a special permit for an adult use shall provide the name and address
of the legal owner of the establishment, the legal owner of the property and the manager
of the proposed establishment.   

(2)    No adult entertainment use special permit shall be issued to any person convicted of
violating the provisions of MGL C. 119, § 63, or MGL C. 272, § 28.   

(3)    Dimensional requirements.   

(a)  Any such proposed use shall be located:   

[1]    A minimum of 200 feet from the nearest residential district designated by the
Northbridge Zoning Bylaws;   

[2]    A minimum of 2,000 feet from any public school, public library, day-care
facility or religious facility;   

[3]    A minimum of 1,000 feet from any public playground, park or recreational area,
youth center;   

[4]    A minimum of 4,000 feet from any other adult use;   

[5]    A minimum of 2,000 feet from the nearest establishment licensed under MGL
C. 138, § 12.     

(b)  The distances specified above shall be measured by a straight line from the nearest
property line of the premises on which the proposed adult entertainment use is to be
located to the nearest boundary line of a residential zoning district or to the nearest
property line of any of the other designated uses set forth above.     

(4)    All building openings, entries and windows shall be screened in such a manner to
prevent visual access to the interior of the establishment by the public.   

(5)    No adult entertainment use shall be allowed to display for advertisement or other
purpose any signs, placards or other materials to the general public on the exterior of the
building or on the interior where the same may be seen through glass or other like
transparent material any sexually explicit figures or words defined in MGL C. 272, § 31.   

(6)    No adult entertainment use shall be allowed to disseminate or offer to disseminate adult
entertainment matter or paraphernalia, as described in Subsection B., Definitions, to
minors or suffer minors to view displays or linger on the premises.   

(7)    Compliance with the off-street parking requirements set forth in the Northbridge Zoning
Bylaws.   

(8)    No adult entertainment use shall have any flashing lights visible from the establishment.   

(9)    No adult entertainment use shall have a freestanding accessory sign.   

(10)  No adult entertainment use shall be established prior to submission and approval of a
site plan by the Zoning Board of Appeals. The site plan shall depict all existing and
proposed buildings, parking spaces, driveways, service areas and other open uses. The
site plan shall show the distances between the proposed adult entertainment use and the
boundary of the nearest residential zoning district and the property line of each of the
uses set forth in Subsection (C)3 above.    

D.    Conditions. The special permit granting authority may impose reasonable conditions,
safeguards and limitations on a special permit granted.  
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E.    Expiration. A special permit to conduct an adult entertainment use shall expire after a period
of two calendar years from its date of issuance and shall be automatically renewable for
successive two-year periods thereafter, provided that a written request for such renewal is
made to the special permit granting authority prior to said expiration and that no objection to
said renewal is made and sustained by the special permit granting authority based upon the
public safety factors applied at the time that the original special permit was granted.  

F.    Severability. The provisions of this section are severable and, in the event that any provision
of this section is determined to be invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall
remain in full force and effect.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VI, Area, Height and Bulk Regulations 

ARTICLE VI, Area, Height and Bulk Regulations 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VI, Area, Height and Bulk Regulations  / § 173-19.
Applicability of regulations. 

§ 173-19.  Applicability of regulations. 

The regulations for each district pertaining to minimum lot area, minimum lot width, maximum
height of buildings, maximum number of stories, maximum building area, minimum usable open
space, minimum front yard depth, minimum side yard width, minimum rear yard depth and
minimum residential net floor area shall be as specified in this article and as set forth in the
Tables of Area Regulations and Height and Bulk RegulationsEN(21) and subject to the further
provisions of this article.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VI, Area, Height and Bulk Regulations  / § 173-20.  Table of
Height and Bulk Regulations. 

§ 173-20.  Table of Height and Bulk Regulations. 

Height and bulk regulations shall be as follows: 

  

 Table of Height and Bulk Regulations   

 District  

 Maximum
Permitted Height  

(feet)1  

 Maximum Permitted
Height  

(stories)  

 Maximum Building Coverage
of Lot  

(covered area as percent of
total lot area)     

 R-1   40   3   10   

 R-2   35   2 1/2   20   
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 Table of Height and Bulk Regulations   

 District  

 Maximum
Permitted Height  

(feet)1  

 Maximum Permitted
Height  

(stories)  

 Maximum Building Coverage
of Lot  

(covered area as percent of
total lot area)     

 R-3   35   2 1/2   25   

 R-4   40   2 1/2   40   

 R-5   45   3   50   

 R-6   40   2 1/2   § 173-17   

 B-1   30   2   75   

 B-2   20   1   75   

 B-32   45   3   60   

 I-1   30   2   75   

 I-2   45   3   50     

 

   

 NOTES:     

 1Any maximum height permitted in this chapter shall not apply to:  
  a. Community facility and public utility structures, provided that the side and rear yards or
setbacks required in the district for the highest permitted principal structure shall be increased
two feet in width for each foot by which the height of such structure exceeds the height permitted
in the district. 
  b. Necessary appurtenant structures such as: church spire, belfry, cupola, smokestack,
monument, flagpole, radio or television tower, mast, antenna, aerial, airplane hangar, roof tank,
building service equipment, roof structure other than a penthouse, chimney or parapet wall or
any similar appurtenance, provided that any such structure shall set back from the vertical plane
of the required building setback line one foot horizontally for each two feet of extra height. 
  c. Special industrial structures such as: a cooling tower and other similar structure where the
industrial process requires a greater height, provided that any such structure shall not occupy
more than 15% of the lot area and shall be not less than 50 feet from any lot line.   

 2 [Added 9-11-1990 STM, Art. 20]    
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VII, Signs  / § 173-21.  Compliance with regulations. 

§ 173-21.  Compliance with regulations. 

All signs shall comply with the regulations for the erection and construction of signs contained
in the Northbridge Building Code. In addition, no sign shall be permitted except as follows.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VII, Signs  / § 173-22.  Signs permitted in any residential
district. 

§ 173-22.  Signs permitted in any residential district. 

Signs permitted in any Residential District shall include:  

A.    One sign for each dwelling unit, provided that such sign shall not exceed two square feet in
surface area. If lighted, it shall be illuminated with white light by indirect method only; and it
shall not be used other than for identifying the occupancy.  

B.    One sign for each community facility or public utility use, provided that the sign shall not
exceed 12 square feet in surface area. If lighted, it shall be illuminated with white light by
indirect method only; and it shall set back at least 1/2 of the required depth of the front yard.  

C.    One unlighted sign offering premises for sale or lease for each parcel in one ownership,
provided that it shall not exceed four square feet in surface area; and it shall set back at least
1/2 of the required depth of the front yard.  

D.    One unlighted temporary sign of a painter or other artisan, erected during the period such
person is performing work on the premises on which such sign is erected, provided that it
shall not exceed four square feet in surface area; and it shall set back at least 1/2 of the
required depth of the front yard.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VII, Signs  / § 173-23.  Signs permitted in any business
district. 

§ 173-23.  Signs permitted in any business district. 

Signs permitted in the business districts shall include any sign permitted in the R Districts,
subject to the same provisions of use, and any two of the following types of signs:  

A.    One pole sign for each street frontage of an automotive service establishment within a
Business Two (B-2) and/or a Business Three (B-3) District shall be permitted, provided that
it shall not exceed 60 square feet in surface area, no portion of it shall set back less than five
feet from any street lot line, it shall not be erected so that any portion of it is over 30 feet
above the ground or sidewalk and, if lighted, it shall be illuminated internally with white or
blue lights only. [Amended 10-23-2007 ATM, Art. 10]  

B.    One wall sign for each lot street frontage of each building unit, provided that it shall be
attached to the main wall of a building, it shall not project horizontally more than 12 inches
therefrom, it shall be erected no more than 30 feet above the ground or sidewalk, it shall not
exceed 60 square feet in surface area and, if lighted, it shall be illuminated internally or by
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reflector method with white or blue lights only. [Amended 10-26-1993 ATM, Art. 11]  

C.    One projecting sign for each lot, street frontage of each building unit, provided that it shall be
attached to the main wall of a building, it shall project horizontally not more than six feet
therefrom, it shall be erected at a height of not less than 10 feet nor more than 30 feet above
the ground or sidewalk, it shall not exceed 40 square feet in surface area and, if lighted, it
shall be illuminated internally with white or blue lights only.  

D.    Freestanding signs within the Business One (B-1) and Heritage (H) Zoning District shall be
limited to monument-style. Freestanding pylon type or pole signs shall not be permitted
within the Business One (B-1) and Heritage (H) Zoning Districts. [Added 10-23-2007 ATM,
Art. 10]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VII, Signs  / § 173-24.  Signs permitted in any industrial
district.  

§ 173-24.  Signs permitted in any industrial district.  

A.    One wall sign for each building unit, provided that it shall be attached to the main wall of a
building, it shall not project horizontally more than 12 inches therefrom, it shall be erected at
a height of not less than 10 feet nor more than 40 feet above the ground or sidewalk, it shall
not exceed 100 square feet in surface area and, if lighted, it shall be illuminated by reflector
method with white or blue lights only.  

B.    One projecting sign for each building unit, provided that it shall be attached to the main wall
of a building, it shall project horizontally not more than six feet therefrom, it shall be erected
at a height of not less than 10 feet nor more than 40 feet above the ground or sidewalk, it
shall not be more than 100 square feet in surface area and, if lighted, it shall be illuminated
by reflector method with white or blue lights only.  

C.    One ground sign for each building unit, provided that it shall not exceed 150 square feet in
surface area, it shall set back at least 1/2 the depth of the required front yard and, if lighted, it
shall be illuminated by reflector method with white or blue lights only.  

D.    Any identification sign, provided that it shall not be more than 40 square feet in surface area,
it shall set back at least 1/2 the depth of the required front yard and, if lighted, it shall be
illuminated internally or by reflector method with white or blue lights only.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VII, Signs  / § 173-25.  Miscellaneous regulations.  

§ 173-25.  Miscellaneous regulations.  

A.    Any traffic or directional sign owned and installed by a governmental agency shall be
permitted.  

B.    A sign or its illuminator shall not, by reason of its location, shape or color, interfere with
traffic or be confused with or obstruct the view or effectiveness of any official traffic sign,
traffic signal or traffic marking.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading 
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ARTICLE VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading  / § 173-26.  Provision for
parking and loading required. 

§ 173-26.  Provision for parking and loading required. 

In any district, if any structure is constructed, enlarged or extended and any use of land is
established or any existing use is changed, parking and loading spaces shall be provided in
accordance with the following tables. An existing structure which is enlarged or an existing use
which is extended shall be required to provide parking and loading spaces in accordance with the
following tables for the expanded area or use unless the increase in units or measurements
amounts to less than 25%, whether such increase occurs at one time or in successive stages.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading  / § 173-27.  Off-street
parking, loading and landscaping standards.  [Amended 6-20-1989 ATM, Art. 11]  

§ 173-27.  Off-street parking, loading and landscaping standards.  [Amended 6-20-1989
ATM, Art. 11]  

A.    General standards. Parking or loading spaces existing and being maintained in any district in
connection with any existing use on the effective date of this section shall hereafter remain
so long as said use remains, unless an equivalent number of parking or loading spaces are
constructed elsewhere conforming to the requirements of the following tables, provided that
this regulation shall not require the maintenance of more parking and loading spaces than is
required under the following provisions.  

B.    Definitions. As used herein, the following words and phrases shall have and include the
following respective meanings:  

DRIVEWAY  -- An area on a lot, in addition to parking and maneuvering spaces and aisles,
which is designed or used to provide for passage of motor vehicles to and from a street or way.   

MANEUVERING AISLE  -- A maneuvering space which serves two or more parking spaces,
such as the area between two rows of parking spaces.   

MANEUVERING SPACE  -- An open space in a parking area which is used or required for
maneuvering a motor vehicle into a parking space but not used for the parking or storage of
motor vehicles.   

PARKING AREA  -- An open space either used or required for parking of five or more motor
vehicles, including necessary maneuvering space, but not including parking on a lot for the
passenger car of residents and guests of a one-family dwelling on said lot.   

PARKING SPACE  -- An open space exclusive of maneuvering area and driveway for the
parking of one motor vehicle.   

C.    Off-street and/or loading requirements. In any district, if any structure is constructed,
enlarged and/or extended and any use of land established or any existing use changed after
the effective date of this section, parking and loading spaces shall be provided in accordance
with the following tables. An existing structure which is enlarged or an existing structure
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which is extended after the effective date of these regulations shall be required to provide
parking and loading spaces, and landscaping in accordance with the following tables for the
entire structure or use unless the increase in units or measurements amounts to less than 25%
of the existing structure, whether such increase occurs at one time or in successive stages. 

  

    Table of Off-Street Parking Standards   

    Use   Number of Parking Spaces     

    Residential      

       Single-family, two-family and multifamily dwelling
units  

 2 per dwelling unit   

    Community facilities      

       Churches/religious establishments   1 per 300 square feet of nfs*   

       Places of public assembly   1 per 300 square feet of nfs   

       Schools   1 per 300 square feet of nfs   

    Commercial uses      

       Professional/general office   1 per 250 square feet of nfs   

       General retail   1 per 225 square feet of nfs   

       Banks/financial institutions   1 per 225 square feet of nfs   

       Restaurants   1 per 100 square feet of nfs   

       Theaters   1 per 275 square feet of nfs   

       Home occupations   1 per 200 square feet of nfs   

       Bowling alley   2 per lane   

    Industrial and institutional      

       Wholesale industrial   1 per 1,000 square feet of nfs   

       Manufacturing   1 per 750 square feet of nfs   

       Hospital   1 per 3 beds   

       Convalescent or nursing home   1 per 3 beds   

       Medical offices   1 per 250 square feet of nfs     

 

   

    *For the purposes of this section of the Northbridge Zoning Bylaws, net floor space (nfs)
shall be the actual occupied area, not including unoccupied areas or thickness of walls.     
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    Table of Off-Street Loading Standards   

    Use   Number of Loading Spaces     

    Business, industrial, commu- nity facility (school,
church, town building, recreation, etc.) or public utility
establishments  

 1 per 7,500 square feet of nfs
and an additional space per each
additional 15,000 square feet of
nfs     

  

D.    General parking and loading requirements.  

(1)    The off-street permanently provided parking spaces required for the uses listed in the
above table shall be on the same lots as the use they are intended to serve or, when
practical difficulties prevent their establishment upon the same lot, they shall be
established no further than 300 feet from the premises to which they are appurtenant.
The required parking spaces shall not be located on the other side of a public street,
unless a safe and sufficient road crossing exists or will be provided.  

(2)    The loading spaces required for the uses listed in the above table shall in all cases be on
the same lot as the use they are intended to serve. In no case shall the required loading
spaces be part of the area used to satisfy the parking requirements of this section.  

(3)    The minimum dimensions of parking spaces and maneuvering aisles shall be in
accordance with the following table: 

  

    Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions for Parking Areas   

    
 Angle of Parking  
(degrees)  

 Width of
Parking Space 

(feet)  

 Depth of
Parking Space 

(feet)  

 Width of
Maneuvering

Aisle 
(feet)     

    61 to 90   9.0   18   24   

    46 to 60   9.0   18   18   

    45   9.0   18   15   

    Parallel   8.0   22   12     

  

(4)    The number of driveways shall be limited to two per street line. Driveways shall be
located so as to minimize conflict with traffic on public streets.  

(5)    The width of a driveway for one-way traffic shall be not less than 15 feet as measured at
its narrowest point. The width of a driveway for two-way use shall be a minimum of 18
feet as measured at its narrowest point and a maximum of 24 feet.  

(6)    Driveways shall be arranged for the free flow of vehicles at all times; and the
maneuvering spaces and aisles shall be so designed that all vehicles may exit from and
enter onto a public street by being driven in a forward direction.  
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(7)    All parking areas shall be so arranged and designed that the only means of access and
egress to and from such area is by driveway meeting the requirements of this section.  

(8)    All portions of all parking spaces and maneuvering aisles shall be set back a minimum
of five feet from any wall of any building. Each off-street parking space shall be
designed so that any motor vehicle may proceed to and from said space without
requiring the moving of any other vehicle.  

(9)    Loading spaces shall be at least 600 square feet in area for the first 7,500 square feet of
net floor space and 500 square feet for each additional 15,000 square feet of net floor
space.   

(10)  Parking and loading areas shall be graded, surfaced with a durable, all-season
nondusting material, drained and suitably maintained to the extent necessary to avoid
the nuisance of dust, erosion or any water flow onto streets or adjoining property.   

(11)  The applicant may be required to provide curbing, wheel stops or other devices to
prevent motor vehicles from being parked or driven into the required setback area or the
landscaped area.   

(12)  A sufficient number of handicapped spaces shall be conveniently provided on site in
accordance with local regulations and requirements.   

(13)  Applicants using these regulations to design parking, loading and landscaping areas are
encouraged to locate parking areas in the rear and on the sides of the primary use
structure wherever possible.    

E.    EN(22) Residential driveway requirements. For the purpose of promoting the safety of the
residents of the town, an application for a building permit for a residential structure shall
include a plan, at a scale of one inch equals 20 feet, showing the driveway serving the
premises, and showing existing and proposed topography at ten-foot or three-meter contour
intervals. All driveways shall be constructed in a manner ensuring reasonable and safe access
from the street serving the premises to the building site of the residential structure on the
premises, for all vehicles, including, but not limited to, emergency, fire and police vehicles.
The Building Inspector shall not issue a building permit for the principal structure on the
premises unless all of the following conditions have been met: [Added 1-23-1996 STM, Art.
16]   

(1)    Except in access strips of less than 50 feet in width to rear lots, no driveway shall be
located within 10 feet of any side or rear lot line except by special permit by the
Planning Board after a determination that said driveway will provide safe and
reasonable access for all vehicles.  

(2)    The grade of each driveway shall not exceed 15% unless the Planning Board shall grant
a special permit after a determination that said driveway will provide safe and
reasonable access for a vehicles.  

(3)    Driveways shall be surfaced with a durable, all-season nondusting material, drained and
suitably maintained to the extent necessary to avoid any nuisance by reason of dust,
erosion or water flow onto streets or adjoining property.  

(4)    Common driveways serving not more than three lots may be allowed on special permit
by the Planning Board, after consideration of the criteria set forth in § 173-47 herein. A
common driveway must satisfy all of the following conditions:   

(a)  The center line intersection with the street center line shall not be less than 45°;   

(b)  A minimum width of 15 feet shall be maintained over its entire length;   

(c)  The common driveway shall be paved;   
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(d)  The driveway shall be located entirely within the boundaries of the lots being served
thereby;   

(e)  Proposed documents shall be submitted to the Planning Board demonstrating that,
through easements, restrictive covenants or other appropriate legal devices, the
maintenance, repair, snow removal and liability for the common driveway shall
remain perpetually the responsibility of the private parties or their
successors-in-interest.      

F.     Landscaping requirements. All nonresidential parking lots shall be effectively landscaped to
reduce the visual impact of glare, headlights and parking lot lights from the public
right-of-way and from adjoining properties. In addition, parking lots shall be adequately
shaded to reduce the amount of reflected heat. [Amended 1-23-1996 STM, Art. 10]   

(1)    Landscaping adjacent to street right-of-way. A landscaped area shall be provided
between parking areas and any adjacent public street, sidewalk or right-of-way as
follows:   

(a)  A landscaped area at least 15 feet wide.   

(b)  Sufficient trees arranged so that a vegetated buffer is effectively provided from the
public street.   

(c)  A masonry wall, solid fence, earth berm or hedge maintained at least 30 inches in
height may be required in the landscaped area.    

(2)    Landscaping adjacent to contiguous properties. Landscaping shall be provided between
parking areas and contiguous properties as follows:   

(a)  A landscaped area at least 10 feet wide.   

(b)  A masonry wall, solid fence, earth berm, hedge or combination thereof at least five
feet high may be required if abutting property is a residential use. When contiguous
properties are located within a business or industrial district, only a naturally
vegetated or landscaped buffer shall be required to the rear and sides of the lots
when not abutting a public right-of-way.    

(3)    Landscaping in interior areas. Landscaping areas shall be provided for interior parking
areas so as to provide visual and climactic relief from broad expanses of pavement and
to channelize and define logical areas for pedestrian and vehicle circulation.   

(a)  Interior parking areas shall be deemed to be all parking areas.   

(b)  At least 5% of the gross area of the interior parking area shall be landscaped. These
landscaped areas shall include trees sufficient to provide shading of parking areas.   

(c)  Interior landscaped areas shall be dispersed so as to define aisles and limit unbroken
rows of parking to a maximum of 100 feet. Landscaping between rows of parking
shall be at least eight feet in width.    

(4)    Trees required by the provisions of this section shall be at least two inches in diameter
measured at one foot above ground level and a height of five feet at the time of planting;
and shall be of a species characterized by rapid growth and by suitability and hardiness
for location in a parking lot. To the extent practical, existing trees shall be retained and
used to satisfy the provisions of this section.  

(5)    No landscaping, tree, fence, wall or similar screening shall be maintained in the vicinity
of any corner, street, intersection or accessway intersecting a public right-of-way that is
determined to be an obstruction to visibility.    

G.    Exceptions. For the purposes of this section, the Planning Board may grant relief via a
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special permit from the requirements of this section either upon appeal or upon written
request of the applicant, where, after a public hearing thereon, one or more of the following
situations occur: it shall find that literal enforcement would cause a substantial hardship; or
that literal compliance is impractical because of the size, width or grade of the lot or the use
to which it is to be put or because a lesser area would, except in unusual circumstances,
accommodate the motor vehicles of all persons using the building at any time; or less
stringent requirements would carry out the other purposes of this section; or because of
factors peculiar to the lot or building involved not generally affecting the zoning district in
which it is located.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading  / § 173-28.  Area,
construction and lighting standards. 

§ 173-28.  Area, construction and lighting standards. 

All parking or loading areas containing over five spaces, including automobile service and
drive-in establishments, shall be either contained within structures or subject to the following:  

A.    The area shall be effectively screened on each side which adjoins or faces the side or rear lot
line of a lot situated in any R District. The screening shall consist of a solid fence or wall not
less than three feet nor more than six feet in height or shrubbery planted not less than three
feet apart on center, at least two feet from the lot line, and all maintained in good condition.
The screening required by this subsection shall be set back from each street the same as if it
were a main building wall.  

B.    The area and access driveways thereto shall be surfaced with a durable and dustless material
and shall be graded and drained so as to dispose of all surface water accumulation.  

C.    A substantial bumper of masonry, steel or heavy timber or concrete or macadam curb stop
shall be placed at the edge of surfaced areas, except driveways, in order to protect abutting
structures, properties and sidewalks.  

D.    Any fixture used to illuminate any area shall be so arranged as to direct the light away from
the street and away from the adjoining premises used for residential purposes.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots 

ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-29.
Applicability of provisions. 

§ 173-29.  Applicability of provisions. 

The provisions of this article affecting nonconforming uses, structures and/or lots cited herein
and certain related nonconformities shall apply under the provisions of this chapter and
established districts as enacted initially or as subsequently amended.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-30.
Extensions and alterations.  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art. 21]  

§ 173-30.  Extensions and alterations.  [Amended 5-4-1999 ATM, Art. 21]  

A.    Extension or alteration of a preexisting nonconforming single- or two-family structure shall
be permitted by right provided that such activity meets the following conditions:  

(1)    It complies with the current setback requirements.  

(2)    It complies with the current height and bulk regulations.    

B.    Preexisting nonconforming structures, other than single- or two-family structures, or uses
may be extended or altered, provided that no such extension or alteration shall be permitted
unless there is a finding by the Board of Appeals that such change, extension or alteration
shall not be substantially more detrimental than the existing nonconforming structure or use
to the neighborhood. This section shall not apply to billboards, signs and other advertising
devices subject to the provisions of MGL C. 93, §§ 29 through 33 and to C. 93D or to
establishments which display live nudity for their patrons, as defined in § 9A of MGL C.
40A, adult bookstores, adult motion-picture theaters, adult paraphernalia shops, or adult
video stores subject to the provisions of § 9A.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-31.
(Reserved) EN 

§ 173-31.  (Reserved) EN(23) 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-32.
Nonconforming lots or open space. 

§ 173-32.  Nonconforming lots or open space. 

Any nonconforming lot or open space on the lot (yards, setbacks, courts, usable open space or
building area) if already smaller or greater, as the case may be, than that required shall not be
further reduced or increased so as to be in greater nonconformity. Any off-street parking or
loading space, if already less than the number required to serve its intended use, shall not be
further reduced in number.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-33.
Change of nonconforming use to another.  

§ 173-33.  Change of nonconforming use to another.  

A.    Any nonconforming use of a structure may be changed to another nonconforming use,
provided that the changed use is not a substantially different use.  
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B.    Any nonconforming use which has been once changed to a permitted use or another
nonconforming use which is not a substantially different use shall, except a commercial
greenhouse in any R District, not again be changed to another nonconforming use.  

C.    Any nonconforming lot which has come into conformity shall not again be changed to
another nonconforming lot.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-34.
Rebuilding of damaged structures. 

§ 173-34.  Rebuilding of damaged structures. 

Any nonconforming structure damaged by fire or other cause may be rebuilt for the same
nonconforming use, provided that such reconstruction is started within one year.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-35.
Abandoned nonconforming uses.  [Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38] 

§ 173-35.  Abandoned nonconforming uses.  [Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38] 

Any nonconforming use, except for agriculture, horticulture or floriculture use, of a structure
and/or lot which has been abandoned or not used for a continuous period of two years or more
shall not be used again except by a conforming use.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-36.
Moving. 

§ 173-36.  Moving. 

Any nonconforming structure shall not be moved to any other location on the lot or any other lot
unless every portion of such structure, the use thereof and the lot shall be conforming.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  / § 173-37.
Unsafe structures. 

§ 173-37.  Unsafe structures. 

Any structure determined by the Building Inspector to be unsafe may be restored to a safe
condition, provided that such work on any nonconforming structure shall not place it in greater
nonconformity, and provided further that if the cost to restore any structure shall exceed 50% of
its physical replacement value, it shall be reconstructed only as a conforming structure and used
for a conforming use.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
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ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement 

ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-38.  Enforcement
authority. 

§ 173-38.  Enforcement authority. 

It shall be the duty of the Building Inspector to administer and enforce the provisions of this
chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-39.  Building
permits required. 

§ 173-39.  Building permits required. 

It shall be unlawful for any owner or person to erect, construct, reconstruct, alter or move a
structure or building without applying for and receiving from the Building Inspector the required
building permit therefor.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-40.  Previously
approved permits. 

§ 173-40.  Previously approved permits. 

The status of previously approved permits shall be as determined by the Zoning Act.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-41.  Certificate of
use and occupancy required. 

§ 173-41.  Certificate of use and occupancy required. 

It shall be unlawful to use or occupy any structure or lot for which a permit is required herein
without the owners applying for and receiving from the Building Inspector a certificate of use
and occupancy.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-42.
Establishment of fees. 
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§ 173-42.  Establishment of fees. 

Fees shall be established by the Selectmen.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-43.  Conformance
with subsequent amendments. 

§ 173-43.  Conformance with subsequent amendments. 

Construction or operations under a building or special permit shall conform to any subsequent
amendment of this chapter unless the use or construction is commenced within a period of six
months after the issuance of the permit and, in cases involving construction, unless such
construction is continued through to completion as continuously and expeditiously as is
reasonable.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-44.  Notice of
violation. 

§ 173-44.  Notice of violation. 

The Building Inspector shall serve a notice of violation and order to any owner or person
responsible for the erection, construction, reconstruction, conversion, alteration of a structure,
change in use or extension or displacement of use of any structure or building or lot in violation
of the provisions of this chapter or in violation of any approved plan, information or drawing
pertinent thereto or in violation of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this
chapter, and such order shall direct the discontinuance of the unlawful action, use or condition
and the abatement of the violation within a time to be specified by the Building Inspector. Any
owner who, having been served with a motion, ceases any work or other activity shall not leave
any structure or lot in such condition as to be a hazard or menace to the public safety, health,
morals or general welfare. The Building Inspector shall have the power to require that such
premises be put in such condition as he directs.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-45.  Violations
and penalties.  

§ 173-45.  Violations and penalties.  

A.    If the notice of violation and order is not complied with promptly, the Building Inspector
shall request the Selectmen to institute the appropriate action or proceeding at law or in
equity to prevent any unlawful action, use or condition and to restrain, correct or abate such
violation.  

B.    The penalty for any violation of this chapter shall be $25 per day that such violation
continues. Fines will commence 60 days after notice of the violation is sent, certified mail, to
the property owner. Fines can be reconsidered by the Zoning Board of Appeals. This chapter
may be enforced by the noncriminal method provided in MGL C. 40, § 21D. The enforcing
person for such noncriminal disposition shall be the Building Inspector or his designee.
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[Added 9-10-1985 STM, Art. 7; amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38; 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
25]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-46.  Board of
Appeals.  

§ 173-46.  Board of Appeals.  

A.    Membership. There shall be a Board of Appeals of five members. There shall be four
associate members, who may act in the absence of any regular member or in the case of
inability to act or conflict of interest on the part of any regular member.  

B.    Appointment. Members of the Board in office at the effective date of this chapter shall
continue in office. Hereafter as terms expire or vacancies occur, the Board of Selectmen shall
make appointments pursuant to the Zoning Act.  

C.    Powers. The Board shall have those powers granted under the Zoning Act.  

D.    Adoption of rules. The Board shall adopt rules to govern its proceedings pursuant to the
Zoning Act.  

E.    Appeals. Appeals to the Board may be taken by any person aggrieved by reason of his
inability to obtain a permit or enforcement action from any administrative officer under the
provisions of the Zoning Act, by the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Agency or by
any person, including an officer or board of Northbridge or of any abutting city or town,
aggrieved by an order or decision of the Building Inspector or other administrative official in
violation of the Zoning Act or this chapter. Appeals to the Board shall be taken in accordance
with the rules of the Board and the Zoning Act.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-47.  Special
permits. 

§ 173-47.  Special permits. 

Certain uses, structures or conditions are designated as in special permits in § 173-12, Table of
Use Regulations, and elsewhere in this chapter. Upon application duly made to the Board, the
Board may, in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards, grant a
special permit for such uses.  

A.    Action upon application. [Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38]  

(1)    In acting upon an application for a special permit, the special permit granting authority
shall take into consideration the following criteria:   

(a)  The appropriateness of the specific site as a location for the proposed use or
structure;   

(b)  The adequacy of public sewerage and water facilities, or the capabilities of the site
for on-lot sewerage and water provision;   

(c)  Impact on the character of the neighborhood;   

(d)  The safety of vehicles and pedestrians and the traffic to be generated by the
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proposed use or structure;   

(e)  The adequacy of other public facilities to ensure proper operation of the proposed
use or structure;   

(f)  Consistency with the 1994 Master Plan of the town.    

(2)    The special permit granting authority may grant a special permit, after consideration of
all of the criteria set forth above, where it determines that the benefits of the proposed
use or structure outweigh the detriments to the neighborhood and the town.    

B.    The Board shall also impose, in addition to the conditions specified for the following uses,
such additional conditions to those specified in this chapter as it finds reasonably appropriate
to safeguard the neighborhood or otherwise serve the purposes of this chapter, including but
not limited to the following: front, side or rear yards greater than the minimum required by
the chapter; screening, buffers or planting strip, fences or walls, as specified by the Board;
modification of the exterior appearance of the structures: limitation upon the size, number of
occupants, method and time of operation or extent of facilities, regulation of number and
location of driveways or other traffic features; and off-street parking or loading or other
special features beyond the minimum required in this chapter.  

(1)    For the erection of a structure intended for human occupancy on a lot in the West River
drainage basin, the use shall be permitted in the zoning district in which the lot in
question is located, and the floor level of any area to be occupied by human beings and
the ground level shall be at an elevation above mean sea level of at least 269 feet, as
determined by the 1953 United States Geological Survey. All land in Northbridge within
the West River drainage basin which is below this elevation is subject to flooding as the
result of the construction of the West River Dam, a flood control project for the
Blackstone River.  

(2)    Planned Business Development. [Amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 24] 

  

    Purpose. A Planned Business Development (PBD) allows for the comprehensive and
integrated development of a plot of land by permitting a mixture of open space,
commercial and light industrial uses, which can be combined in a compatible
relationship with each other. Multiple buildings may be allowed on an individual lot
and multiple uses may be allowed in each building. The PBD provides greater
flexibility in the design and layout of buildings, parking areas, and open space.   

    Applicability. The Planning Board may issue a special permit for a Planned Business
Development, if the development application is determined to be sufficiently
advantageous to render it appropriate to depart from the normal requirements of the
district to the extent authorized by the Zoning Bylaw and the development meets the
following requirements:     

   

(a)  Said development shall be located in a Business District (B-1, B-2, B-3) and/or an
Industrial District (I-1, I-2); [Amended 10-23-2007 ATM, Art. 14]   

(b)  Said lot shall be at least three acres in size;   

(c)  A development plan shall be presented for the entire area described in the
application and applicants must file a site plan under § 173-49;   

(d)  Uses allowed in a Planned Business Development located in any B District shall be
any use permitted by right or by special permit in any B District;   
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(e)  Uses allowed in a Planned Business Development located in any I District shall only
be any use permitted by right or by special permit in any I District; [Amended
10-23-2007 ATM, Art. 14]   

(f)  Multiple buildings may be allowed on individual lots and multiple uses may be
allowed in each building;   

(g)  The development area shall be served by common parking areas and have common
exits and entrances;   

(h)  Developments are subject to a maximum building coverage of 80% of the lot in any
Business District and 60% of the lot in any Industrial District. [Amended
10-23-2007 ATM, Art. 14]   

(i)    Parking: The number of parking and loading spaces required shall be determined by
using the standards for each use as provided elsewhere in this Zoning Bylaw. The
Planning Board may allow a reduction of the required number of spaces by up to
25% if it can be demonstrated that two or more uses within a single development can
share parking areas due to different hours of normal activity. A change in use of one
of the businesses shall require the construction of the full amount of parking
otherwise required unless the Planning Board grants a special permit to allow the
parking reductions to remain in effect.   

(j)    Said development shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this
provision of the Zoning Bylaw.   

(k)  For Planned Business Developments in any Industrial District, developments shall
comply with § 173-101, Design standards, of Article XVI, the Route 146 Overlay
District Bylaw. [Amended 10-23-2007 ATM, Art. 14]      

C.    Special permits shall only be issued following public hearings held within 65 days after the
filing of an application with the special-permit granting authority, a copy of which shall
forthwith be given to the Town Clerk by the applicant.  

D.    A special permit granted under this section shall lapse within two years, including such time
required to pursue or await the determination of an appeal referred to in Section 17, from the
grant thereof, if a substantial use thereof has not sooner commenced, except for good cause,
or, in the case of a permit for construction, has not begun by such date, except for good
cause.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-48.  Variances.
[Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 36] 

§ 173-48.  Variances.  [Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 36] 

Upon an appeal or a petition, with respect to particular land or structures, the Board may grant a
variance from the terms of this Zoning chapter where the Board specifically finds that, owing to
circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography or such land or structure and
especially affecting such land or structure but not affecting generally the zoning district in which
it is located, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the chapter would involve substantial
hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or appellant, and that desirable relief may be
granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without nullifying or substantially
derogating from the intent or purpose of this chapter. The Board of Appeals shall not grant use
variances in any residential district of the town. In authorizing such variance, the Board may
impose limitations both of time and use, such as but not limited to those specified in § 173-47A
and B, and a continuation of the use permitted may be conditioned upon compliance with
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regulations to be made and amended from time to time thereafter, or the Board may take any
other action in relation thereto.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-49.  Site plan
review.  

§ 173-49.  Site plan review.  

A.    A site plan for a permitted use shall be reviewed and approved by the Building Inspector.
The purpose of this review is to assure compliance with this chapter. The site plan shall be
prepared by a professional architect, professional engineer or registered land surveyor and
shall be submitted in triplicate to the Building Inspector.  

B.    The plan shall indicate all property boundaries, use and ownership of adjacent land and
location of buildings thereon within 200 feet of the property lines, driveways, driveway
opening, parking and loading spaces, service area and all facilities for screening, surface,
lighting, signs, sewage, refuse and other waste disposal, drainage, dust and erosion control
and landscaping.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-49.1.  Site plan
review by Planning Board.  [Added 9-11-1990 STM, Art. 21]  

§ 173-49.1.  Site plan review by Planning Board.  [Added 9-11-1990 STM, Art. 21]  

A.    Purpose. The purpose of this section is to protect the health, safety, convenience and general
welfare of the inhabitants of the Town of Northbridge by providing for a review of plans for
uses and structures which may have significant impacts on traffic, municipal and public
services and utilities, environmental quality, community economics and community values in
the town.  

B.    Applicability.   

(1)    The site plan review and approval provisions of this section shall apply to the following
types of structures and uses (excluding subdivisions for detached single-family
dwellings):   

(a)  Any new structure or group of structures under the same ownership on the same lot
or contiguous lots with at least 6,000 square feet of gross floor area or requiring the
provision of 10 or more parking spaces under § 173-27, Off-Street parking, loading
and landscaping standards.   

(b)  Any improvements, alteration or change in use which either results in an increase of
6,000 square feet of gross floor area or requires an addition of 10 or more parking
spaces to the amount required by § 173-27 prior to such improvement, alteration or
change in use.   

(c)  Any new structure, group of structures, improvement, alteration or change in use, as
defined above, which either results in the increase of 4,000 square feet of gross floor
area or requires the provision of seven or more parking spaces, when any portion of
the lot or parcel of land on which said structure or use is located lies within 200 feet
of a residential district.     

(2)    The calculation of increase in floor area shall be based on the aggregate of all new



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

186

structures, improvements, alterations or enlargements calculated from the date of
enactment of this section.    

C.    Basic requirements.   

(1)    No building permit can be issued for the proposed development unless an application for
site plan review has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of this section
and unless such application has been approved by the Planning Board.   

(2)    No occupancy permits shall be granted by the Building Inspector until the Planning
Board has given its approval that the development and any associated off-site
improvements conform to the approved application for site plan review and approval,
including any conditions imposed by the Planning Board.   

(3)    A temporary occupancy permit may be granted with the approval of the Planning Board
subject to conditions for completion of work (which shall include a requirement for
surety, in an amount and form to be determined by the Planning Board), imposed by the
Planning Board.    

D.    Application and review procedure.   

(1)    Submission of the plan. The applicant shall file with the Planning Board at a regularly
scheduled meeting: the completed application form, the filing fee and 11 copies each of
the site plan documents specified in this Subsection D. The Planning Board Chairman
shall acknowledge receipt of these plans by endorsing them with his/her signature and
the date of receipt. A copy of the site plan shall be given by the applicant to the Town
Clerk to be kept on file.   

(2)    Reasonable fees. The required fee shall be included with the submittal. The Board shall
also require a deposit of money sufficient to cover any additional expenses connected
with the public hearing and review of the plans. The Planning Board is authorized to
retain a registered professional engineer, architect or landscape architect, or other
professional consultants to advise the Board on any or all aspects of the site plan. The
cost of this advice shall be borne by the applicant.   

(3)    Review by other boards.   

(a)  After reviewing the submittal for completeness and determining that it is not
incomplete, the Planning Board shall transmit to the Conservation Commission,
Board of Health, Building Inspector, Road Commissioners, Safety Committee and
other boards as deemed necessary one copy each of the site plan documents. The
boards have up to 21 days for as-of-right developments and 45 days for
special-permit developments to submit recommendations, in writing, to the Planning
Board concerning:   

[1]    The adequacy of the data and procedures used by the applicant to determine the
impacts of the proposed development.   

[2]    The effects of the projected impacts of the proposed development.   

[3]    The recommended conditions or remedial measures to accommodate or mitigate
the expected impacts of the proposed development.     

(b)  Failure of an agency to report within the allotted time shall be interpreted as
nonopposition to the submitted plans.   

(c)  For the proposals not requiring a special permit, the Planning Board shall deliver its
decision, in writing, to the Building Inspector within 30 days after determining that
the application is complete, to allow the issuance of a building permit. For proposals
also requiring special permits, the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing within
65 days of the receipt of the application and shall take final action within 90 days
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from the time of hearing, as provided in MGL C. 40A, §§ 9 and 11.     

(4)    Final action. The Planning Board's final action, rendered in writing, shall consist of
either:   

(a)  Approval of the site plan based upon a determination that the proposed plan will
constitute a suitable development and is in compliance with the standards set forth in
this section;   

(b)  Disapproval of the site plan based upon a determination that the proposed project
does not meet the standards for review set forth in this section; or   

(c)  Approval of the site plan, subject to any conditions, modifications and restrictions as
required by the Board which will ensure that the project meets the standards for
review.      

E.    Submission requirements.   

(1)    A site plan shall be prepared by a registered professional engineer, architect or
landscape architect at a scale of one inch equals 20 feet, on standard twenty-four by
thirty-six-inch sheets, with narrative information on eight-and-one-half by eleven-inch
sheets.   

(2)    A site plan shall include all of the data, details and supporting information as follows:   

(a)  The name of the project, boundaries and locus maps showing the site's location in
town, date, North arrow and scale of the plan.   

(b)  Names and addresses of the owner of record, the developer and the seal of the
engineer, architect or landscape architect.   

(c)  Names and addresses of all owners of record of abutting parcels and those within
300 feet of the property line.   

(d)  All existing lot lines, easements and rights-of-way (including area in acres or square
feet), abutting land uses and the location and use of structures within 300 feet of the
site. All minimum dimensional requirements in the underlying district and setback
requirements shown on the plan.   

(e)  The locations and uses of all existing and proposed buildings and structures within
the development, including all dimensions of height and floor area, and showing all
exterior entrances and all anticipated future additions and alterations.   

(f)  The location of all present and proposed public and private ways, parking areas,
driveways, sidewalks, ramps, curbs, fences, paths, landscaping, walls and fences.
Location, type and screening details for all waste disposal containers shall also be
shown.   

(g)  The location, height, intensity, and bulb type (e.g. fluorescent, sodium incandescent)
of all external lighting fixtures. The direction of illumination and methods to
eliminate glare onto adjoining properties must also be shown.   

(h)  The location, height, size, materials and design of all proposed signage.   

(i)    The location of all present and proposed utility systems, including: sewage or septic
system; water supply system; telephone, cable and electrical systems; and storm
drainage system, including existing and proposed drain lines, culverts, catch basins,
headwalls, endwalls, hydrants, manholes and drainage swales. The Planning Board
may also request soil logs, percolation tests and storm runoff calculations for large
or environmentally sensitive development.   

(j)    Plans to prevent pollution of surface or ground water, erosion of soil, both during
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and after construction, excessive runoff, excessive raising or lowering of the water
table and flooding of other properties, as applicable.   

(k)  Existing and proposed topography at a two-foot contour interval. All elevations shall
refer to the nearest United States Geodetic Bench Mark. If any portion of the parcel
is within the one-hundred-year floodplain, the area will be shown and base flood
elevations given. Indicate areas within the proposed site and within 50 feet of the
proposed site where ground removal or filling is required and give its approximate
volume in cubic yards.   

(l)    A landscape plan showing existing natural land features, trees, forest cover and
water sources and all proposed changes to these features, including size and type of
plant material. Water sources will include ponds, lakes, brooks, streams, wetlands,
floodplains and drainage retention areas.   

(m)  Traffic flow patterns within the site, entrances and exits, loading and unloading
areas, curb cuts on site and within 100 feet of the site.   

(n)  Elevation plans at a scale of 1/4 inch equals one foot for all exterior facades of the
proposed structure(s) and/or existing facades, plus addition(s), showing design
features and indicating the type and color of materials to be used.   

(o)  Information on the location, size and type of parking, loading, storage, and service
areas; parking calculations based on the requirements of § 173-27, Off-street
parking, loading and landscaping standards.   

(p)  For large developments, those exceeding 10,000 square feet of gross floor area or
requiring more than 25 parking spaces, or for smaller developments located in high
density areas, the Planning Board may require a development impact assessment
which shall include the following:   

[1]    Traffic impact assessment.  

[a]  Purpose. The assessment will document existing traffic conditions in the
vicinity of the proposed project, describe the volume and effect of projected
traffic generated by the proposed project and identify measures proposed to
mitigate any adverse impacts on traffic.  

[b]  Format and scope.  

[i]    Existing traffic conditions; average daily and peak hour volumes,
average and peak speeds, sight distance, accident data and levels of
service (LOS) of intersections and streets likely to be affected by the
proposed development. Generally, such data shall be presented for all
streets and intersections adjacent to or within 1,000 feet of the project
boundaries.  

[ii]    The projected number of motor vehicle trips to enter or leave the site,
estimated for daily and peak hour traffic levels.  

[iii]  The projected traffic flow pattern, including vehicular movements at all
major intersections likely to be affected by the proposed use of the site.  

[iv]  The impact of this traffic upon existing abutting public and private
ways in relation to existing road capacities.  

[v]    Traffic assessment data shall be no more than 12 months as of the date
of the application.  

[vi]  The maximum value of off-site exactions is 6% of the development
costs. All off-site improvements required as a condition of site plan
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approval must be necessitated by the proposed project.       

[2]    Environmental impact assessment.  

[a]  Purpose. To describe the impacts of the proposed project with respect to
on-site and off-site environmental quality.  

[b]  Format and scope:  

[i]    Description and evaluation of potential quality of air, surface water and
groundwater adjacent to or directly affected by the proposed
development; on-site or off-site flooding, erosion and/or sedimentation
resulting from alterations to the project site, including grading changes
and increases in impervious areas; on-site or off-site hazards,
radiological emissions or other hazardous materials; adverse impacts on
temperature and wind conditions on the site and adjacent properties;
impacts on solar access of adjacent properties; and off-site noise or
light impacts.  

[ii]    Evaluation of the adequacy of existing or proposed systems and
services for water supply and disposal of liquid and solid wastes.  

[iii]  Description of proposed measures for mitigation of any potential
adverse impacts identified above.       

[3]    Fiscal impact assessment; format and scope.  

[a]  Projections of cost arising from increased demands on public services and
infrastructure.  

[b]  Projections of the impacts from increased tax revenue, employment
(construction and permanent), and value of the public infrastructure to be
provided.  

[c]  Projections of the impacts of the proposed development on the values of
adjoining properties.  

[d]  Five-year projections of increased Town revenues and costs resulting from
the proposed development.     

[4]    Community impact assessment; format and scope:  

[a]  Evaluation of the relation of the proposed new or altered structure to the
surrounding community in terms of character and intensity of the use (e.g.,
scale, materials, colors, setbacks, roof and cornice lines and other major
design elements); and the location and configuration of proposed structures,
parking areas and open space with respect to neighboring properties.  

[b]  Identification of impacts on significant historical properties, districts or
areas or archaeological resources (if any) in the vicinity of the proposed
development.  

[c]  Evaluation of the proposed project's consistency of compatibility with
existing local and regional plans.       

(q)  A copy of all permits, approvals, variances and applications applied for and obtained
for the project and property, including an application for utility connection permits.     

(3)    The Planning Board may waive any of the requirements listed above if it believes that
said requirement is not necessary based upon the size and scope of the project.    

F.    Standards for review. The Planning Board shall review the site plan and supporting
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materials, taking into consideration the reasonable fulfillment of the objectives listed below.
Detailed design guidelines and performance standards shall be adopted to guide decisions
with respect to these objectives and to help ensure consistency in the review of all
applications.   

(1)    Legal. Conformance with the provisions of the bylaws of the town, the General Laws of
Massachusetts and all applicable rules and regulations of local, state and federal
agencies.   

(2)    Traffic. Convenience and safety of both vehicular and pedestrian movement within the
site and in relationship to adjoining ways and properties.   

(3)    Parking. Provisions for the off-street loading and unloading of vehicles, incidental to the
normal operation of the establishment; adequate parking; adequate lighting; and internal
traffic control.   

(4)    Town services. Reasonable demands placed on Town services and infrastructure.   

(5)    Pollution control. Adequacy of methods for sewage and refuse disposal and the
protection from pollution of both surface waters and groundwater. This includes
minimizing soil erosion both during and after construction.   

(6)    Nuisance. Protection of abutting properties and Town amenities from any undue
disturbance caused by excessive or unreasonable noise, smoke, vapors, fumes, dust,
odors, glare, stormwater runoff, etc.   

(7)    Existing vegetation. Minimizing the area over which existing vegetation is to be
removed. Where tree removal is necessary, special attention shall be given to the
planting of replacement trees.   

(8)    Amenities. The applicant's efforts to integrate the proposed development into the
existing landscape through design features, such as vegetative buffers, roadside planting
and the retention of open space and agricultural land.   

(9)    Town character. The setback areas and location of parking, architectural compatibility,
signage and landscaping of the development and how these features harmonize with the
surrounding townscape and the natural landscape.    

G.    Conditions, limitations and safeguards. In granting approval of an application, the Planning
Board may impose conditions, limitations and safeguards which shall be in writing and shall
be a part of such approval. Such conditions may include, among other matters and subjects:   

(1)    Controls on the location and type of access to the site.   

(2)    Controls on the number of vehicles that arrive or depart during the morning and/or
evening peak hours (including controls on the maximum number of vehicles which may
use the off-street parking during said periods).   

(3)    Requirements for off-site improvements to improve the capacity and safety of roads,
intersections, pedestrianways, water, sewer, drainage and other public facilities which
are likely to be affected by the proposed development.   

(4)    Requirements of donation and/or dedication of land for right-of-way to provide for
future roadway and/or intersection widenings or improvements.   

(5)    Requirements for securing the performance of all work, including proposed off-site
improvements, by either of the following methods:   

(a)  A performance bond, a deposit of money, negotiable securities or pass book in an
amount determined by the Planning Board to be sufficient to cover the cost of all or
any part of the improvements required as conditions of approval; or   
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(b)  A covenant running with the land, executed and duly recorded by the owner of
record, whereby the required improvements shall be completed before the property
may be conveyed by other than a mortgage deed.     

(6)    Conditions to minimize off-street impacts on traffic and environmental quality during
construction.   

(7)    In granting site plan approval, the Planning Board may require reduction in scale of the
proposed development, including reductions in floor area or lot coverage.    

H.    Modification of approved site plans.   

(1)    In the event a modification is made to an approved site plan, the applicant shall submit
to the Planning Board a written description of the proposed modifications and 11 copies
of the revised plan. All but minor modifications shall be subject to the same review and
hearing procedures as was the original filing.   

(2)    For minor and insignificant modifications, the Planning Board shall determine that an
additional public hearing is not warranted. This determination shall be made only after
the written request and 11 copies of the plan showing the modifications have been
submitted to and reviewed by the Planning Board. Within 21 days of receipt of written
request and plans, a copy of the determination and revised plans shall be filed with the
Town Clerk and the Building Inspector. Failure to act within the specified time period
shall be deemed as approval.    

I.    Enforcement.   

(1)    The Planning Board may require the posting of a bond or other similar performance
guaranty to ensure compliance with the plan and stated conditions of approval. It may
suspend any permit or license when work is not performed as required.   

(2)    Any approval issued under this section shall lapse within one year if a substantial use
thereof has not commenced, except to good cause. The time required to pursue and await
determination of a judicial appeal pursuant to MGL C. 40A shall not be included within
the one-year time limit. [Amended 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38]   

(3)    The Planning Board may periodically amend or add rules and regulations relating to the
procedures and administration of this section, by majority vote of the Board, after
conducting a public hearing to receive comments on any proposed revisions. Such
hearing shall be advertised twice in a newspaper of general local circulation, at least 14
days prior to the hearing date.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE X, Administration and Enforcement  / § 173-49.2.  Associate
Planning Board member.  [Added 10-28-1997, Art. 21]  

§ 173-49.2.  Associate Planning Board member.  [Added 10-28-1997, Art. 21]  

A.    Establishment. There shall be one associate member of the Planning Board as authorized
under MGL C. 40A, § 9.  

B.    Mode of appointment. The Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen shall hold a joint
vote to appoint an associate member of the Board. The appointment shall be for a term of
three years.  

C.    Authorities and responsibilities. The Chairman of the Planning Board may designate an
associate member to sit on the Board for the purposes of acting on a special permit
application, in the case of absence, inability to act or conflict of interest on the part of any
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member of the Planning Board or in the event of a vacancy on the Board.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XI, Amendments, Severability and When Effective 

ARTICLE XI, Amendments, Severability and When Effective 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XI, Amendments, Severability and When Effective  / § 173-50.
Amendments. 

§ 173-50.  Amendments. 

This chapter may be amended from time to time in accordance with the Zoning Act. During the
amendment procedure, subdivision plans in process of review by the Planning Board under the
Subdivision Control Law shall be subject to the provisions of the Zoning Act.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XI, Amendments, Severability and When Effective  / § 173-51.
Severability. 

§ 173-51.  Severability. 

The invalidity, unconstitutionality or illegality of any provision of this chapter or boundary
shown on the Zoning Map shall not have any effect upon the validity, constitutionality or legality
of any other provision or boundary.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XI, Amendments, Severability and When Effective  / § 173-52.
When effective. 

§ 173-52.  When effective. 

This chapter shall take effect upon the date of the vote of the Town Meeting if the procedure
provided for in MGL C. 40, § 32, is subsequently followed.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XII, (Reserved) 

ARTICLE XII, (Reserved) 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XII, (Reserved)  / § 173-53.  through § 173-69 (Reserved) EN  
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§ 173-53.  through § 173-69 (Reserved) EN(24)  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25] 

ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 23;
amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-70.  Purpose. 

§ 173-70.  Purpose. 

The purpose of the Aquifer Protection Districts is to protect the public health by preventing
contamination of the ground and surface water resources providing public water supply.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-71.  Definitions. 

§ 173-71.  Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  -- Any substance or combination of substances which, because of
quantity, concentration or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, poses a significant
present or potential hazard to water supplies or to human health if disposed into or on any land or
water in the Town of Northbridge. Any substance deemed a hazardous waste under Section 3001
of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, as amended, 40 CFR, Part 261, shall
also be deemed a hazardous material for the purposes of this Zoning chapter.   

IMPERVIOUS  -- Impenetrable by surface water.   

ZONE 1  -- The area of the aquifer and upland till/bedrock recharge areas which contribute water
to a well under severe recharge and pumping conditions. Zone 1 is indicated on the Aquifer
Protection Districts Map. Zone 1 includes, but is not limited to, that area of land to be regulated
by the Town pursuant to 310 CMR 22.21, Subsection 2, in which the Town is charged with the
acquisition of land around Town wells to prevent contamination of drinking water supplies.   

ZONE 2  -- The land beyond Zone 1 from which surface water drains into Zone 1. Zone 2 is
indicated on the Aquifer Protection Districts Map.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-72.  Establishment of Districts.  
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§ 173-72.  Establishment of Districts.  

A.    Overlay districts. The Aquifer Protection Districts are herein established as overlay districts.
The Aquifer Protection Districts include the wellfields of the Whitinsville Water Company
and all of the surrounding drainage basins to the extent of the watershed divide. The Aquifer
Protection Districts are described on a map entitled "Aquifer Protection Districts, Town of
Northbridge, February 9, 1995" with zone boundary lines prepared by Whitman and Howard
of Wellesley, Massachusetts. This map is hereby made a part of this Zoning chapter and is on
file in the office of the Town Clerk.  

B.    Boundary disputes.  

(1)    Where the bounds of the Aquifer Protection Districts are in dispute, as delineated on the
Aquifer Protection Districts Map, the burden of proof shall be upon the owners of the
land in question to show where they should properly be located. Resolution of boundary
disputes shall be through a special permit application to the Planning Board for a waiver
from the provisions of this article. The Planning Board shall not grant a special permit
under this section unless the applicant demonstrates, in conformance with the criteria set
forth in 310 CMR 24.00, that the provisions governing the Aquifer Protection District(s)
under this article may be waived without detrimental effect to groundwater quality as
specified herein. Any application for a special permit under this subsection shall be
accompanied by documentation prepared by a person who meets the following two
requirements:   

(a)  Is experienced in delineating hydrogeologic zones in Massachusetts; and   

(b)  Has one of the following credentials: 

   

    Title   Conferring Entity     

    Registered professional
hydrogeologist  

 American Institute of Hydrology   

    Certified professional geologic
scientist  

 American Institute of Professional
Geological Scientists   

    Registered professional
engineer, sanitary  

 Commonwealth of Massachusetts   

    Certified groundwater
professional  

 Association of Ground- water Scientists
and Engineers   

    Certified professional soil
scientist  

 American Registry of Certified
Professionals in Agronomy, Crops and
Soils, Ltd.     

   

(c)  As an exception to the above requirement, a registered land surveyor may make a
determination of the location and extent of Zone 2, by defining the watershed in
which the Town well is located. The determination of the location and extent of
Zone 1 shall be in conformance with the criteria set forth in 310 CMR 24.00, the
Aquifer Land Acquisition Program, as administered by the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection. The applicant shall provide information in
substantial conformance with specifications for delineation of Zones 2 and 3,
therein, on file with the Town Clerk. Whenever an application for a special permit is
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filed with the Planning Board under this section, the Planning Board and the
applicant shall fulfill the requirements of § 173-47, herein.        

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-73.  Use regulations. EN  

§ 173-73.  Use regulations. EN(25)  

A.    Within an Aquifer Protection District, the requirements of the underlying districts continue to
apply, except that uses are prohibited where indicated by "-" in the following schedule, and
require a special permit where indicated by "S", even where the underlying district
requirements are more permissive. Uses permitted in an Aquifer Protection District are
indicated by "P". 

  

 Schedule of Use Regulations   

 Use   Zone 1   Zone 2     

 Principal Uses         

    Manufacture, use, storage, transport, or disposal of
hazardous materials as a principal activity  

  --     --    

 Sanitary landfill, septage lagoon, wastewater treatment
facility for municipal or industrial wastes  

  --     --    

 Road salt stockpile    --     --    

 Junkyard; salvage yard; truck terminal or school bus
parking facility with more than 10 parking spaces  

  --     --    

 Gasoline station, car wash, auto repair or auto body shop,
marine repair shop  

  --     --    

 Single- and two-family dwellings, with accessory structures
and uses, on a lot containing at least 40,000 square feet  

 P   P   

 Any building, structure or use other than single- or
two-family dwellings, with accessory structures and uses on
a lot with less than 40,000 square feet in area, to be served
by an on-site system for the disposal of wastewater  

       

 Any building, structure or use, other than single- or
two-family dwellings, with accessory structures and uses,
on a lot with 40,000 square feet or more, to be served by an
on-site system for the disposal of wastewater with a de- sign
capacity no greater than set forth in 310 CRM 22.21(2)(a)  

 P   P   

 Accessory Uses [Amended 6-8-2004 ATM, Art. 24;
10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 13; 5-2-2006 ATM, Art. 13] 
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 Schedule of Use Regulations   

 Use   Zone 1   Zone 2     

    Underground storage of hazardous materials, including
fuel oil and gasoline  

  --    S   

    Aboveground storage of hazardous materials in
quantities greater than associated with normal household
use, other than fuel oil for residential heating purposes  

  --    S   

    Any use generating hazardous wastes in quantities
greater than associated with normal household use  

  --    S   

    Animal feedlots, manure storage    --     --    

 Other Uses [Amended 6-8-2004 ATM, Art. 24; 10-25-2005
ATM, Art. 13; 5-2-2006 ATM, Art. 13] 

       

    Rendering impervious more than 20% of total lot area,
regardless of size  

 S   S   

    Disposal of snow from outside the district    --    S   

    Removal of earth, loam, sand or gravel or any other
mineral in excess of 10 cubic yards  

  --    S   

    Any use, including a single- or two-family dwelling,
having on-site disposal system for domestic wastes with
a design capacity no greater than set forth in 310 CMR
22.21(2)(a)  

 S   S   

    Grading resulting in creation of exterior grades less than
five feet above maximum groundwater elevation  

  --    S     

  

B.    Where a portion of the lot is located partially within and partially without the Aquifer
Protection District, site design shall, to the extent feasible, locate potential pollution sources
outside the district boundaries.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-74.  Special permit granting
authority.  

§ 173-74.  Special permit granting authority.  

A.    Establishment. The special permit granting authority (SPGA) shall be the Planning Board.
Such special permit shall be granted if the SPGA determines that the intent of this Article
XIII, as well as the specific criteria herein, are met. In making such determination, the SPGA
shall give consideration to the simplicity, reliability and feasibility of the control measures
proposed and the degree of threat to groundwater quality which would result if the control
measures failed.  

B.    Application. Whenever an application for a special permit is filed with the Planning Board



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

197

under this Article XIII, the Planning Board shall transmit, within six working days of the
filing of the completed application, copies of the application, accompanying site plan and
other documentation to the Board of Health, Conservation Commission, Building Inspector,
Director of Public Works, Fire Chief and the Town Engineer for their consideration, review
and report. The copies necessary to fulfill this requirement shall be furnished by the
applicant. An application shall not be deemed complete until all copies of required
information and documentation have been filed with the Planning Board. The Planning
Board shall notify applicants by registered mail, within 14 days of submittal, of incomplete
application status, and the applicant shall have 14 days from the mailing of such notice to
complete an application. Failure to complete an application within such time shall result in a
return of all materials to the applicant, without prejudice. Reports shall be submitted by the
date of the public hearing, but in any case within 35 days of receipt of the reviewing party of
all of the required materials; failure of these reviewing parties to make recommendations
after having received copies of all such required materials shall be deemed a lack of
opposition thereto. In the event that the public hearing by the Planning Board is held prior to
the expiration of the thirty-five-day period, the Planning Board shall continue the public
hearing to permit the formal submission of reports and recommendations within that
thirty-five-day period. The decision/findings of the Planning Board shall contain, in writing,
an explanation for any departures from the recommendations of any reviewing party.  

C.    Applicability. Any special permit required under Article III shall be in addition to and
separate from any other special permit required under this chapter.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-75.  Special permit criteria. 

§ 173-75.  Special permit criteria. 

Special permits under § 173-74 shall be granted only if the SPGA determines, after reviewing
the recommendations of the reviewing parties delineated in § 173-74B, that groundwater quality
resulting from on-site wastewater disposal or other operations on-site shall not fall below the
more restrictive of federal or state standards for water or, if existing groundwater quality is
already below those standards, on-site disposal or operations shall result in no further
deterioration.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-76.  Submittals.  

§ 173-76.  Submittals.  

A.    In applying for a special permit under this Article XIII, the SPGA shall require the
information listed below, unless waived or modified by the SPGA, with reasons therefor.  

B.    Where called for below, site plans shall be submitted on twenty-four-inch by thirty-six-inch
sheets, on a minimum scale of one inch equals 40 feet, and prepared by registered
professional engineer and a registered land surveyor. In addition to the information required
below, site plans submitted under this section shall also include the following:  

(1)    All property lines;  

(2)    All adjacent public streets;  
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(3)    All existing and proposed buildings, structures, parking areas and service areas;  

(4)    All facilities for sewage, refuse and other waste disposal;  

(5)    Facilities for surface water drainage, both temporary and permanent;  

(6)    Future expansion areas.    

C.    Required submissions.  

(1)    A complete list of all chemicals, pesticides, fuels or other potentially hazardous
materials to be used or stored on the premises in quantities greater than associated with
normal household use, accompanied by a description of the measures proposed to
protect all storage containers from vandalism, corrosion and leakage and to provide for
control of spills.  

(2)    A description of all potentially hazardous wastes to be generated in quantities greater
than associated with normal household use, accompanied by a description of the
measures proposed to protect all waste storage containers from vandalism, corrosion,
and leakage and to provide for control of spills.  

(3)    For aboveground storage of hazardous materials or waste, certification by a registered
professional engineer that such storage facilities or containers are in compliance with all
applicable federal or state regulations and in compliance with design specifications as
prepared by a registered professional engineer.  

(4)    For any proposed activity on a lot, other than a single- or two-family dwelling and
structures and uses accessory thereto, which will render more than 20% of the total lot
area impervious, the application shall be accompanied by a site plan, containing the
items specified herein and also containing drainage calculations, utilizing United States
Soil Conservation Service methodology, demonstrating that any increase in the volume
of runoff shall be recharged on-site and diverted towards areas with vegetation for
surface infiltration to the maximum extent possible. The site plan shall be accompanied
by a narrative statement explaining the use of dry wells, which shall be allowed only
upon a showing that other methods are infeasible, and that dry wells shall be preceded
by oil, grease and sediment traps to facilitate removal of contaminants.  

(5)    For any use, other than a single- or two-family dwelling and structures and uses
accessory thereto, retaining less than 20% of lot area in its natural vegetative state, the
application shall be accompanied by a site plan containing the items specified herein and
also containing evidence to demonstrate that such removal of vegetative cover shall not
result in decreased recharge of the groundwater deposit or increased sedimentation of
surface waters. The site plan shall indicate any restoration proposals or erosion control
measures proposed on the premises.  

(6)    For any use, other than a single- or two-family dwelling and structures and uses
accessory thereto, with an on-site disposal system for domestic or industrial wastes with
a design capacity of greater than 1,500 gallons per day, as required by 310 CNM 15.00,
certification by a registered professional engineer that the disposal system has been
installed in compliance with design specifications and a narrative statement, by a
registered professional engineer, assessing the impact, if any, of nitrates, coliform
bacteria and hazardous materials from the disposal system to groundwater quality on the
premises, land adjacent to the premises and on any wellfield(s) down gradient from the
proposed disposal system.  

(7)    For disposal of snow from outside the district; removal of earth, loam, sand and gravel
or any other mineral in excess of 10 cubic yards; and/or grading resulting in creation of
exterior grades less than five feet above maximum groundwater elevation, applications
shall be accompanied by a site plan containing the items specified herein and by a
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narrative statement, prepared by a registered professional engineer, assessing the
impacts, if any, of the proposed activity on groundwater and surface water quality on the
premises, land adjacent to the premises and on any wellfield(s) down gradient from the
proposed activity or use.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-77.  Decision. 

§ 173-77.  Decision. 

The Planning Board shall approve, approve with conditions or deny an application for a special
permit that is governed in any manner, by the provisions of this Article XIII. Any conditions
imposed by the Planning Board shall be in accordance with the submittal criteria set forth in
§ 173-76.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIII, Aquifer Protection Districts  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art.
23; amended 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 25]  / § 173-78.  through § 173-79 (Reserved)   

§ 173-78.  through § 173-79 (Reserved)   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24] 

ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-80.  Special permit required. 

§ 173-80.  Special permit required. 

The Planning Board may, upon the grant of a special permit in accordance with the provisions in
this article, modify dimensional requirements otherwise required in this chapter for lots within a
flexible development.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-81.  Purpose. 

§ 173-81.  Purpose. 

The purpose of this Article XIV, Flexible Development, is to encourage the presentation of open
land for its scenic beauty and to enhance agricultural, open space, forestry and recreational use;
to preserve historical and archaeological resources; to protect the natural environment; to protect
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the value of real property; to promote more sensitive siting of buildings and better overall site
planning; to perpetuate the appearance of Northbridge's traditional New England landscape; to
allow landowners a reasonable return on their investment; to facilitate the construction and
maintenance of streets, utilities and public services in a more economical and efficient manner;
and to promote the development of housing affordable to low- and moderate-income families.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-82.  Applicability. 

§ 173-82.  Applicability. 

Any creation of five or more lots, whether a subdivision or not, from a parcel or set of
continuous parcels held in common ownership and located entirely within the R-1 or R-2
Districts, may proceed under this Article XIV, Flexible Development, pursuant to issuance of a
special permit by the Planning Board, as indicated in § 173-12, Table of Use Regulations. Such
special permits shall be acted upon in accordance with the following provisions.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-83.  Procedures. 

§ 173-83.  Procedures. 

Applicants for flexible development shall file with the Planning Board six copies of the
following:  

A.    A development plan conforming to the requirements for a preliminary subdivision plan under
the Subdivision Regulations of the Planning Board.EN(26) Such plan shall indicate proposed
topography, wetlands and, unless the development is to be sewered, the results of deep soil
test pits and percolation tests at the rate of one per acre, but in no case fewer than four per
flexible development. Where wetland delineation is in doubt or dispute, the Planning Board
shall require the applicant to submit to the Conservation Commission a request for
determination of applicability pursuant to MGL C. 131, § 40, and 310 CMR 10.05(3). The
Planning Board shall refer data on proposed wastewater disposal to the Board of Health for
its review and recommendation.  

B.    Any additional information required by the Planning Board to make the determination and
assessments cited herein.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-84.  Determination of density. 

§ 173-84.  Determination of density. 

Based on the information submitted pursuant to § 173-83 above, the Planning Board shall
determine the maximum number of dwelling units allowed on the premises. The maximum
number of units shall be limited to the number of single-family dwelling units that could be
constructed in an orthodox subdivision on the site in full conformance with all zoning,
subdivision and other applicable state and local regulations and without the proposal of
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extraordinary engineering measures. Where the maximum number of units is in doubt or dispute,
the determination of the Planning Board (and its consulting engineer) shall be conclusive for all
purposes.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-85.  Modification of lot requirements. 

§ 173-85.  Modification of lot requirements. 

The Planning Board may authorize modification of lot size, shape and other bulk requirements
for lots within a flexible development, subject to the following limitations:  

A.    Lots having reduced area or frontage shall not have frontage on a street other than a street
created by a subdivision involved.  

B.    Each lot shall contain not less than 1/2 of the area required in the district in which the lot is
located and have frontage of not less than 50 feet.  

C.    Each lot shall have at least 50% of the required yards and 25% of the lot width in the district
in which it is located.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-86.  Open space requirements. 

§ 173-86.  Open space requirements. 

A minimum of 30% of the parcel shown on the development plan shall be contiguous open
space, excluding required yards and buffer areas. Such open space may be separated by the
road(s) constructed within the flexible development. Not more than 25% of such open space
shall be wetlands, as defined pursuant to MGL C. 131, § 40.  

A.    The required open space shall be used for conservation, historic preservation and education,
outdoor education, recreation, park purposes, agriculture, horticulture, forestry or for a
combination of these uses and shall be served by suitable access for such purposes.  

B.    The required open space shall remain unbuilt upon, provided that 10% of such open space
may be paved or built upon for structures accessory to the dedicated use or uses of such open
space, pedestrian walks and bikepaths.  

C.    Underground utilities to serve the flexible development site may be located within the
required open space.  

D.    The required open space shall, at the owner's election, be conveyed to:  

(1)    The Town of Northbridge or its Conservation Commission;  

(2)    A nonprofit organization, the principal purpose of which is the conservation of open
space and any of the purposes for such open space set forth above;  

(3)    A corporation or trust owned jointly or in common by the owners of lots within the
flexible development. If such corporation or trust is utilized, ownership thereof shall
pass with conveyance of the lots is perpetuity. Maintenance of the open space and
facilities shall be permanently guaranteed by such corporation or trust which shall
provide for mandatory assessments for maintenance expenses to each lot. Each such
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trust or corporation shall be deemed to have assented to allow the Town of Northbridge
to perform maintenance of the open space and facilities, if the trust or corporation fails
to provide adequate maintenance and shall grant the Town an easement for this purpose.
In such event, the Town shall first provide 14 days' written notice to the trust or
corporation as to the inadequate maintenance and, if the trust or corporation fails to
complete such maintenance, the Town may perform it. The owner of each lot shall be
deemed to have assented to the Town filing a lien against each lot in the development
for the full cost of such maintenance, which liens shall be released upon payment to the
Town of same. Each individual deed and the deed or trust or articles of incorporation
shall include provisions designed to effect these provisions. Documents creating such
trust or corporation shall be submitted to the Planning Board for approval, and shall
thereafter be recorded in the Registry of Deeds.    

E.    Any proposed open space, unless conveyed to the Town or its Conservation Commission
shall be subject to a recorded restriction enforceable by the Town providing that such land
shall be perpetually kept in an open state, that it shall be preserved for exclusively
agricultural, horticultural, educational or recreational purposes and that it shall be maintained
in a manner which will ensure its suitability for its intended purposes.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-87.  Buffer areas. 

§ 173-87.  Buffer areas. 

All dwellings and structures shall be located a minimum of 50 feet from adjacent properties.
Buffer areas shall be retained in their natural vegetative state to the maximum extent feasible,
except where adjacent to agriculturally used property.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-88.  Decision. 

§ 173-88.  Decision. 

The Planning Board may approve, approve with conditions or deny an application for a flexible
development in accordance with § 173-47 of the Zoning Chapter and after assessing whether the
flexible development better promotes the objectives of Article XIV, herein, than would orthodox
development.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIV, Flexible Development  [Added 10-22-1996 ATM, Art. 24]  /
§ 173-89.  Relation to other requirements. 

§ 173-89.  Relation to other requirements. 

The submittals and permits of this section shall be in addition to any other requirements of the
Subdivision Control LawEN(27) or any other provisions of this Zoning Chapter.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22] 

ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added 11-14-2000 ATM,
Art. 22] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-90.  Purpose and intent. 

§ 173-90.  Purpose and intent. 

The purpose and intent of the Open Space Development Overlay District is to:  

A.    Provide greater choice in the type of housing to correspond to the varying needs of Town
residents in different stages of their lives.  

B.    Ensure that the development of additional housing units does not detract from the livability,
scale, character or economic value of existing residential neighborhoods.  

C.    Encourage the preservation of open space for conservation, outdoor recreation and park
purposes.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-91.  Permitted uses.  

§ 173-91.  Permitted uses.  

A.    In areas of the Town designated as Open Space Development Overlay District(s), the
existing, underlying zoning designation shall remain applicable and any use permitted in the
underlying zone shall continue to be permitted on the terms and conditions provided for such
uses in such underlying district, except as provided in Subsection C.  

B.    In the Open Space Development Overlay District(s), the Planning Board may, upon the grant
of a special permit in accordance with the provisions of this article, also authorize the
following uses: 

  

    Single-family dwellings, townhouses, hotels, motels, conference and function facilities,
related food service facilities, golf courses, tennis courts, bike trails and related active and
passive recreational uses including field sports and club houses.     

  

C.    If the Planning Board issues a special permit for any of the uses authorized in Subsection B,
the uses otherwise permitted in the underlying zoning district shall no longer be permitted on
the land subject to the special permit and the land shall only be used for uses authorized by
such special permit.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-92.  Development standards. 

§ 173-92.  Development standards. 

An Open Space Development must conform to the following development standards, provided
that in appropriate circumstances the Planning Board may waive minor non-conformities.  

A.    Tract size. Any tract of land proposed for an open space development shall have an area of at
least 175 acres.  

B.    Open space. At least 51% of the entire tract of an open space development shall be
maintained as open space.  

C.    Density. The total number of residential units in an open space development shall not exceed
1.0 units per buildable acre of land.  

D.    Nonbuildable land. For the purposes of this section, nonbuildable land includes all of the
following:  

(1)    Wetlands resource areas as defined in M.G.L. C. 131, § 40 and the regulations adopted
thereunder;  

(2)    Slopes in excess of 15%; and  

(3)    Land prohibited from development by easement or covenant.    

E.    Access and interior ways. There must be a least two points of access to and exit from an open
space development from public streets. At least one point of access must be from a public
way within the Town of Northbridge. Access within the tract between required points of
access shall include at least one street constructed in accordance with the requirements for a
secondary street under the Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land.EN(28)  

F.    Townhouse design and layout. No townhouse structure shall contain more than six
residential units. Townhouse structures shall be no closer than 35 feet to an adjacent
residential structure.  

G.    Single-family lots. Single family lots within the open space development shall comply with
the minimum lot size, width and yard requirements provided in § 173-85. (Flexible
Development bylaw)  

H.    Perimeter buffer. There shall be a perimeter buffer of at least 50 feet from structures along
the boundaries of the open space development tract. The perimeter buffer may be considered
part of the common open space, and active and passive recreational uses may be located
therein.  

I.    Utilities. All utilities, including but not limited to electric, water and sewerage, shall be
placed underground.  

J.    Residential mixture. No more than 70% of the residential units in an open space development
shall be townhouse units, and no more than 70% of the residential units shall be detached
single family units.  

K.    K. Height. No residential building shall exceed two and one half stories and 35 feet in height
unless the special permit granting authority determines that a higher structure will not be
detrimental to the character or aesthetic quality of the development or surrounding
community.  

L.    Water and sewerage. Each residential unit must be served with public water service and be
connected to the public sewerage system or to a private on site waste treatment facility
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(package treatment plant) approved by the Department of Environmental Protection.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-93.  Open space use and design.  

§ 173-93.  Open space use and design.  

The open space shall be designed and maintained in accordance with the following standards:  

(1)  Open space shall be planned as large, contiguous parcels whenever possible. Strips or narrow
parcels of open space shall be permitted only when necessary for access or as vegetated
buffers along the site perimeter.  

(2)  Open space may be located in more than one parcel, provided that the size, shape and
location of such parcels are suitable for the designated uses.  

(3)  No more than 15% of the open space shall be covered by impervious surfaces.  

(4)  The open space must include an 18 hole golf course and may also be used for other passive
and permitted active recreational uses, conservation, preservation, forestry, agriculture,
natural buffers, structures necessary for approved uses and utilities.  

(5)  Uses of the open space shall in all instances require approval by the Planning Board.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-94.  Special permit procedures.  

§ 173-94.  Special permit procedures.  

A.    Submission of site plan. The applicant shall submit an application for an open space
development special permit, together with a site plan, to the Planning Board at a regularly
scheduled meeting. A copy of the application and site plan shall also be filed with the Town
Clerk. The Planning Board will notify the Conservation Commission, Zoning Board of
Appeals, Board of Selectmen, DPW, and Safety Committee of the time and location of the
hearing scheduled to consider the application and site plan. The contents of a site plan shall
be consistent with, to the extent applicable, the requirements of § 173-49.1 (Site Plan
Review), and the preliminary plan requirements of the Rules and Regulations Governing the
Subdivision of Land,EN(29) provided that single family residences need not be shown, and
provided further that the Planning Board may waive or modify any requirements that it
determines to be unnecessary or burdensome in particular cases.  

B.    Submission of definitive subdivision plan.  

(1)    Applicants for an open space development containing a subdivision shall submit a
definitive plan complying with the definitive plan requirements of the Rules and
Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land.EN(30) The definitive subdivision plan
may be submitted after the approval of an open space development special permit, in
which case the approved site plan will be treated as an approved preliminary plan.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
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11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-95.  Deed restrictions.  

§ 173-95.  Deed restrictions.  

A.    The applicant shall ensure through deed restrictions that the open space is kept in an open
state in perpetuity and will not be built upon for uses not permitted in the previous sections
of this Article, provided however, that such restrictions shall not prohibit additional
development of the site which complies with this by-law and is approved pursuant to the
special permit procedures provided herein.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-96.  Criteria for granting a special permit.  

§ 173-96.  Criteria for granting a special permit.  

A.    The Planning Board may approve an open space development special permit if the Board
finds that all of the following conditions are met:  

(1)    The application, site plan and supporting materials substantially conform to the
requirements of this section.  

(2)    The application has provided satisfactory methods of ensuring the performance of any
special conditions included in the application and site plan including specifically the
provisions concerning open space.  

(3)    The applicant successfully demonstrates to the Planning Board that the development
meets the criteria provided in § 173-47 (Special permits), and will be more beneficial to
the community than the uses of the site allowed by the underlying zoning.    

B.    The Planning Board, in granting an open space development special permit, may impose
such additional conditions as the Planning Board finds will serve the public interest, safety
and the purposes of the open space development by-law.  

C.    No construction, reconstruction, or subdivision except as shown on the site plan, shall occur
without further submission of plans to the special permit granting authority, and a notation to
this effect shall appear upon the approved plan.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XV, Open Space Development Overlay District  [Added
11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 22]  / § 173-97.  Fees and security.  

§ 173-97.  Fees and security.  

A.    In addition to the required fee for a special permit, the provisions of § 173-49.1D(2) relating
to additional expenses, shall apply to applications for an open space special permit.  

B.    Prior to the issuance of building permits pursuant to any special permit granted under this
Article, the applicant shall provide performance security in a form acceptable to the Planning
Board and in an amount sufficient to assure the completion of interior ways and required site
improvements. Such security shall be coordinated with any security required under the
subdivision control law, if applicable, and may be provided in phases under appropriate
circumstances with the approval of the Planning Board. 
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 Legal Description of Open Space Development Overlay District     

 A certain parcel of land situated in the Town of Northbridge, Worcester, County, Massachusetts
bounded and described as follows:   

 Beginning at a point at the most westerly corner of the parcel to be described.   

 Thence N 53° 34' 58" E, a distance of 535.48 to a point;   

 Thence N 07° 48' 28" W, a distance of 135 feet more or less to a point at the Southerly side of
Upton Street;   

 Thence North Easterly by Upton Street, a distance of 1,700 feet more or less to a point.   

 Thence N 56° 05' 28" E., continuing by Upton Street a distance of 448.17 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 56° 03' 10" E., a distance of 633.10 continuing by Upton Street to a point on the
boundary between the Town of Northbridge and the Town of Upton;   

 Thence S 33° 18' 40" E, a distance of 3,664.84 feet by the boundary between to Town of
Northbridge and the Town of Upton to a point;   

 Thence S 00° 26' 51" E, a distance of 309.86 feet to a point;   

 Thence S 34° 38' 32" W, distance of 950.82 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 40° 36' 17" W, a distance of 1984.78 feet to a point;   

 Thence S 31° 35' 58" W, a distance of 1231.74 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 54° 55' 45" W, a distance of 222.52 feet to a point;   

 Thence S 49° 05' 02" W, a distance of 258.98 feet to a point on the northeasterly sideline of
School Street;   

 Thence northwesterly on a curve to the left with a radius of 1630.00 feet for an arc distance of
143.35 feet by the northeasterly sideline of School Street to a point;   

 Thence N 38° 14' 07" E, a distance of 10.98 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 12° 44 00" E, a distance of 63.85 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 18° 52' 11" W, a distance of 115.88 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 28° 12' 11" W, a distance of 153.40 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 32° 50' 11" W, a distance 132.90 feet to a point;   

 Thence N.49° 00' 18" W., a distance of 149.19 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 56° 21' 49" E, a distance of 71.00 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 09° 40' 49" E, a distance of 69.25 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 34° 13' 11" a distance of 102.50 feet to a point;   

 Thence S 52° 14' 49" W, a distance of 39.63 feet to a point;   
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 Legal Description of Open Space Development Overlay District     

 Thence N 47° 48' 57" W, a distance of 154.72 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 46° 58' 26" E, a distance of 60.00 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 44° 11' 54" W, a distance of 179.95 feet to a point;   

 Thence S 21° 58' 24" W, a distance of 83.56 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 64° 01' 36" W, a distance of 225.00 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 70° 01' 36" W, a distance of 100.00 feet to a point;   

 Thence S 83° 45' 24" W, a distance of 425.76 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 02° 31' 36" W, a distance of 269.50 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 84° 12' 51" W, a distance of 256.40 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 66° 33' 27" W, a distance of 186.89 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 12° 34' 07" W, a distance of 108.41 feet to a point;   

 Thence N 16° 54' 09" W, a distance of 190.29 feet to a point of beginning. The above described
parcel contains 214.23 acres more or less.     

     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVI, Route 146 Overlay District Bylaw  [Added 11-14-2000
ATM, Art. 17] 

ARTICLE XVI, Route 146 Overlay District Bylaw  [Added 11-14-2000 ATM, Art. 17] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVI, Route 146 Overlay District Bylaw  [Added 11-14-2000
ATM, Art. 17]  / § 173-98.  Purpose. 

§ 173-98.  Purpose. 

Route 146 is the Gateway to the Blackstone Valley, and preservation of its scenic qualities is
critical to the image residents and visitors have of this region. With the opening of the
Massachusetts Turnpike Interchange with Route 146 in 1998, increased opportunities for
economic development will provide fiscal benefits to Blackstone Valley communities and create
jobs for residents. The five Corridor communities of Millbury, Sutton, Northbridge, Douglas,
and Uxbridge recognize that joint planning and cooperation can insure that all communities will
benefit economically without causing haphazard and inefficient strip commercial development or
degradation of the environment. The Route 146 Corridor Overlay District is intended to facilitate
the long-term economic growth of the Corridor by coordinating development among the five
communities and by promoting high quality development that preserves the scenic, natural, and
cultural resources of the Blackstone Valley.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVI, Route 146 Overlay District Bylaw  [Added 11-14-2000
ATM, Art. 17]  / § 173-99.  Application of District regulations.  

§ 173-99.  Application of District regulations.  

A.    Overlay District. This by-law is adopted as an overlay district and sets forth the design
standards that apply to development in the Route 146 Corridor Overlay District. These
standards shall apply to any development proposing a new building containing 5,000 or more
square feet of floor area or requiring the creation of 10 or more parking spaces, or any
re-development that will require alteration of an existing parking lot containing 10 or more
spaces. The use regulations of the underlying district remain in place and other provisions of
the Zoning bylaw will apply unless specifically superseded by the provisions of this overlay
district. The location of the overlay district is shown on a map entitled Route 146 Corridor
Overlay District, which is on file in the office of the Town Clerk.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVI, Route 146 Overlay District Bylaw  [Added 11-14-2000
ATM, Art. 17]  / § 173-100.  Application approval.  

§ 173-100.  Application approval.  

A.    Plan review. The Planning Board (Board) shall be the special permit granting authority for
developments proposed under these regulations. Applicants shall comply with the procedures
for site plan approval and special permits as listed elsewhere in this bylaw.  

B.    Waivers The Board may modify or waive any requirement of the overlay district upon
finding that due to topography, location or other unusual conditions affecting the property,
the requirements of this section would unreasonably restrict the use of the property or would
be detrimental to the orderly development of the area. In granting such modification or
waiver, the Board may impose conditions it deems necessary to protect the public interest
and to insure that the development will be consistent with the purpose of this section.  

C.    Joint use agreements. For commercial, office, and industrial centers developed as a single
entity, but which include lots under separate ownership, the standards for parking, internal
roads, lot coverage and open space may be satisfied by all of the property included within the
center. In such event, permanent easements shall be recorded on the approved site plan and
subdivision plan, and covenants recorded in the Registry of Deeds providing for the joint use
and maintenance of parking, roadways, and open space by all occupants of the center.  

D.    Review by other agencies.   

(1)    Inter-municipal review. Copies of the application shall be sent to the Planning Boards of
the other four communities in the Corridor, who shall have 21 days to submit comments
to the Board. The purpose of this review is to insure that regional implications are
considered by the Board, and that significant impacts of the project on corridor
communities can be mitigated.   

(2)    Development coordination. Applicants shall submit documentation that they have
contacted owners of abutting land within the overlay district regarding their proposed
plans. The intent of this notice is to give those landowners the opportunity to coordinate
existing uses or future development plans with the project before the Board. Where
feasible, the parties shall work cooperatively to solve common issues such as improving
traffic access, sharing parking, creating frontage roads, allowing connections between
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properties, buffering incompatible uses, or preserving valuable open space and wetland
resources.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVI, Route 146 Overlay District Bylaw  [Added 11-14-2000
ATM, Art. 17]  / § 173-101.  Design standards.  

§ 173-101.  Design standards.  

A.    Environmental controls.   

(1)    Water quality and quantity. Drainage systems shall be designed using best management
practices (BMPs) as found in the most recent version of DEP's "Non-Point Source
Management Manual." The applicant shall submit a stormwater management plan
implementing the highest practicable level of stormwater treatment. The development
shall conform to the Stormwater Management Standards of the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP).   

(2)    Erosion and sedimentation. Uncontrolled erosion during construction can cause
sedimentation of adjacent streams, ponds, and wetlands. The applicant shall submit an
erosion control plan, which is designed to prevent sedimentation by employing the
following best management practices:   

(a)  Exposed or disturbed areas due to stripping of vegetation, soil removal, and
re-grading shall be permanently stabilized as soon as practicable after construction
ends.   

(b)  During construction, temporary vegetation and/or mulching shall be used to protect
exposed areas from erosion. Until a disturbed area is permanently stabilized,
sedimentation in runoff shall be trapped by using staked hay bales, sediment traps, or
other acceptable methods as determined by the Planning Board.   

(c)  Permanent erosion control and vegetation measures shall be in accordance with
erosion and vegetation practices recommended by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.     

(3)    Slope protection. No structure, roadway, or earth disturbing activity shall be located or
occur on slopes of 15% or greater.   

(4)    Preservation of sensitive natural features. Development shall be located as to preserve
the natural features of the site, to avoid areas of environmental sensitivity, and to
minimize negative impacts and alteration of natural features. The following features
shall be identified on the site development plans by the developer and be preserved as
undeveloped open space:   

(a)  Unique and/or fragile areas including wetlands, vernal pools, and 100-year flood
plains.   

(b)  Habitats of rare species listed by the Mass. Natural Heritage and Endangered
Species Program.   

(c)  Streams and water bodies, including a buffer strip 100 feet in width along the
centerlines of perennial streams, unless an order of conditions is obtained from the
Conservation Commission.      

B.    Open space preservation.   

(1)    A minimum of 35% of the tract shall be left as open space. Open space shall not include



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

211

land under right-of-ways for utilities and required yard setback areas. Open space may
be dedicated to public use subject to approval and acceptance by Town Meeting. Open
space in private ownership shall be protected by legal arrangements sufficient to insure
its maintenance and preservation for purposes for which it is intended. Up to 25% of the
required open space may be developed with manmade features such as storm water
detention devices, non-commercial recreational structures and uses, septic systems, and
similar features.   

(2)    When a proposed development abuts a Residential district in any community, whether
presently developed or not, landscaped buffers shall be employed to shield the
residential property from view of the proposed development, and to minimize negative
impacts such as glare, noise, and odors. Such a buffer shall contain a screen of plantings
not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the time of planting. Individual
shrubs or trees shall be planted not more than three feet on center, and shall thereafter be
maintained by the owner or occupant so as to maintain a dense screen year-round. At
least 50% of the plants shall consist of evergreens. A solid wall or fence, not to exceed
six feet in height, complemented by suitable plantings may be substituted for such
landscaped buffers.   

(3)    Developments shall seek to leave large tracts as open space to serve as buffers from
incompatible land uses. Where existing protected open space abuts the proposed
development, the development shall insure proper access to such land, and where
possible, to set aside additional land that will complement the protected open space. The
Board may waive open space requirements of this bylaw if the proposed open space is of
exceptional value, will increase active recreational opportunities for local residents, or
will add important links to the Town's trail and bicycle network.   

(4)    Where developments of different character are proposed within the same project, (e.g.
retail and industrial), such areas shall be separated by open space at least 200' in width
to create defined edges between developments.    

C.    Site design standards.   

(1)    Landscaping.   

(a)  A registered landscape architect shall submit a landscape plan drawn to scale,
including dimensions and distances. The plan shall clearly delineate all existing and
proposed parking spaces or other vehicle areas, access aisles, driveways, and the
location, size and description of all landscaping materials and tree cover.   

(b)  Access ways into the site and thoroughfares within the development shall be
provided with deciduous trees at intervals of approximately 50 on both sides of the
road to provide an overhanging canopy at maturity. Such trees shall be a minimum
of two-inch caliper at breast height when planted and shall normally attain a height
of at least 50' at maturity.   

(c)  The development shall contain a series of pedestrian paths linking the major
buildings and open space parcels on the property. Between buildings such paths
shall be hardsurfaced and at least six feet in width. Landscaping shall be provided on
either side and contain varieties of plantings, including shade trees, ornamental trees,
shrubs, and flower beds. Paths connecting to open spaces may be simple hiking trails
without ornamentation.   

(d)  There shall be provided one central gathering place of unique visual interest. This
may include elements such as a fountain, pond, sculpture, gazebo or similar open
space or structure. The area shall be provided with benches, stone walls, and similar
amenities, and shall be accessible to individuals in wheelchairs.   

(e)  Outside storage areas for materials, equipment or trash shall be provided with an
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opaque screen to shield such areas from view from adjacent streets and residential
districts. Such screens may be walls, fences, landscaped berms, evergreen plantings,
or any combination thereof. Fences shall consist of wood, stone, or brick materials;
chain link, plastic, or concrete materials are prohibited. Walls or fences exceeding
four and one-half feet shall have plantings on any side facing a residential district.   

(f)  Elements such as HVAC units, telephone boxes, or electrical transformers shall be
integrated into the site design through use of landscaping, berms, or fences and shall
be as unobtrusive as possible. HVAC units may be located behind roof ridgelines so
they are not visible from the front view of the building.     

(2)    Circulation and access.   

(a)  Each development under common ownership within an overlay district shall be
limited to one entrance and one exit per street. At the main entrance, one combined
entrance/exit location is encouraged to facilitate traffic movement; such an entrance
shall be separated by a traffic island with separate in and out movements. If needed,
the applicant shall construct separate right and/or left turning lanes to facilitate entry
and exit from the site. Access shall not be provided through residential areas unless
authorized by the Board.   

(b)  The main entrance to the development shall contain one ground sign announcing the
name of the development. Such sign shall consist of natural materials and shall be
reminiscent of the heritage of the Blackstone Valley. For example, the use of iron,
wood or brick surrounding the sign face is encouraged to reflect the Valley's
industrial heritage. Around the sign shall be placed grass, flowers, and shrubs to
provide color and visual interest. There may also be used fencing materials such as
split rail, granite, stone, or other materials as may be seen in the Valley's agricultural
areas. Applicants should incorporate design elements of specific themes from the
Valley's past (e.g. mill village, agricultural, industrial) and not mix inappropriate
elements from different theme types.   

(c)  To minimize turning movements onto adjacent public ways, developers are
encouraged to provide internal circulation systems that connect to adjacent
developments. When several adjacent lots front onto one street, the Board may
require such lots to share a single driveway, or that the lots be accessed by an
internal service road. Where such sharing cannot be achieved in the short run, the
means and location for future long-term interparcel connections shall be required
through right-of-way reservation and/or dedication. Thought should be given to
continuing such internal ways between two public ways to facilitate town-wide
traffic flow. The Board may waive height, open space, or other requirements of this
by-law to achieve such purposes.   

(d)  Each development shall contain facilities that will enhance transit services as a
means of reducing automobile travel. Shelters shall be installed at central locations
in the development to provide convenient access for buses. Secure bicycle racks
shall be installed to promote bicycle commuting.   

(e)  Uses that propose drive-through facilities such as automatic teller machines (but not
fast food restaurants) shall be designed to be an integral component of the building
complex. Such uses shall be safely and conveniently accessible from surrounding
uses via a clearly defined pedestrian circulation system, which minimizes points of
conflict between vehicular and pedestrian traffic.   

(f)  Ways intended to become public shall comply with the design and construction
standards of the Planning Board's Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision
of Land.EN(31)   

(g)  Private streets may be approved provided such streets are not through streets, and a
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plan is submitted and approved by the Board for access for fire, ambulance, and
police vehicles and for snow clearance. Deeds for abutting property must state that
the street will not be maintained by the Town.     

(3)    Parking.   

(a)  All off-street parking and loading spaces shall be provided with safe and convenient
access. Access locations shall be designed to encourage unimpeded traffic flow with
controlled turning movements and minimum hazards to vehicular and pedestrian
traffic.   

(b)  The number of parking and loading spaces required shall be determined by using the
standards for each use as provided elsewhere in this Zoning bylaw. The Board may
allow a reduction of the required number of spaces by up to 25% if it can be
demonstrated that two or more uses within a single development can share parking
areas due to different hours of normal activity. A change in use of one of the
businesses shall require the construction of the full amount of parking otherwise
required unless the Board grants a special permit to allow the parking reductions to
remain in effect.   

(c)  When two or more adjacent property owners agree to share parking and a combined
entrance, the required number of parking spaces may be reduced by as much as 15%
for each business. In addition, the side yards (including associated landscaping)
between the two parcels are not required. The property owner(s) shall file a written
agreement with the application, which shall be recorded at the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds. The agreement may be revoked by the parties only if parking is
provided in accordance with this Zoning bylaw, and a revised plan is approved by
the Planning Board.   

(d)  Parking lots shall generally be sited to the side or rear of buildings in order to
minimize the obtrusiveness of large parking areas on the visual quality of the
Corridor. Up to 25% of the total parking spaces may be sited in the front of the
building to accommodate short-term parking needs of the proposed uses.   

(e)  Any parking lot of more than 20 spaces shall be provided with interior landscaping
covering not less than five percent of the total area of the lot. Landscaping shall also
be provided around the perimeter of the lot for a width of 10' and planted with trees
and shrubs. In total, there shall be provided one shade tree for every 10 spaces and
complemented by shrubs and other planting material. Such trees shall be at least two
inches in trunk diameter at the time of planting, and shall be located in planting beds
at least six feet in width or diameter. In case it can be shown to the Planning Board
that the planting of trees is impractical, the Planning Board may authorize plantings
and shrubbery instead of trees.   

(f)  Sidewalks and pedestrian paths shall connect the lots to the principal uses they will
serve. Such walkways shall be constructed with brick, decorative pavers, or other
materials, and may be bordered with fencing or shrubbery to clearly separate
pedestrians from automobile traffic. Facilities and access routes for deliveries,
service and maintenance shall be separated, where practical, from public access
routes and parking areas. Car stops shall be provided to prevent parked cars from
damaging trees and shrubs or disrupting pedestrian walkways.   

(g)  For non-retail uses, to facilitate alternatives to single occupancy automobiles,
parking lots shall have designated areas for car and van pool vehicles at a more
convenient location near building entrances than for other employee parking areas.
Such areas shall be shown on the site plan and when built shall be clearly signed for
identification purposes.   

(h)  Parking garages are permitted as an alternative to extensive surface lots. Exterior
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treatment of the garages shall consist of the same materials as the principal buildings
in the development. Above ground garages shall be sited behind the principal
structures and shall be limited in height by the requirement of the underlying district.     

(4)    View protection.   

(a)  The Route 146 Corridor offers many scenic vistas of the Blackstone Valley. Each
development shall recognize the visual quality of its site in relation to the scenic
qualities of the immediate area and the Corridor as a whole. The applicant shall
submit photographs of the area to the Board and describe the most prominent
features of existing visual quality. Through means of sketches or computer
simulations, the applicant shall document the impacts of the proposed development
on visual quality. This analysis shall present how the project will be viewed from
Route 146 in both directions and how views from the site to the surrounding area can
be integrated into the development to enhance the project design. Within the
development, the applicant shall preserve open vistas of important features such as
lakes, farms, forests, historic sites, etc.   

(b)  Where possible, structures should not be located on ridge tops. The visual impact of
structures near ridge tops should be mitigated through reducing structure height
below the crown of a mature tree stand where possible or through innovative
architectural design.     

(5)    Lighting and utilities.   

(a)  All electric, telephone, television and other communication lines, both main and
service connections, servicing new developments shall be provided by underground
wiring within easements. These lines shall be installed in accordance with the
prevailing standards and practices of the utility company providing such services.
Electric transmission lines responsible for transporting power through the area and
provision of three-phase power are exempt from the underground requirement.   

(b)  All exterior lights and illuminated signs shall be designed and installed in such a
manner as to prevent objectionable light at (and glare across) the property lines.
Externally lit signs, display, building and aesthetic lighting must be lit from the top
and shine downward. The lighting must be shielded to prevent direct glare and/or
light trespass.   

(c)  Each outdoor luminaire shall be a full cutoff luminaire, and the use of decorative
luminaires with full cutoff optics is desired. A full cutoff luminaire is an outdoor
light fixture shielded in such a manner that all light emitted by the fixture, either
directly from the lamp or indirectly from the fixture is projected below the horizontal
plane. Light standard design shall be consistent with the architectural objectives of
the development.   

(d)  The development shall eliminate glare onto adjacent properties through the use of
lighting shields, earthen berms, or retention of existing natural vegetation. All
outdoor lighting fixtures, including display lighting, shall be turned off after
close-of-business, unless needed for safety or security, in which case the lighting
shall be reduced to the minimum level necessary.     

(6)    Signage.   

(a)  Unless specifically stated below, the sign requirements contained elsewhere in this
Zoning bylaw shall determine the number, size, and location of signs for buildings
and uses within the development.   

(b)  The use of materials such as brick in entry signs, or the use of signboards that use
architectural motifs from the Valley's mill or colonial heritage are to be used where
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possible.     

(7)    Building layout. It is the intent of this overlay district to promote compact patterns of
development where buildings are clustered in close proximity in order to reflect
historical settlement patterns of the Blackstone Valley. Building layouts shall promote
pedestrian use by reducing walking distances between buildings and providing walking
paths to major entrances. Parking lots shall be sited in convenient locations such that
visitors can conveniently access more than one facility in the development. Within the
development, there is no minimum separation distance between buildings.   

(8)    Redevelopment of existing property.   

(a)  Where it is proposed to re-develop property, existing curb cuts shall be re-designed
to improve traffic flow. Where possible, multiple curb cuts shall be combined to
minimize traffic entry points onto adjacent streets. There shall be no more than two
curb cuts onto each street to which the development has access.   

(b)  If existing buildings are to remain, their facades shall be renovated to reflect the
architectural treatments noted above.   

(c)  Parking lots shall be re-designed according to the standards noted above. The Board
may waive landscaping requirements or other standards upon demonstration that
such relief is necessary due to site constraints and other amenities will be substituted
that are consistent with the purpose of this by-law.     

(9)    Infrastructure availability.   

(a)  Each development shall tie-in to a public water system if an available connection is
located within 1000' of the property, unless evidence is submitted by the water
supplier that its available capacity is insufficient to service the development.   

(b)  Each development shall tie-in to a public sewer system if an available connection is
located within 1000' of the property line unless evidence is submitted by the sewer
provider that the sewer mains or treatment plant has insufficient capacity to service
the development. If an on-site package treatment plant is proposed, the plant shall be
built prior to the issuance of any occupancy permits.   

(c)  Intensity of development shall vary with the proposed sewage treatment method.
The floor area ratio (FAR) shall vary depending up the proposed sewage treatment
method, as follows: 

  

    Sewage Treatment Method   FAR   

    Connection to Public Treatment Works   0.75   

    Package Treatment Plant   0.25   

    On-Site Septic System   0.10     

     

(10)  Architectural standards.   

(a)  Buildings shall be designed in keeping with the historical patterns of the Blackstone
Valley. Architects should research building types that typify the region's heritage
and incorporate details in their structures that are based upon examples from the
region. Use of materials such as clapboard, stone, and brick that reflect housing and
mill styles should be used.   



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

216

(b)  Buildings should contain variation in detail to provide visual interest and to avoid
monotony. Use of pitched roofs, breaks in roof and wall lines, towers, cupolas and
building ornamentation are examples of measures to incorporate Valley elements
into contemporary life.   

(c)  Architecture based upon generic franchise design is prohibited. Rather, where
franchise buildings of national chains are proposed, architects should rely upon
models of Blackstone Valley building types to incorporate elements of historic
design into the development.     

(11)  Dimensional regulations.   

(a)  Building height shall be limited to forty-five feet (45') if: 1) the development is
connected to a public water supply; 2) the Fire Chief determines that water pressure
is sufficient for fire fighting purposes; and 3) the Town has fire apparatus capable of
extinguishing fires at the highest part of the buildings. If such facilities are not
present, the height limit of the underlying district shall govern.   

(b)  In lieu of minimum lot size and frontage requirements, the FAR and open space
requirements specified above shall govern the overall project development intensity.   

(c)  There are no required minimum side and rear yards between buildings within the
development. Where the tract abuts land zoned for commercial or industrial use, side
and rear yards of 15 feet shall be provided. Where the tract abuts property lines of
residential districts, side and rear yards shall be provided of fifty feet (50') which
may contain no buildings or parking lots. Such yards shall provide means to create
visual barriers at pedestrian level and create a strong impression of visual separation.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVI, Route 146 Overlay District Bylaw  [Added 11-14-2000
ATM, Art. 17]  / § 173-102.  through § 173-109 (Reserved)   

§ 173-102.  through § 173-109 (Reserved)   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVII, Senior Living Bylaw  [Added 4-3-2001 STM, Art. 5] 

ARTICLE XVII, Senior Living Bylaw  [Added 4-3-2001 STM, Art. 5] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVII, Senior Living Bylaw  [Added 4-3-2001 STM, Art. 5]  /
§ 173-110.  Purpose. 

§ 173-110.  Purpose. 

The purpose of the Senior Living Bylaw is to encourage residential development that provides
alternative housing choices for people that are 55 years of age or older. For the purposes of this
bylaw, housing units are intended for occupancy by persons fifty-five or over within the meaning
of MGL, c.151B, § 4.6. and shall comply with the provisions set forth in 42 USC 3601 et seq.
This bylaw is also intended to promote affordable housing, efficient use of land and public
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infrastructure, and to preserve open space.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVII, Senior Living Bylaw  [Added 4-3-2001 STM, Art. 5]  /
§ 173-111.  Applicability. 

§ 173-111.  Applicability. 

In order to be eligible for a special permit for a Senior Living development, the property under
consideration must be a parcel or set of contiguous parcels held in common ownership and
located entirely within the R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, or R-5 zoning districts as set forth on the Zoning
Map. In a Senior Living development, the underlying uses outlined in the Table of Use
Regulations (§ 173-12) shall no longer be permissible.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVII, Senior Living Bylaw  [Added 4-3-2001 STM, Art. 5]  /
§ 173-112.  General requirements. 

§ 173-112.  General requirements. 

An application for a Senior Living development special permit must conform to the following
standards:  

A.    Occupancy of dwelling units shall be limited to persons 55 years of age or older.  

B.    The minimum tract size shall be 10 acres.  

C.    The property under consideration must be located within 5,000 feet of a village center.
Village centers are defined as follows: in Rockdale, the intersection of Providence Road and
Sutton Street; in Whitinsville, the intersection of Main Street and Hill Street, or the
intersection of Church Street and Providence Road; and, in Linwood, the intersection of
School Park and Providence Road.  

D.    All dwelling units must be served with public water service and be connected to the public
sewerage system. An on-site waste treatment facility (package treatment plant), approved by
the Department of Environmental Protection, may be substituted for public sewer if the
Department of Public Works deems the connection to public sewer to be infeasible.  

E.    A minimum of 30% of the parcel shown on the development plan shall be contiguous open
space, excluding required yards and buffer areas. Not more than 25% of the open space shall
be wetlands, as defined pursuant to MGL c. 131, § 40. The open space shall be subject to the
conditions set forth in § 173-86, Open Space Requirements (for flexible developments)
provided that the term "senior living development" shall be substituted for the term "flexible
development" in said conditions.  

F.    A minimum of 10% of the total units shall be affordable in perpetuity. Affordable units are
defined as (a) dwelling units that are available for sale and sold at a selling price that will
result in an Annual Shelter Cost (rent or mortgage, heat, cooking fuel and electricity)of not
more than 30% of the Annual Household Income of a Qualified Affordable Housing Unit
Purchaser or (b) available parental and rented at an annual rent that will result in an Annual
Shelter Cost of not more than 30% of the Annual Household Income of a Qualified
Affordable Housing Unit Tenant. Affordable units shall be dispersed throughout the
development and shall be indistinguishable from market rate units. The Northbridge Housing
Authority shall be responsible for choosing purchasers or tenants, and monitoring and



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

218

insuring the long-term affordability of the units.  

G.    The maximum number of permitted housing units within all permitted Senior Living
developments in the Town of Northbridge shall be limited to a number equivalent to 10% of
all existing residential units (excluding Senior Living development units) located in the
Town of Northbridge. The Board of Assessors shall establish the number of residential
housing units as of January 1 of each calendar year.  

H.    No single structure shall contain more than 4 dwelling units.  

I.    The total number of dwelling units in a Senior Living development shall not exceed 4 units
per acre of buildable land unless a density bonus is granted under the following section.
Buildable acreage shall be calculated by a registered land surveyor or civil engineer and shall
not include any of the following:   

(1)    Land within a floodway or floodplain district as defined under § 173-18;   

(2)    Fresh water wetlands as defined by MGL c. 131, § 40;   

(3)    Land having slopes greater than 20%;   

(4)    Land subject to a conservation restriction which prohibits development;   

(5)    Land subject to any local or state law or regulation, rights of way, public or other
restriction, which prohibits development.    

J.    The Planning Board may grant density bonuses under the following provisions, provided
however, that at no time shall there be more than 6 units per buildable acre of land:   

(1)    Affordability: For each affordable housing unit provided above the minimum required
10%, one additional housing unit may be permitted.   

(2)    Open Space: For each acre of preserved open space in addition to the minimum
required, two additional housing units may be permitted.    

K.    The Planning Board may allow additional structures to provide visiting and welcoming areas,
recreational facilities, community office space or for other accessory uses that are compatible
with senior living development.  

L.    Public bikeways, pedestrian walkways or walking trails may be required by the Planning
Board to provide circulation or access to schools, playgrounds, parks, shopping,
transportation, open space and/or community facilities for such other purposes as the Board
may determine to be appropriate to serve the needs of the development.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVII, Senior Living Bylaw  [Added 4-3-2001 STM, Art. 5]  /
§ 173-113.  Dimensional requirements.  

§ 173-113.  Dimensional requirements.  

A.    Lot Area - Individual residential lots shall have a minimum lot area of 10,000 square feet.  

B.    Lot Frontage - Individual lots within a Senior Living development shall have a minimum of
one hundred feet (100') of frontage on a public way.  

C.    Setback Requirements - All structures shall be located no less than twenty-five feet (25')
from the front lot line and fifteen feet (15') from the side and rear lot lines.  

D.    Building Separation - Distance between structures shall not be less than thirty-five feet (35').  
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E.    Buffer Areas - All dwellings and structures shall be located a minimum of fifty feet (50')
from adjacent properties. Buffer Areas shall be retained in their natural vegetative state to the
maximum extent feasible, except where adjacent to property used for agricultural purposes.  

F.    Building Height - No building shall exceed two and one-half (2 1/2) stories in height
exclusive of basements, or thirty-five feet (35') in height.  

G.    Parking - The development shall comply with the driveway and parking provisions of Article
VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVII, Senior Living Bylaw  [Added 4-3-2001 STM, Art. 5]  /
§ 173-114.  Procedures. 

§ 173-114.  Procedures. 

The Planning Board shall be the granting authority for Senior Living development special
permits.  

A.    Pre-Application. Applicants are required to present a conceptual development plan prepared
by a registered landscape architect at a regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting. The
plan shall include a detailed analysis of site topography, wetlands, unique land features, and
soil types. The purpose of this requirement is to help applicants and officials develop a better
understanding of the property and to help establish an overall design approach that respects
the intent of this bylaw, which is to provide alternative housing choices, protect open space,
and promote efficient use of the land and infrastructure.  

B.    Application. Applicants are required to submit a special permit application and development
plan, conforming to the requirements of this bylaw, to the Planning Board for approval under
the provisions of § 173-47. The development plan shall include a site plan under § 173-49.1.   

(1)    If the development plan shows a subdivision of land as defined under MGL, c. 41,
§ 81L, the applicant is required to also submit a preliminary subdivision plan and
application under the applicable Planning Board Subdivision Rules and Regulations at
the time of application for a Senior Living development, and must obtain approval of the
preliminary subdivision plan prior to submitting a definitive plan and application.    

C.    The Planning Board may grant a Special Permit for a Senior Living development if the Board
determines that all the requirements under the bylaw have been met and that the benefits of
the proposal outweighs the detriments to the neighborhood or town.  

D.    The Planning Board may impose such additional conditions as it finds reasonably appropriate
to safeguard existing neighborhoods or otherwise serve the purposes of this bylaw.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1] 

ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities  [Added
9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
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ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-115.  Purpose. 

§ 173-115.  Purpose. 

This bylaw is intended to ensure the protection of the residents of the Town of Northbridge and
allow their concerns to be considered during the siting and design of Infectious Waste Transfer
Stations or Infectious Waste Processing Facilities by requiring a Special Permit for such facility.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-116.  Applicability. 

§ 173-116.  Applicability. 

The following types of activities and uses require a special permit by the Special Permit
Granting Authority (SPGA) designated in § 173-118A of the Northbridge Town Code.  

A.    Any new facility or expansion to an existing facility with the purpose of creating an
Infectious Waste Transfer Station.  

B.    Any new facility or expansion to an existing facility with the purpose of creating an
Infectious Waste Processing Facility.  

C.    Any new building, facility or premises or part thereof constructed, altered, enlarged,
expanded, reconstructed or used for the purpose of processing, storing, transferring, or
staging, as principal uses, of infectious waste or physically dangerous medical or biological
waste as defined by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection Regulation 310 CMR 16.00, 310 CMR 19.00 and the Department of Public
Health, State Sanitary Code 105 CMR 480.000.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-117.  Exemptions. 

§ 173-117.  Exemptions. 

Existing infectious waste processing or infectious waste transfer facilities that have obtained all
federal, state, and/or local permits or licenses that are required for operation prior to this bylaw
becoming effective shall be exempt from this section of the Northbridge Code. 

Any facility, or part thereof proposed for the purpose of transferring or processing infectious
waste that does not do so prior to the effective date of this bylaw section, shall be required to
comply with this section of the bylaw.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-118.  Administration.  

§ 173-118.  Administration.  

A.    The Planning Board shall be the SPGA for any Infectious Waste Transfer Station or
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Infectious Waste Processing Facility within the Town of Northbridge.  

B.    Each application for a special permit shall be filed by the petitioner with the town clerk and a
copy of said application, including the date and time of filing certified by the town clerk,
shall be filed forthwith by the petitioner with the SPGA as indicated in § 173-119.  

C.    The SPGA shall hold a public hearing, for which notice has been given as provided in MGL
c. 40A, § 11, on any application for a special permit within 65 days from the date of filing of
such application. The decision of the SPGA shall be made within 90 days following the date
of such public hearing. The required time limits for a public hearing and said action, may be
extended by written agreement between the petitioner and the SPGA. A copy of such
agreement shall be filed in the office of the town clerk.  

D.    No building permit shall be issued by the building inspector without written approval of the
Special Permit by the SPGA, or unless constructive approval has been granted.  

E.    A fee shall accompany an application as set forth in the SPGA Fee Schedule, and in no
instance shall the administrative portion be less than $500. The Fee Schedule shall also
include a review and inspection component to allow application review by outside
professionals. This fee schedule shall be implemented as allowed under MGL c. 44, § 53G.
The review and inspection fee shall in no instance be less than $5,000 and shall be fully
replenished by the proponent when it is reduced to 25% of the original fee amount. Failure to
comply with this requirement within 30 days of notification shall be deemed to be a request
for withdrawal of the application by the Applicant.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-119.  Submittal requirements. 

§ 173-119.  Submittal requirements. 

Applicants for Special Permit shall submit nine complete copies of the Application Package to
the SPGA for review, and forthwith shall also submit to the SPGA an additional seven complete
copies of the application which are to be forwarded to the Town Manager, the Board of Health,
the Director of Public Works, the Police Chief, the Fire Chief, the Building Inspector, and the
Conservation Commission for their advisory review and comments. The Applicant is also
responsible for filing a copy of the application forthwith to the Town Clerk, as indicated in
§ 173-118B. The following information shall be included in the Special Permit application,
otherwise the application may be deemed to be incomplete:  

A.    Project Narrative - The Applicant shall submit as part of its application a written narrative
assessing the on-site and off-site impacts resulting from the proposed project, including but
not necessarily limited to traffic, drainage, noise, environmental, and other factors that may
be appropriate, as determined by the SPGA. Also, typical operations shall be indicated in this
narrative indicating hours of operation, days of operation, potential nuisance conditions (i.e.
Noise, odor, dust, vectors, emergency response plans, etc.), mitigating features proposed to
offset impacts to the surrounding neighborhood, and manufacturer information for any
proposed processing or storage equipment. The SPGA may require the narrative assessments
to be prepared by qualified experts, as appropriate.   

B.    Plan - The site plan shall be prepared and submitted on sheets measuring 24-inches by
36-inches. Plans shall be prepared by a Registered Professional Engineer, Professional Land
Surveyor, Architect, and/or Landscape Architect, as appropriate or as required by the SPGA.
Dimensions and scales shall be adequate to determine that all requirements are met and to
make a complete analysis and evaluation of the proposal. All plans shall have a minimum
scale of 1"=20'. Plans shall be prepared with sufficient clarity and detail to indicate the entire
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scope of the proposed work and features as further defined below:  

1.      Overall Site Plan - The overall site plan shall be presented at a suitable scale to show the
entire contiguous property limits of the subject site and shall indicate proposed locations
for buildings and other structures. The intent of this map is to provide an orientation of
the subject project site. This plan should show topography, existing and proposed
buildings and structures, paved areas, limits of clearing, and other general schematics
that may be appropriate. This plan shall be stamped by a Registered Professional Civil
Engineer (PE).  

2.      Existing Conditions - The existing conditions shall be presented on the plan with
sufficient clarity and detail to represent all existing site features. This shall require the
submittal of a separate existing conditions plan to adequately show the necessary detail.
The plan shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following features: locus
map; property boundary; building setbacks; Zoning district boundaries, overlay districts,
abutter information, existing topography at a two-foot contour interval; existing
buildings and structures such as fences, loading areas, accessory buildings, signs, waste
disposal areas, and storage areas; Parking lots, utilities (i.e. water, sewer, gas, electric,
drainage, etc.) walkways, treelines, testing locations, floodplains, wetlands as defined by
310 CMR 10.00 and any other features that may be appropriate to depict the existing site
conditions. Notes contained on the existing conditions plan shall detail property
deed/record owner information, property boundary references, dates of
topographic/property surveys and responsible parties for the surveys, Horizontal and
vertical control datum, relevant zoning district dimensional information, any
dimensional or other variances existing on the property, and any other data or
information related to the site that may be pertinent or relevant for the SPGA to perform
a thorough review. The existing conditions plan shall also contain a legend which details
the symbology used for items depicted in the plan. This plan shall be stamped by a PE
and a Professional Land Surveyor (PLS).  

3.      Proposed Conditions - The proposed conditions plan shall contain the same features,
notes and legends as the existing conditions plan but shall be presented in a manner to
clearly indicate which features are existing and which features are proposed (through
line weights, shading, or as otherwise appropriate). The proposed conditions plan shall
also show the following proposed site features: Buildings; structures such as fences,
stone walls, retaining walls, sheds, signs, and light posts; proposed contours; proposed
utilities; proposed systems of waste disposal; proposed limits of parking lots and paved
areas; proposed landscaping; and any other data or information related to the site that
may be pertinent or relevant for the SPGA to perform a thorough review. 

  

    Also depicted on the proposed conditions plan shall be a table of the space and bulk
requirements which includes a dimensional analysis and lists required and proposed
dimensions, a list of variances requested (if applicable), relevant layout and
construction notes and schedules of elevations for drainage structures, sewer
structures, etc. This plan shall be stamped by a PE, and in the event new property
boundaries or easements are proposed, a PLS.     

  

4.      Lighting Plan - This plan shall show the location and orientation of all facility lighting.
A grid showing the luminaire values shall also be presented on this plan. This plan shall
be stamped by a PE and a Registered Professional Architect (RPA).  

5.      Landscaping Plan - This Plan shall show all existing and proposed plantings for the
subject site. The plantings shall be situated to provide maximum screening from all
abutters and shall also propose indigenous species to the area. This plan shall be
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stamped by a Professional Landscape Architect (PLA).  

6.      Detail Sheets - Details showing fences, walls, structures, lighting, pavement design,
underground utilities and structures, profiles and cross sections (as appropriate),
proposed processing and storage equipment, and any other information that is pertinent
to the appearance and function of the site. This plan shall be stamped by a PE.  

7.      Floor Plan - A proposed floor plan depicting the interior layout of the existing and
proposed building(s) as appropriate. The floor plan will clearly identify areas and types
of use necessary for determining the parking and loading calculations. Gross square foot
areas will be used for the parking lot calculations. This plan shall be stamped by a RPA.  

8.      Rendering/Elevation Views - Elevation views of the building shall be prepared showing
the proposed building and structures from all elevation views. Color architectural
renderings of the proposed buildings shall also be submitted. This plan shall be stamped
by a RPA.     

C.    Design Requirements  

1.      Survey - The property line and topographic surveys shall conform to the requirements
contained in 250 CMR 6.00. The Massachusetts State Plane Coordinate System and the
National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 shall be used for horizontal and vertical
control, respectively. Temporary construction benchmarks and permanent site
benchmarks shall be established onsite and identified on the plans.  

2.      Stormwater Management - The plans presented shall show locations of any and all soil
tests performed onsite. Stormwater management systems utilizing infiltration structures
shall have soil testing (percolation tests and deep holes) performed within structure
proposed for infiltration. Only soil testing which has been witnessed by the Board of
Health Agent may be used for design. Stormwater calculations shall be performed in
accordance with the requirements of the Massachusetts Stormwater Policy Manual and
the requirements contained therein. Supporting hydraulic calculations for the 2, 5, 10,
25, 50 and 100-year (24-hour) storm events shall be submitted. Stormwater facilities
shall be designed to accommodate the 100-year, 24-hour storm event. Furthermore,
minimum design requirements contained in the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection Stormwater Policy Manual shall be used, irrespective of
whether or not work is proposed within wetland jurisdictional areas.  

3.      Soil excavation - Volume calculations for any site soil excavation or filling proposed as
part of the project construction shall be prepared and submitted with the application.  

4.      Traffic safety and impact - A detailed traffic study shall be required by the SPGA. The
key features that need to be considered to address this section in every submittal include,
but are not necessarily limited to, traffic counts, suitability of offsite roads, offsite traffic
patterns, sight access and egress, cornering site distance, trip generation, and overall
impact.  

5.      Lighting - In the area of new construction, outdoor lighting, including lighting on the
exterior of a building or lighting in parking areas, shall be arranged to minimize glare
and light spilling over to neighboring properties. Except for low-level intensity
pedestrian lighting with a height of less than eight (8) feet, all outdoor lighting shall be
designed and located so that (1) the luminaire has an angle of cutoff less than 76
degrees, (2) a line drawn from the height of the luminaire along the angle of cutoff
intersects the ground at a point within the development site, and (3) the bare light bulb,
lamp or light source is completely shielded from direct view at any point five (5) feet
above the ground on neighboring properties or streets.  

6.      Landscaping - Any landscaping shall be designed to enhance the visual impact of the
use upon the lot and adjacent property. Where appropriate, existing vegetation may be
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retained and used to satisfy the landscaping requirements. Landscaping areas shall be
maintained as open planted areas and used to (1) ensure buffers between properties, (2)
provide landscaped areas between buildings, (3) minimize the visual effect of the bulk
and height of buildings, structures, parking areas, lights or signs and (4) minimize the
impact of the use property on land and water resources.  

7.      Emergency Response Plan - An emergency response plan shall be presented as part of
the application. The Plan should review every aspect of the proposed operation
indicating the proper method of response, who should be notified, evacuation
procedures, cleanup of spills, releases to the environment, etc. Minimum requirements
for personnel training and licensing shall also be submitted.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-120.  Facility siting requirements.  

§ 173-120.  Facility siting requirements.  

A.    Building Separation - The minimum separation between the Infectious Waste Transfer and/or
Processing Facility and any other building located onsite shall be 250-feet. The minimum
separation between the Infectious Waste Transfer and/or Processing Facility and any other
building located offsite shall be 500-feet.   

B.    Buffer Areas - The following are areas that have been identified to be of concern and shall be
protected by the implementation of the buffer zones provided:  

a.      Riverfront area - No facility shall be located within the Riverfront area to a Perennial
Stream as defined by the Wetlands Protection Act Regulations 310 CMR 10.000.  

b.      Wetland Resource Area - No facility shall be located within 100-feet of a resource area
as defined by the Wetlands Protection Act Regulations 310 CMR 10.000.  

c.      Residentially Zoned areas - No facility shall be located on a site that lies within 500-feet
of an abutting residentially zoned area.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-121.  Approval.  

§ 173-121.  Approval.  

Special Permit approval shall be granted upon determination by the SPGA that the following
conditions have been satisfied:  

1.    Maximize pedestrian and vehicular safety both on and around the site;  

2.    Minimize the volume of cut and fill, the number of removed trees 6" caliper or larger, the
length of removed stone walls, the area of wetland vegetation displaced, the extent of soil
erosion, and threat of air and water pollution;  

3.    Minimize obstruction of scenic views from publicly accessible locations;  

4.    Minimize visual intrusion by controlling the visibility of parking, storage, or other outdoor
service areas viewed from public ways or premises residentially used or zoned;  
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5.    Minimize glare from headlights through plantings or other screening;  

6.    Minimize lighting intrusion through use of such devices as cut-off luminaries confining
direct rays to the site, with fixture mounting not higher than 12 feet;  

7.    Minimize unreasonable departure from the character and scale of building in the vicinity, as
viewed from public ways. The front building facade facing a street shall be articulated to
achieve a human scale and interest. The use of different textures, shadow lines, detailing and
contrasting shapes is required. Building fronts shall contain windows covering at least 15%
of the facade's surface. Windows shall be highlighted with frames, lintels and sills or
equivalent frame features. Windows and doors shall be arranged to give the facade a sense of
balance and symmetry.  

8.    Eliminate the potential for the contamination of groundwater from on-site wastewater
disposal systems or operations on the premises involving the use, storage, handling, or
containment of hazardous substances.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-122.  Conditions.  

§ 173-122.  Conditions.  

The SPGA shall include but not necessarily be limited to the following conditions as part of any
Special Permit issued under this Section of the Northbridge Code, as appropriate:  

1.    The Special Permit shall be filed at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds within 30 days
of its issuance, otherwise it shall be deemed to be void. A certified copy of the recorded
Special Permit shall be furnished to the SPGA and the Building Inspector prior to the start of
any site construction activity or operation. No building permit shall be issued until a certified
copy of the recorded Special Permit is produced.  

2.    The Special Permit shall be valid only for a period of three years from the date of issuance. A
new Special Permit shall be required every three years thereafter for continued operation.
Recording of each subsequent Special Permit at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds is
also required in order for the facility to operate continuously.  

3.    The Special Permit shall be recorded with the Worcester District Registry of Deeds within 30
days of its issuance but, if appealed, within 30 days of the final adjudication of the appeal,
otherwise it shall be deemed to be void. Monitoring shall be performed by a Massachusetts
State certified laboratory for any emissions identified as a threat by the SPGA or its agents.
The Conditions of the Special Permit shall indicate the specific tests required.  

4.    Inspections shall be performed on a quarterly basis by a registered Professional Engineer and
a Certified Industrial Hygienist to ensure that compliance with all applicable regulations is
adhered. The consultants shall be contracted by the Town and the cost for the inspections
shall be paid from the review and inspection account maintained by the Town.  

5.    Reporting of monthly tonnage received and/or processed shall be made to the Northbridge
Board of Health and the SPGA. Failure to submit monthly reports within 30 days of the end
of the previous month shall be grounds for revocation of this Special Permit. Exceeding the
permitted capacity shall be grounds for revocation of this Special Permit.  

6.    Immediate reporting of any violations to the conditions of this Special Permit shall be made
to the Board of Health and the SPGA by the Applicant, the Owner, the Operator and their
respective agents. Lack of compliance with any of the Conditions of the Special Permit are
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grounds for suspension of the Special Permit.  

7.    This Special Permit is not transferable. In the event of change of property ownership or
change of operator, a new special permit shall be required.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XVIII, Infectious Waste Transfer and Processing Facilities
[Added 9-23-2003 STM, Art. 1]  / § 173-123.  Severability. 

§ 173-123.  Severability. 

The provisions of this Article are severable and, in the event that any provision of this Article is
determined to be invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and
effect.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28] 

ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added 6-15-2004
ATM, Art. 28] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-124.  Purpose. 

§ 173-124.  Purpose. 

The intent of this section is to create an overlay district that allows for the adaptive reuse of
historic mills in the Town of Northbridge that are underutilized. The primary purposes for
Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overly District are: 

  

   To promote the economic health and vitality of the Town by encouraging the
preservation, reuse and renovation of underutilized or abandoned historic mill
properties;   

   To allow for the conversion of Northbridge's historic mills in a way that preserves the
character of nearby residential and commercial neighborhoods; and   

   To encourage mixed-use development that includes, but is not limited to, offices, retail
and/or service establishments, community facilities, and multi-family housing.     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-125.  Overlay district. 
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§ 173-125.  Overlay district. 

The Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District is hereby established as an overlay district.
All requirements pertaining to the underlying district(s) shall continue to be in full force and
effect, except where these regulations supersede such underlying requirements or provide an
alternate to such requirements.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-126.  Location.  

§ 173-126.  Location.  

A.    The Linwood Mill on Linwood Avenue, consisting of Assessors Map 5, Parcel(s) 39 & 47.  

B.    The John Whitin Mill on Douglas Road, consisting of Assessors Map 2, Parcel 7.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-127.  Permitted uses.  

§ 173-127.  Permitted uses.  

A.    All uses permitted in the underlying zoning districts are permitted uses in the Historic Mill
Adaptive Reuse Overlay District;  

B.    All applications for a special permit under this section must provide an area within the mill
for education of the history of the property.  

C.    Multi-family dwelling units shall only be permitted in conjunction with one or more of the
non-residential uses permitted under this section;   

(1)    Office for administrative, executive, professional, sales and other similar uses;   

(2)    Retail, service, and restaurant;   

(3)    Institutional (museum, educational use, charitable or philanthropic institution, municipal
use, club or lodge);   

(4)    Recreational (indoor commercial recreation); and   

(5)    Appropriate accessory uses.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-128.  Special permit required. 

§ 173-128.  Special permit required. 

The proposed adaptive reuse of a historic mill within the Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay
District may be conducted upon the issuance of a special permit by the Planning Board, in
accordance with § 173-47, Special Permits, and upon site plan approval pursuant to § 173-49,
Site Plan Review, subject to the requirements set forth herein. No other use or structures shall be
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permitted in conjunction with the conversion of a historic mill, except as specifically provided
herein.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-129.  Special Permit Granting Authority. 

§ 173-129.  Special Permit Granting Authority. 

The Planning Board shall serve as the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) pursuant to
this Article.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-130.  Application.  

§ 173-130.  Application.  

A.    Pre-application review. The applicant is strongly encouraged to request a pre-application
review at a regular business meeting of the Planning Board prior to submitting a formal
application. The purpose of a pre-application review is to minimize the applicant's costs of
engineering and to commence discussions with the Planning Board at the earliest possible
stage in the development. At the pre-application review, the applicant may outline the
proposed project for adaptive reuse, seek preliminary feedback from the Planning Board
and/or its technical experts, and set a timetable for submittal of a formal application. No
formal filings are required for the pre-application review; however, the applicant is
encouraged to prepare sufficient preliminary architectural and/or engineering drawings to
inform the Planning Board of the scale and overall design of the proposed project.  

B.    Special Permit/Site Plan Review. An application for a special permit for the adaptive reuse of
a historic mill shall be submitted to the Planning Board on forms furnished by the Planning
Board in accordance with § 173-47, Special Permits. Each such special permit application
shall be accompanied by a site plan conforming to the requirements of § 173-49.1, as well as
the following:   

(1)    A floor plan to scale for each building indicating, if applicable:   

(a)  Proposed use of floor space;   

(b)  Number of units;   

(c)  Number of bedrooms;   

(d)  Square footage for each unit or space;     

(2)    A plan describing the care, custody and control of all dams and water rights;   

(3)    A plan for any waste water treatment facility, if applicable;   

(4)    Narrative reports describing the following:   

(a)  A proposed development schedule (including start date, rate of development, phases,
estimated completion date);   

(b)  Information pertaining to any organization which the applicant proposes to form
where the development is to be a condominium or other ownership organization,
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including forms and plans to be used to organize and manage the same, for approval
as to form by Town Counsel;   

(c)  Copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other restrictions which the
Applicant proposes to grant to the Town, the Conservation Commission, utility
companies, any condominium or other ownership organization and the owners
thereof, including plans of land to which they are intended to apply, for approval as
to form by Town Counsel;   

(d)  A concise narrative prepared by a preservation consultant including any and all
historical information shall be submitted to the Northbridge Planning Board and the
Northbridge Historical Commission for comment.        

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / ARTICLE XIX, Historic Mill Adaptive Reuse Overlay District  [Added
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-131.  Development standards. 

§ 173-131.  Development standards. 

In order to be eligible for consideration for a special permit pursuant to this Article, the proposed
development shall meet all of the following standards:  

A.    Density. For the conversion of a historic mill that proposes multi-family dwelling units, the
maximum number of dwelling units shall not exceed 10 units per gross acre of the combined
parcels of the development. The Planning Board may grant a density bonus under the
following provision:   

(1)    Affordability: For each affordable dwelling unit provided above the minimum required
10%, two additional dwelling units may be permitted.    

B.    Parking. Number of Parking Spaces. The Applicant shall provide adequate parking to serve
all anticipated uses on the property, with information detailing the method of computation of
parking spaces. The minimum number of parking spaces shall be computed using the
requirements of § 173-27. The Planning Board may allow a reduction of the required number
of spaces by up to 25% if it can be demonstrated that two or more uses within the
development can share parking spaces. In determining the appropriate reduction, if any, the
Planning Board may give consideration to the hours of operation and/or usage of the
proposed uses within the development, the opinions of merchants, residents and municipal
officials as to the adequacy or inadequacy of parking spaces within the surrounding area, as
well as other relevant information.  

C.    Expansion of Existing Buildings. Existing buildings, through a special permit under this
section, may be expanded provided that such expansion is consistent with the existing
building's historic character and scale and does not cause substantial detriment after
considering the factors set forth herein.  

D.    New Buildings. New buildings, through a special permit under this section, may be
constructed provided that the number, type, scale, architectural style, and uses within such
new buildings shall be subject to Planning Board approval.  

E.    Affordable Dwelling Units. As a condition of any special permit for the conversion of a
historic mill that proposes multi-family dwelling units, a minimum of 10% of the total
number of dwelling units shall be required, in perpetuity, to be restricted to persons
qualifying as moderate income in accordance with the Massachusetts Department of Housing
and Community Development definitions of low and moderate incomes. 
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    Affordable units shall be dispersed throughout the development and shall be
indistinguishable from market rate units. The Town of Northbridge, through its Housing
Authority and/or Office of Community Development, shall be responsible for selecting
purchasers or tenants, and monitoring and insuring the long-term affordability of the units.    
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6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 28]  / § 173-132.  Action by the Planning Board. 

§ 173-132.  Action by the Planning Board. 

The Planning Board, after considering reports from consultants and other Boards and/or
Commissions, may grant a special permit for the conversion of a historic mill where it makes the
following findings:  

A.    The proposed adaptive reuse constitutes an appropriate renovation as defined above; and  

B.    The proposed conversion does not cause substantial detriment to the neighborhood or Town
after considering the traffic, environmental, fiscal, and community impacts.EN(32)         

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / Table of Area Regulations

Table of Area Regulations

Minimum required where serviced by public sewer system

District Use

Area
(square

feet)
Width
(feet)

Yards
Front
(feet)

Side
(feet)

Rear
(feet)

R-1 Any permitted structure or
principal use -

30,000 150 40 15 50

R-2 One-family detached dwelling 20,000 100 40 10 40

Two-family dwelling 20,000 125 30 10 40

R-3 One-family detached dwelling
[Amended 9-10-1955 STM,
Art. 8; 5-5-1998 ATM, Art.
20]

20,000 100 25 10 30

Two-family dwelling 20,000 125 20 10 30

R-4 One-family detached dwelling 5,000 60 15 8 20

Two-family dwelling 10,000 80 15 10 20

Multifamily dwelling 5,000, plus
2,500 per

unit

100 10 10 15

R-5 One-family detached dwelling 5,000 60 15 8 20

Two-family dwelling 5,000 60 15 10 20

Multifamily dwelling 2,000, plus 50 10 10 15
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District Use

Area
(square

feet)
Width
(feet)

Yards
Front
(feet)

Side
(feet)

Rear
(feet)

2,000 per
unit

R-6 One-family detached dwelling 10,000 200 50 20 50

Townhouse dwelling See § 173-17.

Historic inn Added 6-17-2003
ATM, Art. 20]

60,000, plus
2,500 per

lodging unit

200 50 50 50

B-1 Hotel and motel 40,000, plus
1,000 per

unit

100 20 20 20

Any other permitted structure or
principal

1,000 20 None None None

B-2 Automotive sales, service or
repair establishment

10,000 100 25 10 25

Motion-picture or amusement
and recreation establishment

20,000 125 25 12 25

Any other permitted structure or
principal use

5,000 40 10 8 10

B-3 Hotel or motel [Added
9-11-1990 STM, Art. 20]

40,000, plus
1,000 per

room

100 30 15 15

Any other permitted structure or
use [Added 9-11-1990 STM,
Art. 20]

15,000 100 30 15 15

I-1 Any permitted structure or
principal use

40,000 100 20 20 20

H Any permitted structure or
principal use [Added 5-13-80
ATM; Art. 39]

20,000 100 40 10 40

Minimum required where not serviced by public sewer system.

R-1 Any permitted structure or
principal use

40,000 200 40 25 50

R-2 Any permitted structure or
principal use
[Amended11-10-1998 ATM,
Art. 20]

40,000 150 40 15 40

R-3 One-family detached dwelling 20,000 100 40 10 30
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District Use

Area
(square

feet)
Width
(feet)

Yards
Front
(feet)

Side
(feet)

Rear
(feet)

Two-family dwelling 30,000 125 40 10 30

R-4 One-family detached dwelling 5,000 60 15 8 20

Two-family dwelling 10,000 80 15 10 20

Multifamily dwelling 5,000, plus
2,500 per

unit

100 10 10 15

R-5 One-family detached dwelling 5,000 60 15 8 20

Two-family dwelling 5,000 60 15 10 20

Multifamily dwelling 2,000, plus
2,000 per

unit

50 10 10 15

R-6 Historic inn [Added 6-17-2003
ATM, Art. 20]

60,000, plus
2,500 per

lodging unit

200 50 50 50

B-1 Hotel and motel 40,000, plus
1,000 per

unit

100 20 20 20

Any other permitted structure or
principal

1,000 20 None None None

B-2 Automotive sales, service or
repair establishment

10,000 100 25 10 25

Motion-picture or amusement
and recreation establishment

20,000 125 25 12 25

Any other permitted structure or
principal

5,000 40 10 8 10

B-3 [Added 9-11-1990 STM, Art
21]

40,000 150 30 15 15

1-1 Any permitted structure or
principal use

40,000 100 20 20 20

1-2 Any permitted structure or
principal use

40,000 150 50 20 50

NOTES:
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(1) Except for multiple-family developments, shopping center, industrial complex, community
facilities and public utilities, only one principal structure shall be permitted on one lot.
Principal structures, so limited, shall be completely unobstructed in view from the street,
except for vegetation and permitted accessory signs.

(2) A corner lot shall have minimum street yards with depths which shall be the same as the
required front yard depths for the adjoining lots.

(3) A side yard which is used for a legal service driveway shall have a minimum width of 10
feet.

(4) At each end of a through lot, there shall be a setback depth required which is equal to the
front yard depth required for the district in which each street frontage is located.

(5) No building except a boathouse shall be within 25 feet of any watercourse or wetland area
or, if subject to flooding, within 25 feet beyond its floodline. No land or structure shall be
exempted from floodplain or wetland regulations established pursuant to general law.

(6) Projections into required yards or other required open spaces are permitted, subject to the
following:

(a) Balcony or bay window, limited in total length to one-half the length of the building:
not more than two feet.

(b) Open terrace or steps or stoop under four feet in height: up to one-half the required
yard setback.

(c) Steps or stoop over four feet in height, windowsill, chimney, roof eave, fire escape,
fire tower, storm enclosure or similar architectural features: not more than two feet.

(7) In any R District, any permitted accessory building shall conform to the following
provisions: It shall not occupy more than 40% of the required rear yard: it shall he not less
than 60 feet from any street lot line, except on a corner lot used for garage purposes, then the
same distance as the required depth of the front yard for the adjacent lots: it shall not be less
than six feet from any lot line; it shall not exceed 25 feet in height. And, if a private
in-ground swimming pool, it shall be completely enclosed by a fence at least four feet in
height with a maximum height of six feet and secured by a locked gate. Aboveground
private swimming pools must be equipped with a suitable safety device limiting direct
access to the pool. [Amended 5-2-1989 ATM, Art. 9]

(8) No building or structure in an industrial district (except fencing) shall be erected within 100
feet of a residential district boundary, except where the zoning district boundary is in a street
in which case the set back from said boundary shall be 75 feet. No building or structure in a
business district (except fencing) shall be erected within 50 feet of a residential district
boundary, except where the zoning district is in a street. Along residential district boundaries
(except streets) landscaping shall be such as to form a vegetated visual buffer zone of a
width of at least 50 feet in industrial districts and 10 feet in business districts. [Amended
6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 26; 5-2-2006 ATM, Art. 19]

(9) The area of the lot, exclusive of area in a street or recorded way open to public use, at least
75% of the minimum lot area required for zoning, shall be contiguous and other than land
located within a line identified as wetland resource areas in accordance with the Wetlands
Protection Act, MGL C. 131, § 40. The proposed structure must be constructed on said
designated contiguous land area. [Added 9-9-1986 STM, Art. 17]
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 173,
ZONING  / Table of Use Regulations

Table of Use Regulations

Town of Northbridge

In the Table of Use Regulations, the uses permitted by right in the district shall be designated by the letter P. Those
uses that may be permitted by special permit in the district, in accordance with § 173-47, shall be designated by the
letter S. Uses designated “––” shall not be permitted in the district.

Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

Residential:             

 One-family detached
dwelling

P P P P S P  —  —  —  —  — S

 Two-family dwelling  — S S P P S  —  —  —  —  — S

 Multifamily
dwelling

[Amended

1-23-1996 STM,

Art. 12]

 —  —  — S P  — S2  —  —  —  —  — 

 Accessory residential
building such as
toolshed, boathouse,
playhouse, shelter
for domestic pets,
private greenhouse,
private swimming
pool and private
detached garage for
noncommercial
vehicles

P P P P P P  —  —  —  —  — P

 Planned townhouse
development

 —  —  —  —  — S  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Community facilities:             

 Church or other
religious purpose

P P P P P P P P P P P P

 Educational purpose
which is religious,
sectarian,
denominational or
public

P P P P P P P P P P P S

 Nonprofit
recreational facility,
not including a
membership club

P P P P P P S S S  —  — S
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Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

 Nonprofit country,
hunting, fishing,
tennis or golf club

P P P S S P  —  —  —  —  —  — 

 Nonprofit day camp
or other nonprofit
camp

P P P S S P  —  —  —  —  — S

 Town building,
except equipment
garage

P P P P P P P P P S S P

 Town cemetery,
including any
crematory therein

S S S S S S S S S  —  —  — 

 Historical
association or
society

S S S S S S P P P  —  — P

 Nonprofit hospital or
sanitorium

S S S S S S  —  —  —  —  —  — 

 Street, bridge, tunnel P P P P P P P P P P P P

 Town equipment
garage

 —  —  —  —  —  — S S  — P P  — 

 Public utility, except
power plant, water
filter plant, sewage
treatment plant and
refuse facility

P P P P P P P P P P P S

 Power plant, water
filter plant, sewage
treatment plant and
refuse facility

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — P S  — 

Agricultural:             

 Agriculture,
horticulture and
floriculture, except a
greenhouse or stand
for retail sale

P P P P P P P P P P P P

 Year-round
greenhouse or stand
for wholesale and
retail sale of
agricultural or farm
products

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23; 10-23-2007

ATM, Art. 12]

S S S S S S P P P S3 S3  — 
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Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

 Temporary (not to
exceed erection or
use for a period
exceeding 3 months
in any 1 year)
greenhouse or stand
for retail sale of
agricultural or farm
products raised
primarily on the
same premises

[Amended

10-23-2007 ATM,

Art. 12]

P P P S S P P P P S S  — 

 Raising and keeping
livestock, horses and
poultry, including
dairy farming, not
including the raising
of swine or fur
animals for
commercial use

P P S S  — S  —  —  —  —  —  — 

 Commercial stables,
kennels or veterinary
hospital in which all
animals, fowl or
other forms of life
are completely
enclosed in pens or
other structures

S S S S  — S  —  —  —  —  —  — 

 Noncommercial
forestry and growing
of all vegetation

P P P P P P P P P P P P

Retail and service:             

 Stores usually selling
a combination of 2
or more of the
following: dry
goods, apparel and
accessories, furniture
and home
furnishings, small
wares, hardware and
food

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23; 10-23-

2007ATM, Art. 12]

 —  —  —  —  —  — P S P S3 S3  — 



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

238

Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

 Establishment
primarily selling
food and drink for
home preparation
and consumption or
on its premises

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23; 10-23-2007

ATM, Art. 12]

 —  —  —  —  —  — P S S S3 S3  — 

 Sales by
dispensertype
vending machines

 —  —  —  —  —  — P P P P P  — 

 Establishments
selling new
automobiles or new
and used
automobiles and
trucks, new
automobile tires and
other accessories,
aircraft, boats,
motorcycles and
household trailers

[Amended

10-23-2007 ATM,

Art. 12]

 —  —  —  —  —  — S P S S S  — 

 Hotels and motels

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23; 10-23-2007

ATM, Art. 12]

 —  —  —  — S  — P P P S3 S3  — 

 Lodging house

[Amended

10-22-1996 ATM,

Art. 22]

 —  — S S S  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

 Bed-and-breakfast
inn

[Added 10-22- 1996

ATM, Art. 22;

amended

10-22-2002 ATM,

Art. 10]

S S S  —  — S S  —  —  —  — S

 Personal service
establishments

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23; 10-23-2007

ATM, Art. 12]

 —  —  —  —  —  — P S P S3 S3  — 
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Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

 Funeral home or
mortuary
establishment

 —  — S S P  — P S  —  —  — S

 Convalescent or
nursing home

S S S S S  —  —  —  —  —  — S

 Membership club S S S S S S P S S  —  — S

 Miscellaneous
business offices and
services

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23; 10-23-2007

ATM, Art. 12]

 —  —  —  —  —  — P S P S3 S3  — 

 Home occupation
(subject to § 173-13)

P P P P P P P P P P P P

 Automotive repair,
automobile services
and garages (not
including a junkyard
or open storage of
abandoned
automobiles or other
vehicles)

[Amended

6-15-2004 ATM,

Art. 29]

 —  —  —  —  —  — S5 P  — S S  — 

 Automotive or other
junkyard or open
storage of abandoned
automobiles or other
vehicles

 —  —  —  —  —  —  — S  — S  —  — 

 Miscellaneous repair
service

 —  —  —  —  —  — S P  —  —  —  — 

 Motion-picture
establishment

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23; 10-23-2007

ATM, Art. 12]

 —  —  —  —  —  — P P P S3 S3  — 

 Amusement and
recreation services

 —  —  —  —  —  — S S S  —  —  — 

 Commercial
recreation, exercise
and athletic facilities

[Added 6-15-2004

ATM, Art. 25;

amended 5-5-2009

ATM, Art. 22]

 —  —  —  —  —  —  S6 S6 S6 S S  — 
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Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

 Horse racing facility
and all accessory
uses incidental to a
horse track, on a site
containing at least 50
acres, provided that
no accessory uses
will be permitted on
the site until a track
is constructed for
live horse racing

[Added 1-25-1992

STM, Art. 1]

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — P  — 

 Taxi and bus
terminals

 —  —  —  —  —  — P P S  —  —  — 

 Communications and
television towers

S S  —  —  —  — S S  — S S  — 

 Airport and landing
strip

S  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S S  — 

 Commercial parking
lot or structure

[Amended

1-23-1996 STM,

Art. 10]

 —  — S S S  — P P P S S  — 

 Planned business
development [see
§ 173-47B(2)]

[Amended

6-11-2002 ATM,

Art. 23;[Amended

10-23-2007 ATM,

Art. 12]

 —  —  —  —  —  — S S P S S  — 

 Accessory use S S S S S  — S S S P P  — 
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Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

 Use accessory to
activities permitted
as a matter of right,
which activities are
necessary in
connection with
scientific research or
scientific
development or
related production.
The accessory use
does not have to be
located on the same
parcel as the
principal use. In
issuance of the
special permit, the
Board of Appeals
must find that the
proposed accessory
use does not
substantially
derogate from the
public good

S S S S S S S S S S S S

 Retail use accessory
to a wholesale trade
when that retail use
occupies 10% or less
of the total square
footage of the
building housing that
wholesale trade

[Added 10-22-1996

ATM, Art. 21]

N N N N N  — N N N P P N

 Office for
administrative,
executive,
professional, sales
and other similar
uses

[Added 11- 14-2000

ATM, Art. 18]

         S P  

 Research &
Development
(laboratory for
scientific,
agricultural, or
industrial research)

[Added 11-14-2000

ATM, Art. 18]

         S P  

 Tattoo parlor/ body
piercing studio

[Added 10-22-2002

ATM, Art. 9]

      S  S    
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Use R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 B-1 B-2 B31 I-1 I-2 H

 Historic inn4

[Added 6-17-2003

ATM, Art. 20]

     S       

Agri-Tourism Farm

[Added 5-4-2010

ATM, Art. 15]

P P P P P P P P P — — —

Wholesale and
manufacturing:

            

 Mining and
quarrying

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S S  — 

 Construction
activities or suppliers

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S S  — 

 Manufacturing and
light industries

 —  —  —  —  —  — S S  — P P  — 

 Railroads and
railway express
service

 —  —  —  —  —  — S S  — P P  — 

 Trucking service and
warehousing

 —  —  —  —  —  —  — S  — P P  — 

 Other transportation
services (taxicabs)

 —  —  —  —  —  —  — S  — P P  — 

 Wholesale trade  —  —   —  —  —  — S S P P  — 

Adult entertainment
uses

[Added 10-28-1997

ATM, Art. 19]

            

 Adult bookstore  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  S  — 

 Adult motion-picture
theater

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S  — 

 Adult paraphernalia
store

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S  — 

 Adult video store  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S  — 

 Adult live
entertainment
establishment

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S  — 

Processing & Transfer
Facilities

[Added 9-23-2003

STM, Art. 1]

            

 Infectious Waste
Transfer Station

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — S S  — 

 Infectious Waste
Processing Facility

 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 
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NOTES:

1  [Added 9-11-1990 STM, Art. 20]

2  The area, width and yard requirements for such use shall be as required in the R-5 District.

3  Use shall only be allowed if part of a Planned Business Development.

[Added 6-11-2002 ATM, Art. 23]

4  Parking shall be provided as per Article VIII; said parking shall be prohibited within the front yard, as
defined herein.

[Added 6-17-2003 ATM, Art. 20]

5  No special permit shall be required for automobile service stations in the B-1 district that primarily sell
gasoline, do not provide automobile repair services and are located on a parcel of land containing at least
40,000 sq.ft. of area.

[Added 6-15-2004 ATM, Art. 29]

6  No special permit shall be required for commercial recreation, exercise and athletic facilities in the B-1
District when the square-footage of the building designated for such use is less than or equal to 1,000
square feet. No special permit shall be required for commercial recreation, exercise and athletic facilities
in the B-2 District when the square-footage of the building designated for such use is less than or equal to
3,000 square feet. No special permit shall be required for commercial recreation, exercise and athletic
facilities in the B-3 District when the square-footage of the building designated for such use is less than
or equal to 7,000 square feet.

[Added 5-5-2009 ATM, Art. 22]

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Chapter 222, SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Planning Board of the Town of Northbridge 5-11-1998.
Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Numbering of buildings -- See Ch. 7, Section 7-100. 
Earth removal -- See Ch. 7, Section 7-200. 

Wetlands protection -- See Ch. 7, Section 7-700. 
Sewers -- See Ch. 10.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE I, Title, Purpose and
Authority 
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ARTICLE I, Title, Purpose and Authority 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE I, Title, Purpose and
Authority  / § 222-1.  Title. 

§ 222-1.  Title. 

These rules and regulations of the Northbridge Planning Board shall be known and may be cited
as the "Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land, Northbridge, Massachusetts,"
which herein are called these "rules and regulations."  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE I, Title, Purpose and
Authority  / § 222-2.  Purpose. 

§ 222-2.  Purpose. 

The Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land, Town of Northbridge,
Massachusetts, have been enacted as provided in MGL C. 41 "for the purpose of protecting the
safety, convenience and welfare of the inhabitants" of Northbridge "by regulating the laying out
and construction of ways in subdivisions providing access to the several lots therein, but which
have not become public ways, and ensuring sanitary conditions in subdivision and, in proper
cases, parks and open areas. The powers of the Planning Board and of the Board of Appeals
under the Subdivision Control Law shall be exercised with due regard for the provision of
adequate access to all of the lots in a subdivision by ways that will be save and convenient for
travel; for lessening congestion in such ways and in the adjacent public ways; for reducing
danger to life and limb in the operation of motor vehicles; for securing safety in case of fire,
flood, panic and other emergencies; for ensuring compliance with the applicable zoning
ordinances or bylaws; for securing adequate provision for water, sewerage, drainage and
underground utility services, fire, police and other similar municipal equipment and
streetlighting and other requirements where necessary in a subdivision; and for coordinating the
ways in a subdivision with each other and with the public ways in the town and with the ways in
neighboring subdivisions." It is the intent of these rules and regulations that any subdivision plan
filed with the Board shall receive the approval of such Board if said plan conforms to the
recommendation of the Board of Health and to the reasonable rules and regulations of the Board
pertaining to subdivision of land; provided, however, that such Board may, when appropriate,
waive, as provided for in MGL C. 41, § 81-R, such portions of these rules and regulations as are
deemed advisable.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE I, Title, Purpose and
Authority  / § 222-3.  Statutory authority. 

§ 222-3.  Statutory authority. 

Under the authority vested in the Planning Board of the Town of Northbridge by MGL C. 41,
§ 81-Q, said Board hereby amends those rules and regulations governing the subdivision of land
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in the Town of Northbridge which took effect on the 13th day of November 1956. Such amended
rules and regulations shall be effective on and after the 13th day of May 1998.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE II, General Provisions 

ARTICLE II, General Provisions 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE II, General Provisions  /
§ 222-4.  Definitions. 

§ 222-4.  Definitions. 

For the purpose of these rules and regulations, unless a contrary intention clearly appears, the
terms and words defined in the Subdivision Control Law (MGL C. 41, §§ 81-K through 81-GG)
shall have the meanings given therein. The following other terms and words shall have the
following meanings:  

APPLICANT  -- Includes an owner or his agent or representative or his assigns.   

ARTERIAL STREETS  -- Highways which connect Northbridge and other towns and form part
of the state highway system.   

BOARD  -- The Planning Board of the Town of Northbridge.   

MGL  -- Massachusetts General Law.    

STREETS:   

A.    ARTERIAL STREETS -- Highways which connect Northbridge and other towns and form
part of the state highway system.   

B.    MAJOR STREETS -- Those streets which carry traffic from developed areas to an arterial
street.   

C.    SECONDARY STREETS -- Streets that collect traffic from neighborhoods.   

D.    MINOR STREETS -- Streets which provide primary access to abutting properties.   

E.    DEAD-END STREETS/CULS-DE-SAC -- Streets or portions of streets which join another
street at only one point.     

SUBDIVISION  -- The division of a tract of land into one or more lots, and shall include
resubdivision and, when appropriate to the context, shall relate to the process of subdivision or
the land or territory subdivided; provided, however, that the division of a tract of land into two or
more lots shall not be deemed to constitute a subdivision within the meaning of the Subdivision
Control Law if, at the time when it is made, every lot within the tract so divided has frontage on
a public way or a way which the Town Clerk certifies is maintained and used as public way or a
ways shown on a plan theretofore approved and endorsed in accordance with the Subdivision
Control Law or a way in existence when the Subdivision Control Law became effective in the
Town of Northbridge, having, in the opinion of the Board, sufficient width, suitable grades and
adequate construction to provide for the needs of vehicular traffic in relation to the proposed use
of the land abutting thereon or served thereby and for the buildings erected or to be erected
thereon. Such frontage shall be at least of such distance as is then required by zoning or other
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ordinances or bylaws for the erection of a building on such lot. Conveyances or other
instruments adding to, taking away from or changing the size and shape of lots in such a manner
as not to leave any lot so affected without frontage above set forth or the division of a tract of
land on which two or more buildings were standing when the subdivision Control Law went into
effect in the Town of Northbridge into separate lots onto of which one of such buildings remains
standing shall not constitute a "subdivision."   

SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW  -- Refer to MGL C. 41, §§ 81-K to 81GG, inclusive, entitled
"Subdivision Control."   

SUBDIVISION, TYPE I  -- A subdivision for residential purposes in which the minimum lot
size in the applicable zoning district is 20,000 square feet or more.   

SUBDIVISION, TYPE II  -- A subdivision for residential purposes in which the minimum lot
size in the applicable zoning district is less than 20,000 square feet.   

SUBDIVISION, TYPE III  -- A subdivision for business or industrial purposes.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE II, General Provisions  /
§ 222-5.  Limitation on number of dwellings per lot. 

§ 222-5.  Limitation on number of dwellings per lot. 

No more than one building designed or available for use for dwelling purposes shall be erected
or placed or converted to use as such on any lot in a subdivision or elsewhere in the Town of
Northbridge without the consent of the Board. Such consent may be conditional upon the
providing of adequate ways furnishing access to each site for such building in the same manner
as otherwise required for lots within a subdivision.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE II, General Provisions  /
§ 222-6.  Plan approval not required.  

§ 222-6.  Plan approval not required.  

A.    Submission requirements.  

(1)    Any person who wishes to have a plan of land recorded in the Registry of Deeds or to be
filed with the Land Court and believes that his plan does not require approval under the
Subdivision Control Law shall submit his plan, the required filing fee, four contact
prints and a properly executed Form A to the Planning Board at a regularly scheduled
meeting, accompanied by the necessary evidence to show that the plan does not require
approval. Said person shall file, by delivery or registered mail, a notice with the Town
Clerk stating the date of submission for such determination, accompanied by a copy of
said application and a description of the land to which the plan relates.  

(2)    If the notice is given by delivery, the Town Clerk shall, if requested, give a written
receipt therefor.    

B.    Form and contents of plan. Said plan shall be of the dimensions 81/2 by 11 inches, up to a
maximum of 24 by 36 inches, shall be prepared in such a manner as to meet the Registry of
Deeds and/or Land Court requirements for recording and shall contain the following
information:  
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(1)    Identification of the plan by name and signature of the owner of record and the location
of the land in question, including Deed, Book and Page reference, the Assessor's Map
and lot number, area and the frontage in feet, the scale, North point and date.  

(2)    The statement "Approval Under Subdivision Control Law Not Required" and sufficient
space in the lower right hand corner for the date and signatures of all five members of
the Board.  

(3)    All ANR plans shall contain the statement "Endorsement of this plan does not imply the
plan complies with the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Northbridge."  

(4)    The Zoning Classification and any zoning district boundaries that may lie within the
locus of the plan.  

(5)    In the case of the creation of a new lot, the remaining land area and frontage of the land
in the ownership of the applicant shall be shown.  

(6)    Notice of any and all decisions of the Zoning Board of Appeals, including but not
limited to variances and special permits, regarding the land or any building thereon.  

(7)    The names and status of private and public ways shown on the plan. The Planning Board
may require the applicant to obtain written verification by the Town Clerk that there is
sufficient frontage on an established public way or a way maintained and used as a
public way.  

(8)    Names of abutters from the most recent tax list. If the applicant has knowledge of any
changes subsequent to the latest available Assessor's records, this information shall be
indicated on the plan.  

(9)    The bearings and distance of all lines of the lot or lots shown on the plan and the
distance to the nearest permanent monument.   

(10)  The location of existing buildings on the land shown on the plan or within 50 feet of its
boundaries, including setback and side and rear yard designations as determined by the
Official Map of the Town Assessors, the Registry of Deeds and other means.   

(11)  Existing contours at five foot intervals and the location of any topographic features
which interfere with the use of the frontage for access.   

(12)  The location of all bounds, fences, walls and bodies of water, including but not limited
to streams, brooks, watercourses, ponds, lakes, floodplains and other standing bodies of
water. Said plan shall reflect the average annual high-water level with respect to any
such bodies of water.   

(13)  A locus map at a scale of one inch to 1,000 feet.   

(14)  The following statement, if the plan shows any parcel or parcels which are not intended
as a building lot: "Not a building lot; no further building may occur without further
approval by a Planning Board pursuant to the Subdivision Control Law."   

(15)  The names and addresses of the record owner of the land and applicant, and the name,
seal and signature of the registered land surveyor or engineer who prepared the plan.    

C.    Additional requirements. Justification/description of basis for claim to ANR endorsement,
clearly noted both on the application form and on the plan (i.e. required frontage on a town
accepted road, separation of lots with buildings which preexist subdivision control (including
evidence), etc.).  

D.    Review and decision process.  

(1)    The Planning Board, in considering an application for a determination that approval is
not required, shall first determine whether the application is a proper submittal. If the
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Board determines that the application is not a proper submittal, the applicant shall be
denied endorsement without prejudice. If the application is determined to be a proper
submittal, the Board shall consider the application.  

(2)    If the Planning Board determines that the plan does not require approval under the
Subdivision Control Law, the Board shall, without a public hearing and within 21 days
of submission of the plan to the Planning Board, endorse on the plan the certification
that "Planning Board approval under the Subdivision Control Law is not required." Such
endorsement shall not be withheld unless the plan shows a subdivision or the applicant
has submitted insufficient evidence to substantiate the basis for claiming that the plan
does not show a subdivision as provided in MGL C. 41, § 81-L.  

(3)    If the Planning Board determines that the plan does require approval under the
Subdivision Control Law, it shall send written notice by certified mail to the applicant of
this determination and shall also give written notice to the Town Clerk within 21 days of
the plan submission.  

(4)    One print of the plan shall be retained in the files of the Planning Board with a notation
of the Board's action, and copies of the plan and action shall be sent to the Building
Inspector, Town Clerk and Town Assessor.    

E.    Approval criteria.  

(1)    The Planning Board shall determine that approval is not required if and only if each of
the lots shown on the plan or altered by the plan meets one or all of the following
criteria:   

(a)  The lot has frontage on a public way or way which is maintained and used as a
public way. In determining whether a way has been used and maintained as a public
way, the Board shall require written evidence from the Town Clerk be submitted by
the applicant to substantiate that the way is under public maintenance under vote of
the town and has been in continuous and substantial use by the general public
without permission of the landowners for at least 20 years. Sporadic use, use by a
few persons or use by agreement of the abutters shall not suffice.   

(b)  The lot has frontage on a way shown on a definitive plan previously approved and
endorsed and registered with the Land Court or Registry of Deeds in accordance
with the Subdivision Control Law.   

(c)  The lot has frontage on a way in existence when the Subdivision Control Law
became effective in Northbridge which the Planning Board finds has significant
width, suitable grades and adequate construction to provide for the needs of
vehicular traffic in relation to the proposed use of the land abutting thereon and for
the installation of municipal services to serve such land and the existing and future
buildings on such land.   

(d)  The frontage shall be at least the minimum frontage required by the Northbridge
Zoning Bylaws.EN(33) Further, such frontage shall provide adequate access to each
lot and to uses allowed on each lot under zoning.    

(2)    In determining the adequacy of a way, the Board may use the following guidelines:   

(a)  Is the right-of-way at least 40 feet wide and of reasonable horizontal alignment?   

(b)  Does the existing horizontal and vertical alignment of the roadway provide safe
visibility?   

(c)  Is the roadway constructed to a minimum pavement width of 18 feet and have
adequate provisions for drainage?   
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(d)  Is the roadway surface adequate to accommodate the vehicular traffic to be
generated by the division of land?   

(e)  Have provisions been made for adequate public utilities to each lot shown on the
submitted plan?        

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE II, General Provisions  /
§ 222-7.  Plan approval required. 

§ 222-7.  Plan approval required. 

No person shall make a subdivision within the meaning of the Subdivision Control Law of any
land within the town or proceed with the improvement or sale of lots in a subdivision or the
construction of ways or the installation of municipal services therein unless and until a definitive
plan has been submitted to and approved by the Board and only then in accordance with the
conditions of approval and the procedures set out in these rules and regulations.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE III, Procedures for
Submission and Approval of Plans 

ARTICLE III, Procedures for Submission and Approval of Plans 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE III, Procedures for
Submission and Approval of Plans  / § 222-8.  Preliminary plan.  

§ 222-8.  Preliminary plan.  

A.    General submission requirements.  

(1)    Submittal of a preliminary plan is recommended prior to the submittal of a definitive
plan for a residential subdivision. The preliminary plan is required prior to the submittal
of a definitive plan for a nonresidential subdivision. The preliminary plan shall be
submitted to the Planning Board and the Board of Health. The information included in
the submittal shall include the following:   

(a)  The preliminary plan on reproducible material and 11 prints thereof.   

(b)  A properly executed application Form B.   

(c)  One set of reproducible reductions of the preliminary plan, said reductions not to
exceed 11 inches by 17 inches in outside dimensions, shall be filed with the Planning
Board.   

(d)  The required filing fee.   

(e)  Written consent of the property owner to the filing and of the plan if the applicant is
not the property owner.    

(2)    The applicant shall also file, be delivery or registered mail or certified mail, a notice
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with the Town Clerk stating the date of submission of the plan to the Board,
accompanied by a properly executed Form B. If the notice is given by delivery, the
Town Clerk shall, if requested, give a written receipt therefor.    

B.    Plan preparation and contents. The preliminary plan shall be prepared by a registered
professional engineer and a registered land surveyor and shall bear the professional seal and
signature. The plan shall be drawn on tracing paper at a suitable scale, preferably 40 feet to
the inch. The plan shall be designed as a preliminary subdivision plan, which will provide a
clear basis for discussion of the subdivision and for preparation of the definitive plan. The
plan shall contain the following:  

(1)    The subdivision name, boundaries, North point, date, scale, legend and the title
"Preliminary Subdivision Plan."  

(2)    The names and addresses and signatures of the owner of record of the land, the names
and addresses of the subdivider, designer, engineer and/or surveyor who prepared the
plan. This information shall appear in the lower right hand corner.  

(3)    A completed certified list of abutters, as determined from the most recent tax list and, if
the applicant has knowledge of changes subsequent to the latest available Assessor's
Records, this information shall be included. The certified list of abutters shall include all
property owners of land within 500 feet of a property line of the subdivision.  

(4)    The locus of the land, drawn at a scale of 1,000 feet to the inch, shown on the plan with
sufficient information to accurately locate the plan.  

(5)    Easements, rights-of-way, covenants or restrictions applicable to the area shown on the
plan.  

(6)    The location, names and widths of adjacent streets or streets providing access to,
approaching or within reasonable proximity of the subdivision. The existing streets shall
be marked as to whether they are or are not accepted ways.  

(7)    The location, names and proposed widths and exterior lines of the streets within the
subdivision; a statement as to whether the proposed streets will be maintained as private
streets or offered to the town for acceptance; the location of easements and public or
common areas within the subdivision.  

(8)    Major features of the land, such as existing walls, fences, monuments, buildings,
wooded areas, outcroppings, ditches, swamps, water bodies and natural waterways.
Where available, aerial photographs may be required.  

(9)    Layout of the proposed systems of drainage, sewage disposal and water installation in a
general manner, including adjacent natural waterways intended to receive drainage
effluent.   

(10)  The approximate boundary lines of proposed lots, with approximate areas and
dimensions.   

(11)  The topography of the land, with two-foot contour intervals, based on the United States
Coast and Geodetic Datum. Water bodies and other elevations shall be shown.   

(12)  Documentation of adjoining land and water owned by the applicant or in the same
ownership as any of the land being subdivided, accompanied by a sketch plan showing a
feasible future street layout for such contiguous land.   

(13)  The zoning classification of the land shown on the plan, together with any zoning
boundary lines that may lie within or near the subdivision.   

(14)  Notice of any decisions by the Zoning Board of Appeals, including but not limited to
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variances and special permits regarding the land or any buildings thereon.   

(15)  If the preliminary plan application contains more than one sheet or drawing, each sheet
or drawing titled and numbered including an index sheet showing the contents of each
sheet.   

(16)  A written document listing waivers to these regulations, which may be requested by the
applicant.    

C.    Acceptance of the plan.  

(1)    Upon the submittal of a preliminary plan application to the Planning Board and to the
Town Clerk, the application will be considered to be conditionally accepted pending
review of its contents. Within 21 days, the Board shall determine whether the
application is complete. An application which does not contain all of the material
described in § 222-8 shall be considered incomplete, shall not be considered to have
been filed and shall not be accepted for processing. In such case, the Board shall notify
the Town Clerk and the applicant, in writing, stating the reasons for that determination.  

(2)    If the application is considered to be complete or if applicant and the Town Clerk are not
notified that the application is incomplete within 21 days, the application shall be
considered complete as of the date originally submitted.  

(3)    If a revised application is submitted, it shall be considered to be a new application and
shall be subject to the same procedures and determinations as to completeness as are set
forth above.  

(4)    The time periods set forth in these Subdivision Rules and MGL C. 41, during which the
Planning Board shall issue a decision will not start until the application is complete.    

D.    Review and decision process.  

(1)    Approval of a preliminary plan.   

(a)  The Planning Board may give such preliminary plan approval, with or without
conditions, after the Board's review of reports of the Board of Health, Board of
Selectmen, Conservation Commission, Director of Public Works, Police
Department, Fire Department, Safety Committee and the Planning Board's
consultants. Such approval does not constitute a waiver of the Board's right to
require further changes in the plan nor does it constitute approval of the subdivision
but facilitates the preparation of the definitive plan by possibly identifying major
deficiencies or problems.   

(b)  The original of the preliminary plan, properly endorsed, will be returned to the
applicant. Within 45 days, the Board shall notify the applicant by certified mail that
the plan has been approved, with or without conditions, or that the plan has been
disapproved, unless an extension has been requested by the applicant in the same
manner as provided for in the definitive plan.   

(c)  Any definitive plan evolved from such preliminary plan shall be governed by the
rules and regulations relative to Subdivision Control Law in effect at the time of the
submission of the preliminary plan, provided that the definitive plan is duly
submitted within seven months from the date on which the preliminary plan was
properly submitted.    

(2)    Disapproval of a preliminary plan. In the event of disapproval, the Planning Board shall
state the reasons for its disapproval in accord with MGL C. 41, § 81-S. The Board shall
notify the Town Clerk of its disapproval.  

(3)    Failure of the Board to act. If the Board fails to act upon a plan submitted under this
section or fails to notify the Town Clerk and the persons submitting the plan of its action
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within 45 days (or such mutually agreed upon time) after its submission, the plan shall
be deemed to have preliminary plan approval under the Subdivision Control Law.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE III, Procedures for
Submission and Approval of Plans  / § 222-9.  Definitive plan.  

§ 222-9.  Definitive plan.  

A.    Submission requirements.  

(1)    For a definitive plan to be accepted as duly submitted in accordance with these rules and
regulations and the General Laws of Massachusetts, any person who submits a definitive
plan of a subdivision to the Planning Board for approval shall file with the Planning
Board all items required in § 222-9. Such submission shall be filed at a regularly
scheduled meeting of the Planning Board. The applicant shall file by delivery or
registered certified mail a notice with the Town Clerk stating that the date of submission
for such approval, accompanied by a copy of the completed application for approval and
a copy of the definitive plan. The submission shall include, as a minimum, the
following:   

(a)  An original drawing of the definitive plan and 12 contact prints thereof, dark line on
white background.   

(b)  One set of reproducible reduction of said plans, the reductions not to exceed 11
inches by 17 inches in outside dimensions.   

(c)  The required filing fee.   

(d)  If the applicant is not the property owner, consent of the property owner to the filing
of the subdivision application.   

(e)  Proof that the applicant has submitted two copies of the application materials to the
Board of Health.   

(f)  A properly executed application for approval of a definitive plan, Form C.   

(g)  A certified list of abutters as determined from the most recent tax list and, if the
applicant has knowledge of changes in the list subsequent to the latest available
Assessor's records, this information shall be included. The certified list of abutters
shall include all property owners of land within 500 feet of a property line of the
subdivision.    

(2)    The Board may decline to approve any plan unless the applicant agrees to complete the
ways shown thereon and install the public utilities aforesaid within two years of the date
of this approval of the definitive plan or such other time as agreed to by the Board. If the
ways in any subdivision are not completed and utilities aforesaid are not installed within
the time so agreed to by the applicant, no such way shall thereafter be laid out,
constructed, completed or opened for public use unless and until a new application is
filed with and approved by the Board. Ways or portions thereof not completed within
the agreed-upon time shall thereafter be completed in accordance with the then-in-force
requirements and construction standards of the Planning Board and with applicable
general laws.    

B.    Plan preparation. The definitive plan shall be prepared by a professional engineer and a land
surveyor registered in Massachusetts and shall be clearly and legibly drawn in black India
ink upon tracing cloth, Mylar or similar substance to the following standards:  
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(1)    Sheet sizes shall be 24 inches by 36 inches, including a three-fourths-inch border. An
index sheet shall accompany all plans.  

(2)    The classification and precision of surveys shall conform to Class A or better of the
most recent Land Court Manual of Instructions, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It is
required that all other survey and definitive plan preparation, where not herein specified,
by guided by the Manual of Instructions.  

(3)    The plan shall be at a scale of one inch equals 40 feet or such other scale as the Board
may accept to show details clearly and adequately.  

(4)    Plans and profiles of each individual street shall be at a scale of one inch equals 40 feet
horizontal and one inch equals four feet vertical.  

(5)    All elevations shall refer to the United States Coast and Geodetic Datum and shall be
referenced to the town vertical control system.  

(6)    The attention of the applicant should be directed to the provisions of MGL C. 41,
§ 131-40, Protection of Wetlands. The applicant should consult the Conservation
Commission concerning the possible impact of any violations of said law.    

C.    Plan form and contents. The definitive plan drawings shall contain the following information:  

(1)    The name of the subdivision, boundaries, North arrow (indicate whether true, magnetic,
grid), date, scale, legend and the title "Definitive Subdivision Plan." It shall also include
the names and addresses of the record of owner, the designer, the engineer and the land
surveyor.  

(2)    A locus plan showing the boundaries of the subdivision and its relationship to adjacent
lots and existing ways. The scale of the locus shall be one inch equals 1,000 feet.  

(3)    The location and ownership of abutting property according to the most recent tax list
and, if the applicant has knowledge of changes in the list, to the new abutters, including
all abutting land owned by the applicant not presently being subdivided.  

(4)    Major features of the land, such as existing wetlands, waterways, swamps and water
bodies, natural drainage courses, walls, fences, buildings, large trees, trails, wooded
areas, outcroppings and ditches which exist on the site at the time of the survey.  

(5)    Base flood elevation data as shown in the A Zone on the most recent Northbridge Flood
Insurance Map (FIRM), and Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps, on file with the
Town Clerk.  

(6)    Sufficient data to determine the location, direction and length of every street and way
line, lot line and boundary line and to establish these lines on the ground. This shall
include the lengths and bearings of plan and boundary lines of all subdivision lot lines,
including lot frontage on the streets, of the boundary lines on all streets and easements
and the length, radii, tangents and central angles of all curves in lot lines and street lines.
All angles points or intersections of tangents along the street lines shall be shown. Areas
of lots with lot numbers and the frontage on public ways shall be shown.  

(7)    The location of all permanent monuments properly identified as to whether existing or
proposed.  

(8)    The zoning district classification of land shown on the plan and the location of any
zoning district boundaries that lie within the locus of the plan and the applicable
minimum front, side and rear yard setbacks for each lot as required by the Zoning
Bylaws.  

(9)    The locations, names and present widths of streets or private ways bounding,
approaching or within reasonable proximity of the subdivision, showing both roadway
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widths and rights-of-way widths and any possible access to abutting properties.   

(10)  Copies of all existing easements, covenants and restrictions applying to the area that is
proposed to be subdivided and applying to areas outside the proposed subdivision where
those easements will be used to provide services to the land proposed to be subdivided.
Information shall include any decision on appeal or any variances or special permits
granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals applicable to the subdivision of the land and
any buildings thereon.   

(11)  If the property that comprises the subdivision or any part of boundary thereof has been
examined, approved and confirmed by the Massachusetts Land Court, such information
shall be noted on the plan with the case numbers and other pertinent references to Land
Court procedure, then the same requirement shall apply to any adjoining parcels of land
of the applicant.   

(12)  Plat and parcel numbers from the Assessor's maps.   

(13)  Suitable space to record the action of the Planning Board and the signatures of all
members of the Board, including, where appropriate, the words "deeds of easements to
be recorded herewith" or the words "approved, subject to covenant conditions set forth
in a covenant executed by ______________, dated ____________ and to be recorded
herewith."   

(14)  Profiles, shown on a separate sheet, as follows:   

(a)  Existing profiles on the exterior lines drawn in fine black line, dotted for left- and
dashed for right-side, and proposed profile on the finished center line drawn in fine
black solid line of proposed streets at a horizontal scale of one inch equals 40 feet
and a vertical scale of one inch equals four feet or such other scales acceptable to the
Planning Board. At least two benchmarks are to be shown on plans and profiles and
grade elevations at every fifty-foot station, except in vertical curves which shall be at
every twenty-five-foot section.   

(b)  All existing and proposed intersections and sidewalks, bikeways and walkways and
utilities (storm drains, water mains and sewer mains, if any) shall be shown with all
proposed grad elevations calculated. Elevations are to be referred to the town datum
(United States Coast and Geodetic Survey). Gradients shall be shown by figures
represented in percent.     

(15)  A contour plan as follows.   

(a)  Existing and proposed topography at two-foot contour intervals and by symbols, the
highest known high-water mark of the last five years. There will also be, indicated
by differentiating symbols, the contour line four feet above said high-water mark.   

(b)  Grading details shall indicate proposed street grades and elevations, building street
grades and elevations and drainage patterns throughout the subdivision sufficient to
determine the approximate balance between cut and fill. There shall be a general
note indicating the disposition of topsoil on the site, including how the topsoil will
be stockpiled, the minimum amount of topsoil to be redistributed to the site; and that
no material will leave the site except in accord with the Northbridge Earth Removal
Regulations.EN(34)     

(16)  A utility plan as follows:   

(a)  Size and location of existing and proposed water supply mains and their
appurtenances; hydrants; sewer pipe and their appurtenances and/or sewage disposal
systems; storm drains and their appurtenances and easements pertinent thereto; and
dimensions of gutters, including data on borings and percolation tests made and
method of carrying water to the nearest watercourse or easements for drainage as
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needed, whether or not within the subdivision.   

(b)  No additional surface water will be allowed to discharge onto adjacent existing
streets or onto adjacent property not owned by the applicant. The plan shall clearly
indicate what course the discharge will take and shall present evidence that such
discharge is satisfactory and permitted by the public or private owners of an affected
street or property.   

(c)  Location of proposed streetlights and sidewalks and pedestrian lighting (if required),
transformer pads and fire alarm systems.      

D.    Additional materials and plan requirements.  

(1)    Review by the Board of Health as to suitability of the land. At the time of filing of the
definitive plan the applicant shall also file with the Board of health two copies of the
plan, together with such information in the nature of percolation tests and deep test holes
as the Board of Health may require. The Board of Health shall then, within 45 days after
the filing of the plan, report to the Planning Board, in writing, approval or disapproval of
said plan. If the Board disapproves said plan, it shall make specific findings as to which,
if any, of the lots shown on such plan cannot be used for building purposes without
injury to the public health and include such specific findings and the reasons therefor in
such report and, where possible, shall make recommendations for the adjustment
thereof. Every lot shall be provided with a sewerage system or sewer connection
satisfactory to the Board of Health.  

(2)    Drainage calculations prepared by a registered professional engineer shall be submitted
in a suitable form to substantiate proposed drain pipe sizes, along with amplifying plans
outlining drainage areas within and affecting the subdivision. A plan shall also be
submitted showing the route followed by all drainage discharging from the subdivision
to the primary receiving watercourse or other large bodies of water. Drainage design
shall be based on the methods contained in the United States Soil Conservation Service
Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds, Technical Release No. 55, which may be
obtained from the Soil Conservation Service or referred to in the office of the Planning
Board.  

(3)    A tree plan shall be prepared showing the location and species of proposed street trees
and the locations of trees to be retained with trunks over six inches in diameter,
measured four feet above the finished ground level.  

(4)    On the same sheet as the plan and profile there shall be drawn cross sections of the
proposed street, properly located and identified by station number, at such intervals
along the street as will adequately indicate any variations in its section, supplemented,
where necessary, by lines on the layout plan showing the width and location of proposed
roadways, grass plots, gutters, sidewalks, utilities (storm drains, water mains and sewer
mains, if any) and similar physical features.  

(5)    A tabular summary shall be prepared for the total area in square feet and acreage of the
subdivision plan as submitted. It should indicate:   

(a)  The total area which is being subdivided.   

(b)  The total area of each individual lot.   

(c)  The total of areas dedicated for street purposes, drainage, sewer or utility easements.   

(d)  The total of areas reserved for park, schools and other public uses.    

(6)    Environmental and community impact statement (ECIS).   

(a)  An environmental and community impact statement shall be required for residential
developments of 20 lots or more and all nonresidential subdivisions and as otherwise
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required by the Board. The EICS shall clearly and methodically assess the
relationship of the proposed development to the natural and man-made environment
of Northbridge. Four copies of said ECIS shall be filed with the Town Clerk with the
definitive plan.   

(b)  The purpose of which is to enable the officials of the town to determine what
methods used by the applicant to promote the environmental health of the
community and to minimize adverse effects on the natural and man made resources
of the town. This report shall be prepared by an interdisciplinary team of
professionals qualified, experienced and, where applicable, licensed in their fields.
Such team shall typically consist of registered professional engineers, traffic
engineers, architects, landscape architects, land use planners, hydrogeologists,
hydrologists, biologists and other environmental professionals. It is intended that the
report be a guide to the Planning Board in its deliberations and will build into the
board's decision making process an appropriate and careful consideration of the
environmental and community impacts of the proposed project. The Board may
waive any section or sections of the statement which it deems inapplicable to the
proposed project. The developer should discuss the requirements with the Board
prior to preparation of the statement, preferably during the review of a preliminary
plan. If no preliminary plan is filed then all elements of the EICS shall be met.   

(c)  The ECIS shall include the following:   

[1]    Natural environment.   

[i]    Air and noise pollution. Opinion and evaluation of the impact on local air
quality (including traffic generated from the development) and noise from
the proposed development (including traffic generated from the
development), both during and after construction, shall be evaluated. For
developments over 100 dwelling units, the Planning Board shall require
detailed technical reports of such impacts.  

[ii]  Stormwater. Opinion and evaluation of the impact of stormwater runoff on
adjacent and downgradient or downstream land, surface water bodies and
subsurface ground water; dangers of flooding as a result of increased
downstream runoff, especially peak runoff. The impact of the proposed
project on water table levels.  

[iii]Land. Opinion and evaluation of compatibility of the proposed development
with existing soils; the impact of any soils or other materials to be removed
from the site. The potential dangers and impacts of erosion and
sedimentation caused by the proposed development.  

[iv]  Plants and wildlife. Opinion and evaluation of the impact that the proposed
project may have on wildlife habitat and on any rare or endangered plant or
animal species known to exist in the area.   

[v]  Water supply. Opinion and evaluation of the average and peak daily demand
and the impact of such demand on ground water aquifers and the public
water distribution system.  

[vi]  Sewage disposal. Opinion and evaluation of the average and peak daily
disposal and the impact of such disposal on ground water aquifers, surface
water and the municipal storage system.     

[2]    Man-made environment.   

[i]    Existing neighborhood land use. Opinion and evaluation of the
compatibility with adjacent or nearby existing land uses, or approved private
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development plans, if known, for adjacent or nearby land use changes to
occur during the anticipated construction period, to completion, of the
proposed development. If not compatible, reasons therefor shall be detailed.
Consultation with the Planning Board is strongly recommended.  

[ii]  Zoning. Opinion and evaluation of the compatibility of the proposed
development with the purpose of the Zoning Bylaw and the zoning district
and with surrounding properties.  

[iii]Architecture. Opinion and evaluation of the anticipated style of architecture
of the buildings; its relation to prevailing types of architecture for similar
buildings; and its compatibility with the function of the building and to the
architecture of adjacent buildings. Sketches, photos, elevations and
renderings are encouraged to illustrate architectural appropriateness as well
as innovation.     

[3]    Public services.   

[i]    Schools. Opinion and evaluation of the expected impact on the school
system both elementary and secondary levels; the expected number of
students; projected school bus routing changes; projections of future school
building needs resulting from the project.  

[ii]  Police. Opinion and evaluation of the expected impact on police services,
time and manpower needed to protect the proposed development and service
improvements necessitated by the proposed development.  

[iii]Fire. Opinion and evaluation of the expected fire protection needs; on-site
fire-fighting capabilities, on-site alarm or other warning devices; fire-flow
water needs, source and delivery system and other needs. Fire Department
service improvements necessitated as a result of the proposed project shall
also be discussed.  

[iv]  Recreation. On-site recreation provisions shall be detailed and off-site
recreation demands shall be estimated. Provision for public open space,
either dedicated to the town or available to its residents, shall be described.
Open space available primarily or exclusively for residents and employees
shall also be described.   

[v]  Traffic. Analysis as required by § 222-9D(10), Traffic impact report, of
these Subdivision Rules and Regulations.  

[vi]  Solid waste disposal. Analysis of the projected volume and type of solid
waste to be generated by the proposed development; methods of removal.  

[vii]    Public Works. Opinion and evaluation of the projected need,
responsibility and costs to the town for roadway maintenance and
stormwater management facility maintenance. Impacts of construction on
area roadways. Service improvements necessary as a result of the proposed
project.     

[4]    Aesthetics.   

[i]    Lighting. The type, design, location, function and intensity of all
streetlighting facilities. Attention given to safety, privacy, security, glare
and daytime and nighttime appearance shall be detailed.  

[ii]  Landscaping. Provisions for landscaping, including type, location and
function of all plantings and materials.  

[iii]Visual. Attention given to views into the site and from the site. Included
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shall be long distance views as well as views to and from adjacent
properties.     

[5]    Planning. Analyze the compatibility of the proposed development and its
alternatives with the goals and objectives of the most recent Northbridge
Comprehensive/Master Plan and the most recent Open Space Plan and any
components of either plan.   

[6]    Cost benefit analysis. Conduct a municipal benefit/cost analysis, following
standard and usual procedures for measuring both the benefits to be derived and
costs to be incurred by the Town of Northbridge as a result of the proposed
development. The element should also estimate and discuss net benefits and
costs of nonquantifiable environmental impacts.      

(7)    An erosion/sedimentation control plan shall be prepared, including the following:   

(a)  A clear outline of the areas and type of control proposed.   

(b)  A general note stating the developer's responsibility to maintain
erosion/sedimentation controls during construction and until sale of the lots
involved.   

(c)  Appropriate details of erosion/sedimentation control devices.   

(d)  The outline of any areas, including drainage ways, steep slopes and proposed
stockpiles of topsoil that shall be restored and/or seeded immediately.   

(e)  A general note stating that temporary ground cover erosion/siltation control shall be
established on any unbuilt lots where required by the Planning Board.    

(8)    Staking. At the time of filing of the definitive plan, the applicant shall stake the center
line of all proposed streets at a minimum of every 100 feet with the center line stations
and the cut or fill dimensions to finish grade marked on the stakes.  

(9)    Soil surveys and percolation tests.   

(a)  The Board may require, at the expense of the applicant, soil surveys and percolation
tests to establish the suitability of the land for the proposed street construction. Such
soil surveys and tests must be filed with all plans for nonresidential subdivisions or
multifamily residences.   

(b)  Test pits, borings or soundings shall be taken along the center line of each street
shown on the plan, at intervals of at least every 200 feet and at location such as cut
sections and areas of questionable foundation material where the subsurface
conditions may affect the quality and service line of the street. Test pits shall not be
backfilled until the applicant has been notified by the Board that all necessary
inspection and sampling has been completed. Where borings are used, samples shall
be taken at five-foot intervals at each change in strata. Soundings shall be taken in
areas of unsuitable material for the purpose of determining the hard bottom contours.
Test pits and boring, where required, shall extend to a minimum depth of five feet
below the street profile grade or to bedrock, whichever is less. The applicant shall
indicate, in the plan, a proposed layout of the subsurface exploration program,
complete with location, spacing and type of exploration proposed.     

(10)  Traffic impact report. A traffic impact report shall be required for proposed
developments with the potential of greater than or equal to 20 units.   

(11)  Written consent of the Northbridge Police Department and Northbridge Fire Department
with regard to each proposed street name, to ensure there is no conflict or confusion
with existing approved names, particularly in terms of the town's Enhanced Emergency
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911 System.   

(12)  A completed designer's certificate (Form D).    

E.    Acceptance of a definitive plan application.  

(1)    Upon the original submittal of a definitive plan application to the Planning Board, the
application will be considered to be conditionally accepted pending review of its
contents. Within 14 days, the Board shall determine whether the application is complete.
An application which does not contain all of the material described in § 222-9 shall be
considered incomplete, shall not be considered to have been filed and shall not be
accepted for processing. In such case, the Board shall notify the Town Clerk and the
applicant, in writing, stating the reasons for that determination.  

(2)    If the application is considered to be complete or if applicant and the Town Clerk are not
notified that the application is incomplete within 14 days, the application shall be
considered complete as of the date originally submitted.  

(3)    If a revised application is submitted, it shall be considered to be a new application and
shall be subject to the same procedures and determinations as to completeness as are set
forth above.  

(4)    The time periods set forth in these Subdivision Rules and MGL C. 41, during which the
Planning Board shall issue a decision will not start until the application is complete.    

F.    Review and decision process.  

(1)    The Board will transmit copies of the definitive plan to the following for review and
recommendations: one copy of the entire submittal to the Town Counsel (when deemed
necessary by the Board), the Board of Selectmen, the Director of Public Works, the
Conservation Commission, the Police Department, the Fire Department, the Safety
Committee and the professional consultants hired by the Board.  

(2)    The applicant shall submit two copies of the plan directly to the Board of Health.  

(3)    Before the definitive plan is approved, the Board will request written statements from
the officials listed with regard to the proposed improvements in the following respects:   

(a)  Town Counsel as to the form of easements, covenants and performance guaranties.   

(b)  The Director of Public Works, the Sewer Superintendent, the Board of Selectmen
and/or Planning Board agent as to the design of the street system and the location of
easements, monuments, number and placement of streetlights, drainage system,
water system and if applicable, the sewage system.   

(c)  The Fire Department as to the location of hydrants, installation of the fire alarm
system, if any, emergency access, and naming of the streets.   

(d)  The Police Department as to street safety, both vehicular and pedestrian, access for
emergency access and naming of streets.   

(e)  The Conservation Commission as to potential involvement with the MGL C. 131,
§ 40, and the Northbridge Wetlands Protection Bylaw,EN(35) the effects of the
subdivision on rivers, streams, wildlife and similar considerations within the scope
of the Conservation Commission, and the proposals for demolishing, retaining or
moving site features.   

(f)  The Sewer Superintendent as to the design of the sewage system.   

(g)  The Planning Board Engineer for compliance with these regulations, review of
technical components, review and comment on the plan, data and requested waivers.      
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G.    Legal notice and public hearing. Before taking any action to approve, modify or disapprove a
definitive plan, the Board shall hold a public hearing at which parties in interest shall have an
opportunity to be heard, in person or by agent or attorney. Notice of the time and place of
such hearing and of subject matter, sufficient for identification, shall be published once in
each of two successive weeks, the first publication to be not less than 14 days before the date
of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Northbridge and by
mailing a copy of such advertisement to the applicant and to all owners of land abutting the
land shown on the plans and on the most recent tax list and to all property owners of land
within 500 feet of a property line of the subdivision.  

H.    Planning Board action and written decision.  

(1)    The procedure that the Planning Board will follow with regard to approval, disapproval
or modification of the final plan submitted by the applicant will be that as set forth in
MGL C. 41, § 81-U, as amended. In summary, the Board, after receiving the definitive
plan and profiles, will review the same to determine whether they are in compliance
with its adopted rules and regulations and the Zoning Bylaws.EN(36)  

(2)    The plan shall comply with all reasonable regulations and rules of the Director of Public
Works, Board of Selectmen and the Board of Health not otherwise covered by these
rules and regulations. Specific reference is made to the specifications for septic systems,
which shall conform to the rules and regulations of the Board of Health.  

(3)    Before final approval of the plan, the applicant shall establish that the lots in the
definitive plan are in conformity with the Northbridge Zoning Bylaw and that failure of
these lots to so comply will be adequate grounds for disapproval of the definitive plan.
See MGL C. 41, § 81-Q, and amendments thereto. The Board may, as a condition of
granting approval, impose reasonable requirements designed to promote the health,
convenience, safety and general welfare of the community to benefit the town. In such
event the Board shall endorse such conditions on the plan to which they relate or set
forth a separate instrument attached thereto, to which reference is made on such plan and
which shall, for the purpose of the Subdivision Control Law, be deemed to be a part of
the plan.  

(4)    The Planning Board may extend the review period permitted by statute between
submission of a definitive plan and action thereon upon written request of the applicant.  

(5)    The applicant shall agree to complete the subdivision roadways and install the public
utilities in the subdivision within two years after the approval of the plan unless
otherwise agreed upon by the applicant and the Planning Board.  

(6)    The action of the Planning Board shall be a majority vote, copies of which shall be
certified and filed with the Town Clerk and sent by delivery or registered, return receipt
mail to the applicant. If the Board modifies or disapproves such plan, it shall state in its
vote the reasons for its action and shall rescind such modification and/or disapproval if
the plan is amended to conform to the reasons for said Board action and resubmitted to
the Board. Any further action on a plan involving the area or any part thereof shall
require a new application in accord with the rules and regulations in force at the time of
the new application.  

(7)    Approval of the definitive plan does not constitute the laying out or acceptance by the
town of streets within a subdivision.  

(8)    If the Board fails to act upon a plan submitted under this section or fails to notify the
Town Clerk and the persons submitting the plan of its action within the required time
period (in cases where a preliminary plan was filed, the Board has 90 days to review the
plan; in cases where no preliminary plan was filed, the Board has 135 days to review the
plan), it shall be deemed to have approval under the Subdivision Control Law, and the
Board shall forthwith make such endorsement on said plan, and, in its failure to do so
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forthwith, the Town Clerk shall issue a certificate to the same effect.    

I.    Plan endorsement.  

(1)    After the expiration of 20 days without notice of appeal of a Certificate of Approval to
the Superior Court, or if appeal has been taken after the entry of a final decree of the
Court sustaining approval of the Plan, the Board shall give its final approval by
endorsing the plan.  

(2)    Before endorsement of the Plan, the Board shall require that:   

(a)  Applicant shall comply with all reasonable regulations and rules of the town officials
and agencies, referred to in § 222-9G above, not otherwise covered by these rules
and regulations.   

(b)  All necessary permits from the Massachusetts Department of Public Works under
MGL C. 85, § 2, shall be obtained. Final approval may be conditioned on approval
under MGL C. 131 § 40.   

(c)  Applicant shall submit acceptable construction and maintenance schedule
documents. In the case where the developer desires phasing, he shall submit detailed
phasing plans and schedule, which at no time results in a dead end street more than
500 feet in length except as otherwise approved by the Board, for the Board's
consideration. The Board may require modifications to any and all of said proposals.
Endorsement may be withheld at the Board's discretion until such proposals are
deemed by the Board to be acceptable.   

(d)  Final approval, if granted, shall be endorsed on the original drawing of the definitive
plan by the signatures of a majority of the Planning Board but not until the statutory
20 day appeal period has elapsed following the Board's Certificate of Approval, as
the case may be, with the Town Clerk and said Clerk has notified the Board that no
appeal has been filed.   

(e)  After the definitive plan has been approved and endorsed, and the appeal period has
elapsed, with no appeal being made, the Planning Board shall return the original to
the applicant.   

(f)  Said endorsement shall be subject to the construction specifications contained
herein, and to the rules and regulations of the Board of Health, and all other
appropriate Town Boards.   

(g)  The applicant shall agree to complete the subdivision roadways and install the public
utilities in the subdivision within two years after the approval of the plan unless
otherwise agreed upon by the applicant and the Planning Board.   

(h)  The applicant shall submit the approved plan for endorsement no later than six
months following the Board's Certificate of Approval if no appeal has been filed. If
an appeal has been filed the plan shall be submitted within six months from the
resolution of the appeal.   

(i)    The endorsement by the Planning Board shall be valid for a period of two years from
the date of approval or such other period of time agreed to by the Board. Prior to the
expiration of said approval period, the developer and/or owner shall request, in
writing, to the Board an extension of time, if necessary. Failure to request extension
of time prior to the expiration of said approval period shall result in the Board's
notifying the Building Inspector that no additional building permits should be issued
in said development. The request for extension shall state the reasons for said
extension and also the length of time requested. Extension of time shall not in any
case exceed one year. Additional extensions after the first may be applied for but not
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until at least 10 months have expired on the extension in effect.      

J.    Provision of performance guaranty.  

(1)    Before endorsement of the Board's approval of a subdivision, the Board shall require
that:   

(a)  The subdivider shall specify, in writing, the time within which construction of ways
and installation of municipal services shall be completed, which time shall be two
years unless the Board and the applicant agree to another time frame.   

(b)  The subdivider shall secure the construction of ways and installation of municipal
services by one, or in part by one and in part another, of the following methods:   

[1]    By a proper bond, from a company included in the United States Treasury
Department's list of approved bonding companies. The applicant shall supply
proof of this to the Board. The amount of the bond shall be sufficient in the
opinion of the Planning Board to secure performance of the construction of
ways and the installation of principal services for lots in the subdivision shown
on the plan. See Form H.   

[2]    By deposit of money or negotiable securities sufficient in the opinion of the
Board to secure performance of the construction of ways and the installation of
municipal services for lots in the subdivision shown on the plan. See Form G.   

[3]    By covenant, executed and duly recorded by the owner of record, running with
the land, whereby the ways and services shall be provided to serve any lot
before such lot may be built upon or conveyed, other than by mortgage deed,
provided that a mortgagee who acquires title to the mortgaged premises by
foreclosure or otherwise and any succeeding owner of such premises or part
thereof may sell any such lot, subject to all applicable portions of the covenant
which, provided that no lot shall be built upon until such ways and services
have been provided to serve such lot, and provided, further, that nothing herein
shall be deemed to prohibit a conveyance by a single deed, subject to such
covenant, of either the entire parcel of land shown on the subdivision plan or of
all lots not previously released by the Planning Board. See Form F.   

[4]    By delivery to the Planning Board of an agreement (tri-partite) executed after
the recording of a first mortgage covering the premises shown on the plan or a
portion thereof given as security for advances to be made to the applicant and
the lender and shall provide for the retention by the lender of funds (otherwise
due the applicant) sufficient in the opinion of the Board to secure the
construction of ways and installation of municipal services. Said agreement
shall also provide a schedule of disbursements which may be made to the
applicant upon completion of various stages of the work and shall further
provide that in the event the work is not completed within the time set forth by
the applicant, any funds remaining undisbursed shall be available to the town
for completion. See Form K.     

(c)  The amount of the performance guaranty shall be set by the Planning Board's duly
authorized agent.   

(d)  The subdivider shall submit an agreement, suitable for recording, executed by the
Planning Board and the applicant, setting forth the form of the guaranty and the
stipulated time for completion of improvements which shall be recorded in the
Registry of Deeds by the subdivider, and a receipt therefor shall be delivered to the
Planning Board.    

(2)    In cases where the applicant is a development partnership, any performance guaranty
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will be signed by a representative of the development partnership. As a limited
partnership, the development company is required to have filed with the Secretary of
State. The Board shall receive a copy of this filing which will indicate who is authorized
to execute the documents on the partnership's behalf. A statement that such
authorization has not been amended shall also be provided to the Board.    

K.    Recording of the Plan. The applicant shall file the approved and endorsed definitive plan and
covenant, if any, at the Registry of Deeds and shall notify the Planning Board, in writing,
presenting evidence of the recording of the plan and all covenants within 21 days of said
filing. Before any building permits are issued or release of covenant in the subdivision is
issued, the applicant shall deliver to the Board two copies of the recorded plan, one set of
reproducible reductions of the plans not exceed 11 by 17 inches in outside dimensions, a
copy of recorded approval and covenant and one copy of a certificate of title duly searched
and executed by an attorney or title company stating that the title to the premises shown on
said plan and appurtenances thereto is in the name of the applicant and free of all
encumbrances. In addition, the applicant shall file one copy of the recorded plan each with
the Board of Health, Conservation Commission, Assessor's Office, Police Department, Fire
Department and the Director of Public Works.  

L.    Reduction of performance guaranty. The penal sum of any such bond or any deposit or any
other amount of funds retained pursuant to an agreement shall bear a direct and reasonable
relationship to the expected cost, including the effects of inflation, necessary to complete the
subject work. Such amount or amounts shall from time to time be reduced so that the amount
bonded, deposited or retained continues to reflect the actual expected cost of work remaining
to be completed.  

M.  Release of performance guaranty.  

(1)    Upon completion of improvements, required security for the performance of which was
give by bond, deposit, covenant or agreement or upon the performance of any covenant
with respect to any lot, the developer or owner, at his expense, shall cause to be
published in an newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Northbridge, at least 14
days prior to the final release of such performance bond or surety, an announcement that
such release is contemplated and shall deliver to the Planning Board a copy of such
announcement. He shall also send by registered mail to the Town Clerk and the Planning
Board a written statement that said construction or installation in connection with which
such bond, deposit, covenant or agreement has been secured, has been completed in
accordance with the requirements. Such statement is to contain the following:   

(a)  The name and address of the applicant.   

(b)  A compliance certificate signed by the Planning Board stating that the development
has been completed according to the rule and regulations of the Planning Board and
the Northbridge Zoning BylawsEN(37) shall be recorded in the Registry of Deeds by
the applicant and a receipt therefor be delivered to the Planning Board.   

(c)  Copies of or reference to the requisite number of inspection forms and reports.   

(d)  An as-built plan.   

(e)  Written evidence as to the construction of all ways and sidewalks, installation of
monuments, street signs, traffic signs, pavement, lighting, gutters and curbs, required
grading and drainage, water mains, hydrants and appurtenances, adequate lot
drainage, planting and seeding, all in accordance with the definitive plan.   

(f)  Written evidence from the Board of Health as to the installation of sewage disposal
facilities, if applicable, all in accordance with the definitive plan approval.   

(g)  Written evidence from the Fire Chief as to the installation of the fire alarm system,
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all in accordance with the definitive plan.   

(h)  Written evidence from the Building Inspector as to conformance to the Northbridge
Zoning Bylaw.    

(2)    If the Board determines that said construction has been completed, the Planning Board
shall send a completed Form O to the Town Treasurer within 45 days stating that the
Board releases the interest of the town in such bond or deposit and that it shall be
returned to the person or persons who furnished the same, or in the case of a covenant,
the Board shall issue a written release of the covenant.  

(3)    If the Board determines that said construction or installation has not been completed, it
shall specify to the developer, in writing, by registered mail, the details wherein said
construction and installation shall have failed to comply with the requirements. Upon
failure of the Board to act upon such application within 45 days after the receipt of
application by the Town Clerk and the Board, all obligations under the bond shall cease
and terminate by operation of the law, any deposit shall be returned and any covenant
shall become void.  

(4)    In the event that said forty-five-day period expires without such specification or without
the release and return of the deposit or release of the covenant as aforesaid, the Town
Clerk shall issue a certificate to such effect, duly acknowledged, which may be
recorded.    

N.    Acceptance by the town.  

(1)    When a road or street in a subdivision has been completed in a manner fulfilling the
requirements of the Board and there are no outstanding performance guaranties
remaining in effect that were required as security to ensure completion of improvements
within the subdivision, the subdivider may request the Board to inspect the road in order
to give a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen who will consider the question of
laying out said street or road as a town way. Street acceptances within subdivision are
the financial and legal responsibility of the subdivider.  

(2)    The Board shall require the submission of the following information at least 90 days
prior to the Town Meeting before making a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen.   

(a)  Two copies plus the original Mylar of the plan of the road or street as built, at a scale
of one inch equals 40 feet at a size of 24 by 36 inches. Said plan to show a
center-line profile (four feet per inch on the vertical scale and 40 feet per inch on the
horizontal scale) taken at fifty-foot intervals along the street (twenty-five-foot
intervals at vertical curves) as it has been completed.   

(b)  All utilities public and private, above and below grade, shall be shown on the plan as
they exist.   

(c)  The as-built plan shall show the monuments (road bounds) with the dates they were
set and the traverse and fixed points on the subdivision perimeter used to establish
the bound locations, all with bearings, distances or coordinate values sufficient to
reestablish these points.   

(d)  All elevations shall refer to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929.    

(3)    The plan shall be accompanied by a letter from the registered engineer certifying that all
work, as required by the rules and regulations and the approved subdivision plan, has
been completed.  

(4)    A certificate by a registered land surveyor indicating that all permanent monuments are
in place and are accurately located, including evidence that the bound traverse had an
error of closure of 1:15,000 or better.  
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(5)    Two typewritten copies of legal descriptions by metes and bounds of each road and
easement considered for acceptance by the town.  

(6)    Two copies of the proposed deed conveying the fee in the street, plus the associated
easements to the town, and legal evidence that the fee in the street has not been
inadvertently conveyed to abutting lot owners.  

(7)    Two typewritten copies of the proposed article for Town Meeting generally describing
the location and length of the road or street to be considered for acceptance by the town.  

(8)    Written certification by the DPW that the water supply system has been approved as
installed.  

(9)    Written certification by the Northbridge Fire Department that the fire hydrants have
been approved by the Fire Department.   

(10)  Written certification by a registered professional engineer that the binder course was
exposed to one winter season (November 15 to April 30) prior to the application of the
finish coat, and that all subdivision improvements have been exposed to one winter
season (November 15 to April 30) without substantial damage, or that damage, if
incurred, has been repaired.   

(11)  Certificate of compliance with conditions imposed on the parcel(s) contained within the
subdivision by the Conservation Commission under MGL C. 151, § 40, and the
Northbridge Wetlands Protection Bylaw, as applicable.EN(38)   

(12)  Copy of recorded deed(s) and other instruments for any common land or public open
space, park or other such parcels contained within the subdivision.   

(13)  Written evidence from the Town Treasurer that all property taxes owed to the town for
land contained within the subdivision owned by the applicant or by the original
developer, or his/her successors in interest, have been paid to the town.   

(14)  If the as-built definitive plan is prepared using a computer aided drafting program an
electronic copy of the as-built definitive plan shall be filed with the Northbridge
Planning and Economic Development Department.       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards 

ARTICLE IV, Design Standards 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-10.  Streets.  

§ 222-10.  Streets.  

A.    Classification of streets. Each subdivision way shall be classified as a major, secondary or
minor street as defined in § 222-4 for the purpose of establishing applicable design and
construction standards. The Board shall determine the classification of all ways.  

B.    Location.  

(1)    All streets in the subdivision shall be designed so that, in the opinion of the Planning
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Board, they will provide safe vehicular traffic and an attractive street layout in order to
obtain the maximum safety and amenity for future residents of the subdivision, and they
shall be in accord with the rules and regulations of the Board of Selectmen and the
Director of Public Works.  

(2)    The proposed streets shall conform in location, so far as practical, to any existing plans
of the Planning Board, to the Master Plan or parts thereof adopted by the Planning
Board and, where required by the Planning Board, to the existing street system.  

(3)    Provision satisfactory to the Board shall be made for the proper projection of streets or
for the access to adjoining property, whether or not subdivided.  

(4)    Reserve strips prohibiting access to streets or adjoining property shall not be permitted,
except where, in the opinion of the Planning Board, such strips shall be in the public
interest.  

(5)    Any subdivision consisting of more than 18 units shall have two points of access and
egress.    

C.    Adequate access from public way.  

(1)    All streets in a subdivision wholly or partially in the Town of Northbridge must be
accessible directly (without leaving Northbridge) from a public way or ways in the
Town of Northbridge.  

(2)    Where the street system within a subdivision does not connect with or have, in the
opinion of the Board, adequate access from an existing public way, the Board may
require as a condition of approval of a plan that such adequate access be provided by the
subdivider and/or that the subdivider make physical improvements to and within such a
way of access, in accord with these regulations, from a street within the subdivision to
an existing public way.  

(3)    Where the physical condition of pavement width of a public way from which a
subdivision has its access is considered by the Board to be inadequate to carry the traffic
expected to be generated by such subdivision, the Board may require that the subdivider
dedicate a strip of land for the purpose of widening the abutting public way to a width at
lease commensurate with that required within the subdivision and to make physical
improvements to and within the subdivision. Any such dedication of land for the public
way and any such work performed within such public way shall be made only with
permission of the governmental agency having jurisdiction over such way, and all costs
of such widening or construction shall be borne by the subdivider.    

D.    Street design tables.  

(1)    Table 1, Street Design Standards, and Table 11, Standards for Culs-de-Sac, are included
at the end of this chapter.  

(2)    Dead-ends and culs-de-sac.   

(a)  For the purposes of this subsection, any proposed street, which intersects, solely
with a dead-end street shall be deemed to be an extension of the dead-end street.
Dead-end streets shall be measured from the right-of-way line of the intersecting
street. A dead end street in a nonresidential subdivision that is longer than 1,000 feet
shall be a divided roadway.   

(b)  When a future street is projected beyond the circle, the circle shall be designed in
relation to such extension. The turnaround or stub shall be located on the property
line of the subdivision, unless the Planning Board approves otherwise.   

(c)  The Board may require a roadway easement from the end of the dead-end street to
the adjacent property. If the dead-end street is subsequently extended beyond the
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required turnaround, an easement appurtenant to a lot not abutting the turnaround,
except that portion of the turnaround included in said extension, shall terminate upon
the approval and recording of a certificate by the Planning Board of the construction
of said extension, at which time additional land used for the circle may be
relinquished to the adjacent property.      

E.    Street names.  

(1)    To provide names in keeping with the character of the town, street names shall be
subject to the approval of the Planning Board. Proposed street names shall not duplicate
nor bear phonetic resemblance to the name of the existing public ways, paper streets or
any other way qualified to afford frontage under MGL C. 41, § 81-L. A proposed street,
which is in alignment with an existing street, shall bear the same name as the existing
street.  

(2)    Street names must be approved by the Police Chief and Fire Chief.  

(3)    Streets in more than one town.   

(a)  Each lot in a subdivision must be served by an approved way lying within the town
bounds.   

(b)  If a subdivision is divided by a town boundary, the Planning Board shall condition
approval of the definitive plan on approval of the remaining portion of the plan by
the Planning Board of the town in which it is located.      

F.    Street trees. Street trees shall be planted at regular intervals within the right-of-way,
preferably within the grass strips. A minimum of two trees per lot frontage shall be planted.
Each street shall be planted with a single species of trees. The tree species shall be selected
from the Planning Board's list of approved street trees on the basis of site conditions.  

G.    Driveways and curb cuts.  

(1)    Driveways in subdivisions containing one and/or two-family dwellings only shall be at
least 10 feet wide and have a curb return at the roadway of two feet in radius and shall
have an opening of at least 14 feet at the gutter line.  

(2)    Driveways for nonresidential uses shall be at least 16 feet wide and have a curb return at
the roadway of two feet in radius and shall have an opening of at least 20 feet at the
gutter line.  

(3)    Where rolled curbs or no curbs exist, the driveway flare should have a three foot radius.
Driveway cuts shall not be within 65 feet of the intersection of the center line of
intersecting streets.  

(4)    If driveways slope from the edge of the street right-of-way to the edge of the pavement,
there shall be a grade of not less than 1% but more than 8%, but the grade between the
sidewalk and the right-of-way shall be only as shown on the cross sections.  

(5)    At every intersection, ramps three feet wide shall be provided, adjacent to the curb
sections required in § 222-27, to allow for accessibility by the handicapped.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-11.  Storm drainage.  

§ 222-11.  Storm drainage.  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

268

A.    The drainage system shall include facilities arranged to:  

(1)    Permit unimpeded flow of all natural watercourses.  

(2)    Ensure adequate drainage of all low points along streets.  

(3)    Intercept excessive groundwater in the subsoil along the streets.  

(4)    Intercept stormwater runoff along streets at intervals reasonable related to the extent and
grade of the area drained.    

B.    Catch basins will be required on both sides of the roadway on continuous grades at intervals
of not more than 300 feet, at all low points in the grade and near the corners of the roadway
at intersecting streets. Not more than two catch basins shall be connected together before
entering a manhole.  

C.    Cascade grates shall be provided in areas where the grades exceed 7%.  

D.    All drain pipes shall be laid in a straight line and grade. At every change in direction or
grade, a manhole will be provided.  

E.    Proper connections shall be made with the existing public drainage system. Where adjacent
property is not subdivided, provision shall be made for extension of the system by continuing
appropriate drains to the exterior boundaries of the subdivision, at such size and grade will
allow for their proper projection.  

F.    The Board may also require provision of subsoil drains, along or near the edge of the
traveled way, in addition to the trunk line system, wherever, in its opinion, groundwater
conditions in the subsoil warrant such drains.  

G.    Catch basins shall not be located at driveway entrances under any circumstances.  

H.    Lots shall be prepared and graded in such a manner that development of one shall not cause
detrimental drainage on another; if provision is necessary to carry drainage to or across a lot,
an easement or drainage right-of-way of adequate width and proper side slope shall be
provided. The Board may require that the applicant provide evidence as to any lot or lots that
adequate provision has been made for the proper drainage of surface and underground waters
from such lot or lots.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-12.  Utilities.  

§ 222-12.  Utilities.  

A.    Required utilities include water, sewer, storm drainage system, telephone, electricity, gas,
streetlights, fire alarm systems and cable television, unless otherwise specified by the
Planning Board. The applicant shall submit evidence of complete financial arrangements
with private utility companies prior to approval.  

B.    All utilities shall be placed underground at the time of initial construction. The Planning
Board may permit transformers, switches and other such equipment to be placed on the
ground in approved locations, screened from view with evergreen shrubbery.  

C.    Where adjacent property is not subdivided or where all the property of the applicant is not
being subdivided a the same time, provision shall be made for the extension of the utility
system by continuing the mains the full length of the streets and to the exterior limits of the
subdivision, at such grade and size as will permit their proper extension at the later date.    
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-12.1.  Sewerage.  [Amended 3-10-2009]  

§ 222-12.1.  Sewerage.  [Amended 3-10-2009]  

A.    If a public sewerage system is located within 2,000 feet down slope from a nonresidential
subdivision or a subdivision of multifamily units or within 1,000 feet of a subdivision of
single- or two-family units, and it has been determined by engineering analysis that there is
sufficient excess capacity in the existing downstream collection system, including receiving
pumping stations, to accept the additional flow, all lots in the subdivision shall be connected
to the public sewerage system by the developer.  

B.    If a public sewerage system is planned to be installed within 1,000 feet down slope of any
subdivision within three years of the date of submission of the definitive plan as indicated by
prior Town Meeting action, the sewer system shall be installed by the developer in the street
and to every lot in the subdivision which can be connected later to the public sewerage
system.  

C.    If the public sewerage connections are not required according to the above or if the planned
public sewerage system has not yet been installed to within the required distance of the
proposed subdivision, private on-lot or communal sewerage systems, as approved by the
Board of Health, shall be installed.   

D.    Manholes shall be located at every exchange in grade or horizontal alignment but not more
than 300 feet apart.  

E.    If a sewer line is installed on an existing town road, laterals will be provided to each existing
house lot along its route.   

F.      

(1)    Subdivision developments requiring the installation of a sewer pump station(s) shall be
required to provide a one-time monetary contribution of $1.50 per gallon of average
daily design flow. Monetary contribution for expanded pump station shall be based upon
the net increase in average daily flow. Such contribution shall be deposited into a
maintenance account and shall be drawn upon from time to time by the Department of
Public Works, after acceptance by the town and Planning Board release of municipal
interest. Maintenance contribution shall be satisfied prior to initial lot release within the
subdivision development.  

(2)    Operation and maintenance of sewer pump stations, including utilities and other
associated costs, shall remain the responsibility of the owner/developer until such time
as all subdivision roadways and infrastructure improvements are completed, formally
accepted by the Town and recorded with the Registry of Deeds. Pump stations wholly
serving private developments shall remain the property of the developer and/or
homeowners' association which shall be responsible for all costs associated with the
operation maintenance and repairs of the station.  

(3)    When existing pump stations are proposed to accept additional flows from new or
expanded developments, developer shall be responsible for all required upgrades to the
station to accept the additional flows and shall additionally be responsible for
operations, maintenance and repairs to the modified pump station until such time as the
new/expanded development has been completed and all improvements have been
accepted by the town.  

(4)    Sewer pump stations, ownership of which will be conveyed to the Town, shall be sited
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on a separate lot of a minimum of 20,000 square-feet with a minimum of 50-feet of
frontage on an existing public way or proposed subdivision roadway. The design and
construction of the sewer pump station(s) shall be approved by the Department of Public
Works and built in accordance to town specifications.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-12.2.  Water.  [Amended 3-10-2009]  

§ 222-12.2.  Water.  [Amended 3-10-2009]  

A.    Every subdivision shall be connected to the public water supply of the Whitinsville Water
Company or the Northbridge water system unless otherwise approved by the Planning Board
and the Board of Health.  

B.    Where water systems are required, pipes and related equipment such as hydrants and main
shutoff valves shall be installed within the subdivision as necessary to provide all lots on
each street with adequate water supply and pressure for domestic use and adequate fire
protection.  

C.    A separate metered service connection is required for each housing unit. Service connections
shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of the Whitinsville Water Company
and/or the Northbridge Water System.   

D.      

(1)    Subdivision developments requiring the installation of a water booster pump station(s)
shall be required to provide the town with a one-time monetary contribution of $1.50 per
gallon of average daily design flow. Such contribution shall be deposited into a
maintenance account and shall be drawn upon from time to time by the Department of
Public Works, after acceptance by the town and Planning Board release of municipal
interest. Maintenance contribution shall be satisfied prior to initial lot release within the
subdivision development.  

(2)    Operation and maintenance of water booster pump stations, including utilities and other
associated costs shall remain the responsibility of the owner/developer until such time as
all subdivision roadways and infrastructure improvements are completed, formally
accepted by the Town and recorded with the Registry of Deeds. Booster pump stations
wholly serving private developments shall remain the property of the developer and/or
homeowners' association, which shall be responsible for all costs associated with the
operation maintenance and repairs of the station.  

(3)    Water pump stations, ownership of which will be conveyed to the Town, shall be sited
on a separate lot of a minimum of 20,000 square-feet with a minimum of 50-feet of
frontage on an existing public way or proposed subdivision roadway. The design and
construction of the water booster pump station(s) shall be approved by the Department
of Public Works and built in accordance to town specifications.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-13.  Fire alarm systems.  

§ 222-13.  Fire alarm systems.  
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A.    Fire alarm boxes, hydrants and other equipment shall be provided by the applicant after it has
been approved by the Northbridge Fire Chief.  

B.    One fire alarm box shall be provided for each 1,000 linear feet or fraction thereof of street
within the subdivision. Exact locations of boxes shall be specified by the Fire Chief and
indicated on the plan. The circuit shall be installed so that it may be connected with a circuit
on a town way adjoining the subdivision.  

C.    Fire hydrants shall be provided in accordance with the recommendation of the Northbridge
Fire Chief.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-13.1.  Streetlighting. 

§ 222-13.1.  Streetlighting. 

The developer will be required to purchase and install street poles and lights where designated.
The old system of amortization will no longer be allowed. Activation of the lights will be
determined by the Board of Selectmen.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-14.  Easements.  

§ 222-14.  Easements.  

A.    Where utilities cross lots or are centered on rear or side lot lines, easements shall be provided
of a minimum width of 20 feet.  

B.    Where a subdivision is traversed by a watercourse, drainageway, channel or stream, the
Board may require a stormwater easement or drainage right-of-way of adequate width and
proper side slope to conform substantially to the lines of such watercourse, drainageway,
channel or stream and to provide for construction or other necessary purposes. In no case
shall the width be less than 30 feet or the side slope be steeper than two horizontal to one
vertical [two to one (2:1) slope].  

C.    Access easements to park and conservation land shall be provided and shall be at least 20
feet wide.  

D.    Wherever possible, easements along rear lot lines shall be continuous to the street at the end
of the block to connect with the adjoining blocks in the shortest direct line.  

E.    Where the applicant provides trails or where trails traverse the land shown on the plan, an
easement at least 15 feet wide shall be shown, which may be limited to passage on foot or
horseback. Where the present location of the trails interferes with logical development of the
land, adjustments shall be made to relocate the trail or to connect the trail to a street
right-of-way, another trail or suitable open space.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-15.  Open space.  
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§ 222-15.  Open space.  

A.    Before approval of a plan, the Planning Board may require the plan to show a park or parks,
suitably located for active and/or passive recreation purposes. The park or parks shall not be
unreasonable in area relation to the land being subdivided and to the prospective uses of the
land. The Board may, by appropriate endorsement on the plan, require that no building be
erected on such park or parks without its approval for a period of three years. Each area
reserved for such purpose shall be suitable area, dimensions, topography and natural
character for the recreational purposes. The area or areas shall be so located as to serve
adequately all parts of the subdivision. The Board may require that the area or areas reserved
shall be located and laid out so as to be used in conjunction with similar areas of adjoining
subdivisions or of probable subdivisions. The total amount of area to be reserved for park
and/or playground purposes shall be no less than 10% of the gross area of the subdivision.
Any land so reserved shall be graded to dispose properly of surface water and shall be left for
the purpose intended, as required by the Planning Board.  

B.    The town shall have the right to acquire ownership of the same by gift or as provided in
MGL C. 41, § 81-Q.  

C.    Any applicant with a definitive plan on which open space areas appear are to be transferred
to the town shall provide the town with evidence of clear title held by owner or applicant, in
the form of a quitclaim deed and a title certificate upon approval of such definitive plan by
the Planning Board.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-16.  Protection of natural features. 

§ 222-16.  Protection of natural features. 

Due regard shall be shown for all natural features, such as large trees, wooded areas,
watercourses, scenic points, historic spots and similar community assets, which, if preserved will
add attractiveness and value to the subdivision. Outside of street rights-of-way, no trees over 15
feet inches in caliper, measured at four feet above the existing grade, shall be removed or have
the grade level surrounding the trunk altered by more than six inches without the approval of the
Planning Board after its consultation with the Conservation Commission.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-17.  Bikeways, walkways and trails. 

§ 222-17.  Bikeways, walkways and trails. 

Public bikeways, pedestrian walkways or bridal paths may be required by the Planning Board to
provide circulation or access to schools, playgrounds, parks, shopping, transportation, open
space and/or community facilities or for such other reason as the Board may determine. These
may or may not be part of the normal sidewalk provisions, but they shall not be part of any lot in
the subdivision. Bikeways and walkways shall conform to the following standards:  

A.    Minimum right-of-way width: 15 feet.  

B.    Minimum pavement width for bikeways and walkways: 10 feet.  
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C.    Maximum grade: 5% for segments less than 100 feet in length, 3% elsewhere.  

D.    Minimum center line radius: 25 feet.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IV, Design Standards  /
§ 222-18.  through § 222-19 (Reserved)   

§ 222-18.  through § 222-19 (Reserved)   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions 

ARTICLE V, Required Improvements for Approved Subdivisions 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-20.  General requirements.  

§ 222-20.  General requirements.  

A.    The design of the subdivision shall be such that it preserves the scenic and environmental
character of the town. Due regard shall be made to enhance views and preserve wetlands, as
well as protect large trees, stonewalls, historic spots and similar community assets, which, if
preserved, will add attractiveness and value to the subdivision and town.  

B.    All subdivisions shall be designed to blend harmoniously into and alongside existing
neighborhoods. No change shall me made in existing topography, as a result of the proposed
subdivision, which adversely affects any land abutting the proposed subdivision. Pervious
areas disturbed by construction of the subdivision will be loamed, hydroseeded and
revegetated to prevent erosion upon completion of subdivision improvements.  

C.    Construction review.  

(1)    The ways shall be constructed and municipal services installed in the subdivision in
accordance with the following specific requirements and shall be subject to construction
review. The Planning Board may select one of the following methods of construction
review:   

(a)  Inspections shall be made by appropriate local officials and/or a professional
engineer hired by the Board. An inspection is required after the completion of each
stage of construction. Written approval by said individuals must be submitted to the
Board prior to beginning the next construction phase.   

(b)  If the town has the available personnel, the Board may require that a town employee
be provided to act as an on-site inspection to secure the construction of the
infrastructure.   

(c)  In detailing with large-scale projects, the Board may require that an independent
clerk-of-the-works be hired.    
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(2)    Regardless of which of the above-mentioned methods of review is selected by the
Planning Board, the cost shall be borne by the developer. An agreement specifying the
method chosen and the responsibility of both parties involved shall be in place prior to
the commencement of any construction on the site.    

D.    In each subdivision the ways shall be constructed and municipal services installed in
accordance with the following specific requirements:  

(1)    No street or way through private property shall be accepted by the town unless the same
was previously constructed and completed in accordance with the approved plan. Prior
to the commencement of the construction phase of development, a preconstruction
conference between the Planning Board and/or their agent and the developer and/or his
agent shall be held to be sure that all requirements herein are understood and will be
met.  

(2)    Unless otherwise specified, all of the work and all of the materials used in the work to
be done shall conform to the requirements of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Highway Department, Standard Specifications for Highways, Bridges and Waterways,
1995 Edition, as amended, hereinafter referred to as the "standard specifications," as
amended, and the special provision included herein.  

(3)    Wherever in the standard specifications or other contractual documents the following
terms or pronouns in place of them are used, the intent and meaning shall be interpreted
by substitution as follows:  

COMMONWEALTH  -- The Town of Northbridge.   

DEPARTMENT  -- The Department of Public Works and Board of Selectmen of Northbridge.   

ENGINEER  -- The Planning Board of the Town of Northbridge acting directly or through an
authorized representative; such representative acting within the scope of the particular duties
entrusted to him/her.   

(4)    The extent of work required shall be shown upon the approved plans and in compliance
with the standard cross section plans. Stakes shall be set which will indicate the exact
amount of cut and fill.  

(5)    Offset stakes shall be set under the direction of a registered land surveyor at fifty-foot
intervals and at each sewerage and drainage structure and at each hydrant to indicate the
location and the exact amount of cut, fill or grade.  

(6)    Improvements to minimize adverse environmental impact, if required, shall be installed
in accordance with all details as shown on the approved definitive plan, and all possible
measures shall be taken during construction to minimize dust and erosion.  

(7)    No earth shall be removed from the area shown on a definitive plan except in
accordance with the approved plan.  

(8)    As each construction operation is completed, it shall be inspected. (See § 222-20A.)      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-21.  Drainage system. 

§ 222-21.  Drainage system. 

The construction of the drainage system, including methods of construction and quality of
materials used, shall be in conformity with the definitive plan, and the details shall conform to
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the details of the Massachusetts Highway Department specifications. In particular, all catch
basins shall be constructed of brick (either clay or concrete) or of cement concrete or of cement
concrete blocks laid in mortar and plastered on the outside, with standard D-frames and grates,
unless cascade grates are called for. Granite or concrete headwalls should be installed where
required by the Director of Public Works. A granite-mouth curb is to be furnished and set as
directed by the Director of Public Works. All catch basins shall have an inside diameter of at
least four feet and shall be constructed to a minimum depth of two feet below the invert of the
outflow pipe. Joints of all drains pipes shall be sealed unless open joints are specifically
approved by the Director of Public Works. Where the pipes are of reinforced concrete, there
shall be a minimum cover of two feet and, where not reinforced, a minimum cover of 31/2 feet to
finished grade.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-22.  Water system. 

§ 222-22.  Water system. 

The water system shall be installed in accordance with the definitive plan with the approval of
the Director of Public Works.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-23.  Sewerage system. 

§ 222-23.  Sewerage system. 

The sewerage system shall be installed in accordance with the approved definitive plan and shall
be in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Director of Public Works and the Sewer
Superintendent.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-24.  Underground services.  

§ 222-24.  Underground services.  

A.    All water mains and laterals within the exterior lines of the street shall be installed at least
five feet below the finished grade.  

B.    In rock, clay or peat excavation, trenches shall be excavated to a depth of six inches or below
the bottom of any water pipe, storm drain or sewer line and filled with suitable base materials
(select gravel or 21/2 inch traprock, as is found to be necessary.  

C.    All water pipes, storm drains and/or sewers and any gas mains or underground light and
power conduits shall be installed in the street prior to completion of the roadway foundation.
This includes the installation of service pipes and conduits to the front lot line of each
residential lot shown in the subdivision.  

D.    All storm drains, sewers, culverts, manholes, water mains and laterals, shut-off valves and
hydrants shall be inspected prior to any backfilling of trenches or other covering of
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structures.  

E.    Following such inspection, the fill material shall be carefully placed around the structures
and rammed and compacted to a depth of one foot before completing the filling.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-25.  Roadways.  

§ 222-25.  Roadways.  

A.    The roadway shall be graded and prepared for pavement as follows:  

(1)    No building permits shall be issued for any lot in a subdivision until the roadway
serving said lot has a base coat which has been completed to the satisfaction of the
Planning Board and the Director of Public Works and the drainage system is operating
at the base coat level.  

(2)    A construction schedule shall be presented to the Director of Public Works, Planning
Board and the Town Planner prior to the commencement of any work, and adequate
notification must be given prior to each work phase.  

(3)    Clearing and grubbing of the entire area of such street or way shall be performed to
remove all trees not intended for preservation, stumps, brush, rocks, boulders and the
like material which may exist on the surface.  

(4)    Roadway earth excavation shall remove all materials encountered down to the true
surface of the subgrade [see Subsection A(6) below] or to suitable material in the areas
where unsuitable materials exists in preparation for the foundation of roadway,
sidewalks, driveways and berms. Material obtained from the excavation of the site may
be used in fills as required if, in the opinion of the Board in conjunction with the
Director of Public Works, it is deemed suitable.  

(5)    When, in the opinion of the Board and the Director of Public Works, suitable materials
is not available within the limits of the roadway location to form the subgrade or
subbase, the contractor shall obtain such additional material from other sources in
accordance with this section as may be approved by the Board and the Director of Public
Works.  

(6)    The subgrade surface, 16 inches below the finished surface grades in minor and
secondary streets and 18 inches below the finished surface grade in major streets in
residential subdivisions and in all streets in nonresidential subdivisions, shall be
prepared true to the lines, grades and cross sections given. All soft and spongy materials
below the subgrade surface shall be removed to a depth determined by the Board and the
Director of Public Works, and the space thus made shall be filled with special gravel
containing no stones over three inches in diameter.  

(7)    Gravel subbase or foundation containing no stones having diameters greater than three
inches shall be spread in two equal layers on the surface of the subgrade to a minimum
depth of 15 inches. Gravel borrow shall be Type A as specified in the standard
specifications. Each layer shall be thoroughly watered, rolled with a ten-ton roller and
compacted true to line and grade. Any depressions that appear during and after the
rolling shall be filled until the surface is true.  

(8)    Final grading, rolling, finishing, including the shaping and trimming of the roadways,
sidewalks and berms shall be in accordance with this section as directed by the Board
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and the Director of Public Works.  

(9)    The wearing surface of roadways shall be Type I bituminous concrete pavement. The
Type I-1 pavement shall be composed of mineral, aggregate, mineral filler and
bituminous material, plant-mixed and laid hot. Materials and construction methods shall
comply with the requirements of Section 460 of the Standard Specifications, except that
no construction shall be undertaken after November 15 of any year without permission
of the Director of Public Works.   

(10)  The bituminous concrete shall be installed in two lifts: a two-inch binder coat and a
two-inch finish coat.   

(11)  Greater pavement thickness shall be required by the Board on roadways subject to heavy
traffic, such as in a nonresidential subdivision or in selected major streets or
subdivisions.    

B.    Roadways shall be constructed for the full length of all streets within the subdivision and
shall have the same curb radius required. The center line of all roadways shall coincide with
the center line of the street right-of-way unless a deviation is approved by the Planning
Board.  

C.    The roadway shall be paved to the full width specified above, except for any portion of such
width to be occupied by shoulders, as hereinafter provided.  

D.    Shoulders.  

(1)    In certain areas where it is desirable to maintain a rural character of an area, the Board
may allow stabilized grassed shoulders of having a width not in excess of that specified
below, to be constructed within the roadway at its outer edges, and the width of the
pavement may be reduced accordingly (except near certain intersections, as hereinafter
provided). In no case, however, shall the total width of pavement plus the two shoulders
be less than the roadway width hereinbefore specified for the type of street involved.
The maximum width of shoulders shall be as follows:   

(a)  Minor streets: three feet each.   

(b)  Secondary streets: four feet each.   

(c)  Major streets: prohibited.    

(2)    Such shoulders shall consist of a layer of select gravel mixed with good quality loam in
the ration of two parts gravel to one part loam, placed on each side of the pavement
surface (on top of the first layer of roadway foundation), rolled and compacted to a
transverse grade meeting that of the finished pavement, as shown on the applicable
cross-section plan and seeded with grass seed applied in sufficient quantity to assure
adequate coverage. The seeding shall be done according to accepted horticultural
methods.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-26.  Embankments. 

§ 222-26.  Embankments. 

Embankments outside, within or adjoining the right-of-way shall be evenly graded and pitched at
a slope of not greater than two horizontal to one vertical infill. Where cuts are made in the ledge,
other slopes may be determined with the approval of the Planning Board. Where terrain
necessitates greater slopes, retaining walls, terracing, fencing or riprap may be used either alone
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or in combination to provide safety and freedom from maintenance, but must be done in
accordance with plans filed with and approved by the Planning Board. Whenever embankments
are built in such a way to require approval by the Planning Board, the developer must furnish to
the town duly recorded access easements free of encumbrances for maintenance of the slopes,
terraces or retaining walls. All such slopes shall be grassed in accordance with the specifications
for the area between the roadway and sidewalk or roadway and boundary of the right-of-way.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-27.  Curbing.  

§ 222-27.  Curbing.  

A.    Vertical granite curbing shall be provided along each side of the roadway throughout the
subdivision and along the full perimeter of all islands as shown on the definitive plan.
Granite curbing shall also be used around all median islands, around all turnaround islands,
and as headers for all catch basins. Granite curbing shall be Type VA4 and conform MHD
specification M9.04.0 and 9.04.1 and in accordance with the requirements of Curb, Curb
Inlets, Curb Corners, and Edging (MHD Section 501). Curbing design is subject to approval
from the Department of Public Works.  

B.    Granite curbing shall be installed at intersections of subdivision streets and existing public
ways as follows: the curbing shall extend along the full length of the curb radius and then
extend beyond that point for a minimum of six feet.  

C.    When curbed intersections involve one or more streets having grassed shoulders, the curbing
shall be placed at the edge of the roadway, and the pavement on the street or streets with
such shoulders shall be widened to the full width of the roadway (thus meeting the curb)
within 50 feet of the intersection, tapering down to normal width within 75 feet thereof.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-28.  Street signs. 

§ 222-28.  Street signs. 

Street signs which, in the opinion of the Board, are of the type commonly used on public ways in
the town and bearing the names of the streets as indicated on the definitive plan, shall be erected
at all intersections of streets in the subdivision when the binder course is laid down.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-29.  Sidewalks. 

§ 222-29.  Sidewalks. 

Sidewalks shall be constructed on concrete (such as Portland Cement) conforming to MHD
specification M4.02.00, and in accordance with the requirements of Sidewalks, Wheelchair
Ramps and Driveways (MHD Section 701). The cross slope shall be 1/4 of an inch per foot of
width to provide for proper drainage. Sidewalks shall also conform to the requirements of the
Massachusetts Architectural Access Board.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-30.  Planting strips.  

§ 222-30.  Planting strips.  

A.    Planting strips of at least four feet wide shall be provided on each side of the roadway.  

B.    The finished grade of such planting strips in relation to the finished grade of the roadway
shall be shown on the applicable cross section plan. Where unusual physical land features or
topographic conditions require, the Board may approve the construction of a planting strip,
irregular or sloped in cross section, provided that such variation is indicated on the definitive
plan and that no portion of the planting strip will project above a plane sloped two horizontal
to one vertical upward from the edge of the roadway or be below a plane sloped two
horizontal to one vertical downward.  

C.    No utility poles or trees shall be placed or retained within the planting strip so as to be closer
than two feet to the edge of the roadway.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-31.  Side slopes. 

§ 222-31.  Side slopes. 

The area in back of the sidewalk or, where no sidewalk is constructed, in back of the required
planting strip, shall be graded so that it coincides with the finished grade of abutting lots in such
a manner that no portion thereof within the exterior lines of the street project above a plane
sloped two horizontal to one vertical from the edge of the sidewalk or grass lot or be lower than
a plane sloped two horizontal to one vertical downward.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-32.  Loam. 

§ 222-32.  Loam. 

The top four inches of the soil in the planting strips and side slopes shall consist of good quality
loam, screened, raked and rolled with a hand roller to grade. The loam shall be hydroseeded with
lawn grass seed.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-33.  Monuments.  

§ 222-33.  Monuments.  

A.    Monuments shall be installed at all street intersections, at all points of change in direction or
curvature of streets, and at other points as shown on the definitive plan and where, in the
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opinion of the Board, permanent monuments are necessary.  

B.    Granite or concrete monuments shall be 31/2 feet in length dressed to six inches square at the
top, with a three eighths inch drill hole in the center and not less than six inches square at the
bottom. They shall be set to finish grade as shown on plan.  

C.    No permanent monuments shall be installed until all construction, which could destroy or
disturb the monuments is completed.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE V, Required Improvements
for Approved Subdivisions  / § 222-34.  Cleanup; final inspection; maintenance.  

§ 222-34.  Cleanup; final inspection; maintenance.  

A.    Cleanup and final inspection. All stumps, brush, roots, boulders, rocks, surplus construction
materials and trash not intended for future use by the developer shall have been removed and
disposed of in a manner satisfactory to the Board and the Director of Public Works. Any fire
hazard shall be removed promptly to the satisfaction of the Fire Chief. This subsection does
not authorize the removal, including severing and stripping of soil, loam, sand or gavel on
such land.  

B.    Maintenance of improvements.  

(1)    The applicant and/his successor shall provide for the proper maintenance and repair of
improvements for a period of 24 months after the Planning Board has deemed that the
roadway has been completed and the services installed and the Board has released the
performance guaranty or until the town votes to accept the road, whichever comes first.
If the town has to do maintenance work on said roadways, the applicant and/or his
successor shall reimburse the town for the expense.  

(2)    Such maintenance shall include snow removal, sanding, repairs to drainage systems, etc.       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VI, Administration 

ARTICLE VI, Administration 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VI, Administration  /
§ 222-35.  Waivers.  

§ 222-35.  Waivers.  

A.    Strict compliance with the requirements of these rules and regulations may be waived when,
in the judgment of the Board, such action is in the public interest and not consistent with the
Subdivision Control Law.  

B.    Any such waiver must be made in writing by the Board as part of its approval or amendment
thereof; other wise all requirements contained herein are deemed applicable.    
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VI, Administration  /
§ 222-36.  Inspections.  

§ 222-36.  Inspections.  

A.    Required. Inspections shall be arranged by the developer with the Planning Board, Town
Planner and the DPW Director as appropriate to the construction of the streets and the
installation of utilities and during construction and as specified herein at each significant
construction stage and as otherwise required by the Board.  

B.    Requests for inspections. Inspections shall be requested of the Town Planner by the
developer at least two business days in advance of the inspection of any stage of
construction.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VI, Administration  /
§ 222-37.  Lot release. 

§ 222-37.  Lot release. 

No building shall be erected on any lot within a subdivision without separate written permission
for each lot. This permission is in addition to any other permits required for building, such as a
permit from the Building Inspector required by other town bylaws.  

A.    The developer shall submit a written request for lot releases to the Board. Such request(s)
shall include the Definitive Plan Book and plan number(s), the Deed Book and page
number(s) of the approval, the Deed Book and page number(s) of the covenant, subdivision
lot number(s), requested for lot release and the Assessor's Map and parcel number(s) of the
lot(s) requested for release.B. Upon receipt of such properly submitted request(s) for release,
the Board shall schedule such request(s) for the next available regular Board meeting.  

B.    The Board shall review the request in terms of progress of the developer (generally, and in
terms of the construction schedule), condition of the site, compliance with applicable
regulations and requirements, and surety posted with the Board.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VI, Administration  /
§ 222-38.  Building permits.  

§ 222-38.  Building permits.  

A.    No building shall be erected within a subdivision without written permission from the
Planning Board by Release Form P, and no building permit shall be issued for any building
within a subdivision until the subdivision roadway from which the proposed building derives
its frontage has been constructed and inspected up to and including the binder course of
pavement.  

B.    The Building Inspector shall not issue any permits for the erection of a building until he first
satisfies that the lot on which the building is to be erected is not within a subdivision, or that
a way furnishing the access to such a lot, as required by the Subdivision Control Law, is
shown on a plan recorded, or entitled to be recorded, under MGL C. 41, § 81-X, as amended,
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and that any condition endorsed thereon limiting the right to erect or maintain buildings on
such lot has been satisfied or waived by the Board, and in the event that more than one
building for dwelling purposes be erected or planned or converted to use as such on any lot,
that the Building Inspector is satisfied that consent has been obtained from the Planning
Board in accord with § 222-36A of these rules and regulations, MGL C. 41, § 81-Y and
amendments, thereto.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VI, Administration  /
§ 222-39.  Statutory provisions. 

§ 222-39.  Statutory provisions. 

For matters not covered by these rules and regulations, reference is made to MGL C. 41, §§ 81-K
to 81-GG, inclusive.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VII, Fees 

ARTICLE VII, Fees 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VII, Fees  / § 222-40.  Fees.  

§ 222-40.  Fees.  

A.    All application fees, and all expenses, such as advertising, publication of notices; all
engineering, including but not limited to review of preliminary and/or definitive plans, and
inspections during construction which is part of the subdivision or appurtenant thereto;
recording and filing of documents; and all other expenses in connection with review and
approval of subdivisions or their construction, including without limitation sampling and
testing as required by the Planning Board or its agents, shall be borne solely by the applicant
and are not covered in the administrative fees. All fees shall be paid by check only, payable
to the Town of Northbridge and are nonrefundable. No review of any application will take
place until all appropriate application/filing and review fees have been submitted as required.
All fees must be satisfied in order for the Board to take affirmative action on any question
before it.  

B.    In the event that the application fees submitted are deemed to be insufficient as described by
these regulations, the application will be deemed incomplete and will not be scheduled for
review by the Board.  

C.    Submission fees. [Amended 2-25-2003]  

(1)    Approval-not-required plans (ANRs). All plans not requiring subdivision approval by
the Planning Board shall be required to pay a filing fee of $200 plus $50 for every new
lot created.  

(2)    Preliminary subdivision plans. The minimum administrative fee shall be $1,000 plus $50
for every lot above five. Administrative fees are nonrefundable.  
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(3)    Definitive subdivision plans with preliminary plan. The minimum administrative fee
shall be $2,000 plus $200 per lot.  

(4)    Definitive subdivision plan without preliminary plan. The minimum administrative fee
shall be $2,000 plus $300 per lot.  

(5)    Definitive subdivision modification. The minimum administrative fee shall be $1,000.  

(6)    Lot releases. An administrative fee of $100 per lot.  

(7)    Street acceptance. An administrative fee of $500 per street and/or portion thereof.  

(8)    Bond reduction/release. An administrative fee of $300 is required.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VII, Fees  / § 222-41.
Review and inspection account.  

§ 222-41.  Review and inspection account.  

A.    In accordance with the MGL C. 44, § 53G, as added to by Chapter 593 of the Acts of 1989, a
separate account known as the "Planning Board's Review and Inspection Account" shall be
established to be used to offset costs of hiring outside consultants to assist in the review of
the application and to pay for professional inspections of construction work. The Planning
Board may request that additional funds be deposited into this special account by the
applicant according to §§ 222-39 and 222-40 of these regulations. Moneys may be expended
from this account by the Planning Board without Town Meeting appropriation. Any excess
amount attributable to a particular project, including accrued interest, will be repaid to the
applicant at the conclusion of the project.  

B.    The Town Accountant must submit an annual report on the special account to the Board of
Selectmen and the chief administrative official for their review, and the report must be
published in the annual report and provided to the Director of the Bureau of Accounts.  

C.    The applicant has the right to administrative appeal from the selection of the outside
consultant to the Board of Selectmen. Such appeal must be made in writing and may be made
only within 20 days from the date of the Planning Board has mailed or hand delivered notice
to the applicant of selection. The grounds for such an appeal shall be limited to claims that
the consultant selected has a conflict of interest or does not possess the minimum required
qualifications. The minimum qualifications shall consist of either an educational degree in or
related to the field at issue or three or more years of practice in the field at issue or three or
more years of practice in the field at issue or a related field. The required time limits for
action upon an application by a municipal permit granting board shall be extended by the
duration of the administrative appeal, the selection made by the Planning Board shall stand.
Such an administrative appeal shall not preclude further judicial review.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VII, Fees  / § 222-42.
Review and inspection fees.  

§ 222-42.  Review and inspection fees.  

A.    At the time of application, a deposit for engineering review and inspection fees shall be paid
by the applicant to the town in such amount as is required by the Planning Board. Such initial
deposit will be $750 for a subdivision of five lots or less and $250 per lot for a subdivision of



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

284

six or more lots. Said deposit shall be replenished by the applicant as required by the
Planning Board before the amount of expenses equals in value the amount of deposit. Any
portion of the deposit, which is not used, will be returned to the applicant.  

B.    In the event any review or inspection fees are deemed to be insufficient the applicant shall
satisfy such within seven days. In the event the applicant fails to do so, the Board may cease
all review and shall deny the application as presented.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VII, Fees  / § 222-43.  Lot
releases.  [Amended 2-25-2003] 

§ 222-43.  Lot releases.  [Amended 2-25-2003] 

An administrative fee of $100 will be charged for lot releases from Planning Board restrictions
regarding building and/or sale.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VII, Fees  / § 222-44.
Modifying, amending or rescinding a definitive plan.  [Amended 2-25-2003] 

§ 222-44.  Modifying, amending or rescinding a definitive plan.  [Amended 2-25-2003] 

Any increase in the number of proposed lots, or a significant change to the proposed roadway or
infrastructure design, as determined by the Board, shall constitute a plan revision. The
administrative fee shall be $1,000 and an engineering and inspection deposit of $300 per lot.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VIII, Processing Forms 

ARTICLE VIII, Processing Forms 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE VIII, Processing Forms  /
§ 222-45.  Enumeration.  

§ 222-45.  Enumeration.  

The following forms shall be used to process plans submitted to the Planning Board:  

1.    Form A: Application for Approval-Not-Required Plan.  

2.    Form A-1: Approval is not required.  

3.    Form A-2: Approval is required.  

4.    Form B: Application for Approval of a Preliminary Plan.  

5.    Form B-1: Approval of a Preliminary Plan.  
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6.    Form B-2: Disapproval of a Preliminary Plan.  

7.    Form C: Application for Approval of a Definitive Plan.  

8.    Form C-1: Approval of a Definitive Plan.  

9.    Form C-2: Approval with Modifications of a Definitive Plan.  

10.  Form C-3: Disapproval of a Definitive Plan.  

11.  Form C-4: Certified List of Abutters.  

12.  Form C-5: Time Extension Request for a Definitive Plan.  

13.  Form D: Designers Certificate.  

14.  Form E: Amendment, Modification or Rescission of Approval of a Definitive Plan.  

15.  Form F: Covenant.  

16.  Form G: Performance Secured by Deposit of Money.  

17.  Form H: Performance Secured by a Surety Company.  

18.  Form I: Performance Secured by Other Security.  

19.  Form J: Performance Secured by Bank Passbook.  

20.  Form K: Performance Secured by Lender's Agreement.  

21.  Form L: Conveyance of Easements and Utilities.  

22.  Form M: Plan Review Referral Form.  

23.  Form M-1: Plan Review Report Form.  

24.  Form N: Control Form for Processing Subdivision Plan and Construction.  

25.  Form O: Certificate of Completion - Release of Municipal Interest.  

26.  Form P: Release of Lots.  

27.  Form Q: Release of Surety.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IX, Severability 

ARTICLE IX, Severability 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / ARTICLE IX, Severability  / § 222-46.
Severability. 

§ 222-46.  Severability. 

If any provision of these rules and regulations or the administration thereof shall be held
unconstitutional, invalid or void, it shall not affect any other provision of these rules and
regulations or the administration thereof.       
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Table I - Street Design Standards

Table I - Street Design Standards

Local Street Hierarchy

Standards Minor Secondary Major

Design speed (mph) 25 30 35

Average daily traffic

  Per 1/2 loop 250 500

  Total 500 1,000 3,000

Minimum center line radius of curves 110 175 250

  (feet)

Minimum tangent between reverse curves 50 100 150

  (feet)

Grade (percent)

  Minimum 0.5 0.5 0.5

  Maximum 71 61 5

Leveling area

  Feet 75 200 200

  With maximum grade of (percent) 3 3 2

Roadway cross slope (percent) 22 22 2

Stopping sight distance (feet) 150 200 250

Curb radius (feet) 203 253 30

Type of Curb6 V V V

Sidewalks None

  One (feet) 5

  Two (feet) 5

Minimum distance between sidewalk 4 4 4

  and curb face (feet)

Shoulders See ~ 222-25D.
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Local Street Hierarchy

Standards Minor Secondary Major

Minimum right-of-way width (feet) 404 505 60

Minimum pavement width (feet)

  Type 1 24 24 24

  Type 2 32 32 24

  Moving Lanes

    Two (feet) 12 12 12

    Parking Lanes

      Type 1 None None None

      Type 2 None

        One (feet) 8 8

NOTES:

1.          Plus up to 2% for a distance not in excess of 300 feet.

2.          Or 1/4 inch per foot.

3.          The street with the higher requirement shall govern where two streets with different
classifications intersect. When two streets intersect at less than a right angle, the Board may
require a different radius to facilitate safe turning movements.

4.          In situations where, in the opinion of the Planning Board, the proposed road is in an area,
which will become a high density area, a minimum right-of-way shall be increased to 50 feet.

5.          Secondary streets, which, in the opinion of the Planning Board, may become major
streets, a sixty-foot right-of-way may be required.

6.          V = vertical face, granite

            R = roll type, cape cod

            S = granite sloped

            O = none
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 2 Zoning and Subdivision Regulations / Chapter 222,
SUBDIVISION RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Table II - Standards for Culs-de-Sac

Table II - Standards for Culs-de-Sac

Standards Description

Maximum length 500 feet unless the water system is looped or, in the opinion
of the Board, a greater length is necessitated by topography or
local conditions

Maximum units served 18

Turnaround diameter

  Minimum 76 feet

  Maximum 120 feet

Landscaped island in the center of
the turnaround

Required

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations

DIVISION 3
Selectmen's Regulations

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS 

Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND CASINOS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 2-22-1982.
Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Outdoor events -- See Ch. 194, § 194-17. 
One-day alcoholic beverage licenses -- See Ch. 194, § 194-18. 

Adult entertainment -- See Ch. 173, § 173-18.3. 
Alcoholic beverage license fees -- See Ch. 181.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-1.  Compliance required. 
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§ 178-1.  Compliance required. 

No bazaar shall be conducted in any establishment licensed to serve alcoholic beverages in
violation of MGL C. 271, or the rules and regulations hereinafter provided.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-2.  Definitions. 

§ 178-2.  Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

BAZAAR  -- A function disposing of cash awards or merchandise by means of chance, provided
that the term shall not be deemed to include the conduct of the game commonly known as
"beano" or the conduct of raffles otherwise authorized by law.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-3.  Notice required prior to conduct. 

§ 178-3.  Notice required prior to conduct. 

A licensee shall not allow the conduct of a bazaar on the licensed premises unless he has
delivered written notice of the bazaar to the Board of Selectmen at least 30 days before the date
on which the bazaar is held. The notice delivered to the Board shall include the following
information:  

A.    The date and time of the bazaar.  

B.    The name of the organization conducting the bazaar and the name and address of the member
of the organization in charge of the conduct of the bazaar.  

C.    The terms and conditions of agreement between the organization conducting the bazaar and
the licensee relating to the use of the licensed premises.  

D.    An identification of the portion or room of the licensed premises to be used for the function.  

E.    A copy of lease or other agreement between the sponsoring organization and person
furnishing any equipment for the conduct of the bazaar.  

F.    A list of all the members of the organization sponsoring the bazaar who will be participating
in the promotion and operation of the bazaar, including the address of each member, the date
the individual became a member of the organization, and if the organization has more than
one class of members, the designation of each member.  

G.    A copy of the organization's bazaar permit.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-4.  Sponsorship to be limited. 

§ 178-4.  Sponsorship to be limited. 

A licensee shall not allow a bazaar which is sponsored by more than one organization.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-5.  Rules and regulations for conduct. 

§ 178-5.  Rules and regulations for conduct. 

All bazaars conducted on licensed premises shall be conducted in accordance with the rules and
regulations contained in 961 CMR 4.04 (State Lottery Commission Regulations); provided,
however, that the term "licensed organization" as used in said rules and regulations shall be
deemed to include every organization conducting a bazaar on licensed premises, and provided
further that in the event that said rules or regulations require written approval of the Director of
the State Lottery Commission for any activity, the approval of the Board of Selectmen shall be
required if the organization is not otherwise subject to the provisions of said rules and
regulations.  

A.    In addition to the rules and regulations contained in 961 CMR 4.04, the following rules shall
apply:  

(1)    Each worker shall wear a badge stating the name of the worker and the name of the
organization sponsoring the bazaar.  

(2)    The sequentially-numbered ticket of admission shall have printed thereon the admission
charge, the name of the sponsoring organization, the date of the bazaar and the name and
address of the licensed premises.  

(3)    No person under the age of 20 years shall be allowed in the portion of the premises in
which the bazaar is conducted.  

(4)    The bazaar must terminate at or before 12:00 midnight.  

(5)    Only organizations with principal places of business in the Town of Northbridge shall be
permitted to conduct bazaars on licensed premises.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-6.  Report to State Lottery Commission required. 

§ 178-6.  Report to State Lottery Commission required. 

The license holder shall require that each organization sponsoring a bazaar at the licensed
premises shall forward a copy of the organization's return to the State Lottery Commission
directly to the Board of Selectmen within 10 days after the bazaar is held. The licensee shall
notify the sponsoring organization that failure to so report may result in the Board of Selectmen
prohibiting licensed establishments from allowing such organization to conduct bazaars.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-7.  Number per year limited. 

§ 178-7.  Number per year limited. 

No licensee shall have more than two bazaars conducted on its licensed premises in any calendar
year. For the purposes of these regulations, each day a bazaar is held shall be considered a
separate function.  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

291

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-8.  Violations and penalties. 

§ 178-8.  Violations and penalties. 

Conduct of a bazaar on licensed premises in violation of these rules or regulations shall be cause
for suspension or revocation of the alcoholic beverage license.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 178, BAZAARS AND
CASINOS  / § 178-9.  Severability. 

§ 178-9.  Severability. 

These regulations shall be considered severable, and if any section or sections or portions thereof
should be ruled illegal or unconstitutional, the remaining regulations and portions thereof shall
remain in force and effect.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 179, BOOT DRIVE
POLICY 

Chapter 179, BOOT DRIVE POLICY 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 12-4-2006;
amended in its entirety 4-28-2008. Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Vehicles and traffic -- See Ch. 199.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 179, BOOT DRIVE
POLICY  / § 179-1.  Number permitted; location; conditions.   

§ 179-1.  Number permitted; location; conditions.   

A.    The Town of Northbridge will allow one boot drive per month at Memorial Square and/or
Ovian Square from April 1st through November 1st for the purpose of raising funds for a
registered charity under the following conditions:  

1.      All drives must be approved in advance by the Police Department.  

2.      All drives are limited to the hours of 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM.  

3.      Each location will be limited to a maximum of 5 participants.  

4.      All participants must be at least 18 years of age at the time of the drive.  

5.      All participants must wear a reflective vest approved by the Police Department.  

6.      All participants may approach the traffic from the sidewalk or island side and:  

a.    Not impede the flow of traffic  
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b.    Not activate the electronic crosswalk devices  

c.    Not harass or intimidate drivers.      

B.    BOOT DRIVES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED FROM NOVEMBER 2ND through
MARCH 31ST.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 179, BOOT DRIVE
POLICY  / § 179-2.  Suspension. 

§ 179-2.  Suspension. 

The Northbridge Police Department shall have the authority to suspend any drive in the interest
of public safety.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 181, FEES 

Chapter 181, FEES 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen as indicated in article histories. Amendments
noted where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 181, FEES  / ARTICLE
I, (Reserved) EN 

ARTICLE I, (Reserved) EN(39) 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 181, FEES  / ARTICLE
I, (Reserved) EN  / § 181-1.  (Reserved)   

§ 181-1.  (Reserved)   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 181, FEES  / ARTICLE
II, Gas and Plumbing Inspections  [Adopted 1-9-1984] 

ARTICLE II, Gas and Plumbing Inspections  [Adopted 1-9-1984] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 181, FEES  / ARTICLE
II, Gas and Plumbing Inspections  [Adopted 1-9-1984]  / § 181-2.  Fees
enumerated. 

§ 181-2.  Fees enumerated. 
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The following fees are charged for gas and plumbing inspections:  

A.    Gas inspection.  

(1)    Per family living unit $10.  

(2)    Per business: $10.    

B.    Gas conversion inspection.  

(1)    Per family living unit: $20.  

(2)    Per business: $20.    

C.    Plumbing inspection.  

(1)    Per family living unit: $20.  

(2)    Per business: $20, plus $2 per fixture; over four fixtures, $5 per fixture.       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 181, FEES  / ARTICLE
III, Zoning Fees  [Adopted 8-14-1989] 

ARTICLE III, Zoning Fees  [Adopted 8-14-1989] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 181, FEES  / ARTICLE
III, Zoning Fees  [Adopted 8-14-1989]  / § 181-3.  Fees enumerated.  

§ 181-3.  Fees enumerated.  

A.    Filing fees.  

(1)    Commercial and industrial site plans. The minimum filing fee shall be $250 and $10 per
parking space required under Article VIII of the Northbridge Zoning Chapter.  

(2)    Planned unit development site plans. The filing fee for preliminary site plans shall be
$250 and $0.25 per linear foot of new roadway shown in the site plan; the filing fee for
definitive site plans shall be $750 and $0.75 per linear foot of new roadway shown in the
site plan.  

(3)    Planned townhouse development (R-6) site plan. The filing fee for planned townhouse
developments site plans in R-5 shall be $250 and $80 per dwelling unit.    

B.    Reasonable review fees. All expenses for engineering and professional planning review, as
deemed necessary by the Northbridge Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals or Building
Inspector, for plans, construction, inspection, recording and filing of documents, review of
special studies and all other expenses in connection with preliminary and definitive site plans
shall be borne by the applicant and shall be in addition to the filing fees required under
Subsection A above. The applicant shall place a sum in escrow with the reviewing Board and
the Town of Northbridge to be used for the payment of these review costs. The amount will
be determined by the reviewing Board based on estimates made from similar site plans and
shall be added as needed within 30 days of the request of the reviewing Board. Failure of the
applicant to comply with the requirements of this section shall be deemed adequate cause for
disapproval of the plan.     
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 188, LIAISON AND
WORK ASSIGNMENTS 

Chapter 188, LIAISON AND WORK ASSIGNMENTS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 9-28-1987.
Amendments noted where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 188, LIAISON AND
WORK ASSIGNMENTS  / § 188-1.  Maintenance of liaisons. 

§ 188-1.  Maintenance of liaisons. 

As the executive board, responsible for the overall leadership and coordination of town affairs,
and in order to promote close cooperation among town groups, the Selectmen shall maintain
close liaison with selected boards and committees, as well as the departments for which they are
directly responsible.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 188, LIAISON AND
WORK ASSIGNMENTS  / § 188-2.  Department heads' meetings. 

§ 188-2.  Department heads' meetings. 

It shall be the responsibility of the Town Administrator to call together all town department
heads from time to time to meet for the purpose of promoting communication and cooperation
among this group of full-time town employees. The subject matter of these meetings may vary
depending on the concerns of those participating.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 188, LIAISON AND
WORK ASSIGNMENTS  / § 188-3.  Policymaker's meetings. 

§ 188-3.  Policymaker's meetings. 

It shall be the responsibility of the Board of Selectmen to call together the Chairman or their
designated representatives of policy and regulatory boards from time to time to meet for the
purpose of promoting communication and cooperation among those various town boards,
committees or commissions.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 188, LIAISON AND
WORK ASSIGNMENTS  / § 188-4.  Performance reviews; department reports.  

§ 188-4.  Performance reviews; department reports.  

A.    The Selectmen will conduct an annual performance review of the Town Administrator,
Police Chief, Fire Chief, Town Accountant, Town Counsel and Building Inspector in the
month of January.  

B.    Department Chairmen shall annually present a report detailing goals accomplished during the
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previous year and present to the Board of Selectmen goals for the coming fiscal year. Reports
shall be written and presented in person and on forms supplied by the Town Administrator's
office.EN(40)    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS 

Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND TAXIS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 4-9-2007
Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Administrative organization -- See Ch. 4. 
Vehicles and traffic -- See Ch. 199.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-1.  Purpose and authority. 

§ 189-1.  Purpose and authority. 

Motor vehicles for hire are regulated and licensed by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of
Northbridge to ensure the safety of the public. These rules and regulations are adopted pursuant
to MGL Chapter 40 § 22 and Chapter 4, Administrative Organization, and Chapter 199, Vehicles
and Traffic, of the Code of the Town of Northbridge. 

The Board of Selectmen may promulgate rules and regulations for the administration, ownership
and operation of livery vehicles and taxicabs. The Board of Selectmen reserve the right to amend
any section of these rules and regulations after proper public notice. The Board of Selectmen
may suspend or revoke the license to own or operate a livery or taxicab for cause.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-2.  Definitions. 

§ 189-2.  Definitions. 

For the purposes of this section, whenever the following terms are used they will have the
meanings ascribed to them:  

BOARD  -- The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge.   

LIVERY VEHICLE  -- A vehicle for hire for livery purposes not equipped with taxi meter, does
not operate on a fixed route and is hired by means of a telephone request or a contract for a
prearranged fare arranged in advance of the time of the designated pickup. A livery vehicle will
display a livery motor vehicle registration plate issued by the Registry of Motor Vehicles. The
definition of a limousine is within this class of vehicle. The definition of a limousine shall not
include vehicles engaged exclusively to provide services to funeral homes.   

OPERATOR  -- A person who has an operator's license from the Commonwealth or other state
to operate motor vehicles and also a license to operate vehicles for hire in the Town of
Northbridge.   
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TAXI  -- Any vehicle which carries passengers for hire; it may or may not be equipped with a
taxi meter. A taxi is used to solicit passengers for hire on streets and parking areas open to the
public.   

TAXI METER  -- A mechanical instrument or device by which a charge for hire is calculated
either for distance traveled or for waiting time or both, and upon which such charges shall be
clearly indicated by means of a figure displayed.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-3.  Implementation. 

§ 189-3.  Implementation. 

All provisions of these rules and regulations shall be in effect beginning 45 days following the
date of adoption by the Board of Selectmen.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-4.  Permit and fees. 

§ 189-4.  Permit and fees. 

Permits shall be issued for a term of one calendar year or portion of a calendar year, if issued in
mid-year and shall be renewable during the month of December of each year for the following
calendar year. 

The annual fee for a Livery/Taxi license shall be $25 payable by check to the "Town of
Northbridge." 

The annual fee for a Livery/Taxi Operator's license shall be $25 payable by check to the "Town
of Northbridge." 

The fee for a Livery/Taxicab license or a Livery/Taxi Operator's license shall be set by the Board
as authorized under MGL Chapter 40, § 22F and in § 5-107 of the Code of the Town of
Northbridge.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-5.  Violations and penalties. 

§ 189-5.  Violations and penalties. 

All complaints and violations of these Rules and Regulations against operators of Livery
Vehicles or Taxicabs and the owners of Livery Vehicles and Taxicabs shall be brought before
the Board of Selectmen. After a hearing at which all pertinent facts will be heard a decision will
be made and if the operator or owner is found guilty of the complaint or violation then the Board
of Selectmen may revoke or suspend the license of the offending owner, or revoke or suspend
the operator's right to operate Livery Vehicles or Taxicabs for hire. 

Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of these rules and regulations
may be ordered to pay a fine not exceeding $100 for each offense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
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TAXIS  / § 189-6.  Livery and taxicab license regulations. 

§ 189-6.  Livery and taxicab license regulations. 

The Board is authorized in accordance with these rules and regulations to grant Livery and
Taxicab Licenses to suitable persons, firms and corporations who are owners or lessees of such
vehicles and whose principle place of business is in the Town of Northbridge. 

The Board is authorized in accordance with these rules and regulations to grant Livery and Taxi
Operator's licenses to suitable persons. 

No license shall be sold, transferred or assigned without the prior written approval of the Board.
The Board shall determine that the proposed licensee is a suitable person, firm or corporation. 

Licensed owners shall maintain a central place of business in the Town of Northbridge. The
Board is authorized to waive this requirement when in the opinion of the Board the public
interest would be served. 

Licensed owners shall provide the names, addresses and license information of all operators of
livery vehicles or taxicabs who will be employed by their firm or corporation. 

No Taxicab shall operate without permanent decals or marking on each side of the vehicle
identifying the firm, corporation or business. Removable magnetic signs are expressly forbidden. 

Operators shall not knowingly operate a taxicab or livery vehicle that is unsafe for passenger
service. Owners shall not allow the operation of taxicabs or livery vehicles that are unsafe for
passenger service. 

Change of address of the business and or the owner of Livery Vehicles or Taxicabs shall be
reported to the Board within five days.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-7.  Livery vehicle and taxicab owners and operators. 

§ 189-7.  Livery vehicle and taxicab owners and operators. 

No person shall operate or own a Livery Vehicle or Taxicab without being deemed a suitable
person by the Chief of Police. 

The Chief of Police may consider owners and operators as unsuitable persons for the following
reasons: 

  

    Person under 18 years of age.   

    Conviction of a felony.   

    Violations of parole or probation.   

    Conviction of a sex offense or is currently a registered sex offender.   

    Conviction of alcohol related offenses including operating under the influence of alcohol.   

    Conviction of narcotics offenses.   

    Unlawful possession of any controlled substances delineated in MGL Chapter 94C.   
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    Conviction of firearms offenses.   

    Any justifiable cause in addition to those specifically enumerated.   

 The length of time since the offense, the severity of the offense and any rehabilitation or
treatment shall be considered prior to denial.     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-8.  Inspection of livery vehicles and taxicabs. 

§ 189-8.  Inspection of livery vehicles and taxicabs. 

Every owner of a vehicle for hire shall have his vehicle(s) inspected on an annual basis during
the month of January or prior to filing an application for a Livery or Taxicab license by the Chief
of Police or his designee. The inspection shall include but not limited to the following: 

  

    Verification that the vehicle is properly registered and has a current safety inspection
sticker.   

    Inspection of the interior and exterior of the vehicle for cleanliness.   

    Verification that the vehicle has a properly operating odometer.   

    Interior surfaces must be intact. Seats must be free of tears. Floors must be free of holes
and covered completely with carpet or rubber matting.   

    Seats must be functioning properly and all seat belts must be operable and available for
use by passengers.   

    Windows and doors must be operable from the passenger compartment at all times.   

    All tires must meet Registry of Motor Vehicles standards for tread depth.   

    All safety equipment of any type including lights, signals, glass, windshield wipers and
bumpers must be intact and operational.   

    All safety lights and other required lights must be intact and operational.     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / § 189-9.  Severability. 

§ 189-9.  Severability. 

These sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases included in these rules and regulation are
severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of the rules and regulations
shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a valid judgment or decree of any court
of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the
remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of these rules and regulations.         
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / Livery/Taxi Application

Livery/Taxi Application

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:                  _____________________________________________________________

Address:              _____________________________________________________________

Town:                  _____________________________________________________________

Date of Birth      _____________          Place of Birth      ____________________________

License #            _____________          Expiration Date:  ____________________________

SSN: (optional)  _____________          Telephone            ____________________________

Have you ever been arrested? _____ If “yes”, please explain:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Has your license to operate a motor vehicle ever been suspended or revoked? _____ If “yes”,
please explain: ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Is this a new application or a renewal? _____________________________________________

Are you currently taking any medication? _____ If “yes” please explain:

____________________________________________________________________________
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Taxi Cab or Livery Employer: ____________________________________________________

Height: _______ Weight: _______ Eyes: _______ Hair: _______

___________________________            ______________________

Signature of Applicant                              Date

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / Livery/Taxi License

Livery/Taxi License

License No ________

Livery/Taxi license is hereby granted to        
___________________________________________

                                                              (Name & Address)

To set up, employ or use a                    _________________________

For the conveyance of passengers for hire until December 31st, 20 _______.

This license is granted subject to the provisions, restrictions, rules and regulations of the Code of
the Town of Northbridge.

This license may be revoked by the Board of Selectmen at any time.

Year:

Make:

Plate No:

Approved _______________  Signed ____________________________________________
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                        (Date)                                                  Chairman Board of Selectmen

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 189, LIVERIES AND
TAXIS  / Livery/Taxi Operator’s License

Livery/Taxi Operator’s License

License No. _____

Driver’s license is hereby granted to  ____________________________________________

                                                                                      (Name & Address)

To drive a LIVERY/TAXI until December 31st, 20_______.

MA Operator’s License No. ________________ Expiration Date ______________________

This license is granted subject to the provisions, restrictions, rules and regulations of the Code of
the Town of Northbridge

This license may be revoked by the Board of Selectmen at any time.

Approved _______________________      Signed _________________________________

                                    (Date)                                              Chairman Board of Selectmen

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES 

Chapter 194, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 2-24-1992; revised
1994. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Board of Health -- See Ch. 4, § 4-311. 
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Board of Selectmen -- See Ch. 2, § 2-200. 
Committees -- See Ch. 4, § 4-300. 

Conservation Commission -- See Ch. 4, § 4-307. 
Council on Aging -- See Ch. 4, § 4-301. 

Industrial Development Finance Authority -- See Ch. 4, § 4-313. 
Elected town officers and town elections -- See Ch. 2. 

Historical Commission -- See Ch. 4, § 4-312. 
Town Meetings -- See Ch. 3.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE I, Officers 

ARTICLE I, Officers 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE I, Officers  / § 194-1.  Election.  

§ 194-1.  Election.  

A.    At the first regular meeting of the Board following the annual town election, the Board shall
elect the following officers, in this order: Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk.  

B.    Term of office shall run until the first regular meeting of the Board following the next annual
town election, voluntary resignation of office or resignation from the Board, whichever shall
occur first.  

C.    Three votes shall be required to elect.  

D.    For each office, if no one is elected on the first vote, a second vote shall be taken on which
shall be eligible only those who won the first two places on the first vote. If a tie arises from
one or more members' absence or abstention from voting, successive votes may be taken, or
the election may be deferred to a later meeting, in which case the senior member, or one of
the senior members chosen by lot, shall act as Chairman Pro Tem, and he shall appoint a
Clerk Pro Tem.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE I, Officers  / § 194-2.  Responsibilities.  

§ 194-2.  Responsibilities.  

A.    The Chairman shall preside at all meetings, decide questions of order, call special meetings
and sign official documents that require the signature of his office. The Chairman should
allow equal time amongst Board members for all points of view, giving each member a
reasonable chance to voice his or her opinion. The Chairman shall have the same rights as
other members to offer resolutions, to make or second motions, to discuss the questions and
to vote thereon.  

B.    The Vice Chairman shall act for the Chairman whenever the latter is absent from meetings or
other necessary duties.  

C.    The Clerk shall:  

(1)    Keep or cause to be kept a full and accurate record of the proceedings of the Board.  
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(2)    Post or cause to be posted notices and agendas of meetings in compliance with the Open
Meeting Law.  

(3)    Maintain or cause to be maintained the Manual of Policies and Procedures and other
administrative regulations affecting the Board.  

(4)    Sign all documents calling for his/her approval.  

(5)    In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, call a Board meeting to order and
serve as Chairman Pro Tem.       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE II, Meetings 

ARTICLE II, Meetings 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE II, Meetings  / § 194-3.  Place. 

§ 194-3.  Place. 

The designated place for regular and special meetings of the Board of Selectmen shall be
Memorial Town Hall, Selectmen's Room, Whitinsville, Massachusetts, unless otherwise voted
by the Board.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE II, Meetings  / § 194-4.  Regular meetings. 

§ 194-4.  Regular meetings. 

The Board of Selectmen shall meet twice a month on Monday at 7:00 p.m. prevailing time unless
another day and hour is fixed by vote of the Board. Meetings shall adjourn no later than 11:30
p.m. Unfinished business will be postponed until a time certain during that week as may be voted
by the Selectmen. When Monday is a legal holiday, the meeting will be held either the following
Tuesday evening or the Monday evening of the next week as determined by the Board.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE II, Meetings  / § 194-5.  Citizens' forum. 

§ 194-5.  Citizens' forum. 

Each meeting the Board will provide a citizens' forum in which citizens of the town will have an
opportunity to bring to the attention of the Board any issues or questions they deem important.
The Board may, at its option, defer any action or comment on a citizens' forum item to a future
meeting or refer to the Town Manager for resolution. Whenever possible, all items for citizens'
forum may be presented to the Town Manager not later than 4:00 p.m. the day of the Selectmen's
meetings.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE II, Meetings  / § 194-6.  Special meetings. 

§ 194-6.  Special meetings. 

Special meetings of the Board of Selectmen may be called by written request of three members
of the Board or by the Chairman of the Board. The Town Manager shall prepare a notice of the
special meeting stating the time and the place of the meeting and the matters to be considered.
This notice shall be served personally upon each member of the Board or left at their usual place
of residence at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting time. It shall be the duty of the Town
Manager, immediately upon receipt of a request for a special meeting, to make every diligent
effort to notify each member of the Board in person, either by telephone or otherwise, of such
special meeting. The Town Manager shall also post the notice of the special meeting in a
conspicuous place in the Town Hall, in conformance with the Open Meeting Law.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE II, Meetings  / § 194-7.  Executive session. 

§ 194-7.  Executive session. 

An executive session may be convened at the request of a majority vote of the Board as part of a
regular or special Board meeting. Attendance at executive sessions shall be limited to the Board
of Selectmen, the Town Manager and the Board Secretary; provided, however, that the Board
and/or Town Manager may invite such persons as may be required for advice and/or information.
Executive session may be held only for one of the reasons that are set forth under the provisions
of MGL c. 39, §§ 23A and 23B, as amended, and said session shall only be held after the
meeting has been called in public session and the presiding officer declares under which
category the executive session will be held.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE II, Meetings  / § 194-8.  Agenda.  

§ 194-8.  Agenda.  

A.    Order of business. The business of all regular meetings of the Board of Selectmen shall be
transacted in the following order: [Amended 2006]  

(1)    Approval of minutes.  

(2)    Hearings (public).  

(3)    Appointments.  

(4)    Decisions.  

(5)    Discussions.  

(6)    Citizens' comments/input.  

(7)    Selectmen's concerns.  

(8)    Town Manager's report.  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

305

(9)    Items for future agenda.   

(10)  Correspondence.   

(11)  Executive session.    

B.    Procedures.  

(1)    The Town Manager shall prepare the agenda for meetings with the input of the
Chairman and:   

(a)  Schedule an appropriate and realistic time period for each appointment, interview,
conference or other scheduled items of business.   

(b)  Confirm all appointments, including time allotted.   

(c)  Distribute copies of the agenda and backup material to the Selectmen on the fifth
working day of the week preceding the meeting date with the draft copy of the
minutes of the previous meeting.   

(d)  Post copies of the agenda Friday on the Town Hall bulletin board, have copies of the
agenda available to the press representatives and have copies available to the public
at all meetings.    

(2)    In order to expedite the business of the Board of Selectmen at their regular meetings and
in order that all subject matter scheduled for discussion by the Selectmen may be given
proper attention and due consideration, the following procedure has been adopted for
submission of items to appear on the regular meeting agenda of the Board of Selectmen:   

(a)  Except in emergencies, any item requested to appear on the agenda must be in the
office of the Town Manager the first working day of the week at 5:00 p.m. preceding
a regular meeting.   

(b)  All backup data, pertinent information or an outline for discussion must accompany
all subject matters or items to appear on the agenda.   

(c)  Written reports/outline of presentation shall, whenever possible, be presented to the
Board as part of the agenda packet.   

(d)  For items requiring decisions by the Board, the Town Manager shall provide a
written recommendation.         

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE III, Appointments 

ARTICLE III, Appointments 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE III, Appointments  / § 194-9.  Board of Selectmen.  

§ 194-9.  Board of Selectmen.  

A.    The expiration date for appointments is June 1 or until their successor is appointed and
qualified, with the exception of the following:  
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(1)    Historic Districts Commission, which, under MGL c. 40C, expires January 1.  

(2)    Election officers are appointed annually between July 15 and August 15, in accordance
with MGL c. 54, § 12.    

B.    The Town Manager shall:  

(1)    Present, at the first regular meeting following town election and on a regular basis, a list
of appointment vacancies to be filled by the Board.  

(2)    Notify incumbents and request their statement of availability regarding reappointment.
Should they be interested in reappointment, the Town Manager shall request from the
Clerk of the Board where the vacancy will occur the incumbent's attendance record
during his or her term of office. This information will then be shared with the Board of
Selectmen.  

(3)    Cause to advertised on cable television and the local newspaper the vacancy(ies).  

(4)    Research talent bank for list of possibilities.  

(5)    Schedule for interviews before the Board of Selectmen all individuals who have
expressed interest in filling a vacancy. Where an incumbent is seeking reappointment to
a seat that is uncontested, the interview requirement before the Board shall be waived.
(Note: Should there be a large number of applicants, the Board may first screen the
applicants in order to reduce the number of interviews to a smaller number.)    

C.    In the event that there is more than one person interested in serving on an appointed position,
the Chairman shall receive nominations from the Board members. All nominations must be
seconded. Voting on the nominees shall take place in the order of their nomination
immediately succeeding the nominations. Voting shall continue until one of the nominees has
attained a majority of the votes of the members present and eligible to vote. If a tie arises or
should none of the nominees receive a majority vote, successive votes may be taken, or the
election may be deferred to a later meeting. Should there be more than two nominees, only
the nominees with the two highest vote counts shall proceed to the second round of votes.
Appointments shall be completed as soon as possible.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE III, Appointments  / § 194-10.  Other boards. EN  

§ 194-10.  Other boards. EN(41)  

A.    After notification by the remaining members that a vacancy occurs, the Chairman shall
schedule a joint meeting between the Board of Selectmen and the board where the vacancy
occurred.  

B.    At that joint meeting, the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen shall act as Chairman Pro
Tem of the combined boards and shall receive nominations from the joint committee
members. All nominations must be seconded.  

C.    Should any of the nominees be present at the joint meeting, the members of the combined
boards shall be provided the opportunity to hear presentations by the nominees and to ask
questions concerning the nominees' qualifications and interest in filling the vacancy.  

D.    In the event that there is more than one person interested in filling the vacancy, voting on the
nominees shall take place in the order of their nomination. Voting shall continue until one of
the nominees has attained a majority of the votes of the officers entitled to vote pursuant to
MGL c. 41, § 11. (Please note that, under MGL c. 41, § 11, vacancies in town offices shall be
filled by roll call vote.) If a tie arises or should none of the nominees receive a majority vote,
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successive votes may be taken, or the election may be deferred to a later meeting. If there are
more than two candidates, only the candidates with the two highest vote counts shall proceed
to the second round of votes. Should there only be one nominee, the combined boards shall
still take a roll call vote pursuant to MGL c. 41, § 11.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE III, Appointments  / § 194-11.  Town Manager. 

§ 194-11.  Town Manager. 

The Town Manager shall file with the Board of Selectmen the names of all his or her appointees.
Such filing shall consist of a written notice of the appointment placed in the respective internal
mailboxes of the Selectmen and a good faith effort to telephone or otherwise notify the
individual Board members of the appointment. Such appointments shall become effective on the
15th day following the day in which the appointment is filed with the Board of Selectmen, unless
the Board of Selectmen shall, within that period, by a majority of all its members, vote to reject
such appointment or has sooner voted to affirm it.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits 

ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits  / § 194-12.  Applications. 

§ 194-12.  Applications. 

Notwithstanding any provisions of law or these policies to the contrary, application for licenses
shall be made to the Board of Selectmen, on an approved form, at least two weeks prior to the
need for such a license.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits  / § 194-13.  Investigation. 

§ 194-13.  Investigation. 

Unless otherwise provided in this policy, the Town Manager will be responsible for investigating
said applications and making a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen relative to their
disposition.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits  / § 194-14.  Attendance at
review of request. 
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§ 194-14.  Attendance at review of request. 

In the interest of all concerned, it is recommended that persons requesting licenses or permits be
in attendance at the Board meeting when their request is reviewed. All petitioners shall be
notified by mail of the time and date of the meeting.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits  / § 194-15.  Issuance. 

§ 194-15.  Issuance. 

All licenses granted by the Board shall be issued by the Town Manager upon the payment of the
prescribed fee. Only those licenses which by law must be reviewed and approved by a state
agency shall be exempt from the provisions of this policy.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits  / § 194-16.  Fee schedule.
[Amended 2006] 

§ 194-16.  Fee schedule.  [Amended 2006] 

The fees for licenses are enumerated below: 

  

 License   Fee     

 Class I (new and used cars)   $50.00   

 Class II (secondhand cars)   $50.00   

 Class III (junk cars)   $50.00   

 Common victualler   $20.00   

 Lodging house   $20.00   

 Automatic amusement device   $100.00   

 Billiards, pool, sippio and   $30.00   

 bowling, jukebox      

 Club   $1,050.00   

 Common victualler/restaurant      

 All alcoholic   $1,150.00   

 Wines and malt   $1,000.00   

 Innholder/hotel (all alcoholic)   $1,200.00   
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 License   Fee     

 Druggist   $300.00   

 Retail package goods      

 All alcoholic   $1,150.00   

 Wines and malt   $1,000.00   

 One-day      

 All alcoholic   $25.00   

 Wines and malt   $20.00   

 Hawkers and peddlers   $50.00   

 Auctioneer   $15.00   

 Special auctioneer, per day   $10.00   

 Junk dealer   $100.00   

 Miscellaneous permits   $12.00   

 Taxi      

 With stand   $50.00   

 Without stand   $30.00     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits  / § 194-17.  Outdoor events. 

§ 194-17.  Outdoor events. 

In accordance with MGL c. 140, it is required that any outdoor theatrical exhibition, public
show, public amusement or exhibition to be held in the Town of Northbridge obtain a license
from the Board of Selectmen for such show or amusement and that application for a license must
be filed with the Board of Selectmen two weeks before the event and must indicate the name of
the owner and the name and address of the firm involved, the sponsor, the nature and extent of
the show or amusement, the days and hours, amount of admission charge (if any) and the exact
location within the town where the show or amusement is to be held.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE IV, Licenses and Permits  / § 194-18.  One-day all
alcoholic, beer and wine license.  

§ 194-18.  One-day all alcoholic, beer and wine license.  

A.    Only charitable, nonprofit fraternal, veteran and church organizations will be eligible to
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apply for an all alcoholic one-day license. All others may only apply for wines and malt
one-day licenses.  

B.    Only those beverages that are permitted by the license shall be served.  

C.    No music or other entertainment on Sundays without proper license from the Board is
permitted.  

D.    Proper parking arrangements must be made.  

E.    There shall be a curfew of 8:00 p.m. if outside function.  

F.    Upon the recommendation of the Police Chief, the Board of Selectmen may require, in the
interest of public safety, the attendance of a police officer(s) at a licensed function, to be paid
for by the licensee.  

G.    All other licenses that may be necessary must be approved by the regulatory board
responsible (i.e. Board of Health, etc.).  

H.    Requests for license must be filed at least two weeks in advance of the event.  

I.    The applicant must sign a statement whereby the applicant agrees to hold harmless,
indemnify and defend the Town of Northbridge, its officials, agents and employees from and
against all claims, losses, damages, liabilities and costs, including but not limited to cost of
defense arising out of, or in anyway connected with, the issuance and use of this license.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE V, Minutes 

ARTICLE V, Minutes 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE V, Minutes  / § 194-19.  Responsibilities of Town
Manager. 

§ 194-19.  Responsibilities of Town Manager. 

The Town Manager is responsible for causing the meeting minutes to be kept, recorded and
distributed to members of the Board of Selectmen. He shall:  

A.    Provide a draft copy of the previous meeting's minutes to the Selectmen for consideration in
their agenda notebooks prior the next meeting of the Board.  

B.    Record any and all corrections that are made to the draft copy by vote of the Board.  

C.    Cause to be typed a final copy of the approved meeting minutes, which shall be filed in a
page-numbered book upon the approval and signature of the Clerk. Once this is
accomplished, a copy of these approved minutes shall be forwarded to the Selectmen for
their records, and they shall be considered public record.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE V, Minutes  / § 194-20.  Executive session. 
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§ 194-20.  Executive session. 

Minutes shall be kept in the same manner; however, they shall not be made public so long as
publication may defeat the lawful purpose of the executive session. This determination will be
made by vote of the Board upon request.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE VI, Town Hall 

ARTICLE VI, Town Hall 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE VI, Town Hall  / § 194-21.  Hours. 

§ 194-21.  Hours. 

The normal office hours of the Town Hall shall be: 

 

 Day   Hours     

 Mondays   8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   

 Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   

 Fridays   8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE VI, Town Hall  / § 194-22.  Board and committee
meetings. 

§ 194-22.  Board and committee meetings. 

Meetings of the various town boards and committees are welcome in the Town Hall. The
authorization for use of the meeting rooms shall be granted through the office of the Town
Manager. All regularly scheduled meetings of the various town officers shall be posted on the
meeting schedule board located in the Town Hall.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE VI, Town Hall  / § 194-23.  Activities. 

§ 194-23.  Activities. 

Other town government activities or the activities of other town-sponsored or nonprofit
organizations may utilize the Town Hall with the permission of the Town Manager. Requests
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must be received at least one week in advance of the date requested and are subject to change on
24 hours' notice if a required town function conflicts or upon orders of the Board of Selectmen.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE VII, Amendments to Policies and Procedures 

ARTICLE VII, Amendments to Policies and Procedures 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE VII, Amendments to Policies and Procedures  /
§ 194-24.  Review of revisions. 

§ 194-24.  Review of revisions. 

It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Town Manager to place on the agenda, within three
months following the reorganization of the Board, an item whose subject shall be the possible
revision of the Selectmen's Policies and Procedures Book. At that time, the Town Manager shall
make recommendations concerning revisions that he or she deems appropriate and necessary.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 194, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES  / ARTICLE VII, Amendments to Policies and Procedures  /
§ 194-25.  Suspensions. 

§ 194-25.  Suspensions. 

The Chairman shall allow motions to suspend any of the policies and procedures contained
herein. However, such motion to suspend temporarily any of these policies and procedures shall
require a majority vote of those members present and voting.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS 

Chapter 196, SEWERS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge as indicated in
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Wells -- See Ch. 9, § 9-800. 
Sewers -- See Ch. 10, § 10-100. 

Sewers and sewage -- See Ch. 220.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003] 
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ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003]  / § 196-1.
Introduction. 

§ 196-1.  Introduction. 

On May 5, 2001, the Northbridge Board of Selectmen signed an Administrative Consent Order
(ACO) issued by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). The DEP
executed the ACO on May 15, 2001, which is the effective date of the order. The ACO requires
the Town to address certain deficiencies in its sanitary sewer system. Included among these
deficiencies are sources of inflow and infiltration (I&I) that allow large volumes of ground water
to enter into the sanitary sewer system. The ACO, in conjunction with existing DEP regulations,
outlines procedures to be followed for obtaining a permit for extensions to the sewer collection
system of the Town of Northbridge. This policy is intended to clarify and summarize the
requirements to obtain a sewer extension permit.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003]  / § 196-2.
References.  

§ 196-2.  References.  

The following documents, containing guidance and direction relative to the extension of sanitary
sewers in the Town of Northbridge, are incorporated into this policy by reference.  

1.    314 CMR 7.00 SEWER SYSTEM EXTENSION AND CONNECTION PERMIT
PROGRAM  

2.    MGL c. 21, § 43. Permit proceedings and determinations; regulations; necessity and
requirements of permit; application; forms; fees.  

3.    Administrative Consent Order (ACO) and Notice of Noncompliance, File Number
ACO-CE-01-1010 dated 5/15/01 and issued by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Department of Environmental Protection  

4.    Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts, Inflow and Infiltration Reduction Program Sewer
Connection Policy (I&I Policy), Current Edition    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003]  / § 196-3.
Sewer extension and connection policy. 

§ 196-3.  Sewer extension and connection policy. 

No person shall construct, effect, maintain, modify or use any sewer system extension or
connection without a currently valid permit from the Director of the Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection pursuant to MGL c. 21, § 43 and 314 CMR 7.00, unless exempted
in 314 CMR 7.05. Exemptions under this provision must be fully documented by the project
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proponent in writing to the Town. Any person who proposes to construct, effect, maintain,
modify or use a sewer system extension or connection must obtain a permit by filing the
application form in accordance with 314 CMR 7.00 and 2.00. Permit applications shall be
prepared by the person proposing the extension or connection or their representative.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003]  / § 196-4.
Procedures. 

§ 196-4.  Procedures. 

The application, in three copies, shall be submitted for review, complete with all supporting
information to the Northbridge Department of Public Works (DPW), prior to requesting the
approval of the Town. The DPW shall annotate on the application such special conditions as may
be deemed necessary to insure the application is in compliance with DEP regulations and the
requirements of the above referenced documents. The application then shall be submitted to the
Northbridge Board of Selectmen for review and approval. The Board of Selectmen may require
the project proponent to make such presentations and/or provide such additional information as it
may determine necessary to properly evaluate the application. Upon majority vote of the Board
of Selectmen to approve the application, the Chairperson shall sign the application
recommending approval. The project proponent may then transmit the signed application to the
DEP for review and final approval. The normal processing time for review and approval of
applications will be two to four weeks from receipt of the application. In the event that additional
information is required to fully evaluate the application, the processing time will be extended
accordingly until all issues have been resolved. The project proponent shall provide the
Northbridge DPW with copies of all correspondence to and from the DEP on all matters relative
to the application after submission.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003]  / § 196-5.
Special conditions.  

§ 196-5.  Special conditions.  

The following are some, but not necessarily all, of the special conditions that may be applied to
permit applications:  

1.    No connection or extension will be permitted if it will introduce new flow into an existing
sewer system component that has been listed in the ACO as a Deficient System Component.
As identified Deficient System Components are upgraded and they are removed by the DEP
from the list of Deficient System Components the restriction on new connections will be
removed.  

2.    For every one gallon of new flow introduced into the sewer system there must be a reduction
of four gallons of excess inflow and infiltration in the system. The project proponent must
fully comply with the terms of the above reference I&I Policy.  

3.    No sewer connection permit shall be issued for any individual connection if there are not
sufficient I&I reduction credits available in the Town of Northbridge "Sewer Bank" to meet
the 4:1 I&I reduction requirement of the ACO. The Board of Selectmen will impose a
moratorium on all new connections that are governed by the ACO if the issuance of such a
connection permit would result in a violation of the ACO or any other applicable regulation.
Authority to initiate such a moratorium is delegated to the Town Manager subject to
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ratification by vote of the board.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003]  / § 196-6.
Processing fee. 

§ 196-6.  Processing fee. 

Applications for sewer extensions shall be accompanied by a processing fee of not less than $25
nor more than $250. The fee shall be based upon the total estimated daily flow in gallons per day
(gpd) times $0.10. Fee shall be by check made payable to "Northbridge Sewer Enterprise Fund".
All fees collected shall be deposited into the I&I contribution account.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE I, Extension and Connection Policy  [Adopted 9-8-2003]  / § 196-7.
Effective date. 

§ 196-7.  Effective date. 

This policy shall become effective on the date adopted by the Northbridge Board of Selectmen.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE II, Schedule of Rates for Sewer Services  [Adopted 6-18-2007; effective
7-1-2007] 

ARTICLE II, Schedule of Rates for Sewer Services  [Adopted 6-18-2007; effective
7-1-2007] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE II, Schedule of Rates for Sewer Services  [Adopted 6-18-2007; effective
7-1-2007]  / § 196-8.  Quarterly rates.  

§ 196-8.  Quarterly rates.  

A.    The rates for sewer services that are billed quarterly will be:  

(1)    For usage of 800 cubic feet or less per quarter: $50.  

(2)    For the first 900 to 2,000 cubic feet used or fraction thereof: $73.70.  

(3)    For each additional 100 cubic feet thereafter: $4.62.  

(4)    For residential customers only, the rate for each additional 100 cubic feet used in excess
of 4,000 cubic feet shall be reduced by 25% to: $3.46.    

B.    Each sewer service shall be billed in accordance with the above rate schedule. Quarterly
usage shall be determined using 100% of the quarterly metered water consumption figure to
arrive at sewer usage.    
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE II, Schedule of Rates for Sewer Services  [Adopted 6-18-2007; effective
7-1-2007]  / § 196-9.  Connection fees for new services. 

§ 196-9.  Connection fees for new services. 

A connection fee for a new service connection to Residential, Commercial or Industrial premises
will be charged by the Northbridge Sewer System at the time application is made for service, as
follows: 

  

 Type of Connection   Fee     

 Existing single-family residence   $924.00   

 Existing multifamily residence (first unit)   $924.00   

 Each additional existing unit   $528.00   

 New single-family residence   $7,920.00   

 New multifamily residence (first unit)   $7,920.00   

 Each additional unit   $6,600.00   

 Commercial or Industrial (minimum)   $9,240.00   

 Commercial or Industrial (whichever is greater)   $462.00 per fixture     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE II, Schedule of Rates for Sewer Services  [Adopted 6-18-2007; effective
7-1-2007]  / § 196-10.  Definitions.  

§ 196-10.  Definitions.  

A.    The term "fixture" as used above is defined as: water closets, urinals, lavatories, service
sinks, laundry sinks, washing machines, dishwashers, garbage disposal units, etc.  

B.    The term "existing residence" as used above is defined as one that was occupied prior to July
1, 1997.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 196, SEWERS  /
ARTICLE II, Schedule of Rates for Sewer Services  [Adopted 6-18-2007; effective
7-1-2007]  / § 196-11.  Fee to be based on connections. 

§ 196-11.  Fee to be based on connections. 

Whenever a commercial or industrial premises is served by more than one connection to the
Town's mains, the connection fee schedule above shall apply to each connection. The total
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number of fixtures will not be added together to determine the connection fee.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS 

Chapter 197, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge as indicated in
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Use of streets, sidewalks and other public places -- See Ch. 6. 
Earth removal -- See Ch. 7, § 7-200. 

Public works -- See Ch. 10.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009] 

ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted 4-12-2004;
amended in its entirety 1-12-2009] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-1.  Permitting authority and
implementation. 

§ 197-1.  Permitting authority and implementation. 

In order to protect the integrity of all public rights-of-way, assure protection of all structures and
utilities within and adjacent to these rights-of-way, and provide optimum safety and convenience
for the public; permission in accordance with the rules and regulations herein described must be
obtained from the Northbridge Department of Public Works hereinafter referred to as the
"Department", before excavating or in any way disturbing public rights-of-way, or
extending/connecting to a Town owned utility. These rules and regulations apply when work is
to be performed within the layout of a public way. 

These rules and regulations require compliance with all provisions of 520 CMR 14.00
EXCAVATION AND TRENCH SAFETY to protect the general public from the hazards
associated with trench excavation. A full copy of this regulation is included herein and
excavators are required to comply with all provisions.  

A.    Authority.: 

   

    The authority for this requirement is found in the Code of the Town of Northbridge as
follows   

    § 6-101. Permit required to obstruct streets.   
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    No person shall place or cause to be placed or permit in any of the streets any tree, post,
fence, curbstone, dirt, rubbish, wood, timber, snow, ice or material of any kind tending to
obstruct or create a hazardous condition on a street or sidewalk without first obtaining a
written permit from the Director of Public Works.   

    § 6-102. Permit required to excavate streets.   

    No person shall break or dig up the ground in any street or sidewalk or set up any post,
fence, tree or curbstone or other obstruction in any street or sidewalk without first
obtaining a written permit from the Director of Public Works.    

    § 6-110. Authority to require indemnification.   

    The board or officer issuing permits for the use of streets or sidewalks may, in its
discretion, demand a suitable cash deposit, surety bond or insurance indemnity policy, to
save the town harmless from all liability of any nature whatsoever caused directly, or
indirectly by such use of the streets or sidewalks.   

    § 5-107. Fees and charges by municipal agencies.   

    A.   Any municipal agency which is otherwise authorized to issue a license, certificate or
permit, or to render a service or to perform work for a person or class of persons,
may from time to time fix a reasonable fee for the license, certificate, permit or for
rendering the service or for performing the work in the manner provided in MGL C.
40, § 22F.   

    Additional authority for these rules and regulations is found in:    

    Massachusetts General Law Chapter 82A §§1-5 Excavation and Trench Safety 520 CMR
14.00 Excavation and Trench Safety (a copy of which is attached herewith) Compliance
with the requirements of this state regulation is implicit in the issuance of a permit under
this regulations.     

  

B.    Implementation. All provisions of these amended rules and regulations shall be in effect
beginning March 1, 2009.  

C.    Permitting Authority. The Department of Public Works is hereby designated the Permitting
Authority for the Town of Northbridge under this regulation. The Permitting Authority is
located at 11 Fletcher Street with normal office hours of Monday thru Friday, 7:00 AM to
3:00 PM.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-2.  Requirement for
contractor's license.  

§ 197-2.  Requirement for contractor's license.  

Permits to perform work within public rights-of-way can be obtained only by licensed
contractors. Licenses will be issued to those contractors who, in the opinion of the Department,
are deemed qualified through experience and have demonstrated by past performance the ability
to undertake the scope of work covered by the license.  

A.    Categories of Work. Three (3) categories of work are covered by the Contractor's Licenses,
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as follows:  

1.      General Construction -  driveway, sidewalk, curbing construction, landscaping, etc  

2.      Service Connections - connection of a property or structure to a public or private utility
(water, sanitary sewer, storm drainage) main or lateral.  

3.      Utility Main Construction - extension of a public or private utility system within the
right-of-way (ROW).    

B.    License Requirements. Prior to obtaining a contractor's license, the following information
must be provided:  

1.      A listing of available equipment, previous projects of similar size and scope to the work
being contemplated, completed within the last three (3) years with references that may
be contacted about these projects.  

2.      A street opening bond in the amount of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall be obtained
from a surety company licensed to do business in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and approved by the Town. The bond shall be valid and in full effect for the term of the
license and shall bind the contractor to the faithful performance and completion of the
work in accordance with all applicable specifications of the Department.   

3.      A certificate of insurance showing that the contractor has the following minimum
insurance coverages. The Town of Northbridge shall be named as "Additional Insured": 

  

    Commercial General Liability   

    Per occurrence/aggregate - $1,000,000/$2,000/000   

    Automobile Liability - Bodily Injury and Property Damage   

    Minimum of $1,000,000 on a combined single limit for bodily injury and property
damage   

    Employer's Liability Insurance - Worker's Compensation   

    Limits as required under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts   

    Umbrella or Excess Liability Insurance   

    Not less than $2,000,000 over and above primary limits     

    

C.    Term of License and Fees. 

  

    Licenses shall be issued for a term of one calendar year or portion of a calendar, if issued
in mid-year, and shall be renewable during the month of December of each year for the
following calendar year. Licenses issued during the calendar during which these rules and
regulations are adopted shall expire at the end of December of the following calendar year.
License renewals must be accompanied by bond and insurance certificates described above
which shall remain in force for the duration of the renewal period. At its discretion, the
Department may waive the requirement to submit references for license renewals.   
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    The annual license fee shall be one hundred and twenty-five dollars ($125.00) paid by
check made payable to the Town of Northbridge.     

  

D.    Suspension of License. 

  

    The Department reserves the right to suspend or revoke a contractor's license. One (1)
documented incident of poor quality work or unwillingness to comply with these
regulations shall result in a written warning and six months of probation during which time
the contractor's performance shall be monitored. Once on probation, one (1) documented
incident of poor performance shall result in suspension of license for one (1) year followed
by one (1) additional year on probation to be served after reinstatement of the license.   

    Additionally, the Department may suspend, revoke or refuse to issue a license if, in the
opinion of the Department, the contractor is not adequately skilled or competent to
undertake the work contemplated under the license.   

    Contractors may appeal any suspension, revocation or refusal to issue a license, in writing,
to the Board of Selectmen within thirty (30) calendar days of written notification by the
Department. The Board will make a determination based upon information submitted by
the contractor and the Department and may request that the contractor appear before the
Board to provide additional information regarding the appeal.   

    Probationary periods may not be appealed.     

    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-3.  Road opening permit
application and fees. 

§ 197-3.  Road opening permit application and fees. 

Permits and their associated fees are herein established for General Construction, Service
Connections and Utility Main Construction. These requirements apply to any work being
performed within the right-of-way (ROW) of a public street or roadway. In almost all instances
the ROW for a public street is significantly wider than the width of the pavement. The ROW on
many older streets is at least thirty-three (33) feet. Forty (40) to fifty (50) feet is most common in
newer subdivision with sixty-six (66) foot rights-of-way on some streets. It is the contractor's
responsibility to ascertain the width of the ROW in the proposed work location. Information of
ROW widths in most locations can be obtained from the Northbridge Department of Public
Works.   

A.    General Construction. These projects are defined as follows:  

1.      Any excavation, of any depth, within the ROW of the road whether located in the
pavement area or not. Installations of post mounted mailboxes within the ROW where
the depth of excavation is less than two (2) feet are exempt from these permit
requirements. Those installing mailboxes within the ROW must obtain a Dig Safe
clearance before digging. Additionally, mailboxes installed within the ROW are subject
to damage from snowplows and other roadway maintenance activities. The Town does
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not assume liability for damages to mailboxes that are installed within the ROW.  

2.      Placement of any equipment, fence, structure, container or other item, whether
temporary or permanent, within the ROW of a public street, including obstruction of a
public sidewalk, not requiring excavation. Examples include placement of equipment,
materials and containers at construction sites.  

3.      Curb cuts, driveway paving and widening and walkway construction when all or a
portion of the work is within the ROW.    

B.    Service Connections. These projects include excavation and installation, repair or
replacement of any utility service line from any structure or property to any utility located
within the ROW, whether or not the utility is located within the pavement. When connecting
to a town utility, the contractor must present an approved connection permit indicating that
all applicable connection fees have been paid.  

C.    Utility Main Construction. 

  

    These projects include the construction, repair, replacement or extension of any new
utility main including water, sanitary sewer or storm drainage system located within the
ROW, whether or not the utility is located within the pavement. Extension of the sanitary
sewer system requires that the project proponent shall obtain a "Sewer Extension Permit"
from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. No road opening permit
will be issued for extension of a sanitary sewer system until a Sewer Extension Permit has
been approved.   

    All extensions of or connections to the storm drainage system shall comply with the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection's stormwater management
policies. Storm drains, culverts and related installation, including catch basins, manholes,
and curbing shall be installed as necessary to provide adequate collection of surface water
from all streets and impervious surfaces within the project area. Any project that increases
the impervious area shall have a stormwater management system designed to mitigate any
increase in the rate and volume of stormwater runoff. The system shall be designed so as to
not increase the peak rate of runoff or volume of stormwater runoff in the 2, 10, 25 and
100-year storm events.     

   

D.    Fees. 

  

    The fee for obtaining a road opening permit shall be based upon the location of the work
and the total area to be disturbed by the work as follows:      

  

1.      Work performed in the right-of-way with no excavation in paved areas, including roads,
streets and sidewalks: Twenty-five ($25.00) dollars.  

2.      Work performed in the right-of-way with removal of paved area, including roads, streets
and sidewalks, of fifty square feet or less: Fifty ($50.00) dollars.  

3.      Work performed in the right-of-way with removal of paved area, including roads, streets
and sidewalks, greater than fifty square feet: One ($1) dollar per square foot of disturbed
pavement not to exceed Two-hundred ($200.00) dollars.  
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    Fee shall be paid at the time of application by check made payable to "The Town of
Northbridge". When work is to be performed by any department of the Town of
Northbridge or their agent or contractor, the permit fee shall be waived. Additionally,
the permit fee shall be waived for any public utility company governed by the rules of
the Massachusetts Department of Telecommunications and Energy when the work is
intended to extend, repair, replace or maintain the system of the public utility
company. However, all other provisions of these rules and regulations shall apply.      
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-4.  General conditions.   

§ 197-4.  General conditions.   

A.    Plan/Profile Requirements. Before any permit is issued, the Department may require that a
complete plan and profile be submitted with the application. Plan and profile shall show the
following:  

1.      Location of the proposed construction.  

2.      Exact location of all existing utilities within the proposed construction area that would
be crossed or exposed during the construction.  

3.      Elevations of existing underground facilities crossed, exposed or connected to by
proposed installations.  

4.      Elevations of proposed construction at all crossing points.  

5.       Inverts of all proposed manholes or cleanouts as well as inverts of existing facilities
connected to by the proposed construction.  

6.      Plan shall be at a horizontal scale or 1 inch = 40 feet (1" = 40') or greater.   

7.      Profile shall be at a vertical scale of 1 inch = 4 feet (1" = 4') or greater.    

B.    General Requirements and Restrictions.  

1.      Permits will be issued only to contractors licensed by the Town of Northbridge.  

2.      The contractor shall notify the Department a minimum of twenty-four (24) prior to the
start of any road opening work to allow for inspection of the work site.  

3.      No street opening permits shall be issued between November 15 and April 1, except in
cases of emergency as determined by the Department.  

4.      No permits shall be issued on newly constructed, paved or accepted roads for a period of
five (5) years following the paving or acceptance. If a roadway is opened due to an
emergency, at a minimum, the following will be required:  

a.    The pavement shall be saw cut a minimum of one (1) foot beyond the width of the
trench required for the repairs.  

b.    The trench shall be backfilled using controlled Density Fill (CDF). The CDF must
be batched at a concrete plant and delivered in transit mixers, must be flowable,
require no vibrating, and the finished product must be excavatable without the use of
power tools.  

c.    After the trench has been properly backfilled as required above, the contractor shall
restore the paved area to as good repair as when opened as determined by the
Department. Pavement restoration methods required by the Department may include
grind and inlay, infrared treatment or a complete curb-to-curb pavement overlay of
the disturbed area(s).    

5.      If the proposed street opening for underground work affects more than fifty (50) feet of
roadway measured longitudinally, the Department has the option of requiring grind and
inlay, infrared treatment or a complete curb-to-curb pavement overlay of the disturbed
area(s).  

6.      Except in emergencies, work shall be limited to the hours of 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM. On
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primary streets, work shall be limited to the hours of 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM unless
approved by the Department. Primary streets include: Church St, Main St, Hill St,
Sutton St, Linwood Av, Quaker St, School St and Providence Rd.   

7.      Except in emergencies, no work shall be permitted on Saturdays, Sundays and legal
holidays. In addition, no new work shall commence on Fridays except as approved by
the Department  

8.      No public shade trees, located within the ROW, shall be removed without the prior
written permission of the Tree Warden. Cutting or removal of public shade trees is
governed under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 87.  

9.      No opening or excavation in any street shall extend beyond the centerline of the street
before being backfilled and the surface of the street temporarily restored.   

10.    No more than one hundred (100) feet measured longitudinally shall be opened in any
street at any time, except as specifically approved by the Department.  

11.    If a roadway patch begins to fail, the contractor must respond and repair the pavement
on primary streets within four (4) hours of notification. On all other streets, the
contractor must respond within twenty-four (24) hours of notification, unless a safety
hazard exists. If a safety hazard exists, the contractor must respond within four (4) hours
of notification. If the contractor fails to respond within the required time, the
Department may respond to make temporary repairs. The total cost for labor, material
and equipment incurred by the Department shall be billed to the contractor. Failure to
make full payment within thirty (30) days of receipt of the bill will constitute grounds
for suspension of the contractor's license.  

12.    Should it be determined that an emergency requires immediate repairs to preclude a
public safety hazard, the Department will make repairs and the contractor shall be billed
for the total cost for labor, material and equipment incurred by the Department.   

13.    Unless granted permission by the Department, all work must be completed within
fourteen (14) calendar days of commencing the work. Once the work is completed, the
pavement shall be temporarily patched and the permanent patch shall be installed the
following construction season, allowing approximately one year for settlement. The
contractor shall be responsible for maintenance of the temporary during the settlement
period.  

14.    All existing drainage facilities including brooks, streams, canals, rivers, culverts, catch
basins and piping shall be adequately protected so as not to impede drainage or to cause
siltation of downstream areas. Contractor shall comply will all requirements of Orders of
Conditions issued by the Northbridge Conservation Commission and shall install all
siltation controls prior to commencing work.  

15.    No work, other than of an emergency nature, shall be performed during snow and ice
storms and during snow and ice control operations, or when weather conditions are
determined by the Department to be inappropriate for the proper prosecution of the
work.  

16.    Access to private driveways and fire hydrants must be maintained at all times during
construction operations.   

17.    The contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all additional permits required for his
equipment, work force, or particular operations (such as blasting) in the performance of
the work.   

18.    In granting any permit, the Department may attach such other conditions thereto as may
be reasonably necessary to prevent damage to public or private property or to prevent
operations from being conducted in a manner hazardous to life or property or in a
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manner likely to create a nuisance. Such conditions may include but shall not be limited
to:  

a.    limitations on the time of year in which the work may be performed;  

b.    restrictions on the size and type of equipment to be used within the right-of-way;  

c.    routes upon which materials and equipment may be transported;  

d.    requirements for dust control, street cleaning, noise control and prevention, or other
activities that may be considered a nuisance; and  

e.    regulations as to the use of streets during the progress of the work.      

C.    Maintenance of Traffic.  

1.      Two-way traffic must be maintained at all times. If work is not completed at the end of
the work day, the travel lane must be reopened to traffic for overnight use either by
placement of a temporary patch or by means of road plates of sufficient size to
completely cover the street opening. Road plates shall be of sufficient strength to carry
traffic.  

2.      All open excavations shall be adequately safeguarded by providing temporary
barricades, caution signs, lights and other means to prevent accidents to persons, and
damage to property. The contractor shall provide suitable and safest means for covering
all open excavations and for accommodating travel when work is not in progress.  

3.      All excavated material shall be placed so that vehicular and pedestrian traffic may be
maintained at all times. If the excavation becomes a hazard or if it excessively restricts
traffic at any point, then special procedures shall be taken, such as limiting the
excavation and prohibiting stockpiling of material in the street.  

4.      Uniformed Police Officers for traffic control shall be used when warranted by location
and traffic conditions or at the discretion of the Chief of Police. Details shall be arranged
by contacting the Northbridge Police Department at 508-234-6211.  

5.      Safety and traffic control methods, types of signs, warning lights, and barriers provided
by the contractor shall be in accordance with the latest edition of the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices. They shall be in-place before work begins.    

D.    Detours.  

1.      All detours must be approved by the Chief of Police and the Department. The contractor
shall supply a Traffic Management Plan clearly showing the location of the work, the
detour route, and the location, size and wording of all signage.  

2.      Safety and traffic control methods, types of signs, warning lights, and barriers provided
by the contractor shall be in accordance with the latest edition of the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices.    

E.    Cleanup and Property Restoration.  

1.      The contractor shall frequently cleanup all refuse, debris, and other material generated
by his operations. The site of the work and the adjacent areas shall at all times present a
neat, orderly and workmanlike appearance. At the completion of work, the contractor
shall perform a final cleanup to bring the work site back to its original condition or
better.  

2.      The contractor shall repair and restore all vegetated or turfed areas disturbed during the
work. Restoration shall include the application of loam and seed or sod in disturbed or
damaged turfed areas. Any public shade tree that is removed shall be replaced with a
suitable street tree as approved by the Tree Warden. Replacement trees shall have a
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minimum 2-1/2 inch caliper measured four (4) feet above the top of root ball. Contractor
shall warrant the viability of all trees for two growing seasons.  

3.      The contractor shall at all times employ adequate safety measures to prevent injuries to
persons or damage to property. The contractor shall furnish materials, labor and
equipment to correct any and all areas deemed as unsafe by the Department.  

4.      The contractor shall restore or replace any property damaged by his work, equipment or
employees to a condition at least equal to the condition that existed immediately prior to
the beginning of operations. This includes pavements, sidewalks, curbing, driveways or
other structures. Materials, equipment and methods for restoration shall be as approved
by the Department.    

F.    Miscellaneous. The Department will not issue a Road Opening Permit for any street within
an active subdivision when that street has not yet been accepted by the Town. These
locations are considered Private Property and require permitting under the Town's
Excavation and Trench Safety Regulation. The contractor shall obtain permission from the
subdivision owner for any such road opening.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-5.  Specifications.  

§ 197-5.  Specifications.  

A.    Construction Methods and Materials. All work and material shall comply in all respects to
the Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD) "Standard Specifications for Highways and
Bridges" 1995 edition or later.  

B.    Excavation and Backfilling. Existing pavements shall be cut with a saw, wheel or
pneumatic chisel along straight lines before excavating. Trenches shall be excavated only to
the depth and width required for the work. If unsuitable material is found in the excavation,
trenches may be over-excavated and suitable bedding material, such as pea stone or screened
gravel may be used. Once piping has been installed bedding material shall be place up to
1-foot over the pipe. The remainder of the excavation shall be backfilled with common fill
material in 1-foot layers, thoroughly compacted, up to 18-inches below the bottom of the
pavement repair. Fill material shall be free from any debris, trash or deleterious materials or
any stone large than four-inches. Under no circumstances shall frozen material be used. The
sub base layer for paving shall consist of bank run gravel installed in six-inch layers and
thoroughly compacted. Compaction requirements for sub base layer shall be 95 percent of
maximum density and 92 percent of maximum density for the remainder of the excavation
when tested according to ASTM D1557, Method D. The Department may direct that field
density compaction tests, performed by an independent testing laboratory be conducted as
the work progresses. Test shall be paid for by the contractor.  

C.    Bituminous Concrete Paving. In all instances, permanent pavement repairs shall match the
existing adjacent pavement cross section thickness or a minimum compacted thickness of
2-1/2 inches of binder and 2 inches of surface course, whichever is greater. Bituminous
concrete shall be Class I. Type I-1 conforming to Mass Highway standard M 3.11. All
manhole frames and utility boxes are to be set to grade of the initial pavement until such time
as the permanent pavement is placed. The contractor shall then reset the frames and boxes to
the grade of the permanent pavement. At no time shall manhole frames and boxes be allowed
to protrude above the surface of the initial pavement. Permanent pavement repair shall be
compacted by means of a steel-wheel roller of sufficient weight to establish a uniform
density comparable to that of the adjacent surface within the work area. The finished patch
shall be level with no depression retaining water on any of its surface and shall be perfectly
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flush with the existing, surrounding pavement. The edges around the perimeter of the
repaired areas shall be sealed with a suitable asphalt emulsion (RS-1 or equal).  

D.    Infrared Treatment. When required, infrared treatment of final pavement shall be
performed in conjunction with installation of final pavement unless otherwise approved by
the Department. The area to be treated shall include the entire final pavement patch plus an
additional 1-foor of existing pavement beyond each side of the initial pavement. The infrared
heater shall be positioned over the areas to be treated for the time required to soften the
existing pavement to a depth of 2-inches or more. The area shall be thoroughly scarified to a
dept of at least 2-inches. A recycling agent admixture shall be added to the softened area
after scarification, in the amount recommended by the admixture manufacturer and shall be
raked to a uniform workable condition. Additional bituminous concrete material needed to
achieve proper finished grade shall be added to the patch. This material shall have a
temperature no less than 200 degrees F. Permanent pavement repair shall be compacted by
means of a steel-wheel roller of sufficient weight to establish a uniform density comparable
to that of the adjacent surface within the work area. The finished patch shall be level with no
depression retaining water on any of its surface and shall be perfectly flush with the existing,
surrounding pavement. The edges around the perimeter of the repaired areas shall be sealed
with a suitable asphalt emulsion (RS-1 or equal).  

E.    Materials. 

  

    Sanitary Sewer:   

    1.   Gravity sewer pipe and fittings shall be PVC SDR 35 conforming to ASTM D3034
for sizes 4 through 18-inches. Pipe and fittings shall have bell and spigot push-on
joints and shall be from a single manufacturer.   

    2.   Precast concrete manhole barrel and transition top sections shall conform to
Specifications for Precast Reinforced Concrete Manhole Sections, ASTM C478.
Manhole sections shall not have rungs. Sections shall be sealed with a round rubber
O-ring or a preformed flexible joint sealant. Exterior of all manhole sections shall be
coated with an approved damp proofing material. Precast concrete barrel sections
with precast top slabs and precast concrete transitions sections shall be designed for a
minimum of H-20 loading plus the weight of soil above at 120 pcf.   

    3.   Bricks for channels and shelves shall comply with ASTM C32, Sewer Brick, Grade
SS. Bricks for building up and leveling manhole frames shall conform to ASTM C62.  

    4.   Manhole covers shall have a diamond pattern; pick holes and the word "SEWER"
cast in 3-inch letters. Manhole frame and cover shall be LeBaron Foundry model
LA266 in paved areas and LAB266 with gasket in cross-country areas.   

    Storm Drain:   

    1.   Drainage pipe shall be reinforced concrete pipe. Where suitable for the application,
ADS plastic drainage pipe may be used.   

    2.   Manhole covers shall have a diamond pattern; pick holes and the word "STORM"
cast in 3-inch letters. Manhole frame and cover shall be LeBaron Foundry model
LA266.   

    3.   Catch basin frame and grate shall be LeBaron Foundry model LF246.   

    Water Distribution System and Water Service Connections:   
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       The Town of Northbridge is served by a privately owned water company, the
Whitinsville Water Company, and the municipally owned Northbridge Water
System. The municipal system is operated and maintained for the Town by the
Whitinsville Water Company, which serves as the agent for the Town system. Any
and all work, on either system, involving connection to or extension of the water
distribution system or connection of water services shall be coordinated with the
Whitinsville Water Company and shall be accomplished in accordance with the
standard specifications prepared by the Water Company.   

       Contact the Whitinsville Water Company well in advance of scheduling any work at
508-234-7358 for additional information or to obtain the required specifications as
well as to coordinate installations and inspections. The water company is located at
44 Lake Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588.     

    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-5.1.  Excavation and trench
safety.  

§ 197-5.1.  Excavation and trench safety.  

In order to protect the General Public from the hazards inherent in open, unattended trenches the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts has enacted legislation in the form of Chapter 82A of the
General Laws requiring a permitting process be established for opening trenches on public and
private property. In turn the Department of Public Safety has issued 520 CMR 14, Excavation
and Trench Safety. 

This section of these rules and regulations is the local implementing directive for the permitting
process for excavation of trenches on WITHIN THE LAYOUT OF PUBLIC WAYS.
Regulations governing trench excavation on private property are found in the Town of
Northbridge Trench Excavation & Safety Regulation.EN(42)  

A.    General. Wherever an unattended trench exists, the operation shall be secured in a safe
manner and suitable protection for the general public shall be provided. The permit holder
shall secure the unattended trench to prevent unauthorized entry when work is not in
progress.  

B.    Trenches on public ways. 

 

    Access to unattended trenches opened during construction on a public way shall be
restricted by covers or barriers.     

  

1.      Where covers are used they shall be comprised of steel metal plates no less than 3/4
inches thick, or equivalent. Covers shall be placed over the trench. Such covers shall be
level and physically secure to prevent the creation of a hazard by inadvertent movement.  

2.       Where barriers are used they shall comply with the following provisions:  

a.    A continuous barrier not less than six feet in height shall surround the unattended
trench.  

b.    All barriers shall be of adequate strength and shall be supported in a manner that will
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allow them to be seen by the motorist and provide a stable support not easily blown
over by the wind or traffic.  

c.    Trench barriers adjacent to high speed traffic may include traffic control barrels
ballasted by sandbags or temporary pre-cast concrete barriers as components.  

d.    Trench barriers comprised of multiple sections shall allow not more than four inches
between each section. Adjacent sections must be securely fastened to each other.  

e.    Any openings between the ground and barrier shall not exceed 4 inches.  

f.    Barriers shall be at a sufficient distance from the trench to be unaffected by changing
conditions of the trench site. 

 

 The provisions of this section may be substituted by monitoring of the unattended trench by the
permit holder or by person(s) under the control and direction of the permit holder.   

 The provisions of this section may be substituted by backfilling the work site while unattended.   

 The permitting authority may require any additional, site-specific provisions it deems necessary
to protect the general public as a condition to any permit issued.     

        

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-5.2.  Unsafe condition -
immediate shutdown.   

§ 197-5.2.  Unsafe condition - immediate shutdown.   

1.    Whenever the permitting authority, or an inspector from either the Department of Public
Safety or the Division of Occupational Safety deems a condition at a trench site to be a threat
to public safety he may order that the area around the trench be made safe for the general
public and may further order the immediate shutdown of the site until such time as the
condition has been corrected to the satisfaction of the authority responsible for the immediate
shutdown.  

2.    Conditions which warrant immediate shutdown of a trench site by the local permitting
authority, an inspector from the Department of Public Safety or the Division of Occupational
Safety may include:  

a.      A fatality or serious injury to a member of the general public;  

b.      Failure to use protections for the General Public in accordance with this regulation or an
ineffective use of any protection for the General Public allowed by 520 CMR 14.04;  

c.      Failure to obtain a permit from the permitting authority;  

d.      Any other condition that constitutes a serious threat to life, limb or property of the
general public as determined by the permitting authority, an inspector from the
Department of Public Safety, or the Division of Occupational Safety.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
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4-12-2004; amended in its entirety 1-12-2009]  / § 197-5.3.  Failure to implement or
effectively use adequate protections for the general public.  

§ 197-5.3.  Failure to implement or effectively use adequate protections for the general
public.  

In the event that the permit applicant/permittee fails to implement or effectively use adequate
protection for the general public or leaves a trench unattended, the permitting authority or other
competent authority may take any of the following corrective actions or combinations thereof:   

1.    Post an attendant to provide continuous monitoring of the unattended trench. Attendant may
be a police officer, firefighter, flagman or other individual designated by the authority.   

2.    Plate the trench as required under these regulations  

3.    Backfill the trench 

 

 The permit applicant/permittee shall be responsible for all costs associated with the above
corrective actions.     

     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE II, Use of Public Sidewalks and Ways  [Adopted
2-26-2007] 

ARTICLE II, Use of Public Sidewalks and Ways  [Adopted 2-26-2007] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE II, Use of Public Sidewalks and Ways  [Adopted
2-26-2007]  / § 197-6.  Permitting authority and implementation. 

§ 197-6.  Permitting authority and implementation. 

In order to protect the integrity of all public rights-of-way, assure protection of all structures and
utilities within and adjacent to these rights-of-way, and provide optimum safety and convenience
and unrestricted access for the public; permission in accordance with the rules and regulations
herein described must be obtained from the Northbridge Board of Selectmen hereinafter referred
to as the "Board," before placing any object or item upon or above any public sidewalk or way.  

A.    Authority. The authority for this requirement is found in the Code of the Town of
Northbridge as follows: 

   

    § 6-104. Permit required to place objects over streets and sidewalks.   

    No person, unless required by law so to do, shall, without a written permit from the Board
of Selectmen, post, display, place or affix in any manner any sign, banner, placard, shade
or awning on or over any street or sidewalk.   
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    § 6-110. Authority to require indemnification.   

    The board or officer issuing permits for the use of streets or sidewalks may, in its
discretion, demand a suitable cash deposit, surety bond or insurance indemnity policy, to
save the town harmless from all liability of any nature whatsoever caused directly, or
indirectly by such use of the streets or sidewalks.   

    § 5-107. Fees and charges by municipal agencies.   

    A.   Any municipal agency which is otherwise authorized to issue a license, certificate or
permit, or to render a service or to perform work for a person or class of persons,
may from time to time fix a reasonable fee for the license, certificate, permit or for
rendering the service or for performing the work in the manner provided in MGL c.
40, § 22F.     

  

B.    Implementation. All provisions of these rules and regulations shall be in effect beginning 45
calendar days following the date of adoption by the Northbridge Board of Selectmen. Any
existing use of public ways regulated under these rules and regulations shall be required to
obtain a permit within 60 calendar days following the effective date of these rules and
regulations.  

C.    Term of permit and fees. Permits shall be issued for a term of one calendar year or portion of
a calendar, if issued in mid-year, and shall be renewable during the month of December of
each year for the following calendar year. Permits issued during the calendar during which
these rules and regulations are adopted shall expire at the end of December of that calendar
year. (Example: If these rules and regulations are implemented in calendar year 2007, all
licenses issued during 2007 shall expire on December 31, 2007.) The annual permit fee shall
be $25 paid by check to the "Town of Northbridge."  

D.    Suspension of permit. 

  

    The Town, through the designated Enforcing Authority, reserves the right to suspend or
revoke a permit for violation of these rules and regulations. One documented incident of
failure or unwillingness to comply with these regulations shall result in a written warning
and six months of probation during which time the permittee's compliance shall be
monitored. Once on probation, one documented incident of failure to comply with these
rules and regulations shall result in suspension of the permit for six months followed by six
additional months on probation to be served after reinstatement of the permit. If a second
violation occurs during the probationary period, permit shall be revoked.   

    Permittees may appeal any suspension or revocation, in writing, to the Board of Selectmen
within 30 calendar days of written notification by the Enforcing Authority. The Board will
make a determination based upon information submitted by the permittee and the Enforcing
Authority and may request that the permittee appear before the Board to provide additional
information regarding the appeal.   

    Probationary periods may not be appealed.     

    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE II, Use of Public Sidewalks and Ways  [Adopted
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2-26-2007]  / § 197-7.  Requirement for obtaining permit.  

§ 197-7.  Requirement for obtaining permit.  

Public sidewalks are intended to provide for the free and unrestricted passage of pedestrians
including those on foot and those mobility impaired persons who employ crutches, canes,
wheelchairs, walkers and other mobility aids. To that end, these regulations are established to
control the use of sidewalks and ways for other purposes. Permits must be obtained by any
person, business, organization or other entity (herein after referred to as "person") before any
public sidewalk or way can be used for display of merchandise, placement of signs or other
advertisements or for placement of tables, chairs, benches or similar items associated with the
conduct of a business activity. Any of the above uses as well as the installation of awnings or
banners over sidewalks and the conduct of construction activities must be permitted in advance.  

A.    Definitions. As used in these regulations, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:  

AWNING  -- A roof like shelter, made of fabric and which may be retractable, that extends over
a doorway, window or the facade of a building in order to provide protection, as from the sun or
weather.   

BANNER  -- A strip of cloth upon which a sign is printed or painted.   

BUILDING  -- Any structure having a roof supported by columns or by walls and intended for
the shelter, housing or enclosure of persons, animals, property or business activity.   

PERSON  -- Includes an individual, corporation, society, association, partnership, trust or other
entity, public or private.   

RIGHT-OF-WAY  -- The line determining the street or highway limit of public ownership.   

SIDEWALK  -- The paved surface located within the right-of way intended for the passage of
pedestrians, including wheelchair ramps and other accommodations for the handicapped or
disabled.   

SIGN  -- Any material, structure or part thereof or any device attached to a building or structure
or painted or represented thereon, composed of lettered or pictorial matter, or upon which
lettered or pictorial matter is placed and is intended for display of an advertisement, notice,
directional matter or name, and includes sign frames, billboards, sign boards, illuminated signs,
pennants, fluttering devices, projecting signs or ground signs.   

SIGN AREA  -- The area of a sign consisting of the entire surface of any regular geometric form
or combinations of regular geometric forms, comprising all of the display area of the sign and
including all of the elements of the matter displayed, but excluding supporting or structural
members not bearing advertising matter.   

SIGN, FREESTANDING  -- A sign or sign support structure that is not attached to or part of a
building or structure.   

SIGN, GROUND  -- A sign supported by a pole, uprights or braces which are placed in or on the
ground.   

SIGN, PORTABLE OR MOBILE  -- A sign that is designed and intended to be transported from
place to place and is not permanently affixed to the ground or to a building or structure. Portable
signs may or may not have wheels.   

SIGN, TEMPORARY  -- A sign which is intended to advertise community or civic projects, real
estate for sale or lease or other special events on a temporary basis.   

WAY  -- That portion of the public right of way that is not part of the paved roadway or
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sidewalk. 

 

 Other terms used in these regulations shall have the meanings defined in the Town of
Northbridge Zoning Regulations, Chapter 173, Article II, § 173-2, which are incorporated herein
by reference.     

   

B.    Administration and enforcement.  

1.      Administration. The Building Inspector is hereby designated as the administrator of this
program for the Board of Selectmen. The Building Inspector will administer the
program under the direction of the Town Manager.  

2.      Enforcement. The Building Inspector is hereby authorized to enforce these rules and
regulations and is the designated Enforcing Authority. In addition, any authorized
representative of the Town may likewise enforce the requirements of these rules and
regulations. Authorized representatives of the Town shall include but not be limited to
the Town Manager or designated representative, police officers, firefighters, Public
Works employees and the Building Inspector's designee.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE II, Use of Public Sidewalks and Ways  [Adopted
2-26-2007]  / § 197-8.  Regulated activities.  

§ 197-8.  Regulated activities.  

The following activities as described hereinafter are allowed under these rules and regulations
and require the issuance of a permit.  

A.    Outdoor dining.  

1.      Outdoor dining may be located on public sidewalks adjacent to or abutting the indoor
restaurant which operates the outdoor dining. Outdoor dining shall extend no further
than the actual street frontage of the operating restaurant. Outdoor dining will be
permitted only between April 15 and November 15 of each year. All items shall be
removed from the public sidewalk during the non-permitted period. Notwithstanding the
above permitted period, all items shall be immediately removed when a snowfall of one
or more inches is forecast or occurs.  

2.      Outdoor dining operation shall provide not less than four contiguous feet of sidewalk
exclusive of curbing clear of obstructions to allow unimpeded pedestrian traffic. At
street corner intersections there shall be a minimum of eight feet of unobstructed
sidewalk. Obstructions shall include, but not be limited to, light poles, traffic signal
poles, fire hydrants, utility structures and street signs. Further, the location of outdoor
dining cannot obstruct the clear sight distance for vehicles or access to crossings for the
disabled.  

3.      Furnishings for outdoor dining shall consist solely of movable tables, chairs and
decorative accessories. Furnishings must be kept in a state of good repair and in a clean
and safe condition at all times.  

4.      Awnings shall be adequately secured and retractable. Umbrellas over tables must be
adequately weighted.  

5.      Tables, chairs, and all other furnishings or accessories may be left in place overnight
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during seasonal operation but shall be removed from the sidewalk and stored indoors
whenever outdoor dining is not in seasonal operation. It shall be the responsibility of the
licensee to secure furnishings and accessories that are left in place overnight.  

6.      Outdoor heaters, busing stations, trash receptacles, food preparation stations, and music
shall not be permitted in the outdoor dining facility.  

7.      Outdoor dining shall be at the same elevation as the public sidewalk and any exceptions
must be approved by the Building Inspector. Paint, carpeting, artificial turf, platforms or
other surfaces of any kind shall not be permitted at any time in the outdoor dining
facility.  

8.      One menu board sign may be displayed within the area of the outdoor dining mounted
on an easel or other easily removable fixture. The sign shall not exceed six square feet.  

9.      Outdoor dining operation shall meet all Building Code requirements and Zoning Code
Regulations.    

B.    Merchandise displays.  

1.      Displays of merchandise for sale will be allowed only during the operating hours of the
business. Merchandise will be placed immediately adjacent to the store front. The
sidewalk shall not be used for overnight storage. All items shall be removed from the
sidewalk at the end of each business day.  

2.      A minimum forty-eight-inch wide unobstructed path shall be maintained to allow for
passage of pedestrians. Care shall be taken to insure that access to crosswalks including
wheelchair ramps remains unobstructed at all times.  

3.      All merchandise displays shall be removed from public sidewalks during snow storms or
other weather events or whenever directed by an authorized representative of the Town.    

C.    Signs. The following requirements are in addition to the provisions of the Town of
Northbridge Zoning Regulations, Chapter 173, Article VII, §§ 173-21 through 173-25 and
are applicable to temporary, freestanding, portable or mobile signs as defined above,
including banners.  

1.      No private sign or banner of any type shall be attached to any tree, utility pole, street
lighting pole, traffic signal, traffic sign pole, or fence located within the layout of any
public way. This restriction includes temporary signs such as special event, yard sale,
garage sale, real estate and similar types of announcements or advertisements. Signs as
described above may be removed and disposed of by the Town without notice.  

2.      Signs providing directions or information regarding civic organizations, religious
organizations or other not-for-profit community service organizations may be erected
within the layout of public ways with the prior approval of the Board of Selectmen and
after coordination of the proposed sign design and location with the Building Inspector
and/or the Director of Public Works.  

3.      Ground signs as defined above shall not be permitted within the public right-of-way.  

4.      Portable or mobile signs may be located within the public right-of way. Portable signs
may be placed within the way, but no closer than four feet from the edge of the roadway
pavement. When placed on the sidewalk, portable signs shall be no closer than one foot
from the edge of the roadway pavement when the sidewalk extends to the edge of the
pavement. Portable signs shall not be placed closer than eight feet from intersections,
crosswalks or from wheelchair ramps and in no case shall they be placed in any location
where they will restrict the view of oncoming vehicle traffic in either direction. Portable
signs placed on the sidewalk shall be removed at the close of each business day.
Portable signs shall not exceed 42 inches in height or 24 inches in width or a total area
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of six square feet per side.    

D.    Awnings/banners.  

1.      Awnings or banners placed over sidewalks shall provide a minimum clearance of seven
feet six inches between the sidewalk and the lowest extent of the awning.  

2.      To facilitate snow removal, all awnings/banners extending over sidewalks shall be
removed or retracted to allow passage of snow removal equipment. The Town will not
be liable for damages to awnings/banners resulting from snow removal operations.    

E.    Construction activities.  

1.      A permit shall be required whenever construction activities require the placement of
equipment, temporary structures, storage containers, dumpsters and similar items on or
over sidewalks and ways.  

2.      Whenever scaffolding, portable work platforms or high lift equipment are placed on or
used over a sidewalk, the permittee shall insure there is a minimum of 36 inches of
unobstructed passageway to allow pedestrian traffic. Additionally, whenever overhead
work is being performed the permittee shall make provisions to protect pedestrians and
passing or parked vehicles from falling debris, tools, and equipment or construction
materials. Additionally, provisions shall be made to allow unobstructed access to or
egress from neighboring properties, businesses or structures.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE II, Use of Public Sidewalks and Ways  [Adopted
2-26-2007]  / § 197-9.  Seasonal restrictions. 

§ 197-9.  Seasonal restrictions. 

Safety of the public is paramount when authorizing the use of the public way for other uses. To
that end, permittees must maintain awareness of weather conditions and take appropriate actions
to insure objects placed in the right-of-way do not create hazards. Whenever severe weather
conditions are forecast or occur without warning, permittees shall inspect and remove any item
which can become airborne or which could otherwise pose a hazard to public safety. Placement
of permitted items on sidewalks and ways shall be subject to seasonal restrictions. Items
associated with outdoor dining activities shall be removed between December 1 and April 1 to
allow for snow removal operations. Additionally, they shall be removed whenever snowfall
greater than one inch occurs. 

All awnings shall be removed or retracted to the fully closed position during and following snow
storms to allow for snow removal. 

All signs located on sidewalks shall be removed during and following snow storms to facilitate
snow removal. 

The Town does not accept responsibility for damage or loss to property placed within the
right-of-way.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE II, Use of Public Sidewalks and Ways  [Adopted
2-26-2007]  / § 197-10.  Severability. 

§ 197-10.  Severability. 
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The provisions of these regulations are severable and, in the event that any provision is
determined to be invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and
effect. If any provision of these regulations is found to be in conflict with any provision of the
Zoning Regulations, Chapter 173 of the Code of the Town of Northbridge, the Zoning
Regulations shall govern.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008] 

ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008]
/ § 197-11.  Permitting authority and implementation. 

§ 197-11.  Permitting authority and implementation. 

In order to protect the General Public from the hazards inherent in open, unattended trenches the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts has enacted legislation in the form of Chapter 82A of the
General Laws requiring a permitting process be established for opening trenches on public and
private property. This regulation is the local implementing directive for the permitting process
for excavation of trenches on PRIVATE PROPERTY and on PUBLIC PROPERTY NOT
WITHIN THE LAYOUT OF a PUBLIC WAY. Rules and Regulations governing work
performed within the layout of public roadways are found in Chapter 197 of the Code of the
Town of Northbridge, Article I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations.  

A.    Authority. The authority for establishing this regulation is as follows:  

(1)    Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 82A, Excavation and Trench Safety: 

  

    § 2. Each city, town or public agency shall designate 1 board or officer to issue
permits for the excavation of trenches on privately owned land and for the
excavation of a public way of a city or town.     

  

(2)    520 CMR 14.00, Excavation and Trench Safety (a copy of which is attached herewith).
Compliance with the requirements of this state regulation is implicit in the issuance of a
permit under this regulation.EN(43)  

(3)    Code of the Town of Northbridge: 

   

    § 5-107. Fees and charges by municipal agencies.   

    A.   Any municipal agency which is otherwise authorized to issue a license,
certificate or permit, or to render a service or to perform work for a person or
class of persons, may from time to time fix a reasonable fee for the license,
certificate, permit or for rendering the service or for performing the work in the
manner provided in MGL C. 40, § 22F.     
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B.    Implementation. All provisions of these rules and regulations shall be in effect beginning on
March 1, 2009 or the date of adoption by the Northbridge Board of Selectmen whichever is
later.  

C.    Permitting Authority. The Department of Public Works is hereby designated the Permitting
Authority for the Town of Northbridge under this regulation. The Permitting Authority is
located at 11 Fletcher Street with normal office hours of Monday thru Friday, 7:00 AM to
3:00 PM.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008]
/ § 197-12.  Requirement for obtaining excavation permits.  

§ 197-12.  Requirement for obtaining excavation permits.  

A.    Within Public Ways. Procedures for obtaining permits for work to be performed within the
layout of public ways are detailed in the Code of the Town of Northbridge, CHAPTER 197,
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE I, Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations,
the provisions of which are incorporated herein by reference for any excavation work to be
performed both on private and public property.  

B.    On Private Property or Public Property not within the layout of Public Way. Excavators who
propose to construct a trench on private property or on public property not within the layout
of a public way must obtain a permit from the Town. The permit application form is included
in this regulation.EN(44) The application must be fully completed and submitted to the
Permitting Authority a minimum of three (3) business days (municipal holidays excluded)
prior to the proposed start of the work.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008]
/ § 197-13.  Permit application.  

§ 197-13.  Permit application.  

A.    Submission of Application: Applicants must submit a fully completed permit application to
the Permitting Authority a minimum of three (3) business days (municipal holidays
excluded) prior to the proposed start of the work. In addition to the completed application,
the applicant must provide a certificate of insurance with general liability coverage of
$100,000 per person and $300,000 per claim or provide evidence of self-insurance in equal
amounts.  

B.    Permit Fee: Applicants must submit with their application a permit fee of $25.00. Fee shall
be paid by check made payable to "The Town of Northbridge." When work is to be
performed by any department of the Town of Northbridge or their agent or contractor, the
permit fee shall be waived. Additionally, the permit fee shall be waived for any public utility
company governed by the rules of the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities when the
work is intended to extend, repair, replace or maintain the system of the public utility
company. However, all other provisions of these rules and regulations shall apply.  

C.    Term of Permit: 
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    Permits issued under this regulation shall expire thirty (30) calendar days from the date of
issue. Prior to the expiration date, they may be renewed for an additional thirty (30)
calendar days without additional permit fee. Thereafter, each subsequent thirty-day renewal
shall require the payment of an additional permit fee.   

    If the construction period is anticipated to be of extended duration, the permit may be
issued for the entire construction period. The permit fee for the entire period shall be
calculated as follows: $25.00 for the initial 60 calendar days and $25.00 for each additional
30 calendar day period or portion thereof. Applicants must notify the permitting authority
within three (3) calendar days when all work under the permit has been completed.     
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008]
/ § 197-14.  Trench excavation -- protections for the general public.  

§ 197-14.  Trench excavation -- protections for the general public.  

A.    General: Wherever an unattended trench exists, the operation shall be secured in a safe
manner and suitable protection for the general public shall be provided. The permit holder
shall secure the unattended trench to prevent unauthorized entry when work is not in
progress.  

B.    Trenches at Fixed Work Sites other than on a Public Way: Access to unattended trenches
opened during construction at a fixed work site on public or private property shall be
restricted by covers or portable barriers.  

(1)    Where covers are used they shall be comprised of steel metal plates no less than 3/4
inches thick or equivalent. Covers shall be placed over trenches. Such covers shall be
level and physically secure to prevent the creation of a hazard by inadvertent movement.  

(2)    Where portable protective barriers are used, barriers of a height not less than 6 feet shall
be constructed surrounding the entire perimeter of the trench.   

(a)  Barriers comprised of multiple sections may allow not more than four inches
between each section. Adjacent sections must be securely fastened to each other.   

(b)  Openings between the ground and fence shall not exceed 4 inches.   

(c)  Fence-type barriers shall be secured by vertical support members not more than ten
feet apart. Fencing spaces shall not exceed 4 inches when measured as mesh size or
between slats.   

(d)  Solid barriers shall not contain holes or indentations larger than 4 inches.   

(e)  All horizontal support members shall be located on the trench side of the barrier.   

(f)  The wall of a dwelling or other permanent structure of a height of not less than six
feet may serve as part of the barrier, provided it complies with all of the provisions
of this section.   

(g)  Gates and other means of egress must:   

(i)    Comply with the size and strength provisions of this section;   

(ii)    Be securely fastened to adjacent barrier components;  

(iii)  Allow not more than four inches between gates and barrier components; and   

(iv)  Be securely locked with a padlock, combination lock, or other suitable locking
device.     

(h)  Barriers must be clearly marked on all sides with signs indicating "Danger -- Do Not
Enter," "Authorized Personnel Only" or equivalent warning.   

(i)    Barriers shall be placed at a sufficient distance from the trench to be unaffected by
changing conditions of the trench site.    

(3)    The provisions of this section may be substituted by continuous personal monitoring of
the unattended trench by the permit holder or by person(s) under the control and
direction of the permit holder.  

(4)    The provisions of this section may be substituted by backfilling the work site while
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unattended.  

(5)    The permitting authority may require any additional, site-specific provisions it deems
necessary to protect the general public as a condition to any permit issued.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008]
/ § 197-15.  Unsafe condition -- immediate shutdown.  

§ 197-15.  Unsafe condition -- immediate shutdown.  

A.    Immediate Shutdown: Whenever the permitting authority, or an inspector from either the
Department of Public Safety or the Division of Occupational Safety deems a condition at a
trench site to be a threat to public safety he may order that the area around the trench be
made safe for the general public and may further order the immediate shutdown of the site
until such time as the condition has been corrected to the satisfaction of the authority
responsible for the immediate shutdown.  

B.    Conditions Warranting Shutdown: Conditions which warrant immediate shutdown of a
trench site by the local permitting authority, an inspector from the Department of Public
Safety or the Division of Occupational Safety may include:  

(1)    A fatality or serious injury to a member of the general public;  

(2)    Failure to use protections for the General Public in accordance with this regulation or an
ineffective use of any protection for the General Public allowed by 520 CMR 14.04;  

(3)    Failure to obtain a permit from the permitting authority;  

(4)    Any other condition that constitutes a serious threat to life, limb or property of the
general public as determined by the permitting authority, an inspector from the
Department of Public Safety, or the Division of Occupational Safety.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / ARTICLE III, Excavations and Trench Safety  [Adopted 12-22-2008]
/ § 197-16.  Failure to implement or effectively use adequate protections for the
general public.  

§ 197-16.  Failure to implement or effectively use adequate protections for the general
public.  

A.    Corrective Actions: In the event that the permit applicant/permittee fails to implement or
effectively use adequate protection for the general public or leave a trench unattended, the
permitting authority or other competent authority may take any of the following corrective
actions or combinations thereof:  

(1)    Post an attendant to provide continuous monitoring of the unattended trench. Attendant
may be a police officer, firefighter, flagman or other individual designated by the
authority.  

(2)    Plate the trench as required under these regulations.  

(3)    Backfill the trench.    

B.    Reimbursement of Costs: The permit applicant/permittee shall be responsible for all costs
associated with the above corrective actions. Reimbursement of these costs must be made
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before excavating operations will be allowed to resume.  

C.    Appeals: The process to appeal shutdown of work or suspension of excavation permits is
detailed in 520 CMR 14.05, the provisions of which are incorporated herein.               

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / APPENDIX 1 - Important Phone Numbers

APPENDIX 1 - Important Phone Numbers

Emergency Numbers

Police/Fire or Medical Emergency: ............................................................................................911

NSTAR Gas (To report a leak or emergency) ......................................................1-800-572-9337

National Grid (To report an emergency) ..............................................................1-800-322-3223

Massachusetts Dept. of Environmental Protection (Spill Hotline) ......................1-888-304-1133

Whitinsville Water Co. (To report a leak) ................................................................508-234-7358

Dig Safe ....................................................................................................................1-888-344-7233

Non-Emergency Numbers

Permitting Authority (Northbridge Department of Public Works)................................508-234-3581

Northbridge Police Department ....................................................................................508-234-6211

Northbridge Fire Department ........................................................................................508-234-8448

Department of Public Works Highway Division ..........................................................508-234-3581

Department of Public Works Sewer Division ..............................................................508-234-2154
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Building Department ....................................................................................................508-234-6577

Plumbing Inspector/ Electrical Inspector ......................................................................508-234-6577

Board of Health ............................................................................................................508-234-3272

Planning Department ....................................................................................................508-234-2447

Conservation Commission ............................................................................................508-234-0817

Whitinsville Water Company ......................................................................................508-234-7358

Town Manager ..............................................................................................................508-234-2095

Town Clerk ..................................................................................................................508-234-2001

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / APPLICATION FOR UTILITY CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE

APPLICATION FOR UTILITY CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE

Please type or print all information.

Name of Contractor: ______________________________________________________________

Owner or Principle Officer: ________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:   ________________________________________________________________

                              ________________________________________________________________

Business Address (If different): ______________________________________________________

Telephone Number: __________________________    Fax Number:________________________

Emergency Contact Information:

Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Telephone (24-hour): __________________________    Pager/Cell Number: __________________

Category of Work:

General Construction         Service Connections         Utility Main Construction  
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Certification:

I have received a copy of the Town of Northbridge Road Opening Permit Rules and Regulations and
agree to abide by all requirements stated therein in conjunction with any work performed within the
Right-of-Way of all public ways.

Signed: ______________________________________      Date: ____________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

Certificate of Insurance         Street Opening Bond         List of References  

License Fee Paid: ____________________    License Number Issued: ________________________

Approved by: ____________________________________________________________________

Signed: ______________________________________      Date: ____________________________

Expiration Date: December 31, 20____

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / Application for Road Opening Permit

Application for Road Opening Permit
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO PLACE OBJECT IN THE PUBLIC
WAY

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO PLACE OBJECT IN THE PUBLIC WAY

Name of Business:                  __________________________________________________

Owner or Principle Officer:    __________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Business Address (If different): __________________________________________________
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Telephone Number: _______________________               Fax Number: __________________

Emergency Contact Information:

Name:      ____________________________________________________________________

Telephone (24-hour): __________________           Pager/Cell Number: ___________________

Type of Permit Requested: (Check one)

? – Outdoor Dining ? – Merchandise Display ? – Sign ? – Awning/Banner ? – Construction

Submit with this application sketches, drawings, photographs or other descriptive information
relating to the permitted items. Include sizes, dimensions and layout to show conformance with
these rules and regulations.

Certification:

I have received a copy of the Town of Northbridge Rules and Regulations for Use of Sidewalks
and Ways and agree to abide by all requirements stated therein.

Hold Harmless Agreement:

I agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Town of Northbridge, its officers, employees, and
agents from and against any and all liabilities, claims, damages or expenses resulting from or
incurred in connection with this permit. I agree to indemnify and hold the Town of Northbridge
harmless from and against any and all suits, causes of action, judgments or damages, including
attorneys’ fees, arising out of or resulting from bodily injury or death or destruction of property,
in connection with this permit.

Signed: _____________________________                        Date: ____________

OFFICE USE ONLY___________________________________________________________

Permit Fee Paid: ___________ Permit Number Issued: __________
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Approved by: ______________________________ Date: ___________

Expiration Date: December 31, 20__

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 197, STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS  / Summary of State and Federal Regulations

Summary of State and Federal Regulations

Summary of Excavation and Trench Safety Regulation (520 CMR 14.00 et seq.)

  This summary was prepared by the Massachusetts Department of Public Safety pursuant to
G.L.c.82A and does not include all requirements of the 520 CMR 14.00. To view the full
regulation and G.L.c.82A, go to www/mass.gov/dps

Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 82, § 1, the Department of Public Safety, jointly with the Division of
Occupational Safety, drafted regulations relative to trench safety. The regulation is codified in
section 14.00 of title 520 of the Code of Massachusetts Regulations. The regulation requires all
excavators to obtain a permit prior to the excavation of a trench made for a construction-related
purpose on public or private land or rights-of-way. All municipalities must establish a local
permitting authority for the purpose of issuing permits for trenches within their municipality.
Trenches on land owned or controlled by a public (state) agency requires a permit to be issued
by that public agency unless otherwise designated.

  In addition to the permitting requirements mandated by statute, the trench safety regulations
require that all excavators, whether public or private, take specific precautions to protect the
general public and prevent unauthorized access to unattended trenches. Accordingly, unattended
trenches must be covered, barricaded or backfilled. Covers must be road plates at least ¾” thick
or equivalent; barricades must be fences at least 6’ high with no openings greater than 4”
between vertical supports; backfilling must be sufficient to eliminate the trench. Alternatively,
excavators may choose to attend trenches at all times, for instance by hiring a police detail,
security guard or other attendant who will be present during times when the trench will be
unattended by the excavator.

  The regulations further provide that local permitting authorities, the Department of Public
Safety, or the Division of Occupational Safety may order an immediate shutdown of a trench in
the event of a death or serious injury; the failure to obtain a permit; or the failure to implement or
effectively use adequate protections for the general public. The trench shall remain shutdown
until re-inspected and authorized to re-open provided, however, that excavators shall have the
right to appeal an immediate shutdown. Permitting authorities are further authorized to suspend
or revoke a permit following a hearing. Excavators may also be subject to administrative fines
issued by the Department of Public Safety for identified violations.
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Summary of 1926 CFR Subpart P -OSHA Excavation Standard

This is a worker protection standard, and is designed to protect employees who are working inside a trench. This summary was prepared by the
Massachusetts Division of Occupational Safety and not OSHA for informational purposes only and does not constitute an official interpretation
by OSHA of their regulations, and may not include all aspects of the standard.

For further information or a full copy of the standard go to www.osha.gov. 

      ?        Trench Definition per the OSHA standard:

                      o    An excavation made below the surface of the ground, narrow in relation to its length.

                      o    In general, the depth is greater than the width, but the width of the trench is not greater than fifteen feet.

      ?        Protective Systems to prevent soil wall collapse are always required in trenches deeper than 5’, and are also required in trenches less
than 5’ deep when the competent person determines that a hazard exists. Protection options include:

                      o    Shoring. Shoring must be used in accordance with the OSHA Excavation standard appendices, the equipment manufacturer’s
tabulated data, or designed by a registered professional engineer.

                      o    Shielding (Trench Boxes). Trench boxes must be used in accordance with the equipment manufacturer’s tabulated data, or a
registered professional engineer.

                      o    Sloping or Benching. In Type C soils (what is most typically encountered) the excavation must extend horizontally 1 ½ feet for
every foot of trench depth on both sides, 1 foot for Type B soils, and ¾ foot for Type A soils.

                      o    A registered professional engineer must design protective systems for all excavations greater than 20’ in depth.

                    ?                  Ladders must be used in trenches deeper than 4’. 

                      o    Ladders must be inside the trench with workers at all times, and located within 25’ of unobstructed lateral travel for every worker in
the trench. 

                      o    Ladders must extend 3’ above the top of the trench so workers can safely get onto and off of the ladder.

      ?        Inspections of every trench worksite are required: 

                      o    Prior to the start of each shift, and again when there is a change in conditions such as a rainstorm. 

                      o    Inspections must be conducted by the competent person (see below).

      ?        Competent Person(s) is:

                      o    Capable (i.e., trained and knowledgeable) in identifying existing and predictable hazards in the trench, and other working
conditions which may pose a hazard to workers, and

                      o    Authorized by management to take necessary corrective action to eliminate the hazards. Employees must be removed from
hazardous areas until the hazard has been corrected.

      ?        Underground Utilities must be:

                      o    Identified prior to opening the excavation (e.g., contact Digsafe).

                      o    Located by safe and acceptable means while excavating.

                      o    Protected, supported, or removed once exposed.

      ?        Spoils must be kept back a minimum of 2’ from the edge of the trench.

      ?        Surface Encumbrances creating a hazard must be removed or supported to safeguard employees. Keep heavy equipment and heavy
material as far back from the edge of the trench as possible.

      ?        Stability of Adjacent Structures:

                      o    Where the stability of adjacent structures is endangered by creation of the trench, they must be underpinned, braced, or otherwise
supported.

                      o    Sidewalks, pavements, etc. shall not be undermined unless a support system or other method of protection is provided.

      ?        Protection from water accumulation hazards:

                      o    It is not allowable for employees to work in trenches with accumulated water. If water control such as pumping is used to prevent
water accumulation, this must be monitored by the competent person. 

                      o    If the trench interrupts natural drainage of surface water, ditches, dikes or other means must be used to prevent this water from
entering the excavation.

                    ?                  Additional Requirements:

                      o    For mobile equipment operated near the edge of the trench, a warning system such as barricades or stop logs must be used.
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                      o    Employees are not permitted to work underneath loads. Operators may not remain in vehicles being loaded unless vehicles are
equipped with adequate protection as per 1926.601(b)(6).

                      o    Employees must wear high-visibility clothing in traffic work zones.

                      o    Air monitoring must be conducted in trenches deeper than 4’ if the potential for a hazardous atmosphere exists. If a hazardous
atmosphere is found to exist (e.g., O2 <19.5% or >23.5%, 20% LEL, specific chemical hazard), adequate protections shall be taken
such as ventilation of the space.

                      o    Walkways are required where employees must cross over the trench. Walkways with guardrails must be provided for crossing over
trenches > 6’ deep.

                      o    Employees must be protected from loose rock or soil through protections such as scaling or protective barricades.

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198, TREASURY
WARRANTS AND TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES 

Chapter 198, TREASURY WARRANTS AND TAX ANTICIPATION
NOTES 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 10-19-1987.
Amendments noted where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198, TREASURY
WARRANTS AND TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES  / § 198-1.  Treasury warrants.  

§ 198-1.  Treasury warrants.  

A.    The Town Accountant shall put a signed and dated coverage note on payroll and billing
warrants indicating:  

(1)    That all items are in order and he approves them for payment; or  

(2)    That all items appear to be order except for those listed on which he:   

(a)  Specifically wants Selectmen's advice;   

(b)  Will check further;   

(c)  Has rejected and why; or   

(d)  All are in order, but it is appropriate to call certain items, such as potential overdrafts
or unusual expenditures, to the Selectmen's attention.      

B.    Bills payable warrants shall be presented at the Selectmen's office on Mondays for their
approval and signature.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198, TREASURY
WARRANTS AND TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES  / § 198-2.  Tax anticipation notes. 

§ 198-2.  Tax anticipation notes. 

The Town Treasurer shall present at least three separate quotations of interest rates to the Board
prior to its authorizing the acquisition of tax anticipation notes. The Town Accountant shall be
requested to make comments on tax anticipation notes.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS 

Chapter 198A, UTILITY ABATEMENT REQUESTS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 7-9-2001; amended
8-30-2004, 7-11-2005; 9-8-2009; and 4-12-2010. Subsequent amendments noted where
applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-1.  Filing of abatement requests; valid
complaints. 

§ 198A-1.  Filing of abatement requests; valid complaints. 

Any customer of the Northbridge water system or sanitary sewer system may file an abatement
request if he or she believes that the amount charged on the utility bill is in error by reason of
incorrect readings, disruption of service, miscalculation of bill or other similar reason. Beginning
with all sewer bills issued after July 1, 2009, the Town has adopted a winter quarter billing
policy for all sewer bills. On March 22, 2010 the Board of Selectmen amended the winter quarter
billing policy so that it applies only to single family residences. All other categories of sewer
customers will be billed using actual water consumption for each billing quarter. All sewer bills
for single family residences will be based on the customer's winter quarter water consumption,
therefore sewer abatement requests for lawn watering, garden irrigation, pool maintenance and
similar outdoor usages will not be accepted. Abatement requests will not be considered when
filed to dispute the utility rate being used to calculate the utility bill.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-2.  Required information; timeframe for filing;
burden of proof. 

§ 198A-2.  Required information; timeframe for filing; burden of proof. 

Abatement requests must be received by the Town within 30 calendar days of the billing date of
the bill being disputed on a form approved by the Board of Selectmen. Application forms may be
obtained from the Town Manager's Office, Treasurer-Collector's Office, Department of Public
Works or on the Town of Northbridge website at www.northbridgemass.org/dpwforms.htm.
Applications received more than 30 days after the billing date are untimely submissions and will
be returned without action. The request must state the reason for the abatement request and the
amount of abatement being requested. The burden of proof for the abatement shall rest upon the
applicant. The abatement request must include adequate information that will support the
applicant's request. Some examples include previous utility bills indicating different meter
readings, evidence of mathematical errors in computing charges, evidence of faulty meters, etc.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-3.  Submittal and investigation of request. 

§ 198A-3.  Submittal and investigation of request. 

Abatement requests will be submitted to the Town Manager's office and immediately forwarded
to the Department of Public Works (the Department) for investigation and review. The written
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determination of the Department on the disposition of the abatement request will normally be
completed and returned to the applicant within calendar 30 days of receipt of the abatement
request. The Department is authorized to approve, modify, or reject the request of the applicant
or take any other action deemed appropriate in disposition of the abatement request. The
Department will notify the applicant in writing of their determination.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-4.  Placement of request on Selectmen's
agenda. 

§ 198A-4.  Placement of request on Selectmen's agenda. 

In the event that the applicant disputes the decision of the Department, the applicant may appeal
the decision in writing to the Board of Selectmen. The applicant's appeal must provide specific
evidence in support of his/her position in disputing the decision of the Department. At the next
regularly scheduled Selectmen's meeting after receipt of the applicant's written appeal, the
Chairman of the Board of Selectmen will place the abatement request appeal on their agenda and
will so notify the applicant. The Selectmen will review the abatement request appeal, allowing
the applicant to speak to the issue, and the determination of the Department of Public Works.
The Board of Selectmen will then render a final decision on the applicant's appeal.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-5.  Resolution of request. 

§ 198A-5.  Resolution of request. 

The Board of Selectmen may resolve the abatement request appeal on the basis of the applicant's
position, the Department's determination, some combination thereof, or on any other basis as
deemed appropriate by the Board. The Board may also table the matter to a future meeting
should it require additional time to make a decision or require additional information, but in no
event will a final decision be delayed longer than 30 days after the matter has first been heard by
the Selectmen.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-6.  Payment of disputed amount. 

§ 198A-6.  Payment of disputed amount. 

To prevent the issuance of late notices and the assessment of interest charges, applicants must
make timely payment of their utility bills. It is not necessary for the abatement applicant to pay
the disputed amount pending the decision of the Department of Public Works; any undisputed
amount, however, shall be paid when due. Before applying for an abatement, applicants should
contact the Department of Public Works at 508-234-3581 to obtain information on minimum
payments that must be submitted to prevent issuances of late notices. Should the decision of the
Department not be in favor of the applicant or should the amount of the abatement that is
approved be less than the amount requested, the applicant will be required to pay any interest
charges that may have accrued on the disputed balance.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
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ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-7.  Nonpayment of outstanding bills. 

§ 198A-7.  Nonpayment of outstanding bills. 

Although it is the policy of the Board of Selectmen to use discontinuance of service as its
preferred method of requiring payment of outstanding utility bills, in certain situations liens may
be placed on the real estate where the service is provided pursuant to MGL C. 40, §§ 42A
through 42E (water) or MGL C. 83, §§ 16A through 16E (sewer). The owner of the real estate
has a right to request an abatement of the amount of the lien as allowed in the before-mentioned
statutes and, to the extent possible, the Board of Selectmen will utilize the procedures outlined in
this policy in deciding the abatement request.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-8.  Applicability. 

§ 198A-8.  Applicability. 

This policy is effective seven days after adoption by the Board of Selectmen and is applicable to
all water and sewer bills issued by the Town of Northbridge with a billing date more than seven
days after the adoption of this policy.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / § 198A-9.  Assistance with filing applications. 

§ 198A-9.  Assistance with filing applications. 

Applicants may contact the Northbridge Department of Public Works (DPW) at 508-234-3581 to
obtain assistance in filing an application. Contact with the DPW does not relieve applicants of
their responsibility to make timely payments of the undisputed billing amount or of the
requirement to file an application within thirty days of the billing date.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 198A, UTILITY
ABATEMENT REQUESTS  / Application for Utility Abatement

Application for Utility Abatement

INSTRUCTIONS: Please type or legibly print all information. Attach documentation that supports the abatement request. Sign,
date and submit to: Office of the Town Manager, Town Hall, 7 Main Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588. Applications must be
received within 30 calendar days of the billing date of the disputed bill. LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED. For
additional information, see Northbridge Town Code Chapter 198A Utility Abatement Requests, adopted August 30, 2004.
UNDER THIS POLICY THERE IS A $50.00 EXEMPTION FOR ALL SEASONAL USE SEWER ABATEMENTS.
CONTACT Northbridge DPW AT 508-234-3581 FOR ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING THIS FORM.

Name of Applicant: ____________________________    Application Number: ________________

                                                                                                                                                                                  (Leave Blank)

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ______________________________________________________________

Utility Abatement Requested for (Check appropriate block)     Water: ___        Sewer: ___

Location and description of property served by the utility: ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Account #:____________   Date of Bill: __________   Billing period from _______ to __________

Amount of Bill: $__________                  Amount of Abatement Requested: $__________

Reasons for Abatement Request: ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

(Use additional pages and/or attach supporting documents if needed.)

Subscribed this _____ day of ____________________ 200___ under penalties of perjury.

Signature of Applicant: ____________________________________________________________

Do not write below this line

Reviewed by: ____________________________      Date of Review: ________________________

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Recommendation:  ___  Approve        ___  Disapprove

                                Gross Amount $______ less Exemption $_______ = Net Amount $_______

Action Taken: ___  Approved        Net Amount $_______________        ___  Disapproved

Approval/Disapproval Signature: ________________________    Date: ______________________

Abatement Application Form 2005, 8/30/04. Previous editions are obsolete.

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC 

Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 5-17-1937.
Amendments noted where applicable.] 
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 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Traffic signs, signals and other devices -- See Ch. 6, § 6-115. 
Use of streets, sidewalks and other public places -- See Ch. 7.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE I, Definitions 

ARTICLE I, Definitions 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE I, Definitions  / § 199-1.  Terms defined. 

§ 199-1.  Terms defined. 

For the purpose of these rules and orders, the words and phrases used herein shall have the
following meanings, except in those instances where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:  

BUS STOP  -- An area in the roadway set aside for the boarding of or alighting from and the
parking of buses.   

CROSSWALK  -- That portion of a roadway ordinarily included within the prolongation or
connection of curblines and property lines at intersections or at any portion of a roadway clearly
indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines on the road surface or by other markings or signs.   

EMERGENCY VEHICLE  -- Vehicles of the Fire Department (Fire Patrol), police vehicles,
ambulances and emergency vehicles of federal, state and municipal departments or public
service corporations when the latter are responding to an emergency in relation to the Police or
Fire Department.   

FUNERAL  -- Any procession of mourners properly identified as such accompanying the
remains of a human body.   

LANE  -- A longitudinal division of a roadway into a strip of sufficient width to accommodate
the passage of a single line of vehicles.   

OFFICER  -- Any officer, any investigator, examiner or inspector of the Registry of Motor
Vehicles, any constable or special officer, provided that he has his badge of office displayed over
his left breast and upon his outer garment.   

OFFICIAL CURB MARKING  -- That portion of a curbing, the painting of which has been
authorized by the Board of Selectmen and which has the written approval of the Department of
Public Works, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

OFFICIAL STREET MARKING  -- Any painted line, legend, marking or marker of any
description painted or placed upon any way which purports to direct or regulate traffic and which
has been authorized by the Board of Selectmen and which has the written approval of the
Department of Public Works, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

OFFICIAL TRAFFIC SIGNALS  -- All signals, conforming to the standards as prescribed by the
Department of Public Works of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, not inconsistent with these
rules and orders, placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction,
for the purpose of directing or warning traffic.   
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OFFICIAL TRAFFIC SIGNS  -- All signs, markings and devices, other than signals, not
inconsistent with these rules and orders, which conform to the standards prescribed by the
Department of Public Works of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and placed or erected by
authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of guiding, directing,
warning or regulating traffic.   

PARKING  -- The standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for
them purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading or in obedience to an officer
or traffic signs or signals or while making emergency repairs or, if disabled, while arrangements
are being made to move such vehicle.   

RAILROAD CROSSING  -- Any intersection of ways with a railroad right-of-way.   

ROADWAY  -- That portion of a street or highway between the regularly established curblines
or that part, exclusive of shoulders, improved and intended to be used for vehicular traffic.   

STREET OR HIGHWAY  -- The entire width between property lines of every way open to the
use of the public for purposes of travel.   

TRAFFIC  -- Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars or other conveyances,
either single or together, while using any street or highway for the purpose of travel.   

VEHICLE  -- Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported
or drawn upon a street or highway, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively
upon stationary rails or tracks.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE II, Authority and Duties of Police 

ARTICLE II, Authority and Duties of Police 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE II, Authority and Duties of Police  / § 199-2.  Enforcement of
provisions. 

§ 199-2.  Enforcement of provisions. 

It shall be the duty of officers designated by the Chief of Police to enforce the provisions of these
rules and regulations. Such officers are hereby authorized to direct all traffic, either in person or
by means of visible or audible signals, in conformance with the provisions of these rules and
orders, provided that in the event of a fire or other emergency, to expedite traffic or safeguard
pedestrians, officers of the Police or Fire Department may direct traffic as conditions may
require, notwithstanding the provisions of these rules and regulations.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE II, Authority and Duties of Police  / § 199-3.  Authority to
temporarily close streets. 

§ 199-3.  Authority to temporarily close streets. 

The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to close temporarily any street or highway in an
impending or existing emergency or for any lawful assemblage, demonstration or procession,
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provided that there is reasonable justification for the closing of such street.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE II, Authority and Duties of Police  / § 199-4.  Authority to
temporarily prohibit parking. 

§ 199-4.  Authority to temporarily prohibit parking. 

The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to prohibit temporarily parking on any street or
highway or part thereof in an impending or existing emergency or for a lawful assemblage,
demonstration or procession, provided that there is reasonable justification for such prohibition.
Vehicles parked in places where parking is prohibited temporarily may be moved by or under the
direction of an officer.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE II, Authority and Duties of Police  / § 199-5.  Exemptions. 

§ 199-5.  Exemptions. 

The provisions of these rules and regulations shall not apply to operators actually engaged in
work upon a street or highway closed to travel or under construction or repair, to officers when
engaged in the performance of public duties nor to drivers of emergency vehicles while
operating in an emergency and in performance of public duties when the nature of the work of
any of these necessitates a departure from any part of these rules and orders. These exemptions
shall not, however, protect the driver of any vehicle from the consequences of a reckless
disregard of the safety of others.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE III, Traffic Signs, Signals, Markings and Zones 

ARTICLE III, Traffic Signs, Signals, Markings and Zones 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE III, Traffic Signs, Signals, Markings and Zones  / § 199-6.
Authority to place and maintain; conformance.  

§ 199-6.  Authority to place and maintain; conformance.  

A.    The Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized and, as to those signs and signals required
hereunder, it shall be its duty, to place and maintain or cause to be placed and maintained all
official traffic signs, signals, markings and safety zones.  

B.    All signs, signals, markings and safety zones shall conform to the standards as prescribed by
the Department of Public Works of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
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TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE III, Traffic Signs, Signals, Markings and Zones  / § 199-7.
Unauthorized signs, signals and markings prohibited. 

§ 199-7.  Unauthorized signs, signals and markings prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to place or maintain or to display upon or in view of any
street any unofficial sign, signal, marking or device which purports to be or is an imitation of or
resembles an official traffic sign or signal. The Chief of Police is hereby empowered to remove
every such prohibited sign, signal, marking or device or cause it to be removed, without notice.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE III, Traffic Signs, Signals, Markings and Zones  / § 199-8.
Tampering prohibited. 

§ 199-8.  Tampering prohibited. 

Any person who willfully defaces, injures, moves, obstructs or interferes with any official traffic
sign, signal or marking shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding $20 for each and every offense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE III, Traffic Signs, Signals, Markings and Zones  / § 199-9.
Authority to designate bus stops. 

§ 199-9.  Authority to designate bus stops. 

The location of all bus stops shall be specified by the Board of Selectmen, and it shall designate
who may use them as such.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE III, Traffic Signs, Signals, Markings and Zones  / § 199-10.
Obedience to signs and signals. 

§ 199-10.  Obedience to signs and signals. 

No driver of any vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any official traffic control signal, sign,
marking, marker or legend unless otherwise directed by a police officer.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE IV, Coasting; Zones of Quiet 

ARTICLE IV, Coasting; Zones of Quiet 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE IV, Coasting; Zones of Quiet  / § 199-11.  Streets reserved for
coasting.  
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§ 199-11.  Streets reserved for coasting.  

A.    On those days when conditions are suitable for coasting, vehicular traffic is hereby
prohibited from using the following streets or parts of streets during such time as official
signs are erected indicating that such streets or parts of streets are reserved for coasting: 

  

    Fowler Road 
Johnston Avenue 
North Main Street     

  

B.    The foregoing provision shall not apply to drivers of vehicles having business within such
reserved areas or to drivers of vehicles whose residences are within such reserved areas.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE IV, Coasting; Zones of Quiet  / § 199-12.  Zones of quiet.  

§ 199-12.  Zones of quiet.  

A.    All of the territory within 200 feet of the premises of each hospital in this town is hereby
created and established as a zone of quiet The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to erect
and maintain in a conspicuous manner within this area such signs and markings as are
necessary to designate it as a zone of quiet.  

B.    The Chief of Police may temporarily establish a zone of quiet upon any street where a person
is seriously ill if requested to do so by the written statement of at least two registered
physicians certifying to its necessity. Said temporary zone of quiet shall embrace all territory
within a radius of 200 feet of the building occupied by the person named in the request of
said physicians. Said temporary zones of quiet shall be designated by the police by placing at
a conspicuous place in the street a sign or marker bearing the words "Zone of Quiet."  

C.    No person operating a motor vehicle within any designated and signed zone of quiet shall
sound the horn or other warning device of said vehicle except in an emergency.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking 

ARTICLE V, Parking 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking  / § 199-13.  General prohibitions. 

§ 199-13.  General prohibitions. 

No person shall park a vehicle in any of the following places, and vehicles found parked in
violation of the provisions of this section may be moved by or under the direction of an officer
and at the expense of the owner to a place where parking is permitted:  
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A.    Within an intersection.  

B.    Upon any sidewalk.  

C.    Upon any crosswalk.  

D.    Upon the roadway in a rural or sparsely settled district.  

E.    Upon a roadway where parking is permitted unless both wheels on the right side of the
vehicle are within 12 inches of the curb or edge of the roadway. This shall not apply to
streets or parts of streets where angle parking is required by these regulations.  

F.    Upon any roadway where the parking of a vehicle will not leave a clear an unobstructed lane
at least 10 feet wide for passing traffic.  

G.    Upon any street or highway within 10 feet of a hydrant.  

H.    Upon or in front of any private road or driveway.  

I.    Upon any street or highway within 20 feet of an intersection way, except alleys.  

J.    On any rail road track bordering a highway.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking  / § 199-14.  Bus stops.  

§ 199-14.  Bus stops.  

A.    No person shall park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop.  

B.    No person shall park a bus upon any street within a business district at any place other than a
bus stop when a nearby bus stop is available for use.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking  / § 199-15.  Time limit parking. 

§ 199-15.  Time limit parking. 

No person shall park a vehicle for longer than the time specified during the hours and at the
locations specified below: 

  

 Name of Street   Limit   Hours   Location     

 Main Street   2 hours   8:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m., except
Sundays and public
holidays  

 Between Memorial Square
and the west end of the
Whitin Community
Gymnasium     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking  / § 199-16.  Angle parking.  
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§ 199-16.  Angle parking.  

A.    The Board of Selectmen shall determine upon what streets angle parking shall be permitted
and shall mark or sign such streets or cause the same to be marked or signed.  

B.    Upon the following streets or parts of streets which have been marked or signed for angle
parking, vehicles shall be parked with one wheel within 12 inches of the curb and at the
angle to the curb indicated by such marks or official signs. The vehicle shall be parked so
that all four wheels of the vehicle shall be placed wholly within the painted lines provided: 

  

  Name of Street   Location     

  Cross Street   Between Church Street and East Street     

    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking  / § 199-17.  Parking of vehicles for sale. 

§ 199-17.  Parking of vehicles for sale. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to park upon a street or highway any vehicle displayed for
sale.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking  / § 199-18.  No parking.  [Added 11-17-1975] 

§ 199-18.  No parking.  [Added 11-17-1975] 

No parking shall be allowed at the following locations, and signs shall be erected stating same: 

  

 Name of Street   Location     

 Arcade Street   At the corner of the intersection with Crescent Street   

 Church Street   At the corner of the intersection with Leland Road     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE V, Parking  / § 199-19.  Parking for handicapped persons.
[Added 5-3-1988 ATM, Art. 13EN]  

§ 199-19.  Parking for handicapped persons.  [Added 5-3-1988 ATM, Art. 13EN(45)]  

A.    Applicability. This section shall apply to any existing or future parking area to which the
public has right of access as invitees or licensees which contains more than 15 parking
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spaces.  

B.    Requirements for handicapped parking spaces. No person shall park a motor vehicle,
motorcycle or like means of transportation in a designated parking space that is reserved for
vehicles owned and operated by disabled veterans or by handicapped persons unless said
vehicle bears the distinctive license plates or placards authorized by MGL C. 90, § 2, or for
vehicles transporting a handicapped person and displaying the special identification plate
authorized by MGL C. 90, § 2, or for any vehicle bearing the official identification of a
handicapped person issued by any other state. Any person or body that has lawful control of
a public or private way or of imposed or enclosed property used as off-street parking areas
for businesses, shopping malls, theaters, auditoriums, sporting or recreational facilities,
cultural centers, residential dwellings or for any other place where the public has a right of
access as invitees or licensees, shall be required to reserve parking spaces in said off-street
parking areas for any vehicle owned and operated by a disabled veteran or handicapped
person whose vehicle bears the distinguishing license plate or placard authorized by MGL C.
90, § 2, or for vehicles transporting a handicapped person and displaying the special
identification plate authorized by MGL C. 90, § 2, or for any vehicle bearing the official
identification of a handicapped person issued by any other state, according to the following
formula: if the number of parking spaces in any such area is:  

(1)    More than 15 but not more than 25: one parking space.  

(2)    More than 25 but not more than 40: 5% of such spaces but not less than two.  

(3)    More than 40 but not more than 100: 4% of such spaces but not less than three.  

(4)    More than 100 but not more than 200: 3% of such spaces but not less than four.  

(5)    More than 200 but not more than 500: 2% of such spaces but not less than six.  

(6)    More than 500 but not more than 1,000: 11/2% of such spaces but not less than 10.  

(7)    More than 1,000 but not more than 2,000: 1% of such spaces but not less than 15.  

(8)    More than 2,000 but less than 5,000: 3/4 of 1% of such spaces but not less than 20.  

(9)    More than 5,000: 1/2 of 1% of such spaces but not less than 30.    

C.    Sign requirements for and location of handicapped parking spaces. Each parking space
designated as reserved under the provisions of Subsection B or each pair of such spaces shall
be identified by a permanently installed above-grade sign located at a height of not less than
five feet and not more than eight feet to the top of the sign with white lettering against a blue
background and shall bear the words "Handicapped Parking, Special Plate Required,
Unauthorized Vehicles may be Removed at Owner's Expense," and must also contain the
International Symbol of Accessibility, which is a person in a wheelchair. Such parking
spaces shall be as near as possible to a building entrance or walkway, shall be adjacent to
curb ramps or other unobstructed methods permitting sidewalk access to a handicapped
person, shall be 12 feet wide and have two eight-foot-wide areas with four feet of crosshatch
between them and shall contain the International Symbol of Accessibility on their surface.
However, on unpaved lots, parking spaces shall be designated only by the sign as defined in
this section. Where the designated parking space cannot be located within 200 feet of an
entrance accessible to the physically handicapped, a drop-off area accessible to the
physically handicapped shall be provided within 100 feet of such entrance.  

D.    Regulation of unauthorized vehicles in handicapped spaces.  

(1)    The penalty for parking in violation of this section shall be as follows: for the first
offense, $15; for the second offense, $25; and for each subsequent offense, the vehicle
may be removed according to the provisions of MGL C. 266, § 120D. This provision
shall be enforced by the Police Department.  
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(2)    The penalty for failure to establish and maintain the parking spaces and signs required
by Subsections B and C shall be $200 for each day such failure continues. This
provision shall be enforced by the Building Inspector.       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VI, Miscellaneous Use of Streets 

ARTICLE VI, Miscellaneous Use of Streets 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VI, Miscellaneous Use of Streets  / § 199-20.  Placing of
objects or structures in streets.  

§ 199-20.  Placing of objects or structures in streets.  

A.    No person shall place, erect or cause to be placed or erected within any sidewalk, street or
highway any fixture or structure unless a permit issued by the Board of Selectmen in the case
of town ways or by the Department of Public Works, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in
the case of state highways, authorizing such placing or erection has been granted and is in
effect.  

B.    No person, other than one employed directly or indirectly by this town or by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and while in the performance of necessary public duties,
shall at any time place or leave in any sidewalk, street or highway any article, material or
merchandise or park a vehicle or cart in any sidewalk, street or highway for the purpose of
displaying merchandise unless a permit issued by the Board of Selectmen in the case of town
ways or by the Department of Public Works in the case of state highways, authorizing the use
of the sidewalk, street or highway has been granted and is in effect, except as may be
necessary for the reasonable and expeditious loading or unloading of any such article,
material, merchandise, cart or vehicle; provided, however, that such property shall never be
left so as to obstruct the free passage of pedestrians or vehicular travel.  

C.    Any such fixture, structure or property as referred to in this section which has been erected,
placed or left illegally in any street, highway or sidewalk may be moved by or under the
direction of an officer and at the owner's expense.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VI, Miscellaneous Use of Streets  / § 199-21.  Deposit, bond
or insurance policy for street use. 

§ 199-21.  Deposit, bond or insurance policy for street use. 

The Board or officer issuing permits for such use of sidewalks, streets or highways as is
described in the previous section may, in its or his discretion, when occasion justifies, demand a
suitable cash deposit, surety bond or insurance indemnity policy to save the town or the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts harmless from all liability of any nature whatsoever caused
directly or indirectly by such use of the sidewalk, street or highway.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles 

ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-22.  Driving with marked
lanes. 

§ 199-22.  Driving with marked lanes. 

When any roadway has been divided into lanes, a driver of a vehicle shall drive so as to be
entirely within a single lane and shall not move from the lane in which he is driving until he has
first ascertained if such movement can be made with safety.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-23.  Use of right lane. 

§ 199-23.  Use of right lane. 

On all roadways the driver of a vehicle shall drive in the lane nearest the right side of the
roadway when said lane is available for travel except when overtaking another vehicle or when
preparing for a left turn.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-24.  Overtaking of other
vehicles. 

§ 199-24.  Overtaking of other vehicles. 

The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass a vehicle proceeding in the same direction
unless there is sufficient clear space ahead on the right side of the roadway to permit the
overtaking to be completed without impeding the safe operation of any vehicle ahead.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-25.  Giving way to
overtaking vehicle. 

§ 199-25.  Giving way to overtaking vehicle. 

The driver of a vehicle when about to be overtaken and passed by another vehicle approaching
from the rear shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle, on suitable and
audible signal being given by the driver of the overtaking vehicle, and shall not increase the
speed of his vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
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TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-26.  Obstruction of traffic. 

§ 199-26.  Obstruction of traffic. 

No person shall drive in such a manner as to obstruct unnecessarily the normal movement of
traffic upon any street or highway. Officers are hereby authorized to require any driver who fails
to comply with this section to drive to the side of the roadway and wait until such traffic as has
been delayed has passed.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-27.  Following too closely. 

§ 199-27.  Following too closely. 

The driver of a vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and
prudent, having due regard to the speed of such vehicle and the traffic upon and condition of the
street or highway.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-28.  Slow vehicles not to
follow one another. 

§ 199-28.  Slow vehicles not to follow one another. 

On roadways less than 27 feet wide and upon which vehicular traffic is permitted to operate in
both directions, the driver of any slow-moving vehicle when traveling outside of a business or
residential district shall not follow another slow-moving vehicle within 200 feet, but this shall
not be construed to prevent such slow-moving vehicle from overtaking and passing another
slow-moving vehicle. This section shall not apply to funerals or other lawful processions.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-29.  Care in starting,
stopping, turning and backing. 

§ 199-29.  Care in starting, stopping, turning and backing. 

The driver of any vehicle, before starting, stopping, turning from a direct line or backing, shall
first see that such movement can be made in safety. If the operation of another vehicle should be
affected by a stopping or turning movement, the driver of such vehicle shall be given a plainly
visible signal.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-30.  Keeping to the right of
highway divisions. 

§ 199-30.  Keeping to the right of highway divisions. 

On such roadways as are divided by a parkway, grass plot, reservation, viaduct, subway or by
any structure or area, drivers shall keep to the right of such a division except when otherwise
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directed by an officer, signs, signals or markings.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-31.  Roads under
construction or repair. 

§ 199-31.  Roads under construction or repair. 

No operator shall enter upon the road surface of any street or highway or section thereof when,
by reasons of construction, surface treatment, maintenance or the like or because of some
unprotected hazard, such road surface is closed to travel and one or more signs, lights or signals
have been erected to indicate that all or part of the road surface of the street or highway is not to
be used, or when so advised by an officer, watchman, member of a street or highway crew or
employee of the town, either audibly or by signals.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-32.  Driving on sidewalks. 

§ 199-32.  Driving on sidewalks. 

The driver of a vehicle shall not drive upon any sidewalk except at a permanent or temporary
driveway.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-33.  Identification of
funerals. 

§ 199-33.  Identification of funerals. 

A funeral composed entirely or partly of a procession of vehicles shall be identified as such by
means of black pennants bearing a purple cross attached to the first vehicle.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-34.  Rights and duties of
drivers in funeral and other processions.  

§ 199-34.  Rights and duties of drivers in funeral and other processions.  

A.    It shall be the duty of each driver in a funeral or other procession to keep as near to the right
edge of the roadway as is feasible and to follow the vehicle ahead as closely as is practicable
and safe.  

B.    At an intersection where a lawful stop sign exists, the driver of the first vehicle in a funeral
or other procession shall be the only one required to stop before proceeding through the
intersection.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-35.  Transportation of
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dropping or leaky loads. 

§ 199-35.  Transportation of dropping or leaky loads. 

No vehicle shall be driven or moved on any street or highway nor shall any owner of any vehicle
knowingly permit such vehicle to be driven or moved on any street or highway unless such
vehicle is so constructed or so loaded as to prevent its contents from spilling, dropping, sifting,
leaking or otherwise escaping therefrom. Vehicles loaded with any material which may be blown
about by the wind shall be suitably covered to prevent the contents from being blown upon the
streets or highways.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VII, Operation of Vehicles  / § 199-36.  Stop intersections.
[Added 5-24-1937]  

§ 199-36.  Stop intersections.  [Added 5-24-1937]  

A.    Every driver of a vehicle or other conveyance approaching an intersection of ways at which
there is facing him an official sign bearing the word "stop," authorized hereby and which has
been specifically approved in writing by the Department of Public Works of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and such approval being in effect, shall, before entering
and proceeding through the intersection, bring such vehicle or other conveyance to a
complete stop at such line as may be clearly marked, or, if there is no line so marked, at a
place between the said sign and the nearer line of the street intersection. When, however, a
line of two or more vehicles approaches any such sign, the drivers of the second and third
vehicles in the line shall not be required to stop more than once at said designated line or
place or in the immediate vicinity thereof. This rule shall not apply when the traffic is
otherwise directed by an officer or by any lawful traffic-regulating sign, signal or device, to
any throughway established by the town or to a funeral procession as provided in § 199-38 of
this article.  

B.    In accordance with the foregoing, the erection and maintenance of official stop signs is
hereby authorized to be located and placed as follows: 

   

 Name of Street  
 Direction
of Travel   At Intersection of     

 Chestnut Street [Added
4-18-1938] 

 East   Hill Street   

 Cross Street [Added
4-18-1938] 

 Southwest   Linwood Avenue   

 Douglas Road [Added
4-18-1938] 

 North   Main Street   

 Hill Street [Added
4-18-1938] 

 Southeast   Main Street   

 Linwood Avenue [Added
4-18-1938] 

 West   Church Street   
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 Name of Street  
 Direction
of Travel   At Intersection of     

 Linwood Avenue [Added
4-18-1938] 

 West   Main Street   

 Sutton Street   Both   Farnumsville Road   

 Sutton Street   Both   Hill Street     

     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VIII, Accident Reports; Responsibility; Penalties 

ARTICLE VIII, Accident Reports; Responsibility; Penalties 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VIII, Accident Reports; Responsibility; Penalties  / § 199-37.
Reporting of accidents. 

§ 199-37.  Reporting of accidents. 

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in the injury or death of any person or
property damage to an apparent total extent of $25 or more shall, within 24 hours, make a full
and complete report in writing of such accident to the police headquarters in this town. A driver
who has been incapacitated as a result of such accident and to such extent as to make reporting
impossible or unfavorable to his recovery shall not be required to report such accident until he
has recovered sufficiently to be able to do so. The report shall be made on a form furnished by
the Police Department, copies of which shall be available at the police station. Compliance with
this section, however, shall not relieve such driver from the additional responsibility of reporting
to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles any accident in which a person is killed or injured.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VIII, Accident Reports; Responsibility; Penalties  / § 199-38.
Responsibility for violations. 

§ 199-38.  Responsibility for violations. 

If any vehicle is found upon any street or highway in violation of any provision of these rules
and orders and the identity of the driver cannot be determined, the owner or the person in whose
name such vehicle is registered shall be held prima facie responsible for such violation.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VIII, Accident Reports; Responsibility; Penalties  / § 199-39.
Violations and penalties. 
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§ 199-39.  Violations and penalties. 

Except as otherwise provided by statute or by any commission, department or other body
authorized by law to impose penalties for violations of rules, regulations and orders governing
the use and operation of vehicles, any person convicted of violating any of the provisions of the
foregoing rules and regulations shall be punished by a fine of not more than $2 for the first
offense and not more than $20 for each subsequent offense of a like nature committed during any
period of one year, unless otherwise herein provided.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE VIII, Accident Reports; Responsibility; Penalties  / § 199-40.
Repealer.  

§ 199-40.  Repealer.  

A.    These rules are adopted with the intent that each of them shall have force and effect
separately and independently of every other except insofar as by express reference or
necessary implication any rule or any part of a rule is made dependent upon another rule or
part thereof.  

B.    All other existing rules, orders and regulations so made for the regulation of vehicles are
hereby expressly repealed. This repeal, however, shall not affect any punishment or penalty
imposed or any complaint or prosecution pending at the time of the passage hereof for an
offense committed under any of the said rules, orders or regulations hereby repealed.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE IX, Restricted Highways  [Adopted 12-1-1986] 

ARTICLE IX, Restricted Highways  [Adopted 12-1-1986] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 199, VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC  / ARTICLE IX, Restricted Highways  [Adopted 12-1-1986]  / § 199-41.
Truck prohibitions. 

§ 199-41.  Truck prohibitions. 

All trailer trucks are prohibited from using the following streets: 

  

    Water Street     

   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 200, VOTING
PRECINCTS 



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

370

Chapter 200, VOTING PRECINCTS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Northbridge 10-19-1987.
Amendments noted where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 3 Selectmen's Regulations / Chapter 200, VOTING
PRECINCTS  / § 200-1.  Regulations. 

§ 200-1.  Regulations. 

The Board of Selectmen has enacted the following precinct regulations: 

  

    "Effective January 1988, the town will be divided into four precincts.   

    Please note your precinct (pct) number in the upper right-hand corner of this census form.   

    You will vote at the location of your precinct number 1, 2, 3 or 4.   

    1.   Northbridge High School Gymnasium, Linwood Avenue, Whitinsville.   

    2.   American Legion headquarters, Church Street, Northbridge.   

    3.   West Edward Balmer School, Crescent Street, Whitinsville.   

    4.   West Edward Balmer School, Crescent Street, Whitinsville."     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations

DIVISION 4
Board of Health Regulations

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS 

Chapter 201, CODE OF REGULATIONS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Health, effective 1-14-1997. Amendments noted where
applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-1.  Administrative.  

§ 201-1.  Administrative.  

A.    Definitions. As used in these regulations, the following terms shall have the meanings
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indicated:  

ACCREDITED SCHOOL OF MASSAGE THERAPY  -- A course in massage therapy which
includes both theory and practice, is accredited by a national massage therapy organization and
is approved by the Northbridge Board of Health in accordance with accepted standards of the
State Department of Public Health and the State Department of Education.   

APPROVED  -- Licensed by the Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge in accordance with
accepted standards of the State Department of Public Health and/or the State Department of
Education.   

BOARD OF HEALTH OR BOARD  -- The legally constituted Board of Health of the Town of
Northbridge, Massachusetts, or its agent.   

ESTABLISHMENT FOR GIVING MASSAGE THERAPY, VAPOR, POOL, SHOWER OR
OTHER BATHS  -- Any office, place of business or premises which is validly licensed by the
Northbridge Board of Health where massage therapy is practiced or where therapeutic or
conditioning baths of water, vapor or other substances are given.   

LICENSE and PERMIT  -- The same.   

MASSAGE  -- Massage therapy or any method of manipulation or conditioning of part or parts
of the body by manual, mechanical or other means as a beauty treatment for purported health or
medical treatment or for the purpose of invigoration.   

MASSAGE THERAPIST  -- Any massage therapist validly licensed by the Northbridge Board
of Health.   

OPERATOR  -- The person in control of a particular establishment.   

PERSON  -- Any person, company, corporation, trust or any other entity.   

B.    Procedures.  

(1)    105 CMR 400, Chapter I of the State Sanitary Code, as most recently amended, which
outlines administrative procedures relative to the Sanitary Code, is hereby adopted as a
local regulation for the Town of Northbridge.  

(2)    310 CMR 11.00, Title I of the State Environmental Code, as most recently amended,
which outlines administrative procedures relative to the Environmental Code, is hereby
adopted as a local regulation of the Town of Northbridge.  

(3)    All applications shall be made on a form approved by the Board of Health.  

(4)    The license fee is considered part of the application.  

(5)    Renewal of a permit is the sole responsibility of the permit holder. Any holder of a valid
permit who fails to file for renewal of a permit at least 30 days before its expiration, and
continues to operate after expiration of a permit, shall be responsible for payment of all
costs of the Board of Health relative to obtaining compliance.    

C.    The Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge, in order to adequately protect the public
health, and acting under the authority of Chapter 111 of the Massachusetts General Laws,
hereby makes the following health regulations. All regulations previously made by the Board
of Health shall no longer be in effect, except as to those matters currently pending. Any
condition which existed prior to the effective date of these regulations shall not be
grandfathered or regarded as exempt from these regulations.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-2.  Food regulations.  
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§ 201-2.  Food regulations.  

A.    105 CMR 590.000, Chapter X of the State Sanitary Code, Food Establishment Regulations,
as most recently amended, is hereby adopted as a local regulation for the Town of
Northbridge.  

B.    All food permits shall expire on December 31.  

C.    Every permit holder must possess current copies of the Northbridge Food Regulations, 105
CMR 590.000, and any other regulations the Board of Health may reasonably require.  

D.    Plans and specifications for all new establishments and of all proposed and/or fixed
equipment, walls, floors, ceilings, shelving, etc. are considered a part of the application.  

E.    All food establishments with an occupancy load of 49 or more shall be inspected by the
Building Inspector prior to the opening and annually thereafter.  

F.    Hand-wash sinks shall be limited in size to a maximum width of 20 inches and depth of eight
inches and shall not be installed in any counter or with drain boards. Food preparation,
serving or storage areas shall be protected from contamination from the hand-wash sink. All
existing establishments without at least one hand-wash sink in the food preparation area shall
have a hand-wash sink installed prior to January, 1998.  

G.    Any application for a temporary food permit shall be submitted to the Board of Health no
less than 14 days before the event.  

H.    Existing establishments that are transferring to a new owner and there will be no
modification of the type of product offered nor modification of the facility may be submitted
up to 15 days prior to the transfer date. Establishments previously grandfathered must be
brought into compliance with these regulations.  

I.    No food establishment shall add any form of food service without the written approval of the
Board of Health. Application for the approval of any such additional service must be done in
writing to the Board of Health.  

J.    Every food service permit holder other than for a temporary food service establishment shall
ensure that there is a minimum of one supervisory full-time person who has successfully
completed a course in food safety and sanitation approved by the Board. The Serve Safe
Sanitation course provided by the National Education Foundation of the National Restaurant
Association (NRA) shall be the type of certification which will be acceptable under this
regulation. Other courses may be submitted for review by the Board of Health Sanitarian.
The Board of Health will issue an updated list of acceptable courses from time to time. The
Board of Health may offer an acceptable course at a reduced cost; however, this will not be
made mandatory. Documentation of successful completion must be on file in the Board of
Health office. One approved course must be taken every five years. Persons holding a permit
at the time that these regulations become effective will have one year to comply with this
training regulation.  

K.    Each establishment having a seating capacity of 25 persons or more shall have one or more
persons on duty when food is being served trained in choke-saving techniques as required by
MGL C. 94, § 304D, and must file proof of training with the Board of Health with new and
renewal applications. Individuals must be retrained annually.  

L.    All caterers licensed by the Northbridge Board of Health must maintain a record of catered
functions which include at least the following: date, person (name, address and telephone
number) contracting services, menu, food preparation staff, wait staff and approximate
number of persons served.  

M.  All establishments which accommodate catered functions must retain for a minimum of 90
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days a record of the name and address of the caterer, date of event, person in charge of
function and number of people attending.  

N.    Establishments that primarily accommodate catered, functions and are nonprofit
organizations shall be charged an annual fee that is the same as the lowest fee charged a
food-service establishment. These establishments must meet the minimum requirements of
105 CMR 590.000.  

O.    Wherever possible, a hand-washing facility shall be available for the use of patrons in
food-service establishments. However, this shall not apply when to accommodate patrons
they would need to enter the food preparation and ware washing areas.  

P.    No vehicle used to transport trash, rubbish, garbage or other wastes shall be allowed to
transport food intended for human consumption.  

Q.    Routine inspections of food establishments shall be conducted by an agent of the Board of
Health every six months or as voted by the Board of Health at regularly scheduled meetings.
The food establishment inspection report will be used to report inspections. In addition, each
of the 52 items on the food service establishment report will be assigned a numeric weight,
the total equal to 100 points. For each violation, points will be subtracted from 100. For a
score of less than 85 points, an order to correct will be issued. These scores shall be reported
at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Health and may be published. Orders
to correct shall be issued by the Board of Health or its agent. Time permitted for compliance
shall depend upon the nature of the violation.  

R.    Repeated violations. Any violation of these regulations that recurs within one year following
an inspection shall be considered a repeat violation. Such a violation shall be sufficient cause
for revocation or suspension of a permit. A reinspection fee as set forth in § 201-15, Fee
Schedule, will be charged for each follow-up inspection caused by a food establishment
failing to comply with an order to correct a violation and will be due within seven days of
notification or the permit to operate will be revoked. If after a third inspection the same
violations remain, a hearing will be held and the establishment will be subject to be closed by
the Board of Health.  

S.    All food service establishments shall be required to contract with a Massachusetts licensed
pesticide applicator for pest control services. Said contract shall specify monthly inspection
of the establishment by the contractor and elimination of any infestation, if encountered, at a
minimum. Each establishment shall make available for review by the Board or its agent a
copy of said contract and all receipts of pesticide application undertaken by the licensed
applicator. [Added 7-11-2001, effective 7-18-2001]  

T.    Any request for a variance from the regulations contained in § 201-2 must be submitted in
writing to the Board. The Board shall within 21 days of receipt of the request for variance
hold a public meeting, at which time the applicant must demonstrate to the Board, by clear
and convincing evidence, that there will be no adverse effect on the public health by the
granting of the variance request. All decisions rendered by the Board shall be made in
writing and shall be kept on file in the office of the Board of Health. [Added 7-11-2001;
effective 7-18-2001]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-3.  Frozen dessert machines at the retail level.  

§ 201-3.  Frozen dessert machines at the retail level.  

A.    105 CMR 561.000, Frozen Desserts, Frozen Dessert Mixes, and Ice Cream Mix Regulations,
as most recently amended, is hereby adopted as a local regulation for the Town of
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Northbridge.  

B.    Permits are required for frozen dairy dessert machines at the retail level. Fee for permit: See
§ 201-15, Fee Schedule.  

C.    The permit period is from March 1 to February 28.  

D.    Laboratory tests must be conducted for a standard plate count and a standard coliform count
by a certified laboratory during each month that the machine(s) is in use by the 28th day of
the month. These results are due in the Board of Health office by 12:00 noon on the second
Friday of the following month. Yogurt machines are exempt from the standard plate count
but not the coliform count.  

E.    Failure to submit this report will result in revocation of the permit.  

F.    Permission to resume using and selling products from the machine(s) again will not be
granted until the laboratory results are submitted to the Board of Health office, and the
laboratory results are within acceptable standards, and the Health Agent contacts the
establishment and grants permission to reoperate the machine(s).  

G.    The Board of Health may require a new permit fee for each establishment that has its permit
revoked.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-4.  Human habitation.  

§ 201-4.  Human habitation.  

A.    105 CMR 410.000, Chapter II of the State Sanitary Code, Minimum Standards of Fitness for
Human Habitation, as most recently amended, is hereby adopted as a local regulation for the
Town of Northbridge.  

B.    Effective January 1, 1989, rental property owners shall be charged an inspection fee (see
§ 201-15, Fee Schedule) for each inspection exceeding the reinspection specified in 105
CMR 410.830(B) of the State Sanitary Code. This housing inspection fee shall only apply to
the inspections performed after the thirty-day compliance period set forth in 105 CMR
410.830(B) and does not apply to initial inspections performed within the thirty-day
compliance period.  

C.    All tenants who live in units built before 1978 must be given two copies of the Tenant Lead
Law Notification and Tenant Certification Form. If any of the following documents exist for
the unit, tenant must also be given a copy of them: Lead Inspection or Risk Assessment
Report, Letter of Compliance or Interim Control. In any residence in which a child under the
age of six resides, documentation must be provided to the Board of Health that shows the
property is in compliance with the provisions of the Massachusetts General Laws that govern
the use of lead paint.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-5.  Sewage disposal.  [Amended 6-15-1999, effective
7-1-1999]  

§ 201-5.  Sewage disposal.  [Amended 6-15-1999, effective 7-1-1999]  

A.    310 CMR 15.0, Title V of the State Environmental Code, as most recently amended, is
hereby adopted as a local regulation for the Town of Northbridge.  
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B.    Percolation and soils evaluation testing procedures.  

(1)    Application for percolation/soils evaluation testing must be filled out completely and
submitted with appropriate fee to the Board of Health office prior to testing. This form
shall include the name of the applicant, owner if different, street address, map and parcel
number (available from the Assessor's office), the location of the proposed testing and
the name of the registered professional engineer, registered sanitarian or other
professional authorized by law who will be performing the test in the presence of the
Board of Health Agent. Included with this application shall be the Assessor's map
showing the location of the testing with directions to the site (off road), etc. For large
tract testing a copy of the proposed lots will be required. Utility pole number nearest lot
may also be required. All documentation will be required prior to testing.  

(2)    The Board of Health will issue a permit number for each application submitted. This
number is required when scheduling testing with the Board of Health Agent. No testing
will be scheduled without this number. The Engineer for the applicant requesting the
testing shall contact the Board of Health Agent a minimum of seven days prior to the
requested date. Testing will be scheduled on a first-come first-served basis.  

(3)    Percolation and soils evaluation tests may be made at any scheduled time during the
year. However, an acceptable percolation test does not mean the lot is buildable.  

(4)    Soils evaluation holes on single lots must be excavated prior to the Agent's arrival on
site and are to be left open for inspection. Soils evaluation holes shall be excavated on
the day of testing and not the day before.  

(5)    At the time of testing, the engineer performing the test will set a permanent benchmark
and provide the Board of Health Agent with elevations of each percolation and soils
evaluation test performed. The engineer shall also provide horizontal ties to all
permanent landmarks, property corners, utility poles, etc. This includes failed tests and
abandoned tests as well.  

(6)    For new construction only, the engineer will be required to place grade stakes in all soils
evaluation holes. These stakes will be marked with the test number and date of testing.
The stakes will serve to locate the testing at future dates. This is not a requirement for
soils testing on septic system repairs.  

(7)    For testing on large tracts of land or land not easily accessible, the engineer performing
the test will provide to the Board of Health within 60 days of testing, but in any case
prior to submitting design plans, the above information (elevations and ties) or the
results will be considered null and void and a new application and fee will be required.
This will also violate 310 CMR 15.018 which gives soil evaluators 60 days to submit
test information or face revocation of certification.  

(8)    In areas of rock outcrops, ledge, or other areas comprised of less than four feet of natural
occurring pervious material, a minimum of four soils evaluation holes will be required
to ensure on-site suitability. The Board of Health Agent may require additional holes if
necessary.  

(9)    In the case of a cancellation of testing, the Board of Health Agent must be notified 24
hours prior to the scheduled test to avoid forfeiture of application fee. This does not
include cancellation due to weather conditions.   

(10)  The applicant's engineer must submit within 60 days of the date of the percolation
and/or soils evaluation the results of those tests on DEP approved forms pursuant to 310
CMR 15.018. When testing is done separately results shall be forwarded and not left
until the testing has been completed.   

(11)  A complete soils test shall be valid for a period of two years. A complete soils test shall



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

376

be considered the performance of both the soils evaluation holes and percolation test.
The two-year period shall commence upon the performance of the complete soils test.   

(12)  If the tests are done separately (soils evaluation one time, percolation test another), then
the remaining part of the test must be completed within one year of the performance of
the first part of the test to avoid forfeiture of the application. A new application will be
required to continue testing.   

(13)  If one or both tests should fail and the lot is comprised of enough area, then all other
testing must be performed at least 60 feet from the failed test. A second application with
appropriate fee may be required prior to testing. Abandoned test (other than due to high
groundwater) will be considered as failures.   

(14)  Unused applications will be good for a period of one year, after which time they shall be
considered null and void and a new application submitted; application fees are
nonrefundable.   

(15)  Additional tests due to movement of the systein or other engineering requirements will
need a new application and will be subject to scheduling procedures.   

(16)  Extensions beyond the two-year time limit for completed test are allowed with certain
provisions. Please see § 201-5M of these regulations.   

(17)  As of March 31, 1998, the Board of Health will no longer accept soils data performed
under the 1978 Title 5 Code.    

C.    Plan requirements.  

(1)    All requests for plan reviews shall be submitted to the Board of Health office using the
request for plan review form. Each request must include the appropriate fee, an
application for disposal works construction permit and six sets of the design plan.  

(2)    All plans are to show name of applicant, owner's name and name of individual for whom
the percolation test was performed (if different from present applicant), engineer at the
time of testing, and agent witnessing the test as well as others present on site. The house
number and street location of the lot should be shown and reference made to the lot
designation used when the percolation tests were performed (if different) as well as the
permit number from the subsurface testing.  

(3)    The minimum effluent loading rate for design shall be 0.6 gpd/sq. ft.  

(4)    The following information will be required on all plan review submittals and shall be
considered amendments to 310 CMR 15.00, Title, 5 of the State Environmental Code:   

(a)  Title block.   

[1]    Name of applicant.   

[2]    Street address and lot number.   

[3]    Name of engineer/sanitarian.   

[4]    Address and phone number of engineer/sanitarian.   

[5]    Engineer/sanitarian stamp (wet stamp; including discipline).   

[6]    Engineer/sanitarian signature and date.   

[7]    Revisions, date and type.     

(b)  Design criteria.   

[1]    Number of bedrooms.   
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[2]    Number of people (if required).   

[3]    Square footage of building (if required).   

[4]    Number of gallons per day.   

[5]    System in nitrogen sensitive area (then no more than 440 gpd per acre required;
well and septic quality as nitrogen sensitive).   

[6]    Size of septic tank (one-thousand-five-hundred-gallon minimum).   

[7]    Note that no garbage disposal is allowed.   

[8]    Note that hydraulic cement is required to seal all connections at the septic tank
and d-box.   

[9]    Note that water softeners are not to be connected to tank.     

(c)  Property plan.   

[1]    Property lines with bearings and distances.   

[2]    Building setback lines in accordance with zoning.   

[3]    Lot number, area and deed reference.   

[4]    Existing topography shown as dashed lines at two-foot contour intervals
minimum (at least 100 feet in all directions).   

[5]    Proposed topography shown as solid lines at two-foot contour intervals
minimum (at least 100 feet in all directions).   

[6]    Plan at 20 scale (30 and 40 scale plans will not be allowed); locus plans
allowable at a lesser scale.   

[7]    North arrow.   

[8]    Locus map.   

[9]    Property abutter(s) (direct abutters only).   

[10]  Two permanent benchmarks with good descriptions shown on the lot out of the
construction area; ties to benchmarks will be required.   

[11]  Street name and width; noting public or private.   

[12]  Note any stormwater drainage or note that none exists.   

[13]  Note any wetland areas and who flagged or state that no wetlands are found
within 200 feet of the disturbed area.   

[14]  Show all water supplies, existing and proposed, within 200 feet (well and
municipal) of the proposed septic system or note if over 200 feet.   

[15]  Show all septic systems within 150 feet of the proposed septic system or note if
greater than 150 feet.   

[16]  Distance ties to well.   

[17]  Distance ties to septic system (include at least two ties to opposite corners).   

[18]  Any and all easement shown and labeled with metes and bounds.   

[19]  Show Flood Hazard Map reference and state if project falls within a flood
hazard area.   



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

378

[20]  Note if area is tributary to a drinking water supply or note if not.   

[21]  Show any and all public drinking water supply wells or note if none exist.   

[22]  Show any overhead wires and underground utilities or state that none exist.   

[23]  A DigSafe note and telephone number shall appear on all plans.   

[24]  State which zone the parcel lies in and show setback requirements (this will be
reviewed by the Building Inspector).   

[25]  Legend.   

[26]  House/building sill and basement floor elevations.   

[27]  Proposed spot elevations at house (pipe exit); all corners of house; septic tank;
D-box; system.   

[28]  Septic tank and D-box shown and labeled; also pump chamber when applicable.   

[29]  Show removal of A and B Horizons (top and subsoil) on plan view and in
general notes.   

[30]  Show reserve area clearly.   

[31]  Show all testing, including failed testing. (System should be placed in test area.)   

[32]  Show monuments/markers that were used to field locate all testing.   

[33]  Clearly indicate that breakout is achieved for the complete system.   

[34]  Show all means of stabilizing slopes. (For any slope 2 to 1 or less
environmental matting will be used.)   

[35]  Clearly indicate how runoff from the system will be handled; do not direct to
others property (rip-rap may be required).   

[36]  Show a limit of construction on the plan view.   

[37]  When wetlands are present then all mitigating measures (haybales/fencing) will
be shown with details.   

[38]  If a clay barrier is used the clay specifications must be at 10 to the minus 7th
CMS; a detail showing the width and elevations for the barrier will be provided
as well as the origin of the clay used (no tailings, backwash, etc., shall be used).     

(d)  Soils testing data.   

[1]    Date(s) of all testing.   

[2]    Applicant at time of testing.   

[3]    Those present at time of testing (engineer, BOH Agent, excavator).   

[4]    Soils test pit data; including estimated high groundwater.   

[5]    Percolation test data.   

[6]    Soils certification: "I certify that on (date) I have passed the examination
approved by the Department of Environmental Protection and that the above
analysis has been performed by me consistent with the required training,
expertise and experience described in 310 CMR 15.018(2)."     

(e)  Proposed profile.   
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[1]    Invert at building.   

[2]    Invert into septic tank.   

[3]    Invert out of septic tank.   

[4]    Invert into D-box.   

[5]    Invert out of D-box.   

[6]    Invert at beginning of all components.   

[7]    Invert at end of all components.   

[8]    Spec out SCH 40 pipe (perforated) for system.   

[9]    Spec out 11/2 inch double-washed stone only.   

[10]  Spec out 3/8 inch double-washed pea-stone only.   

[11]  Note pipe diameter and slope.   

[12]  Show pipe length (distance) and slope.     

(f)  Cross section.   

[1]    Dimensions shown and labeled.   

[2]    Spacing between trenches (triple width or depth).   

[3]    Spec out SCH 40 pipe (perforated) for system.   

[4]    Spec out 11/2 inch double-washed stone only.   

[5]    Spec out 3/8 inch double-washed pea-stone only.   

[6]    Note pipe diameter and slope.     

(g)  Pump system.   

[1]    Pump calcs and curves.   

[2]    Type of pump.   

[3]    Size of chamber.   

[4]    Show all elevations on plan for: pump on; pump off; alarm; bottom of chamber;
invert in and out.   

[5]    Show and note separate audio and visual alarms.   

[6]    Show vent with charcoal filter (detail).   

[7]    Buoyancy calcs.      

(5)    Massachusetts General Law allows for a forty-five-day review period to review
subsurface sewage disposal system design plans. If plans are returned for revisions, the
forty-five-day review period begins anew upon resubmission of plans. New sets of plans
must be submitted when revisions are required. The original plans will not be allowed to
be resubmitted for review.  

(6)    The line from house to the septic tank shall be ran straight with no bends. After tank,
angles greater than 221/2° shall not be permitted.  

(7)    When a concrete retaining wall is to be used to confine septic breakout, a complete plan
showing all details will be required. This plan must include all types of steel required,
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including spacing and number. Elevations of the wall must be shown on both the detail
plan and the plan view on the septic plan. (Specify air entrained concrete at 4,000 psi.)
This plan must be stamped by a Commonwealth of Massachusetts professional civil or
structural engineer. This engineer will be responsible for all construction and inspection
of the wall and will be required to certify as such.  

(8)    Systems utilizing a clay barrier to contain breakout must show a detail plan of the
proposed barrier, including top and bottom elevations. All plans utilizing a clay barrier
will specify clay at 10-cm/sec.  

(9)    Systems for repair using alternative technology shall be accompanied by data on the use
and design as well as the DEP approval status. The name and telephone number of the
alternative technology company shall appear on the plan.   

(10)  Plans must have a locus map and all utility poles with their respective numerical
designation shall be shown within 100 feet of the property line or within 150 feet of the
soil testing area, whichever is lesser.   

(11)  The applicant's engineer is to design and submit the plans in accordance with Title 5 and
any local regulations using the checklist provided by the Board of Heath office. The
minimum scale for all plans submitted for review shall be one inch equals 20 feet. All
plans shall be blue or black line prints on white background. No photocopies will be
allowed unless wetstamped and signed in blue ink. if, in the opinion of the Board of
Health or its agent, the plan is not legible, it shall be returned without review.   

(12)  Topography at a minimum of two-foot contour intervals shall be shown on the plan to a
minimum of 100 feet in all directions from proposed sewage system and expansion area.
The Board or their Agent shall require additional topography if, in their opinion, a
greater distance is required to evaluate the proposed sewage system as to compliance
with all local regulations. Driveways with appurtenant grading must be shown if within
100 feet of sewage system.   

(13)  No garbage disposal units shall be installed in buildings served by subsurface sewage
disposal systems. No water softener shall discharge to a septic system.   

(14)  Sufficient elevations shall be shown, including final grades at each of the four corners of
the building, to indicate clearly how the surface drainage is to be handled. In some cases
it shall be necessary to consider effect on nearby properties. No low spots that allow
ponding of rainfall runoff shall be permitted. All existing landmarks, including edge of
pavement, stone walls, wire fences, old foundations, etc., must be shown.   

(15)  Limits of topsoil and subsoil being removed and replaced must be shown when a system
is to be constructed in or about that zone. Plans will not be approved with this
information not shown.   

(16)  All wetlands, as defined by the Wetlands Protection Act and Rivers Protection Act, shall
be shown within 200 feet of the sewage system.   

(17)  No soil absorption system shall be placed closer than 100 feet to any wetlands,
watercourse or any other watercourse. The Title 5 definition of watercourse shall apply.   

(18)  No repair septic system shall be placed closer than 25 feet from a watercourse even if
utilizing alternative technology.   

(19)  The location of all wells and water supplies within 200 feet of the proposed system shall
be shown or a statement of certification that none are known to exist within 200 feet of
the leach area. All sewage systems within 150 feet of a proposed well location shall be
shown or a statement of certification that none are known to exist within that distance
shall be indicated on the plans.   
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(20)  Wells shall be placed a minimum of 10 feet from the property lines.   

(21)  There must be sufficient property line information to clearly show the location of the
system on the lot. Ties from the well and septic system to the property lines must be
shown.   

(22)  Two benchmarks must be provided, one of which is to be of a permanent nature. One
benchmark should be located near the leach area so that the installer does not have to
run levels to install the system. Both benchmarks are to appear on the plan with both
being on the lot or in front of it and out of any excavation or fill area. The statement
"2nd bench mark to be set prior to construction" is not valid.   

(23)  A cross-section of the leach area should be shown (need not be to scale) with
dimensions and elevations. The profile of sewage system shall be shown (need not be to
scale) with invert and bottom elevations indicated.   

(24)  Interceptor trenches utilized to lower groundwater in the system area must be installed
prior to construction of the proposed septic system to ensure proper functioning of the
system. Once installed, monitoring pipes on each side of the trench may be used to
check elevations during the deep hole season. Interceptor trenches installed during the
dry season (June-November) must be functioning at least 30 days prior to testing and
must be tested during the wet season (December to May). Only after approval of this
trench will a disposal works construction permit be issued.   

(25)  Plans requiring additional testing will not be approved until testing is completed.   

(26)  Systems requiring a local upgrade approval and/or a state variance will not be issued a
disposal works construction permit until the Board of Health has approved the local
upgrade request and, when applicable, been notified by DEP that the request for
variance has been approved.   

(27)  Systems requiring an order of conditions from the Conservation Commission will not be
issued a disposal works construction permit until the appeal period has lapsed and the
Commission has notified the Board of Health that work on the system may commence.   

(28)  Upon approval of the subsurface sewage disposal plan, the Board of Health will sign the
building permit, provided a private well is not required. If a private well is required, the
Board of Health will sign the building permit only after a well permit is issued and
quantity and quality results have been submitted and approved by the Board of Health.   

(29)  A statement shall appear on the plan recommending that the well be tested a minimum
of every two years.   

(30)  Plans will be valid for a period of three years commencing on the date of approval
shown on plan. The applicant will then have three years from that approval date to pull a
permit for construction.   

(31)  All subsurface sewage disposal plans shall be designed so that the pipes are level.
[Added 6-19-2007, effective 7-1-2007]   

(32)  All plans shall note the use of two-compartment tanks. [Added 6-19-2007, effective
7-1-2007]    

D.    Disposal works installers license.  

(1)    No person shall engage in the construction, repair or replacement of an on-site sewage
disposal system without first obtaining a disposal works installers license from the
Northbridge Board of Health. All such licenses shall expire December 31 of the calendar
year in which they were issued.  

(2)    All applicants for disposal works installers licenses shall be required to take and pass an
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examination to demonstrate their knowledge of Title 5 and these rules and regulations.
A grade of 70% will be considered passing.  

(3)    The Board of Health may at their discretion waive the testing requirement if the
applicant possesses current licenses with three other Massachusetts cities or towns.  

(4)    Installers are required to keep their license to install active by submitting a minimum
annual fee by March 1 (see § 201-15, Fee Schedule). Total annual license renewal fee
shall be as set forth in § 201-15, Fee Schedule; the balance to be paid when the first
disposal works construction permit is taken out. Failure to renew a license by March 1
may require a reexamination of the written test at the expense of the applicant in the
Board of Health office. Fee for this test shall be as set forth in § 201-15, Fee Schedule.  

(5)    Applications for a license to install must be accompanied by a certificate of insurance
with liability insurance in a minimum amount of $100,000 and must be up to date. The
certificate of insurance must be issued to the individual seeking to obtain the installer
license.  

(6)    When installing, repairing or replacing a subsurface sewage disposal system or any of its
components, the licensed installer shall be required to appear in the Board of Health
office to fill out a disposal works construction permit.  

(7)    The installer shall be required to submit an installer as-built certification form to the
Board of Health for approval. The installer shall also be required to sign the certificate
of compliance upon completion of work.    

E.    Installation inspection procedures.  

(1)    Only an installer licensed by the Board of Health can install or repair a septic system.
The licensed installer must fill out the appropriate paperwork at the Board of Health
office and pay any and all fees. The installer who holds the license must sign the
paperwork and the permit. The installer must have the approved septic design plan and
permit prior to construction.  

(2)    For new construction where the system components will be located within 15 feet of the
property line, the property corners and all proposed structures, including house, well and
system components, the system must be staked out by a Commonwealth of
Massachusetts registered professional land surveyor prior to any construction on site.
For repair and upgrade systems, this procedure will not be a requirement unless the
situation warrants. The installer will be responsible for the placement of the on-site
system. It is recommended that the installer hire a surveyor to stake the system.  

(3)    The design engineer and the Board of Health Agent must first review any changes to the
proposed construction by the installer. The request for change will be made, in writing,
by the design engineer giving the reason and the description of the change. All changes
are subject to Title 5 and should the proposed change require a variance it will be
subject to variance procedures. The change(s) must be approved by the agent and Board
of Health and must be shown on the as-built plan.  

(4)    The system will be inspected by both the Board of Health Agent and the design engineer
at the following points:   

(a)  Excavation of the A and B horizons (top and subsoil). The installer shall excavate
the proposed area for disposal in accordance with the provisions on the design plan.
The bottom of the excavation area must be scarified at the time of inspection. The
design engineer will measure the length and width of the excavated area and show
these on the as-built forms.   

(b)  Installation and placement of components.   
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[1]    The installer will construct the system in accordance with the approved plan and
any approved changes. The installer will provide to the Board of Health the
origin of the stone and sand used in the construction process. Placement of all
tees, gas baffles and endcaps will be required at time of inspection. The tees in
the septic tank will be brought to the middles of the manhole opening. All
unused openings in the tank and D-box will be sealed with hydraulic cement.
The installer is to leave the vertical four-inch pipes at the ends of the system to
allow the measurement of the depth of stone. The installer will have 24 hours to
cover the system after inspection. If a pump is installed, a licensed electrician is
required to obtain an electrical permit from the Town Electrical Inspector and
be inspected according to Town requirements.   

[2]    The design engineer will be responsible for the verification of all elevations of
the system and its components, including building sill, top of septic tank and top
of distribution box.   

[3]    The Board of Health Agent may at his discretion shoot the elevation of any
system component for verification. Additionally, the Board of Health Agent will
be required to shoot all grades and elevations for systems constructed by a
"design-build" firm.     

(c)  Final cover and grading. The installer will be required to have all the final grading in
place as well as all the breakout grades. All areas around the site will be clear of any
construction debris, including downed trees, stumps, rocks, etc. The area will be
ready for loaming and seeding. Manhole covers will be brought to within four inches
of this grade, The design engineer will take measurements of the grading around the
entire system, including breakout grading, top of system, top of D-box, top of tank,
at all corners of the house and where the pipe exits the house.   

(d)  Stabilization of area.   

[1]    The installer, upon approval to proceed, will stabilize the entire system area to
prevent erosion and keep the system area free from any and all trees, debris or
rocks of any size. During the growing season acceptable methods of
stabilization shall be loaming and seeding or the laying of sod. If the growing
season has passed, the acceptable method of temporary stabilization shall be the
use of matting and hay on the entire system until final placement of loam and
seed or sod in the spring. In areas that have a greater than 3 to 1 slope,
environmental matting will be used to ensure slope stability while the growing
process continues. The installer will be responsible for any earth settling that
may occur and will repair as needed.   

[2]    Any deviation from the above methods of stabilization must get approval from
the Board of Health or its agent prior to the signing off of a certificate of
compliance.      

(5)    Calls for inspections by the Board of Health will be as follows:   

(a)  All requests for inspections will go through the Board of Health office. This is true
for all inspections.   

(b)  All inspections will require a forty-eight-hour notice.   

(c)  Once the inspection bas been performed the installer will be notified of the results
and may proceed once approved.   

(d)  All reinspections will require a notice to the Board of Health, and new inspection
fees will be required.   

(e)  Any installer who proceeds with installation of the system at any stage without
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notice from the Board of Health or its agent will be subject to license revocation. In
addition, any work performed will be subject to removal and replacement.    

(6)    A copy of the approved design plan must be left on site in a location where the Board of
Health agent may have access to it.  

(7)    After the system has been covered the installer shall place caution tape around the entire
system to ensure no construction vehicles pass over the system.  

(8)    Title 5 states that systems will not be constructed in frozen ground. If temperatures
during the winter months drop below freezing at night then the Board of Health or its
Agent may place a moratorium in effect until the temperature rises above the freezing
point.    

F.    Reserved for repair procedures.  

(1)    All repairs shall be consistent with 310 CMR 15.00, Title 5, and the regulations of the
Northbridge Board of Health. All repairs must be reviewed and approved by the Board
of Health Agent.  

(2)    Any disturbance within the area of the subsurface sewage disposal system shall be
considered a repair and shall require Board of Health approval. All necessary permits
and fees shall apply.  

(3)    The definition of repair shall include but not be limited to the replacement of system
components, i.e., septic tank, distribution box, soil absorption system. The pumping of a
tank or leach pit or the installation of baffles or a riser in conjunction with a Title 5
inspection shall not be included in this definition.    

G.    Engineer's as-built plans.  

(1)    Once the system has been inspected and covered, the, design engineer will forward to
the Board of Health an as-built plan for review and approval by the Board of Health
Agent. For review purposes four copies of the as-built plan will be submitted
superimposed on the approved design plan showing location and elevation of the system
as it is constructed. Review will include groundwater offset and slope constructed.
Review will include groundwater offset and slope breakout as well as proximity to
testing. All as-built submittals will show the following information, all of which will be
shown in red ink:   

(a)  Location of the septic system as it appears in the field shown on the design plan.   

(b)  All proposed and as-built elevations, including sill.   

(c)  All grading and spot grades in conjunction with Subsection E(4)(c) above.   

(d)  Swing ties from house corners to tank and D-box, and ends of leaching system.   

(e)  Well location and distance from tank and system.   

(f)  All other wells within 200 feet.   

(g)  Inspection dates and who was present for engineer.   

(h)  Location of house referencing mortgage plot plan and showing as-built footprint.   

(i)    Show field footprint of house.    

(2)    The design engineer shall be required to submit four copies of the engineering as-built
certification form and certificate of compliance form along with four sets of the as-built
plan to the Board of Health for approval.    
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H.    Installer's certificate.  

(1)    The licensed installer will submit the installer as-built certification form with all data
required. The Board of Health Agent will not sign the certificate of compliance without
this information.  

(2)    The certificate will have at least one dated copy of the origin of the gravel and sand (and
clay, if applicable) used in the construction of the system.  

(3)    Certification by the operator of the gravel/sand pit where the sand fill material
originated that the sand fill material is in compliance with DEP-Title 5 specifications
must be provided by the installer to the Board of Health prior to issuance of the
certificate of compliance. Certification shall be dated no greater than 60 days prior to the
issuance of the disposal works construction permit to construct system. [Added
6-19-2007, effective 7-1-2007]    

I.    Component replacement procedures.  

(1)    310 CMR 15.404(1) allows for replacement of a particular component should a system
fail a Title 5 inspection. When replacement is requested other than during a Title 5
inspection, the applicant must seek Board of Health approval.  

(2)    The replacement of a steel tank or unsuitable concrete tank and/or distribution box may
be made without an engineer by a licensed installer. The installer is required to take out
a disposal works construction permit in the Board of Health office and submit the proper
application and fees for the inspection of the component replacement. The installer will
also be required to sign the component certificate of compliance.  

(3)    For systems which were constructed prior to 1978 or for systems for which exists no
record, the soil absorption system (leaching facility) will not be allowed to be replaced
without proper soils testing and designs.  

(4)    For systems constructed after 1978 which have approved plans and are only failed due
to a clogged biomat, then replacement may be made by a licensed installer. The installer
will be required to have an engineer submit an as-built plan showing elevations and
location of the system. Prior to a permit being allowed for replacement a report stating
the cause of the failure must be submitted by an engineer to the Board of Health.  

(5)    Once a permit is allowed for any component replacement, normal inspection procedures
will be followed and a component certificate of compliance must be completed, signed
and submitted to the Board of Health for approval.  

(6)    For soil absorption system replacements the certificate of compliance will not be
considered complete until the submission of both the installer as-built certification and
the engineering as-built certification forms.    

J.    Certificate of compliance.  

(1)    A new individual sewage disposal system and alteration or repairs to an existing
individual system shall not be placed in service, nor shall new buildings or dwellings or
additions thereto which must rely on individual sewage disposal systems for sewage
disposal be occupied, until the Board of Health has issued a certificate of compliance
indicating that said disposal system has been located, constructed, altered or repaired in
compliance with the of the permit and the requirements of Title 5 and these rules and
regulations.  

(2)    The certificate of compliance is the last document to be signed in the approval process.
Once the design engineer and installer have submitted their as-built plans and
installation certificates, they must then sign the certificate of compliance. Please note
that if the as-built plans have been submitted and approved and the installation
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certification has been submitted, but either the design engineer and/or installer have not
signed the certificate of compliance, then the Board of Health Agent cannot sign off on
this certificate of compliance.  

(3)    The Board of Health Agent will only sign the certificate of compliance after all system
components have been inspected (including final grading and stabilization) and the
design engineer and installer sign the form first.  

(4)    It is the owner/applicant's responsibility to see that he/she has all signatures necessary
and that all documents are received in the Board of Health office well in advance of any
real estate closing date. It will not be the responsibility of the Board of Health or its
agent to review as-built plans to ensure a closing date.  

(5)    All designers/installers are to fill out the required certificate of compliance as-built
requirement form and submit four copies to the Board of Health.    

K.    Wetlands and floodplains.  

(1)    No disposal facility shall be closer 100 feet to watercourses or wetlands.  

(2)    The applicant should be aware of his obligations to comply with the requirements
established by the Division of Water Pollution Control pursuant to MGL C. 21, § 43,
and the Wetlands Protection Act, MGL, C. 131, § 40.    

L.    Local upgrade and state variance procedures.  

(1)    Plans requiring a state variance or local upgrade using the provisions of 310 CMR
15.401 through 15.422 must be accompanied by a letter requesting the variance and/or
upgrade. The section numbers, subparagraphs and the reason for the request must be
clearly noted in the letter and filed with the local Board of Health. It will be the
responsibility of the applicant and/or his engineer to file the request with the DEP. All
requests shall be shown on the proposed design plan.  

(2)    Local upgrades and variances will not be granted for new construction.  

(3)    Plans requiring a local upgrade must be submitted upon the approved DEP form with
abutter notification when required. The applicant must notify the abutter by certified
mail at least 10 days prior to the Board of Health meeting at which the variance/upgrade
request will be on the agenda. The applicant is responsible for obtaining an abutter's list
from the Assessor's office and is also responsible for mailing fees. Proof of notification
(certified return receipts) must be submitted to the Board prior to the scheduled meeting
date.  

(4)    More than one upgrade request will result in the need for a state variance when
requesting a three-foot offset to groundwater. All requests shall be shown on the
proposed plan.  

(5)    State variances are required when the proposed system cannot be designed in full
compliance with the code or by granting local upgrade provisions. The Board of Health
must approve or deny the variance. This decision must be in writing,  

(6)    A public hearing, when required, shall be held on all requests for state variance and
local upgrades. The Board of Health office shall notify the applicant's engineer of the
date and time of the hearing. No public hearing will be scheduled until a plan has been
approved by the Board of Health Agent. An approved plan by the Agent is for technical
review only and does not imply Board of Health approval.  

(7)    Voluntary upgrades of systems not in failure shall be required to comply fully with 310
CMR 15.00.  

(8)    In the case of a Title 5 variance request, notice of the grant of each variance and date
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issued must be filed with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) by the
design engineer.  

(9)    The DEP shall, within 30 days of receipt of the notice, approve, disapprove or modify
the variance. If the DEP fails to comment within 30 days, approval shall be presumed.   

(10)  No work way be done under any Title 5 variance until the DEP approves it or until 30
days have elapsed without DEP comment, unless the Board of Health certifies, in
writing, that an emergency exists.   

(11)  Any variance granted under Title 5 might later be modified, suspended, revoked or
allowed to expire by the Board of Health or DEP. This action may apply to the entire
variance or a section thereof. Before any action may be taken, however, the holder of the
variance must be notified, in writing, and given the opportunity to request a hearing.   

(12)  Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Board of Health or DEP may seek relief by
appealing within 30 days in any court of competent jurisdiction as provided by the laws
of the commonwealth.    

M.  Extensions: percolation/soils evaluation results.  

(1)    Applications for extensions of percolation and soil evaluations require a request for
extension to be filed at the Board of Health office with the appropriate fee in order to be
considered by Board of Health at its next scheduled meeting.  

(2)    Criteria for extensions:   

(a)  The testing to be extended must have been performed after March 31, 1995, and
certified by an approved soils evaluator.   

(b)  The applicant or their agent must apply for the extension prior to the expiration of
the first two-year period. This is solely the responsibility of the applicant and their
agent.   

(c)  The Board of Health agent will perform a site investigation to determine if any
topographical changes or excavations have occurred since the completed soils
testing was finished.   

(d)  If requested after the Board of Health Agent's inspection, the application for
extension must be accompanied with an engineer's sketch (need not be to scale),
showing the location of the testing (using offset ties) and the elevations of the site
(showing benchmarks). Sketch must be legible.    

(3)    The Board of Health Agent, upon visual inspection of the site, shall notify the Board of
Health of the findings. The Board of Health reserves the right to approve or deny the
request for extension.  

(4)    Periods of extension will be granted for a two-year period. Each subsequent extension
will also be for a two-year period.    

N.    Extensions: approved septic system design plans.  

(1)    Applications for extensions of approved septic system design plans require a request for
extension to be filed at the Board of Health office with the appropriate fee in order to be
considered by the Board of Health at its next scheduled meeting. A new application for
disposal works construction permit shall also be filed with the request for extension.  

(2)    Criteria for extensions:   

(a)  The testing to be extended must have been performed after March 31, 1995.   

(b)  The applicant or their agent must apply for the extension prior to the expiration of
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the first three-year period. This is solely the responsibility of the applicant and their
agent.   

(c)  The Board of Health Agent will perform a site investigation to determine if any
topographical changes or excavations have occurred since the completed soils
testing was finished.    

(3)    The Board of Health Agent, upon visual inspection of the site, shall notify the Board of
Health of the findings. The Board of Health reserves the right to approve or deny the
request for extension.  

(4)    Periods of extension will be granted for a three-year period. Each subsequent extension
will also be for a three-year period.    

O.    Septage hauler permits.  

(1)    No person shall engage in the pumping of a septic system or the hauling of septic waste
without first obtaining a septage hauler permit from the Board of Health.  

(2)    The appropriate fee and certificate of insurance in the amount of $100,000 to $300,000
general liability must accompany all applications for septage hauler permits.  

(3)    All septage haulers licensed by the Board of Health must submit a copy of the pumping
slip for those systems pumped within the Town of Northbridge. These slips must include
street address, owner of property and amount of sewerage collected and where disposed,
and date of collection. These slips are due within days of the actual date of pumping.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-6.  Permitting and operation of commercial, residential
and municipal solid waste and recyclable materials collection.  [Amended
5-16-2001, effective 5-30-2001]  

§ 201-6.  Permitting and operation of commercial, residential and municipal solid waste
and recyclable materials collection.  [Amended 5-16-2001, effective 5-30-2001]  

A.    Authority and purpose. The Town of Northbridge Board of Health under the authority of
MGL c. 111, §§ 31A and 31B, hereby makes the following regulations in an effort to protect
the public health and to promote increased recycling and responsible refuse disposal. These
regulations are to be inserted into the Code of Regulations of the Board of Health, § 201-6,
replacing any and all existing regulations previously adopted by the Board of Health
regarding the permitting and operation of garbage, rubbish, and refuse collection and
disposal, except as to those matters currently pending. Any condition that existed prior to the
effective date of these regulations shall not be grandfathered or exempt from these
regulations.  

B.    Definitions.  

COMMERCIAL WASTE  -- Nonhazardous solid waste generated by businesses, such as office
buildings, retail and wholesale establishments, and restaurants.   

FACILITY  -- A licensed solid waste disposal or handling facility approved or licensed by the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).   

PERMITTEE  -- Any person(s) or company, which has applied for and obtained the appropriate
permit to collect refuse within the corporate limits of the Town of Northbridge.   

RECYCLABLE MATERIALS  -- Those items listed in Subsection G of these regulations.   

SOLID WASTE  -- All rubbish, trash, garbage, or refuse normally generated, excluding
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explosives, oil, sludges, highly flammable substances, cesspool or other human wastes, human or
animal remains, construction materials, demolition debris, and hazardous refuse of any kind such
as cleaning fluids, crankcase oils, cutting oils, paints, acids, caustics, poisons, drugs, radioactive
materials, fine powdery earth used as filter media, cleaning fluid and refuse of similar nature.
Recyclable materials, as defined in these regulations, are specifically excluded from solid waste.   

C.    General.  

(1)    Any person engaged in the collection of solid waste and/or recyclable materials in the
Town of Northbridge shall remove the same to an approved location or facility in
accordance with these rules and regulations, as well as all other applicable rules and
regulations.  

(2)    The permittee shall at no time dispose of recyclable materials by landfilling or
incineration without written permission from the Board of Health.  

(3)    The permittee shall provide recycling service to allow compliance with the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Solid Waste
Bans and any other item deemed feasible by the Board of Health. Items required to be
recycled are set forth in Subsection G below, and are subject to amendment by the
Board of Health.  

(4)    In servicing establishments generating commercial waste, the permittee may limit
recycling service to paper products, as listed in Subsection G.  

(5)    Separation of recyclable materials from solid waste will take place at the source (i.e.,
individual homeowners/tenants/business owners will perform separation).    

D.    Permitting procedure.  

(1)    All persons collecting solid waste and/or recyclable materials in the Town of
Northbridge shall obtain a permit from the Board of Health prior to commencing with
collection.  

(2)    At the time of application or as otherwise specified, the applicant shall submit to the
Board of Health the following:   

(a)  A nonrefundable permit fee (see § 201-15, Fee Schedule).   

(b)  A schedule of customer fees to be charged for residential, commercial, and industrial
pickup of solid waste and recyclable materials.   

(c)  A description of the collection vehicle(s) to be used, including the make, model,
year, type and size of compactor, and registration number.   

(d)  Certificates of insurance as defined in Subsection F.   

(e)  Total tonnage of solid waste and recyclable materials collected on a quarterly basis.
Statistics for solid waste and recyclable materials must be supported by weight slips
and/or vendor receipts. Estimates may be accepted at the discretion of the Board if
sufficient justification for subject estimation is presented to the Board and can be
verified. Statistics shall be submitted within 30 days of the close of each quarter;
quarters shall be defined as January 1 to March 31, April 1 to June 30, July 1 to
September 30, and October 1 to December 31.   

(f)  Name and location of approved facility at which solid waste and recyclable materials
were incinerated, deposited, and/or recycled.    

(3)    The permit shall be valid for a period of not more than one year, renewable annually on
the first day of January, subject to review and approval by the Board of Health.  
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(4)    No permit shall be transferable except with the approval of the Board of Health.    

E.    Operational procedures.  

(1)    The permittee shall provide recycling service to allow compliance with the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Solid Waste
Bans and any other item deemed feasible by the Board of Health, as set forth in
Subsection G.  

(2)    The permittee shall offer collection of solid waste on a weekly basis.  

(3)    The permittee shall offer collection of recyclable materials a minimum of once every
other week or on a schedule approved by the Board of Health.  

(4)    Permittees shall provide their customers with a list of acceptable waste types and
recyclable materials, with a list or description of proper packaging or bundling methods
of same.  

(5)    The permittee shall collect solid waste and recyclable materials from its customers in
Northbridge.  

(6)    Recyclable materials shall be placed curbside or at another approved location, on
specified days, in their own approved reusable containers.  

(7)    The permittee may refuse to collect any commercial, industrial, municipal or residential
solid waste and/or recyclable materials if there is an indication that the material is not
solid waste as defined in these regulations, or if the recyclable materials are not properly
packaged or bundled. The permittee shall notify such customers of the reason(s) for
refusal to collect. The permittee may notify the Board of Health of any customer who
continues with repeated offenses.  

(8)    The permittee shall take all reasonable care in the collection of solid waste. Solid waste
shall not be scattered about the streets or onto private property. Solid waste which is
spilled shall be immediately picked up by the permittee and removed with other wastes.  

(9)    All vehicles and other equipment used by the permittee shall be kept in good repair,
appearance, and in a sanitary condition.   

(10)  Vehicles shall be appropriately marked to identify the owner's and/or company's name in
lettering large enough to be seen from a distance of 100 feet and shall clearly display all
local, state, and federal registrations, permits and licenses.   

(11)  The Board of Health reserves the right to inspect collection vehicles and loads at
reasonable times in order to ensure compliance with applicable state and local laws,
by-laws, and regulations.   

(12)  The permittee shall provide for the collection of bulk items such as, but not limited to,
couches, chairs, mattresses, white goods, etc.   

(13)  Any violation of these regulations or any other applicable laws or regulations by the
permittee will be grounds for suspension, modification, or revocation of said permit.    

F.    Insurance.  

(1)    The permittee shall provide a certificate of insurance as evidence of having
comprehensive general liability insurance naming the Town of Northbridge as an
additional insured. The comprehensive general liability policy shall be in an amount not
less than $1,000,000 combined single limit for bodily injury and property damage.  

(2)    The insurance policies shall be so written that the Board of Health will be notified of
cancellation or restriction amendments at least 30 days prior to the effective date of such
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cancellations or amendments.    

G.    Recyclable materials.  

(1)    This section is subject to amendment and revision by the Board of Health and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts as additional rules and regulations may be
promulgated. The Board of Health may amend this section upon written notice to all
permittees following public hearing and after reasonable notice to all permittees.  

(2)    Recyclable materials shall be defined as materials that have the potential to be recycled
and which are not commingled with solid waste.  

(3)    The following items shall be deemed recyclable materials:   

(a)  Paper products (tied in bundles or placed in brown paper bags):   

[1]    Newspaper and glossy inserts.   

[2]    Magazines.   

[3]    Phone books.   

[4]    Junk (and other) mail.   

[5]    Cereal boxes, packaging, toy boxes, etc.   

[6]    White, colored, and computer paper.   

[7]    Corrugated cardboard.     

(b)  Glass (empty, rinsed, and dry whole bottles and jars. Labels, caps, and neck rings
may remain on bottles.):   

[1]    Clear, brown or green food and beverage containers only.     

(c)  Metal (empty, rinsed, and dry. Labels may remain and lids may be attached or
placed inside the can; webbing must be removed from aluminum furniture; empty
aerosol cans will be accepted):   

[1]    All metal cans, tins, steel, aluminum, etc.   

[2]    Aluminum foil and food trays.     

(d)  Plastics (empty, rinsed, and dry. Labels, caps, and neck rings may remain.):   

[1]    Plastic milk, juice, and water jugs.   

[2]    Soda bottles.   

[3]    Detergent bottles.   

[4]    Plastics #1 through #7.        

H.    Wheelabrator Millbury Facility.  

(1)    All permittees requesting to tip at the Wheelabrator Millbury, Inc. facility located on
Route 20 in Millbury under the Town of Northbridge contract shall be required to
reimburse the Town for all charges incurred at this facility, including any change in law
fees as may be mandated from time to time. An administration fee of 1% shall be
applied to total tonnage.  

(2)    All permittees requesting to tip at the Wheelabrator Millbury, Inc. facility must notify
the Board of the truck numbers that will be authorized to tip at this facility. Any changes
to the authorized trucks must be done through the Board of Health office.  
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(3)    Invoices prepared by the Board of Health for reimbursement of charges incurred by the
permittee shall be paid in full to the Town of Northbridge within 30 days of the date of
the invoice to avoid termination of authorization to tip at this facility.    

I.    Indemnification.  

(1)    Permittees shall enter into arrangements for the collection of solid waste and recyclable
materials with individual residents, the municipality, commercial, and industrial
customers of the Town, in which the permittee will be paid directly by the customer.  

(2)    The permittee agrees to indemnify the Town from any loss that may arise from the
improper treatments, storage, or disposal of hazardous wastes collected within the
Town.    

J.    Suspension, modification or revocation of permits. Any solid waste/recyclable collection
permit may be suspended, modified, or revoked by the Board of Health upon receipt of
evidence satisfactory to the Board that the permittee has not conformed to the requirements
of these regulations or such further regulations as may be adopted or to any applicable state
or federal statute, regulations, rule or order regarding transportation or disposal of rubbish.
Appeals of such suspensions, modification or revocations may be directed to the Board of
Health within 10 business days of said suspension, modification, or revocation.  

K.    Severability. Each of these regulations shall be construed as separate to the end that if any
regulation, clause, or phrase thereof, should be held invalid for any reason, the remainder of
the regulations and all other regulations shall continue to be in force.  

L.    Variances. Any request for variance from these regulations must be submitted in writing to
the Board of Health. The Board shall within 21 days of receipt of the request for variance
hold a public hearing, at which time the applicant must demonstrate to the Board, by clear
and convincing evidence, that there will be no adverse effect on the environment of the
public health and safety by the granting of the variance request. All fees associated with the
public hearing shall be paid by the applicant. All decisions rendered by the Board shall be
made in writing and shall be kept on file in the office of the Board of Health.  

M.  Noncriminal disposition method of enforcement. For the purposes of noncriminal disposition
under MGL c. 40, § 21D, and the Northbridge Code of Bylaws § 1-109A, any violation of
any section of these regulations shall be subject to a penalty in the amount of $100 for the
first offense, $200 for the second offense, and $300 for the third and subsequent offenses in
the same calendar year. Each day or portion thereof during which a violation continues shall
constitute a separate offense, and each provision of the chapter, regulations or permit
violated shall constitute a separate offense.  

N.    Effective date. These regulations shall become effective on May 30, 2001.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-7.  Smoking and tobacco products; youth access
regulations.  [Amended 7-11-2001, effective 7-18-2001; 5-29-2002, effective
7-1-2002]  

§ 201-7.  Smoking and tobacco products; youth access regulations.  [Amended 7-11-2001,
effective 7-18-2001; 5-29-2002, effective 7-1-2002]  

A.    Statement of purpose. Whereas there exists conclusive evidence that tobacco smoke causes
cancer, respiratory and cardiac diseases, negative birth outcomes, irritations to the eyes, nose
and throat; and whereas more than 90% of all smokers begin smoking before the age of 18
(See Preventing Tobacco Use Among Young People, Surgeon General's Report, 1994.); and
whereas an estimated 3,000 minors begin smoking every day in the United States (See
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Cancer Facts & Figures - 1993, American Cancer Society); and whereas the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services has concluded that nicotine is as addictive as cocaine or
heroin; and whereas despite state laws prohibiting the sale of tobacco products to minors,
access by minors to tobacco products is a major problem; now, therefore, it is the intention of
the Northbridge Board of Health to curtail the access of tobacco products by minors.  

B.    Authority.  

(1)    This regulation is promulgated pursuant to the authority granted to the Northbridge
Board of Health by MGL c. 111 § 31 that Boards of Health may make reasonable health
regulations.  

(2)    These regulations are to be inserted into the Code of Regulations of the Board of Health
§ 201-7, replacing any and all existing regulations previously adopted by the Board of
Health regarding the sale of tobacco and tobacco products.    

C.    Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

MINOR  -- Any individual who is under the age of 18.   

PERSON  -- A person, employer, employee, retail store manager or owner, or the owner or
operator of any establishment engaged in the sale of tobacco products.   

SELF-SERVICE DISPLAYS  -- Any display of tobacco products which is located such that said
products are accessible to customers without assistance from an employee or store personnel.   

TOBACCO/TOBACCO PRODUCTS  -- Cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, pipe tobacco,
snuff or tobacco in any of its forms   

VENDING MACHINE  -- Any automated or mechanical self service device, which upon
insertion of money, tokens or any other form of payment, dispenses cigarettes or any other
tobacco product.   

D.    Permit required.  

(1)    No person or entity shall sell or otherwise distribute tobacco products within the Town
of Northbridge without first obtaining a tobacco sales permit issued annually by the
Northbridge Board of Health.  

(2)    The fee for a tobacco sales permit shall be determined by the Northbridge Board of
Health. All such permits shall be renewed annually on July 1.  

(3)    Each applicant is required to provide proof of a current tobacco sales license issued by
the Massachusetts Department of Revenue before a tobacco sales permit can be issued.  

(4)    As part of the application process, the applicant will be provided with the Northbridge
Board of Health regulation. Each applicant is required to sign a statement declaring that
the applicant has read said regulation and that the applicant is responsible for instructing
any and all employees who will be responsible for tobacco sales regarding both state
laws regarding the sale of tobacco and this regulation.  

(5)    No tobacco sales permit holder shall allow any employee to sell cigarettes or other
tobacco products until such employee reads this regulation and state laws regarding the
sale of tobacco and signs a statement, a copy of which will be placed on file in the office
of the employer, that he/she has read the regulations and applicable state laws.  

(6)    A separate permit is needed for each retail establishment selling tobacco.  

(7)    The tobacco sales permit shall be displayed on the premises in a conspicuous location.  

(8)    A tobacco sales permit is nontransferable, except a new permit will be issued to a
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retailer who changes location.  

(9)    Issuance of a tobacco sales permit shall be conditioned on an applicant's consent to
unannounced, periodic inspections of his/her retail establishment to ensure compliance
with this regulation.    

E.    Posting state law.  

(1)    In conformance with and in addition to Massachusetts General Law, c. 270, § 7, a copy
of Massachusetts General Laws, c. 270, § 6, shall be posted conspicuously by the owner
or other person in charge thereof in the shop or other place used to sell tobacco products
at retail. The notice shall be provided by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health
and made available from the Northbridge Board of Health. Such notice shall be at least
48 square inches and shall be posted at the cash register which receives the greatest
volume of tobacco product sales in such a manner so that it may be readily seen by a
person standing at or approaching the cash register. Such notice shall directly face the
purchaser and shall not be obstructed from view or placed at a height of less than four
feet or greater than nine feet from the floor. For all other cash registers that sell tobacco
products, a notice shall be attached which is no smaller than nine square inches, which is
the size of the sign provided by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. Such
notice must be posted in a manner so that it may be readily seen by a person standing at
or approaching the cash register. Such notice shall directly face the purchaser and shall
not be obstructed from view or placed at a height of no less than four feet or more than
nine feet from the floor.  

(2)    Signs shall be provided by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health and be
available from the Northbridge Board of Health.    

F.    Sales to minors prohibited.  

(1)    No person shall sell tobacco products or permit tobacco products to be sold to a minor
or, not being the minor's parent or guardian, give tobacco products to a minor.  

(2)    Each retailer shall verify, by means of government-issued photographic identification
containing the bearer's date of birth, that the purchaser is 18 years of age or older. No
such verification is required for any person over the age of 26.  

(3)    Each vendor shall each day display prominently the date and year with the explicit
provision that anyone born after that day may not legally purchase tobacco products.    

G.    Free distribution.  

(1)    No person shall distribute tobacco products substantially reduced in price from the
prevailing average retail price of the particular brand in the Town of Northbridge. No
free or nominal cost tobacco products shall be distributed or sold within the Town of
Northbridge.  

(2)    No person shall distribute any coupon or voucher redeemable for free or nominal cost
tobacco products within the Town of Northbridge.  

(3)    No tobacco sales permit holder shall redeem or honor any coupons or vouchers
redeemable for tobacco or tobacco products with the Town of Northbridge.    

H.    Packaging.  

(1)    The sale or distribution of tobacco products in any form other than original
factory-wrapped package is prohibited.  

(2)    No manufacturer, distributor or retailer may sell or cause to be sold, or distribute or
cause to be distributed any cigarette package that contains fewer than 20 cigarettes.    
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I.    Self-service displays.  

(1)    All self-service displays of tobacco products are prohibited. All humidors, including, but
not limited to, walk-in corridors must be locked.    

J.    Vending machine sales of tobacco products.  

(1)    All tobacco vending machines are prohibited.    

K.    Violations and penalties.  

(1)    The Board of Health, its agent, or designee, may in accordance with MGL c. 40 § 21D
and the Northbridge Code of Bylaws § 1-109A enforce these regulations through the
disposition of noncriminal fines as set forth below:   

(a)  Sale of tobacco products to a minor.   

[1]    In the case of a first offense: a fine of $100 and mandatory appearance before
the Board of Health within 30 days of violation and mandatory merchant
education training.   

[2]    In the case of a second offense within 24 months of the date of the current
violation: a fine of $200 and the tobacco sales permit shall be suspended for a
period of 15 consecutive business days and mandatory appearance before the
Board of Health within 30 days of the violation. [Amended 4-26-2006, effective
7-1-2006]   

[3]    In the case of a third and subsequent offenses within 24 months of the date of
the current violation: a fine of $300 and the tobacco sales permit shall be
suspended for a period of 60 consecutive business days and mandatory
appearance before the Board of Health within 30 days of the violation.
[Amended 4-26-2006, effective 7-1-2006]   

[4]    In the case of a fourth and subsequent offenses within 24 months of the date of
the current violation: a fine of $300 and the tobacco sales permit shall be
suspended for a period of one year and mandatory appearance before the Board
of Health within 30 days of the violation. [Added 4-26-2006, effective
7-1-2006]   

[5]    Renewal of tobacco sales permit after a fourth or subsequent offense of these
regulations shall be at the discretion of the Board of Health. [Added 4-26-2006,
effective 7-1-2006]     

(b)  All other provisions of these regulations shall be punishable by a fine of $50 for the
first offense; $100 for the second offense within 12 months of the date of the current
violation; and $150 for third and subsequent offenses within 12 months of the date
of the current violation.    

(2)    Each day or portion thereof during which a violation continues shall constitute a
separate offense, and each provision of the chapter, regulations or permit violated shall
constitute a separate offense.  

(3)    The Board of Health may, at its discretion, file criminal complaints for violations of this
regulation. Said complaints shall be filed with the District Court.    

L.    Suspension of permit.  

(1)    The Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge shall provide written notice to the
permit holder of the intent to suspend a permit for the sale of tobacco products. The
notice shall contain the reasons for the suspension and establish a date and time for a
hearing. The date of the hearing shall be no earlier than seven business days and no later
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than 30 business days after the date of said notice. The permit holder shall have an
opportunity to be heard at such hearing and shall be notified of the Board's decision and
reasons in writing.  

(2)    The Board of Health, after a hearing, may suspend the tobacco sales permit.  

(3)    All tobacco products shall be removed from display upon a suspension of the tobacco
sales permit. Removal from display shall be accomplished by conducting an inventory
of all tobacco products in the presence of a representative from the Board of Health and
placing all tobacco products in a package and then sealing that package. Placement of all
sealed packages shall be in a storage area not located within the viewing area of the
store. [Amended 4-26-2006, effective 7-1-2006]  

(4)    When the suspension has been fulfilled, the holder of the permit shall, in the presence of
a representative from the Board of Health, inventory all tobacco products prior to
restocking. [Added 4-26-2006, effective 7-1-2006]  

(5)    The establishment shall post a sign supplied by the Board of Health at all customer
entrances and at all points of sale, which notify the public that the store is prohibited
from selling tobacco products until further notice. [Added 4-26-2006, effective
7-1-2006]  

(6)    Any sale of tobacco products during the suspension period or failure to remove tobacco
products from display in accordance with this regulation shall result in an additional
period of suspension of the tobacco sales permit for a period of time equal to the permit
suspension period currently assessed against the establishment. A mandatory hearing
before the Board is necessary for reapplication, with the ultimate decision of issuance of
such permit at the sole discretion of the Board of Health. [Added 4-26-2006, effective
7-1-2006]  

(7)    Any permit holder who does not pay the assessed fine within 21 days from fine issuance
may be subject to criminal proceedings. [Added 4-26-2006, effective 7-1-2006]    

M.  Enforcement. Enforcement of this regulation shall be implemented by the Board of Health of
the Town of Northbridge or its designated agent(s). [Amended 4-26-2006, effective
7-1-2006]  

N.    Severability. Each of these regulations shall be construed as separate to the end that if any
regulation or sentence, clause or phrase thereof shall be held invalid for any reason, the
remainder of that regulation and all other regulations shall continue in full force and effect.  

O.    Effective date. These regulations shall become effective July 1, 2002.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-8.  Funeral directors.  

§ 201-8.  Funeral directors.  

A.    No person shall be licensed by the Board of Health as a funeral director in the Town of
Northbridge unless certified by the Board of Registration in Embalming and Funeral
Directing before May 1 of each year.  

B.    All funeral director licenses shall expire on April 30 of each year.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-9.  Massage.  
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§ 201-9.  Massage.  

A.    Application for massage therapy establishment license.  

(1)    Every applicant for a license to maintain, operate or conduct a massage therapy
establishment shall file an application under oath with the Northbridge Board of Health
upon a form provided by that Board and include an application fee (see § 201-15, Fee
Schedule). Each application shall contain but not be limited to the following
information:   

(a)  A definition of the service to be provided.   

(b)  The location, mailing address and all telephone numbers where the business is to be
conducted.   

(c)  The name and residential address and telephone number of each applicant
(hereinafter all provisions which refer to the applicant include an applicant which
may be a corporation or partnership).   

[1]    If the applicant is a corporation, the names, telephone numbers and residential
addresses of each of the officers and directors of said corporation and of each
stockholder owning more than 10% of the stock of the corporation, and the
address of the massage therapy establishment.   

[2]    If applicant is a partnership, the names, telephone numbers and residential
addresses of each of the partners, including limited partners, and the address of
the partnership itself, if different from the address of the massage therapy
establishment.     

(d)  Two previous addresses immediately prior to the present address of the applicant.   

(e)  Name and address of any massage therapy business or establishment owned or
operated by any person whose name is required to be given in Subsection A(1)(c)
wherein the business or profession of massage therapy is carried on.   

(f)  Two portrait photographs of the applicant at least two inches by two inches; if the
applicant is a corporation, two portrait photographs at least two inches by two inches
of all officers and managing agents of said corporation; if the applicant is a
partnership, two front-face portrait photographs at least two inches by two inches in
size of each partner, including a limited partner in said partnership.   

(g)  The business, occupation or employment of the applicant for the three years
immediately preceding the date of application.   

(h)  The massage therapy or similar business license history of the applicant, whether
such person has previously operated in this or another Town or state, has had a
business license revoked or suspended, the reason therefor, and the business activity
or occupation subsequent to such action of suspension or relocation.   

(i)    Written evidence that the individual or partnership applicant is at least 20 years of
age.   

(j)    Individual or partnership applicant's height, weight, eye and hair color and sex.   

(k)  Copies of the applicant's driver's license (if applicable) and social security card.   

(l)    The names, current addresses and written statements of at least three bona fide
residents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, preferably one residing in the
Town of Northbridge, that the applicant is of good moral character. These references
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must be persons other than relatives or business associates.   

(m)  A description of any other business to be operated on the same premises or on
adjoining premises owned, controlled or leased by the applicant.   

(n)  The potential number of employees to be utilized at the establishment.   

(o)  The name and address of each massage therapist who is or will be employed in said
establishment.   

(p)  Written declaration by the applicant, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing
information contained in the application is true and correct, said declaration being
duly dated, signed and notarized in the town.    

(2)    Upon completion of the above and the furnishing of all foregoing information, the Board
of Health shall accept the application for the necessary investigations. The holder of a
massage therapy establishment license shall notify the Board of Health of each change
in any data required to be furnished by this section within 10 days after such change
occurs.  

(3)    An massage therapists hired to work within the establishment must obtain a massage
therapist license from the Northbridge Board of Health.    

B.    Application for massage therapist permit.  

(1)    Every applicant for a license to operate as a massage therapist shall file an application
under oath with the Northbridge Board of Health upon a form provided by that Board
and pay a nonrefundable annual license fee (see § 201-15, Fee Schedule). The
application, once accepted, shall be scrutinized and investigated as to the validity of its
content and its references for a period of 14 days. Each application shall contain but not
be limited to the following information:   

(a)  A definition of services to be provided.   

(b)  Name and residential address and all names, nicknames and aliases by which the
applicant has been known, including the two previous addresses immediately prior
to the present address of the applicant; also the mailing address and all telephone
numbers where applicant can be contacted before, during and after business hours.   

(c)  Name and address of any massage therapy business or establishment owned or
operated by the applicant.   

(d)  Two front-face portrait photographs taken within 30 days of the date of application
and at least two inches by two inches in size.   

(e)  The business, occupation or employment of the applicant for the three years
immediately preceding the date of application.   

(f)  The massage therapy or similar business license history of the applicant, whether
such person has previously operated in this or another Town or state, has had a
business license revoked or suspended, the reason therefor, and the business activity
or occupation subsequent to such action of suspension or revocation.   

(g)  Written evidence that the applicant is at least 20 years of age.   

(h)  Applicant's height, weight, eye and hair color and sex.   

(i)    Copies of applicant's driver's license (if applicable) and social security card.   

(j)    The names, current addresses and written statements of at least two practicing
massage therapists, physical therapists or physicians, preferably one practicing in
Massachusetts, that the applicant is professional, ethical and knowledgeable; the
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names, current addresses and written statements of at least two bona fide residents of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, preferably one residing in the Town of
Northbridge, that the applicant is of good moral character. These references must be
persons other than relatives or business associates.   

(k)  The applicant must furnish the name and address of the approved school of massage
therapy attended, the dates attended and a copy of the diploma or certificate of
graduation awarded the applicant, showing the applicant has completed not less than
200 hours of certified instruction. The course of study must include anatomy and
physiology, pathology and a practical internship under the supervision of a licensed
massage therapist, chiropractor or physician.   

(l)    A description of any additional skills or qualified applications pertaining to the
massage therapy profession, not included in these regulations.   

(m)  A letter signed by a physician licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts must be filed with the Board of Health within seven days of the date
of application. This letter shall state that the applicant was examined by the
certifying physician and that the applicant is free of communicable diseases. The
additional information required by this subsection shall be provided at the applicant's
expense.   

(n)  Applicants shall provide proof of liability insurance in an amount not less than
$1,000,000.   

(o)  Applicants shall provide proof of current membership in a national massage therapy
organization. Such organization shall have standards for membership that include,
but are not limited to, mandatory continuing massage therapy education for all
members.   

(p)  Written declaration by the applicant, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing
information contained in the application is true and correct, said declaration being
duly dated, signed and notarized in the town.    

(2)    Upon completion of the above and the furnishing of all foregoing information, the Board
of Health shall accept the application for the necessary investigations. The holder of a
massage therapist's license shall notify the Board of Health of each change in any data
required to be furnished by this section within 10 days after such change occurs.    

C.    Issuance of license of permit. The Board of Health shall issue a license for a massage therapy
establishment or a permit for a massage therapist after all requirements, terms and conditions,
including the following, have been met and complied with:  

(1)    The correct permit or license fee has been tendered to the Board and, in the case of a
check or bank draft, honored with payment upon presentation.  

(2)    The applicant has not been convicted of an offense involving sexual misconduct.  

(3)    The applicant has not been convicted of an offense involving narcotics, dangerous drugs
or dangerous weapons that amount to a felony. 

  

    The Board may issue a license or permit to any person convicted of any of the
above-mentioned crimes, if it finds that such conviction occurred at least five years
prior to the date of the application and the applicant has had no subsequent felony
convictions of any nature.     

  

(4)    The applicant has not knowingly made any false, misleading or fraudulent statement of
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fact in the permit or license application or in any document required by the Board in
conjunction therewith.  

(5)    The applicant has not had a massage therapy license or other similar permit or license
denied, revoked or suspended by the Town or any other state, city or Town within five
years prior to the date of the application.  

(6)    The applicant, if an individual, or any of the officers and directors, if the applicant is a
corporation, or any of the partners, including limited partners, if the applicant is a
partnership, and the manager or other person principally in charge of the operation of the
business, shall be at least 20 years of age.  

(7)    Adequate arrangements have been made for the separation of the sexes.  

(8)    The applicant has adequate facilities and equipment for conducting a massage
establishment or for the giving of vapor baths.  

(9)    The operation or establishment, as proposed by the applicant, complies with all
applicable laws, including, but not limited to, the state and town's building, zoning and
health regulations.    

D.    Approval or denial of application. The Northbridge Board of Health shall act to approve or
deny an application for a license or permit within a reasonable time, and in no event shall the
Board act to approve or deny said license or permit later than 45 days from the date the
application was received by the Board. Every license issued pursuant to this section will
terminate at the expiration of one year from the date of its issuance unless sooner suspended
or revoked.  

E.    License posting.  

(1)    Every massage therapist working in a licensed massage therapy establishment shall post
the permit required by these rules and regulations in his/her work area.  

(2)    Every massage therapist doing in-home work must carry a copy of the permit on his or
her person at all times. This permit must be shown upon request.  

(3)    Every person, corporation, partnership or association licensed as a massage therapy
establishment under these rules and regulations shall display such license in a prominent
place.  

(4)    Every massage therapist must provide a valid picture identification whenever requested
in regard to the massage therapy permit.    

F.    Operating requirements and restrictions.  

(1)    Every person licensed to practice massage therapy shall thoroughly cleanse his hands by
washing immediately before serving a person.  

(2)    Robes, sheets, blankets and pillowcases, which come into direct contact with the bodies
of patrons, and all towels and napkins shall, after having been used, and before being
used again, be laundered in such a manner as to ensure effective sterilization.  

(3)    All instruments and devices used for direct application to the skin shall be such as can
readily be kept clean. Adequate provisions shall be made for cleaning the same, and it
shall be cleaned before use on any person.  

(4)    No unsanitized part of a percussor, vibrator or other mechanical appliance shall be
applied directly to the skin of the patron; the part of the body being treated shall be
covered with a clean towel, or else the instrument shall be covered in a similar manner.  

(5)    No sponge, stick alum or any other article liable to convey infection shall be used to
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make application directly to the skin or to any cut or wound.  

(6)    No person licensed shall treat any person afflicted with any skin eruption or other
disease unless such person shall have furnished a certificate from a physician to the
effect that the eruption or disease is not of a contagious or transmittable character.  

(7)    No massage therapy establishment or massage therapist granted a license under these
rules and regulations shall place, publish or distribute, or cause to be placed, published
or distributed, any advertisement, picture or statement which is known to be false,
deceptive or misleading in order to induce any person to purchase or utilize any
professional massage therapy services.  

(8)    Every massage therapist or massage therapy establishment licensee must notify the
Board of Health of any changes of address, home or business.    

G.    Facilities necessary. All facilities must meet the requirements of the Northbridge Zoning
Bylaws.EN(46) No license to conduct a massage therapy establishment shall be issued unless
an inspection by the Northbridge Board of Health reveals that the establishment complies
with each of the following requirements:  

(1)    No establishment for the practice of massage therapy shall be open except between the
hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.  

(2)    The licensee or person designated by the licensee of a massage therapy establishment
shall maintain a register of all persons employed at any time as massage therapists and
their permit numbers. Such register shall be available at the massage therapy
establishment to representatives of the Northbridge Board of Health during regular
business hours.  

(3)    Price rates for all services shall be prominently posted in the reception area, in a location
available to all prospective customers.  

(4)    No person shall sell, give, dispense, provide or keep, or cause to be sold, given,
dispensed, provided or kept, any alcoholic beverage on the premises of any massage
therapy business.  

(5)    A massage therapy establishment licensee shall be restricted in the exercise of the
license to the place or places as set forth in the license.  

(6)    No room used by a licensee to conduct the business of massage therapy shall be used as
a bedroom; provided, however, that this section shall not be construed to prevent the
massage of any person or the giving of a vapor bath to any person in his home or in any
hospital or other place for treatment of the sick.  

(7)    When patrons of both sexes are accommodated, adequate arrangements shall be made
for separation of room and facilities used by each sex.  

(8)    Closed cabinets shall be provided and used for the storage of clean linen, towels and
other materials used in connection with massage therapy. Soiled linens, towels or other
materials shall be kept in properly covered containers and cabinets which shall be kept
separate from the clean storage areas.  

(9)    The premises shall have adequate equipment for disinfecting and sterilizing
nondisposable instruments and materials used in massage therapy. Such nondisposable
instruments and materials shall be disinfected after use on each patron.   

(10)  Construction of rooms for toilets, tubs, vapor baths and showers shall be made
waterproof with approved waterproofed materials and shall be installed in accordance
with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Building Code. Plumbing fixtures shall be
installed in accordance with the Commonwealth's Plumbing Code.   
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(11)  All rooms used in the conduct of the business of any person licensed to practice massage
therapy or conducting an establishment for giving vapor baths shall be well lighted and
well ventilated.   

(12)  The room or rooms used by any person licensed to practice massage therapy or to
conduct an establishment for the giving of vapor baths shall be provided with an
adequate supply of running water and an adequate supply of hot water constantly during
hours of business; every such room and all other portions of the massage therapy
establishment, including appliances and equipment, shall be kept clean and operated in a
sanitary condition.   

(13)  Toilet facilities shall be provided in convenient locations. When employees and patrons
of different sexes are on the premises at the same time, separate toilet facilities shall be
provided for each sex. Toilets shall be designated as to the sex accommodated therein.   

(14)  Lavatories or washbasins provided with both hot and cold running water shall be
installed in either the toilet room or a vestibule. Lavatories or washbasins shall be
provided with soap and a dispenser and with sanitary towels.   

(15)  Steam rooms and shower compartments shall have waterproof floors, walls and ceilings
approved by the Board of Health.   

(16)  Floors of wet and dry heat rooms shall be adequately pitched to one or more floor drains
properly connected to the sewer; exceptions: Dry heat rooms with wooden floors need
not be provided with pitched floors or floor drains.   

(17)  A source of hot water must be available within the immediate vicinity of dry and wet
heat rooms to facilitate cleaning.    

H.    Revocation or suspension of massage therapy establishment license. A license issued for a
massage therapy establishment may be revoked or suspended by the Board of Health after
notice and a hearing which will be conducted within 30 days of receipt of the request for said
hearing, for good cause, or in any case where any of the provisions of these rules and
regulations are violated. If it is found that any material statement in the application for a
license is untrue, or any state or local law, ordinance, order, rule, regulation or condition is
violated by the licensee or any employee of the licensee, including a massage therapist at the
licensee's place of business, and the licensee has actual knowledge of the violation, the
license may be suspended or revoked.  

I.    Revocation of massage therapist's permit. A massage therapist's permit issued by the Board
of Health may be revoked or suspended after notice and a hearing which will be conducted
within 30 days of receipt of the request for said hearing.  

J.    Inspection required. In addition to regular inspections by the Board of Health or its agents,
the Chief of Police, or his authorized representatives, shall make inspections of each massage
therapy establishment upon request by the Board of Health for the purposes of determining
that the provisions of these rules and regulations are fully complied with.  

K.    Massage therapy establishment/massage therapist license renewal. A license may be renewed
by a written request to the Board of Health and upon payment of the fee, provided that, if
there are any changes in the information given in the original application, such changes shall
be set forth in the written request for renewal.  

L.    Location of massage therapy establishment; sale, transfer or change of location. The license
for a massage therapy establishment is restricted to the location specified in the application.
Upon sale, transfer or relocation of a massage therapy establishment, the license therefor
shall be null and void, and a full reapplication must be made as provided by these rules and
regulations. However, upon the death or incapacity of a licensee of the massage therapy
establishment, any heir or devisee of a deceased licensee may continue the business of the
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massage therapy establishment for a reasonable period of time, not to exceed 60 days, to
allow for an orderly transfer of the license.  

M.  Name and place of business.  

(1)    No person granted a license pursuant to these rules and regulations shall operate the
massage therapy establishment under any name not specified in his or her license, nor
shall be conduct business under any designation or location not specified in his or her
license.  

(2)    In every case in which any person or establishment does operate under any name other
than that of the licensee, the name of the licensed proprietor or manager shall be
displayed in all signs and advertisements in connection with the trade or commercial
name.    

N.    Operation of certain equipment on massage therapy establishment premises. No licensed
person may operate an X-ray, fluoroscope or similar equipment or radioactive material for
any purpose unless already licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to practice a
profession requiring the use of radiation equipment. No licensed massage therapy
establishment may contain an X-ray, fluoroscope or similar equipment unless this equipment
is operated only by persons properly licensed to practice a profession requiring the use of
such equipment.  

O.    Penalties. Any person who violates any provisions of these regulations shall be punished in
accordance with MGL C. 140, § 53, as amended.  

P.    Exemptions. These rules and regulations shall not apply to the following individuals while
engaged in the personal performance of duties in their respective professions:  

(1)    Physicians, surgeons, osteopaths, chiropractors, occupational therapists, physical
therapists or chiropodists (podiatrists) who are duly licensed to practice their respective
professions in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

(2)    Nurses who are duly registered under the laws of the state.  

(3)    Barbers or apprentices registered under the provisions of MGL C. 112, § 87H or 87I; or
as hairdressers, operators or students under the provisions of MGL C. 112, §§ 87T
through 87W except that this exemption shall apply solely to the massage of the neck,
face, scalp and hair of the customer or client for cosmetic or beautifying purposes.  

(4)    Exceptions in cases of persons licensed by other communities. A person licensed to
practice massage therapy or conduct a massage therapy establishment in any other city
or Town in the commonwealth may, at the request of a licensed physician, attend
patients specified by the physician, in Northbridge. He shall, if requested, submit to the
Board of Health a copy of his license from such other community and written
confirmation of the physician's request, as well as any other requested information.  

(5)    Massage therapy establishment exceptions:   

(a)  Hospitals, nursing homes, convalescent homes and other similar licensed
institutions, where massage therapy and baths may be given, are exempt from the
definition of a massage therapy establishment.   

(b)  A massage therapist hired to work in the office of a professional named in
Subsection P(1) of this section, who will be performing massage therapy only on
those patients directly referred to him/her by the professional, shall not be required
to obtain a massage therapy establishment license. The massage therapist must
obtain a massage therapist license from the Northbridge Board of Health. An initial
inspection must be made to ensure the facility meets the requirements set down by
these regulations.   
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(c)  A massage therapist hired to work in the office of a professional named in
Subsection P(1) of this section, who will be performing massage therapy on patients
referred to him/her by the professional and on clients who are not referred by the
professional, is not exempt from any part of these regulations and shall be required
to obtain a massage establishment license and a massage therapist license.        

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-10.  Wells.  [Amended 10-3-2001, effective 10-10-2001]  

§ 201-10.  Wells.  [Amended 10-3-2001, effective 10-10-2001]  

A.    Purpose and authority. The Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge, to protect the public
health, and acting under the authority of Chapter 111 of the Massachusetts General Laws,
hereby makes the following health regulations. The intent of these regulations is to protect
the quality and quantity of drinking water supplies within the Town of Northbridge. These
regulations are to be inserted into the Code of Regulations of the Board of Health § 201-10,
replacing any and all existing regulations previously adopted by the Board of Health
regarding the construction and/or abandonment of wells, except as to those matters currently
pending. Any condition that existed prior to the effective date of these regulations shall not
be grandfathered or regarded as exempt from these regulations.  

B.    Definitions.  

APPLICANT  -- Any person who intends to have a private well constructed.   

BEDROOM  -- Any room providing privacy, intended primarily for sleeping and consisting of
floor space of no less than 70 square feet, electrical service, ventilation and at least one window.   

BOARD  -- The Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts or its authorized
agent.   

CERTIFIED LABORATORY  -- Any laboratory currently certified by the Department of
Environmental Protection for drinking water. Provisional certification shall also qualify.   

CROSS-CONNECTION  -- Any physical connection or arrangement between two otherwise
separate piping systems, one of which contains potable water and the other, water of unknown or
questionable safety, whereby water may flow from one system to the other, the direction of flow
depending on the pressure differential between the two systems.   

HYDROFRACTURING  -- A process whereby water is pumped under high pressure into a well
to fracture the surrounding rock thereby increasing the well yield.   

POTABLE WATER  -- Water that is tested by a state certified laboratory and satisfies state
drinking water standards for culinary and domestic purposes.   

PRIVATE WELL  -- A water supply well which will not serve either a number of service
connections or a number of individuals sufficient to qualify as a public water system as defined
in 310 CMR 22.02.   

PUMPING TEST  -- A procedure used to determine the characteristics of a well and adjacent
aquifer by installing and operating a pump.   

REGISTERED WELL DRILLER  -- Any person registered with the Department of
Environmental Management/Office of Water Resources to dig or drill wells in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

REQUIRED VOLUME  -- The volume of water necessary to support the household's daily needs
based on number of bedrooms and storage capacity of the drilled well.   
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STATIC WATER LEVEL  -- The level of water in a well under non-pumping conditions.   

C.    Well construction.  

(1)    Pursuant to 313 CMR 3.00, Water Well Diggers and Drillers Registration Regulations,
no person in the business of digging or drilling shall construct a well unless registered
with the Department of Environmental Management -- Office of Water Resources.  

(2)    No person shall drill, dig, or otherwise develop any new well for water or engage in the
destruction of a private well within the Town of Northbridge without first obtaining a
permit issued by the Board of Health. Said permit shall be valid for a one-year period.
Permits may be extended for one additional six-month period, provided that a written
request is received by the Board prior to the one-year expiration date.  

(3)    A plan and application form must be submitted to the Board of Health with required fee.
The plan must be prepared by a registered sanitarian, professional engineer, or other
professional person authorized by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and/or the
Board of Health to prepare such plan, showing, as a minimum, the property owner, the
address, the bounds of the lot, the proposed well, proposed water line, the building(s) to
be served, any subsurface sewage disposal systems and well, both proposed and existing
within 200 feet, and any waste disposal sites within 1,000 feet. The proposed well must
be located on the lot which it serves and must meet these minimum distance
requirements: 

  

    Distance From   Feet     

    Leaching facility   100   

    Leaching reserve area/existing cesspool   100   

    Septic tank   50   

    Any structure or dwelling   20   

    Property line   10   

    Driveway   25   

    Public/private way   25   

    Rights-of-way   15   

    Stable/manure storage   100   

    Storm drain   25   

    Underground storage tank (exception: propane
tanks) [Amended 3-6-2002] 

 200   

    Wetland   50   

    Waste disposal site/landfill   1,000     

  

(4)    All wells shall be constructed in compliance with the recommendations of the latest
edition of the Department of Environmental Protection Private Well Guidelines.  
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(5)    All lines from a well shall be located a minimum of 10 feet from a building sewer
constructed of durable corrosion-resistant material with watertight joints, or 50 feet from
a building sewer constructed of any other type of pipe.  

(6)    Pressure water supply lines shall be installed at least 10 feet from and 18 inches above
any sewer line. Whenever water supply lines must cross sewer lines, both pipes shall be
pressure-tested to assure watertightness.  

(7)    The Board reserves the right to impose minimum lateral distance requirements from
other potential sources of contamination not listed above or to increase the above
distances when the Board deems it necessary. All such special well location
requirements shall be listed, in writing, as a condition of the well construction permit.  

(8)    A well from which the water is not intended for human or animal consumption or for the
irrigation of foods or food ingredients must meet the same requirements as a drinking
water well.  

(9)    The Board of Health may refuse to issue a permit if it deems that the location of the
proposed well will unreasonably interfere with the probable future installation or repair
of a septic system on a neighboring lot of land, or for any reason which may be contrary
to sound public health policy as determined by the Board of Health.   

(10)  No person shall allow the connection of any building, or other facility, to the municipal
water supply and to a private water supply concurrently. Such constitutes a
cross-connection and is prohibited.   

(11)  When the Board of Health determines that the supply of potable water from privately
operated wells may be jeopardized with respect to drinking water quality and/or supply
due to prolonged drought and potentially affect the health of those using such wells, the
use of private wells for irrigation purposes may be prohibited until such time as the
Board determines.   

(12)  The Board of Health may require the connection to a municipal water line, where
available, when it determines that the supply of potable water from a private well may
be jeopardized with respect to drinking water quality and the potential health effects to
those using said well.    

D.    Water quality.  

(1)    Before use or, in the case of new construction, before the issuance of a building permit,
the well water must be tested by a laboratory that is certified by the Department of
Environmental Protection to test drinking water for the parameters analyzed. All
analyses shall be performed in accordance with US EPA methods for drinking water
analysis.  

(2)    The laboratory performing the testing must collect such samples. Written proof of the
individual's certification must be supplied to the Board of Health upon request. The
original results of the water quality tests, chain of custody, and verification of the
laboratory's certification for the parameters analyzed must be submitted directly to the
Board of Health within two weeks of sampling. In no event shall a water treatment
device be installed prior to sampling.  

(3)    If the initial test did not pass and a filter or other treatment system is necessary, a second
representative sample for laboratory analysis must be collected in accordance with
Subsection D(2) above after the treatment system is installed. The second sample shall
be retested for all failed parameters, plus any other parameters deemed necessary by the
Board. A laboratory report indicating all test results meet EPA drinking water standards
must be submitted to the Board prior to issuing a certificate of occupancy.  
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(4)    The following parameters shall be tested:   

(a)  Total bacteria.   

(b)  Coliform bacteria.   

(c)  Turbidity.   

(d)  Inorganic compounds:   

[1]    Antimony.   

[2]    Arsenic.   

[3]    Barium.   

[4]    Beryllium.   

[5]    Cadmium.   

[6]    Chromium.   

[7]    Copper.   

[8]    Cyanide.   

[9]    Flouride.   

[10]  Lead.   

[11]  Mercury.   

[12]  Nitrate.   

[13]  Nitrite.   

[14]  Selenium.   

[15]  Sodium.   

[16]  Thallium.     

(e)  Volatile organic compounds (VOC's) (using EPA method 524.2).   

(f)  Radon. [Amended 3-6-2002]   

(g)  Secondary standards for drinking water:   

[1]    Aluminum.   

[2]    Chloride.   

[3]    Color.   

[4]    Copper.   

[5]    Flouride.   

[6]    Iron.   

[7]    Manganese.   

[8]    Odor.   

[9]    Ph.   

[10]  Silver.   
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[11]  Sulfate.   

[12]  Total dissolved solids.   

[13]  Zinc. 

  

    NOTES:     

    1.   High concentrations of nitrate, chloride, and ammonia could indicate that well
is drawing in septic effluent. Further testing of VOC's may be requested by the
Board of Health.   

    2.   High concentrations of iron, manganese, total dissolved solids, nitrogen (as
ammonia or nitrate) and hardness could indicate that well is drawing in landfill
leachate. Further testing of regulated and unregulated VOC's may be requested
by the Board of Health.     

     

(h)  Hardness. [Added 3-6-2002]    

(5)    The Board of Health may require that any well drilled within 500 feet of a landfill, waste
site, or 21E site, may be required to conduct water quality analysis of synthetic organic
chemicals (SOC's).  

(6)    The US EPA Drinking Water Standards for Primary and Secondary Drinking Water
Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL's) shall be used as the guidelines for private water
supplies.  

(7)    All costs and laboratory arrangements for collections of water samples and testing are
the responsibility of the applicant.    

E.    Water Supply Certificate.  

(1)    The issuance of a Water Supply Certificate by the Board shall certify that the private
well may be used as a drinking water supply. A Water Supply Certificate must be issued
for the use of a private well prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit for an existing
structure or prior to the issuance of a building permit for new construction which is to be
served by the well.  

(2)    The following shall be submitted to the Board of Health to obtain a Water Supply
Certificate:   

(a)  A well construction permit.   

(b)  A copy of the Water Well Completion Report as required by the DEM Office of
Water Resources (313 CMR 3.00).   

(c)  A copy of the Pumping Test Report required pursuant to Subsection F of these
regulations.   

(d)  A copy of the Water Quality Report required pursuant to Subsection D of these
regulations.    

(3)    Upon the receipt and review of the above documents, the Board shall make a final
decision on the application for a Water Supply Certificate. A final decision shall be in
writing and shall comprise of one of the following actions:   

(a)  Issue a Water Supply Certificate.   
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(b)  Deny the applicant a Water Supply Certificate and specify the reasons for the denial.   

(c)  Issue a conditional Water Supply Certificate with those conditions which the Board
deems necessary to ensure fitness, purity and quantity of the water derived from that
private well. Said conditions may include but not be limited to requiring treatment or
additional testing of the water.      

F.    Water quantity.  

(1)    A completed Department of Environmental Management Well Completion Report shall
be submitted to the Board of Health by the driller within 30 days of drilling the well.  

(2)    In order to demonstrate the capacity of the well to provide the required volume of water,
a pump test shall be conducted.  

(3)    Required volume shall be calculated by adding volume of water and storage capacity as
defined below:   

(a)  Volume of Water = (Number of bedrooms +1) x (110 gallons/BR) x (safety factor of
2) = Number of Gallons Needed Daily   

(b)  Storage Capacity of Well = Calculated using the measured static water level and the
depth and radius of the drill hole or casing. (See Table 1 below.) 

   

   
 Table 1 

Gallons of Water per Foot of Depth for Various Casing or Hole Diameters   

    Gallons of Water   

   

 Diameter of
Well Casing
in Inches  

 Per Foot
of Water

Depth  

P
e
r
1
0
0

F
e
e
t
o
f
W
a
t
e
r
D
e
p
t
h
  

 Diameter of
Well in Feet  

 Gallons of Water per Foot of
Water Depth     
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 Table 1 

Gallons of Water per Foot of Depth for Various Casing or Hole Diameters   

    Gallons of Water   

   

 Diameter of
Well Casing
in Inches  

 Per Foot
of Water

Depth  

P
e
r
1
0
0

F
e
e
t
o
f
W
a
t
e
r
D
e
p
t
h
  

 Diameter of
Well in Feet  

 Gallons of Water per Foot of
Water Depth     

    1 1/2   0.092  
9
.
2
  

 2   23.5   

    2   0.163  
1
6
.
3
  

 3   52.9   

    3   0.367  
3
6
.
7
  

 4   94.0   

    4   0.653  
6
5
.
3
  

 5   146.9   
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 Table 1 

Gallons of Water per Foot of Depth for Various Casing or Hole Diameters   

    Gallons of Water   

   

 Diameter of
Well Casing
in Inches  

 Per Foot
of Water

Depth  

P
e
r
1
0
0

F
e
e
t
o
f
W
a
t
e
r
D
e
p
t
h
  

 Diameter of
Well in Feet  

 Gallons of Water per Foot of
Water Depth     

    5   1.020  
1
0
2
.
0
  

 6   211.5   

    6   1.469  
1
4
6
.
9
  

 7   287.9   

    8   2.611  
2
6
1
.
1
  

 8   376.0   
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 Table 1 

Gallons of Water per Foot of Depth for Various Casing or Hole Diameters   

    Gallons of Water   

   

 Diameter of
Well Casing
in Inches  

 Per Foot
of Water

Depth  

P
e
r
1
0
0

F
e
e
t
o
f
W
a
t
e
r
D
e
p
t
h
  

 Diameter of
Well in Feet  

 Gallons of Water per Foot of
Water Depth     

    10   4.080  
4
0
8
.
0
  

 9   475.9   

    12   5.876  
5
8
7
.
6
  

 10   587.6     

 

   

    Example: For a four-bedroom house with a well that is six inches in diameter and
contains 100 feet of standing water:   

    Volume of Water = (4 bedrooms +1 bedroom) = (5 bedrooms) x (110 gallons per
bedroom) x (2) = 1,100 gallons needed daily   
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    Storage Capacity = Volume of 6-inch well is 1.47 gallons for every foot of length;
therefore: (100 feet of standing water) x (1.47 gallons/foot) = 147 gallons.   

    Required Volume = 1100 gallons + 147 gallons = 1,247 gallons that must be
pumped from the well in 24 hours or less to demonstrate suitable capacity.     

    

(4)    All wells shall be tested in the following manner:   

(a)  The well will be pumped at whatever rate is desired.   

(b)  Following the pump test the water level in the well must be shown to recover to
within 85% of the prepumped static water level within a twenty-four-hour period.   

(c)  If the well fails to yield the required volume within a twenty-four-hour period or if
the water level in the well fails to recover to within 85% of the prepumped static
water level within the twenty-four-hour period, the well shall be redeveloped,
hydrofractured and/or deepened. Another pump test shall be conducted.   

(d)  The results of the pump test shall be recorded and certified by the well driller on a
form approved by the Board of Health and submitted to the Board of Health within
30 days of the test.    

(5)    The results of the pump test and water quality test must be received and reviewed by the
Board of Health prior to use of the water supply.  

(6)    The well must be capable of producing an amount greater than .5 gpm. 

   

   

 Table 2 
Flow Volumes in Gallons per Minute and Corresponding Flow Volumes in

Gallons per Day   

    Flow Volume (gpm)   Flow Volume (gpd)     

    0.3   432   

    0.4   576   

    0.5   720   

    0.6   864   

    0.7   1008   

    0.8   1152   

    0.9   1296   

    1.0   1440   

    1.5   2160   

    2.0   2880   

    2.5   3600   

    3.0   4320   
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 Table 2 
Flow Volumes in Gallons per Minute and Corresponding Flow Volumes in

Gallons per Day   

    Flow Volume (gpm)   Flow Volume (gpd)     

    3.5   5040   

    4.0   5760   

    4.5   6480   

    5.0   7200     

    

G.    Abandonment of wells.  

(1)    All abandoned private water supply wells, test holes, and dry or inadequate borings
associated with private well installation and not used for water quality monitoring shall
be plugged in a manner that will permanently prevent vertical movement of water within
the borehole, the well, and the annular space between the well casing and the wall of the
boring.  

(2)    No person shall engage in the business of destruction of private wells within the Town
unless registered as a well driller/digger with the Department of Environmental
Management -- Office of Water Resources, pursuant to 313 CMR 3.00.  

(3)    The destruction or abandonment of a well shall be done in compliance with the
recommendations of the latest edition of the Department of Environmental Protection
Private Well Guidelines.  

(4)    No person shall allow a well to be left uncovered or in an unsafe condition.    

H.    Variances. The Board of Health may vary the application of any provision of these
regulations to any particular case when in its opinion the enforcement thereof would manifest
an injustice, provided that the decision of the Board of Health shall not conflict with the
spirit of these regulations and the applicant has proven that the same degree of public health
and environmental protection can be achieved without strict application of a particular
provision(s). The applicant for any variance shall pay for any advertising and/or mailings
required for processing the variance.  

I.    Enforcement and penalties.  

(1)    Any member of the Board of Health or its agents, or other person designated by the
Board of Health, may enforce this section. Any violation of this regulation, of the
regulations of the Department of Environmental Protection or of the Laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts by the permittee shall be grounds for suspension,
modification, or revocation of the permit.  

(2)    Criminal complaint. Whoever violates any provision of these rules and regulations may
be penalized by complaint brought in the District Court or Housing Court. Each day on
which a violation exists shall be deemed to be a separate offense.  

(3)    Noncriminal complaint.   

(a)  Under MGL c. 40, § 21D, and the Northbridge Code of Bylaws § 1-109A, any
person who violates any provision of these rules and regulations as adopted by the
Board of Health pursuant to MGL c. 111, § 31A, shall be subject to a penalty in the
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amount of:   

[1]    First offense: $25.   

[2]    Second offense: $50.   

[3]    Third and subsequent offenses in a calendar year: $150.     

(b)  Each day or portion thereof during which a violation continues shall constitute a
separate offense, and each provision of the chapter or regulation violated shall
constitute a separate offense.    

(4)    Enforcing persons: Northbridge Board of Health, its agents or its designee.    

J.    Severability. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of these regulations
shall be declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, that decision shall not affect any other
portion of these regulations, which shall remain in full force and effect, and to the end the
provisions of this Code are hereby declared separable.  

K.    Fees.  

(1)    The fee for installing a well shall be set by the Board (see § 201-15, Fee Schedule).  

(2)    The fee for abandoning a well shall be set by the Board (see § 201-15, Fee Schedule).    

L.    Effective date. These regulations were adopted by vote of the Northbridge, Massachusetts
Board of Health, at their regularly scheduled meeting held on October 3, 2001, and are to be
in full force and effect on and after October 10, 2001. Before said date, these regulations
shall be published and a copy thereof be placed on file in the Board of Health Offices and
filed with the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Wastewater Management
(formerly Division of Water Pollution Control) in Boston. These regulations or any portions
thereof may be amended, supplemented or repealed from time to time by the Board, with
notice as provided by law, on its own motion or by petition.  

M.  Disclaimer. The issuance of a well permit shall not be construed as a guarantee by the Board
or its agents that the water system will function satisfactorily nor that the water supply will
be of sufficient quality or quantity for its intended use.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-11.  Stables.  

§ 201-11.  Stables.  

A.    No person, firm or corporation owning or responsible for the custody of a horse shall, within
the limits of this town, for the purpose of stabling such animal, use or occupy any building,
shed or other structure which does not conform to the requirements of these regulations, nor
unless a permit therefor is first secured and the provisions of these regulations are fully
complied with.  

B.    Applications for all permits required by these regulations shall be made to the Board of
Health. Each application shall state the name of the applicant and the location of the premises
to be used, and each application shall specify the area and the location of the premises for
which a permit is requested and shall specify the number of horses which are to be kept
therein. Such permits shall cover only one location, which shall be stated therein. Each
application shall also contain such additional information as may be required by the Board
for its guidance in issuing the permit applied for.  

C.    Forms for all permits and applications therefor shall be prepared and kept on file by the
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Board of Health. The Board shall issue all such permits.  

D.    All permits shall expire on March 31 of each year but may be renewed annually on
application, provided that the applicant is then qualified to receive a permit and the premises
for which a renewal is sought are suitable for such purpose.  

E.    No person shall keep a horse on land containing less than one acre. All persons shall be
limited to a maximum of three horses in areas up to three acres. Additional horses may be
kept by application to the Board of Health.  

F.    No person shall erect, occupy or use for a stable any building in the Town of Northbridge
unless such use is approved by the Board of Health. Each stall shall contain a minimum of
100 square feet for the first animal and at least 60 additional square feet for each additional
animal.  

G.    Any person who proposes to remodel a building or a portion thereof which is being used as a
stable or who proposes to construct a new building which is to be used in whole or in part as
a stable shall, prior to such remodeling, renovation or constructing, submit plans in duplicate
to the Board of Health for approval. Such construction must begin within 90 days of date of
approval.  

H.    All premises used for the keeping or stabling of horses shall be adequately fenced so as to
prevent the escape of the horses therefrom.  

I.    No such permit shall be issued which would involve a violation of the zoning or protective
bylaw of the town.  

J.    Sanitary requirements.  

(1)    Each stable shall be furnished with an adequate and safe water supply, both for feeding
and cleaning purposes.  

(2)    Each stall in the stable shall be provided with adequate drainage so as to remain dry and
clean, in a manner satisfactory to the Board of Health.  

(3)    Bedding shall consist of straw, hay or like substances but shall not contain in whole or
in part any wool waste.  

(4)    All manure must be removed from the stalls at least once each day and not allowed to
accumulate in corrals or other areas on the property.  

(5)    Provisions should be made for the disposal of manure with sufficient frequency and in
such a manner as to be satisfactory to the Board of Health and in such a manner as to
prevent the creation of objectionable conditions.  

(6)    Location of manure pits must be approved by the Board of Health.  

(7)    In fly-breeding seasons, manure shall be periodically treated with chemicals for fly
control. Any chemical approved by the United States Department of Agriculture shall
suffice.  

(8)    Floors shall consist of any material acceptable to the Board of Health, such as a thin
layer of sand and clay over a gravel base or crushed stone.  

(9)    For ventilation purposes, each stable shall have an effective window area of at least 10%
of the total floor area.   

(10)  Each stable shall be located on land with good drainage and not susceptible to flooding.   

(11)  Each stable shall be at least 50 feet away from any swamp, stream or pond and at least a
minimum of 100 feet from any occupied abutting dwelling and must otherwise comply
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with zoning regulations.   

(12)  Permit cost shall be set by the Board (see § 201-15, Fee Schedule).      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-12.  Swimming pools and hot tubs 

§ 201-12.  Swimming pools and hot tubs 

105 CMR 445.000, Minimum Standards for Bathing Beaches, as most recently amended, is
hereby adopted as a local regulation for the Town of Northbridge.  

A.    105 CMR 435.000, Minimum Standards for Swimming Pools, as most recently amended, is
hereby adopted as a local regulation for the Town of Northbridge.  

B.    Hot tubs and pools shall be inspected a minimum of four times per year. [Amended
7-11-2001, effective 7-18-2001]  

C.    Hot tub permits shall expire March 31 of each year.  

D.    Pool permits shall expire December 31 of each year. [Amended 7-11-2001, effective
7-18-2001]    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-13.  Bathing beaches. 

§ 201-13.  Bathing beaches. 

105 CMR 445.000, Minimum Standards for Bathing Beaches, as most recently amended, is
hereby adopted as a local regulation for the Town of Northbridge.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-14.  Tanning facilities.  

§ 201-14.  Tanning facilities.  

A.    105 CMR 123.000, Tanning Facilities, as most recently amended, is hereby adopted as a
local regulation for the Town of Northbridge.  

B.    All tanning facilities shall be inspected twice yearly.  

C.    All tanning facility permits shall expire on December 31.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-15.  Fee schedule.  [Amended 6-15-1999, effective
7-1-1999; 12-14-1999, effective 12-14-1999; 7-11-2001, effective 7-18-2001;
7-31-2002, effective 9-1-2002; 5-7-2003, effective 7-1-2003; 8-3-2005; 6-17-2008,
effective 7-1-2008] 

§ 201-15.  Fee schedule.  [Amended 6-15-1999, effective 7-1-1999; 12-14-1999, effective
12-14-1999; 7-11-2001, effective 7-18-2001; 7-31-2002, effective 9-1-2002; 5-7-2003, effective
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7-1-2003; 8-3-2005; 6-17-2008, effective 7-1-2008] 

The following shall be the fee schedule for permits, applications and services for the Board of
Health: 

  

 Board of Health Fee Schedule   

 Type   Fee     

 Food-service establishments:       

    0 to 75 seats   $150   

    76 to 149 seats   $200   

    Over 150+ seats 
For nursing home facilities, seats shall equal beds.)  

 $300   

 Banquet facility/hall   $100   

 Residential kitchen   $125   

 Retail food only   $150   

 Retail (less than 5 registers) add:   $300   

 Food service with retail food   $225   

 Retail food with food service   $225   

 Retail Food Limited 
(prepackaged food not requiring refrigeration, excluding soft drinks,
occupying less than 50 square feet of retail space)  

 $100   

 Caterer   $125   

 Caterer (with food service establishment) add:   $50   

 Mobile food/seasonal   $100   

 One day/temporary   $25   

 One day/temporary (nonprofit)   N/C   

 One day/temporary late charge   $10   

 Frozen dessert machines   $65 per plant   

 Food service/retail food reinspection      

 Fees for noncompliance:      

    1st reinspection   $--   

    2nd reinspection   $50   

    3rd reinspection   Equal to permit fee   
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 Board of Health Fee Schedule   

 Type   Fee     

    4th reinspection   Revocation of permit;
establishment must
reapply for permit   

 Food Establishment Plan review      

    0- 2,000 square feet   $100   

    2,001 - 5,000 square feet   $200   

    5,001 - 10,000 square feet   $350   

    Over 10,000 square feet   $600   

 Funeral directors   $100   

 Hot tub permit   $100   

 Housing:      

    Inspection for certification   $75   

    Reinspection after compliance period   $50 per inspection   

 Massage establishment   $150   

 Massage practitioner   $100   

 Public pool permit   $100   

 Bathing beach permit   $30   

 Stable permit, private   $50   

 Stable permit, public   $100   

 Tanning facility   $100   

 Tobacco permit   $100   

 Trash hauler permit   $200   

 Construction and demolition dumpster   $150 annual   

    $25 temporary   

 Well construction permit   $100   

 Well destruction permit   $50   

 Septage hauler permit   $200   

 Body art establishment   $200   

 Body art practitioner   $100   
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 Board of Health Fee Schedule   

 Type   Fee     

 Recreational camps for children   $100 1st week   

    +$30 each additional
week   

 Disposal works installer      

    Annual license fee   $150   

    Minimum renewal fee   $25   

    Testing fee   $75   

 Percolation/deep-hole soils evaluation   $375 new construction 
$275 repair   

 Percolation test only   $175   

 Deep-hole soils evaluation only   $250   

 Single percolation test   $125   

 Single deep-hole soils evaluation   $125   

 Plan review (first 2)   $200   

 Plan review (third and subsequent reviews)   $75 each review   

 Septic inspections   $300   

 Retaining wall/clay barrier inspection   $75   

 Percolation/plan review extension review   $100   

 Subdivision review   Hourly rate + 20%   

    Minimum fee = $300   

 Commercial testing, per site   $450     

  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-16.  Severability. 

§ 201-16.  Severability. 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of these rules and regulations is held invalid
or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate
and distinct provision, and such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
these regulations which shall remain in full force and effect, and to this end the provisions of
these rules and regulations are hereby declared severable.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-17.  Noncriminal disposition.  [Amended 6-15-1999,
effective 7-1-1999] 

§ 201-17.  Noncriminal disposition.  [Amended 6-15-1999, effective 7-1-1999] 

For purposes of noncriminal disposition under MGL C. 40, § 21D, and the Northbridge Code of
Bylaws § 1-109A, any person who violates any regulation adopted by the Board of Health
pursuant to MGL C. 111, § 31A, if not otherwise specified, shall be subject to a penalty in the
amount of $100 for the first offense, $200 for the second offense, and $300 for the third and all
subsequent offenses in the same calendar year. Each day or portion thereof during which a
violation continues shall constitute a separate offense, and each provision of the chapter,
regulations or permit violated shall constitute a separate offense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-18.  Trash collection; contractors; dumpster regulations.
[Added 11-24-1998; amended 9-5-2001, effective 9-12-2001]  

§ 201-18.  Trash collection; contractors; dumpster regulations.  [Added 11-24-1998;
amended 9-5-2001, effective 9-12-2001]  

A.    Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION (C & D) DUMPSTER  -- Any container used solely
for the collection of construction, demolition and remodeling waste. [Added 9-5-2001, effective
9-12-2001]   

CONTRACTOR  -- The company or firm which is the owner of the dumpster.   

DUMPSTER  -- Any container used for the collection of garbage, offal or other offensive
substances with a minimum capacity of 1.5 cubic yards.   

TEMPORARY  -- A period of time no greater than 30 days. [Added 9-5-2001, effective
9-12-2001]   

B.    Regulations.  

(1)    Any contractor that operates or supplies a dumpster or trash collection service shall be
required to obtain a permit from the Board of Health in accordance with § 201-6 of the
Regulations of the Town of Northbridge Board of Health and MGL c. 111, § 31A.
Exception: Contractors who supply dumpster services solely for the purpose of the
collection of construction, demolition and remodeling waste need not comply with
§ 201-6. [Amended 9-5-2001, effective 9-12-2001]   

(a)  C & D dumpster contractors shall be required to obtain a dumpster permit from the
Board of Health office. Application for C & D dumpster permit shall include name
and address of owner, location of dumpster on property, and name, address, and
phone number of the owner of the dumpster.   

(b)  The fee for a temporary C & D dumpster permit shall be set by the Board. Said
permit may be renewed for an additional 30 days upon application and payment of
an additional fee. (See § 201-15, Fee Schedule.)   

(c)  An annual C & D dumpster permit may be issued by the Board for large projects that
may be ongoing (i.e., subdivision construction) or whose completion will not occur
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within a six-month period of time.   

(d)  The fee for an annual C & D dumpster permit shall be set by the Board. Said permit
may be renewed annually at the close of the calendar year that the permit was issued
upon application to the Board and payment of a renewal fee. (See § 201-15, Fee
Schedule.)   

(e)  There shall be no commingling of household waste with C & D waste.   

(f)  All other regulations outlined in this chapter shall apply to C & D dumpsters.    

(2)    The contractor's name and business telephone number shall be conspicuously displayed
on the dumpster.  

(3)    The property owner or authorized agent of the premises utilizing the collection service
shall assure that each dumpster is of sufficient size and capacity to prevent overflowing.  

(4)    Each dumpster must be situated so as not to obstruct the view of flowing traffic.  

(5)    All dumpsters must be secure, free from tipping, in good working order and shall be
capable of being closed. Exception: Dumpsters used for the disposal of demolition,
construction or remodeling wastes may have open tops.  

(6)    It shall be the responsibility of the property owner or agent being serviced to maintain
the dumpster area free of odors, scattered debris, overflowing and all other nuisances.  

(7)    The contractor shall have the dumpster deodorized and/or sanitized as necessary or as
ordered by the Board of Health.  

(8)    A contractor shall not leave an uncontracted dumpster or container at a property. Said
container must be removed within 72 hours after termination of service.  

(9)    The Board of Health, when deemed necessary, may require that a dumpster site be
enclosed or screened by the property owner or authorized agent.   

(10)  All garbage and kitchen waste must be placed in plastic bags and tied closed before
placement in dumpster.   

(11)  These regulations apply to all dumpsters in the Town of Northbridge whether for
residential, commercial or industrial use.    

C.    Violations of these rules and regulations.  

(1)    Suspension of licenses. Any refuse collection license may be suspended or revised by
the Board of Health upon receipt of evidence satisfactory to the Board that the licensee
has not conformed with the requirements of these regulations or such further regulations
as may be adopted for the collection and disposal of refuse or upon recommendation of
the Board of Health.  

(2)    Violations. Violations of these regulations shall be punishable by a fine of $25 per
violation. Each day shall constitute a new violation.    

D.    Severability. Each of these regulations shall be construed as separate to the end that if any
regulation or sentence, clause or phrase thereof shall be held invalid for any reason, the
remainder of that regulation and all other regulations shall continue in force.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-19.  Environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) regulations.
[Added 7-25-2000, effective 3-1-2001]  
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§ 201-19.  Environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) regulations.  [Added 7-25-2000, effective
3-1-2001]  

A.    Statement of purpose. Whereas conclusive evidence exists that tobacco smoke causes cancer
(U.S. Surgeon General, 1986), respiratory and cardiac diseases, negative birth outcomes,
irritations to the eyes, nose and throat; and whereas the harmful effects of tobacco smoke are
not confined to smokers but also cause severe discomfort and illness to nonsmokers; now,
therefore, the Town of Northbridge recognizes the right of those who wish to breathe
smoke-free air and recognizes that the need to breathe smoke-free air shall have priority over
the desire to smoke and establishes this regulation to protect and improve the public health
and welfare by prohibiting smoking in certain public places.  

B.    Authority. This regulation is promulgated under the authority granted to the Northbridge
Board of Health under MGL c. 111, § 31 that "Boards of health may make reasonable health
regulations."  

C.    Definitions. For the purposes of this regulation, the following definitions shall apply:  

BAR/LOUNGE  -- An establishment whose business is devoted to the serving of alcoholic
beverages for consumption by guests on the premises and in which the serving of food is only
incidental to the consumption of such beverages.   

BAR AREA OF A RESTAURANT  -- An area of a restaurant that is devoted to the serving of
alcoholic beverages for consumption by guests or restaurant patrons on the premises and in
which the serving of food is only incidental to the consumption of such beverages.   

BOARD  -- The Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge.   

EMPLOYEE  -- An individual person who performs services for an employer.   

EMPLOYER  -- An individual, person, partnership, association, corporation, trust, or other
organized group of individuals, including the Town of Northbridge or any agency thereof, which
utilizes the services of one or more individual employees.   

ENCLOSED AREA  -- A space between floor and ceiling which is enclosed on all sides by solid
walls, exclusive of doors and windows, which extend from the floor to the ceiling.   

MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS  -- Any building or facility owned, operated, or leased by the Town
of Northbridge, including school buildings and grounds.   

MUNICIPAL VEHICLE  -- Any vehicle owned, operated, or leased by the Town of
Northbridge.   

POURING LICENSE  -- A Section 12 License, approved by the Massachusetts Alcoholic
Beverages Control Commission that permits the sale of alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the
premises.   

PUBLIC PLACE  -- An enclosed area that is used by or otherwise accessible by the general
public, excluding bar/lounges, and including but not limited to the following facilities:   

(1)    Auditoriums;   

(2)    Automobile sales rooms, dealerships, and service stations;   

(3)    Bank and automatic teller machine (ATM) lobbies;   

(4)    Clinics and other health-care facilities;   

(5)    Clubs, rooms, and halls when used for public meetings or gatherings;   

(6)    Common areas of apartment buildings and condominiums   
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(7)    Elevators accessible to the public;   

(8)    Entranceways accessible to the public;   

(9)    Game arcades;   

(10)  Gas stations;   

(11)  Grocery stores, supermarkets, and convenience stores;   

(12)  Halls and rooms used for public meetings or gatherings;   

(13)  Hallways accessible to the public;   

(14)  Hair salons and cosmetology establishments;   

(15)  Health and fitness centers;   

(16)  Indoor/outdoor sports arenas;   

(17)  Indoor stairwells accessible to the public;   

(18)  Laundromats;   

(19)  Libraries;   

(20)  Licensed child-care locations, including child-care homes;   

(21)  Municipal buildings;   

(22)  Museums and galleries;   

(23)  Nursing homes;   

(24)  Places of public worship;   

(25)  Public rest rooms;   

(26)  Retail food establishments;   

(27)  Retail stores;   

(28)  Schools and other educational facilities;   

(29)  Theaters or other facilities used for a stage production, play, lecture, musical recital, or
other similar performance, except when smoking is part of said performance; and   

(30)  Video rental stores.     

RESTAURANT  -- Any coffee shop, cafeteria, sandwich stand, private and public school
cafeteria, and any other eating establishment which gives or offers food for sale to the public,
guests, or employees, as well as kitchens in which food is prepared on the premises for serving
elsewhere, including catering facilities, except that the term "restaurant" shall not include a
"bar/lounge" area as defined in these regulations.   

RETAIL STORE  -- Any establishment whose primary purpose is to sell or offer for sale to
consumers, any goods, wares, merchandise, or articles, including supermarkets and grocery
stores.   

SEATING CAPACITY  -- The capacity designated on the occupancy permit of a food service
establishment.   

SMOKING  -- Inhaling, exhaling, burning or carrying any lighted tobacco product.   

SPORTS ARENA  -- Any sports pavilions, gymnasiums, health spas, boxing arenas, swimming
pools, roller and ice rinks, bowling alleys and other similar recreational facilities where members
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of the general public assemble either to engage in physical exercise, participate in athletic
competition, or witness sports events.   

TOWN  -- The Town of Northbridge.   

VENTILATION SYSTEM  -- A mechanical system to remove tobacco smoke and exchange
inside air by bringing in fresh air. The air being ventilated should/shall be under negative
pressure sufficient to prevent tobacco smoke from entering all non-smoking areas. Particulate air
cleaners or filtration systems are not considered a ventilation system.   

WORKPLACE  -- Any enclosed area of a structure or portion thereof at which one or more
employees perform services for their employer but not including the personal residence of the
employer.   

D.    Prohibition of smoking in restaurants.  

(1)    Smoking in restaurants, including bar areas of restaurants, shall at the owner's option be
prohibited or limited to a single designated smoking room which is separated from the
nonsmoking area of the restaurant by location in a separate room or by means of
physical barriers that completely enclose the smoking area of the restaurant, and is
served by a ventilation system that is separate from the ventilation system that serves the
non-smoking portion of the restaurant so as not to interfere with the smoke-free air of
the non-smoking area of the restaurant. Upon request from the Board of Health, a
proprietor of a restaurant containing a designated smoking area shall provide proof of
conformity with the standard established by this section from a certified heating,
ventilation, and air-conditioning engineer or equally qualified professional to the Board
of Health.  

(2)    The number of seats in the designated smoking area shall not exceed 30% of the total
seating capacity of the establishment.  

(3)    Any establishment that contains an area where smoking is permitted must conspicuously
post a sign identifying smoking and non-smoking areas. The sign shall measure eight by
10 inches and shall be obtained from the Northbridge Board of Health.  

(4)    The configuration of the establishment shall not require non-smoking dining patrons to
pass through any portion of a designated smoking area.  

(5)    Employees of a restaurant that contains a designated smoking area shall have the right to
choose not to work in a designated smoking area.  

(6)    The owner, operator, manager, or person in charge of any restaurant shall prevent
smoking in non-smoking areas by requiring patrons or others who may be smoking in a
non-smoking area to refrain from smoking or to leave the premises and to use any legal
means which may be appropriate and reasonable to enforce this regulation.    

E.    Prohibition of smoking in public places.  

(1)    Smoking or the use of any tobacco product shall be prohibited in all areas of public
places as defined in § 201-19C of this regulation within the Town of Northbridge.  

(2)    It shall be unlawful for any person having control of the premises upon which smoking
is prohibited by this regulation, or the agent or designee of such person, to permit a
violation of this regulation.  

(3)    The owner, operator, manager, or person in charge of any public place shall prevent
smoking in non-smoking areas by requiring patrons or others who may be smoking in a
non-smoking area to refrain from smoking or to leave the premises and to use any legal
means which may be appropriate and reasonable to enforce this regulation.  

(4)    Board of Health agents may, upon witnessing a person in possession of a burning
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tobacco product in a non-smoking area of a public place, issue a fine of $25 to that
person.    

F.    Prohibition of smoking in work places.  

(1)    Smoking shall be prohibited in all workplaces except those workplaces in which the
owner opts to limit smoking to a single designated smoking room which is separated
from the nonsmoking area of the workplace by location in a separate room or by means
of physical barriers that completely enclose the smoking area, and is served by a
ventilation system that is separate from the ventilation system that serves the
non-smoking portion of the workplace so as not to interfere with the smoke-free air of
the non-smoking area of the workplace.  

(2)    All workplaces shall have in place and posted a Smoking Restriction Policy.  

(3)    Designated smoking areas shall be posted.  

(4)    It shall be unlawful for any owner, operator, manager, or person in charge of any
workplace to permit, or for his or her agent or designee to permit, a violation of this
regulation.    

G.    Prohibition of smoking in municipal buildings, grounds, and vehicles.  

(1)    Smoking shall be prohibited in all areas of municipal buildings, including school
buildings and grounds.  

(2)    Smoking is prohibited in all municipal vehicles.  

(3)    It shall be unlawful for any person having control of the premises upon which smoking
is prohibited by this regulation, or the agent or designee of such person, to permit a
violation of this regulation.    

H.    Posting notice of prohibition. Every person having control of premises upon which smoking
is prohibited by and under the authority of this regulation shall conspicuously display upon
the premises "No Smoking" signs or the international "No Smoking" symbol (consisting of a
pictorial representation of a burning cigarette enclosed in a red circle with a red bar across
it).  

I.    Smoking where notice of prohibition posted. No person shall smoke in any place in which a
sign conforming to the requirements of § 201-19H of this regulation is posted. No person
shall remove a sign posted under the authority of § 201-19H of this regulation.  

J.    Exceptions. Notwithstanding the provisions of this regulation, smoking may be permitted in
the following places and/or circumstances:  

(1)    Private residences, except when used as a licensed child-care facility or health-care
facility;  

(2)    Hotel and motel rooms that are rented to guests that are designated as smoking rooms;  

(3)    Hotel and motel conference/meeting rooms and private and public assembly rooms
while these places are being used for private functions;  

(4)    Private or semiprivate rooms of nursing homes and long-term care facilities, occupied
by one or more patients, all of who are smokers who have requested in writing to be
placed in rooms where smoking is permitted;  

(5)    The bar area of a restaurant that holds a pouring license, provided that as of March 1,
2001, it is:   

(a)  Separated from the non-smoking area of the restaurant by location in a separate
room or by means of physical barriers that completely enclose the bar area of the
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restaurant; and   

(b)  Is served by a ventilation system that is separate from the ventilation system that
serves the non-smoking portion of the restaurant so as not to interfere with the
smoke-free air of the non-smoking area of the restaurant;    

(6)    Bars that permit smoking must conspicuously post signs approved and supplied by the
Board at the entrance prohibiting persons under 18 and advising patrons of the health
hazards of environmental tobacco smoke; and  

(7)    Retail tobacco stores which are primarily for the sale of tobacco products and
accessories and in which the sale of other products is merely incidental.    

K.    Noncriminal disposition.  

(1)    For purposes of noncriminal disposition under MGL c. 40, § 21D, and the Northbridge
Code of Bylaws § 1-109A, any person who violates any provision of this regulations as
adopted by the Board of Health pursuant to MGL c. 111, § 31A, shall be subject to a
penalty in the amount of:   

(a)  First offense: $25.   

(b)  Second offense: $50.   

(c)  Third and subsequent offenses in a calendar year: $150.    

(2)    Each day or portion thereof during which a violation continues shall constitute a
separate offense, and each provision of the chapter or regulation violated shall constitute
a separate offense.  

(3)    Enforcing persons: Northbridge Police Department, Northbridge Board of Health, its
agents or its designee.    

L.    Conflict with other laws or regulations. Notwithstanding the provisions of the foregoing, this
regulation shall be deemed to neither amend nor repeal applicable fire, health or other
regulations so as to permit smoking in areas where it is prohibited by such fire, health or
other regulations.  

M.  Severability. If any provision of these regulations is declared invalid or unenforceable, the
other provisions shall not be affected thereby but shall continue in full force and effect.  

N.    Effective date. These regulations shall be effective as of March 1, 2001.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-20.  Body art establishments.  [Added 3-14-2001, effective
3-21-2001]  

§ 201-20.  Body art establishments.  [Added 3-14-2001, effective 3-21-2001]  

A.    Purpose. Whereas body art is becoming prevalent and popular throughout the
Commonwealth; and whereas knowledge and practice of universal precautions, sanitation,
personal hygiene, sterilization and aftercare requirements on the part of the practitioner
should be demonstrated to prevent the transmission of disease or injury to the client and/or
practitioner; now, therefore the Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge passes these
rules and regulations for the practice of body art in the Town of Northbridge as part of our
mission to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public.  

B.    Authority. These regulations are promulgated under the authority granted to the Board of
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Health under MGL c. 111, § 31.  

C.    Definitions.  

AFTERCARE  -- Written instructions given to the client, specific to the body art procedure(s)
rendered, about caring for the body art and surrounding area, including information about when
to seek medical treatment, if necessary.   

APPLICANT  -- Any person who applies to the Board of Health for either a body art
establishment permit or practitioner permit.   

AUTOCLAVE  -- An apparatus for sterilization utilizing steam pressure at a specific
temperature over a period of time.   

AUTOCLAVING  -- A process that results in the destruction of all forms of microbial life,
including highly resistant spores, by the use of an autoclave for a minimum of 30 minutes at 20
pounds of pressure (PSI) at a temperature of 270° F.   

BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS STANDARD  -- OSHA guidelines contained in 29 CFR
1910.1030, entitled "Occupational Exposure to Bloodborne Pathogens."   

BOARD OF HEALTH OR BOARD  -- The Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge or its
authorized agent.   

BODY ART  -- The practice of physical body adornment by permitted establishments and
practitioners using, but not limited to, the following techniques: body piercing, tattooing,
cosmetic tattooing, branding, and scarification. This definition does not include practices that are
considered medical procedures by the Board of Registration in Medicine, such as implants under
the skin, which are prohibited.   

BODY ART ESTABLISHMENT OR ESTABLISHMENT  -- A location, place, or business that
has been granted a permit by the Board, whether public or private, where the practices of body
art are performed, whether or not for profit.   

BODY ART PRACTITIONER OR PRACTITIONER  -- A specifically identified individual
who has been granted a permit by the Board to perform body art in an establishment that has
been granted a permit by the Board.   

BODY PIERCING  -- Puncturing or penetrating the skin of a client with presterilized single-use
needles and the insertion of presterilized jewelry or other adornment into the opening. This
definition excludes piercing of the earlobe with a presterilized single-use stud-and-clasp system
manufactured exclusively for ear-piercing.   

BRAIDING  -- The cutting of strips of skin of a person, which strips are then to be intertwined
with one another and placed onto such person so as to cause or allow the incised and interwoven
strips of skin to heal in such intertwined condition.   

BRANDING  -- Inducing a pattern of scar tissue by use of a heated material (usually metal) to
the skin, making a serious burn, which eventually becomes a scar.   

CLEANING AREA  -- The area in a body art establishment used in the sterilization, sanitation
or other cleaning of instruments or other equipment used for the practice of body art.   

CLIENT  -- A member of the public who requests a body art procedure at a body art
establishment.   

CONTAMINATED WASTE  -- Waste as defined in 105 CMR 480.000: Storage and Disposal of
Infectious or Physically Dangerous Medical or Biological Waste, State Sanitary Code, Chapter
VIII, and/or 29 CFR Part 1910.1030. This includes any liquid or semi-liquid blood or other
potentially infectious material; contaminated items that would release blood or other potentially
infectious material in a liquid or semi-liquid state if compressed; items on which there is dried
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blood or other potentially infectious material and which are capable of releasing these materials
during handling; sharps and any wastes containing blood or other potentially infectious
materials.   

COSMETIC TATTOOING  -- Also known as "permanent cosmetics," "micro-pigment
implantation" or "dermal pigmentation," means the implantation of permanent pigment around
the eyes, lips and cheeks of the face and hair imitation.   

DISINFECTANT  -- A product registered as a disinfectant by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).   

DISINFECTION  -- The destruction of disease-causing microorganisms on inanimate objects or
surfaces, thereby rendering these objects safe for use or handling.   

EAR PIERCING  -- The puncturing of the lobe of the ear with a presterilized single-use
stud-and-clasp ear-piercing system following the manufacturer's instructions.   

EQUIPMENT  -- All machinery, including fixtures, containers, vessels, tools, devices,
implements, furniture, display and storage areas, sinks, and all other apparatus and
appurtenances used in connection with the operation of a body art establishment.   

EXPOSURE  -- An event whereby there is an eye, mouth or other mucus membrane, non-intact
skin or parenteral contact with the blood or bodily fluids of another person or contact of an eye,
mouth or other mucous membrane, non-intact skin or parenteral contact with other potentially
infectious matter.   

HAND SINK  -- A lavatory equipped with hot and cold running water under pressure, used
solely for washing hands, arms, or other portions of the body.   

HOT WATER  -- Water that attains and maintains a temperature 110° to 130° F.   

INSTRUMENTS USED FOR BODY ART  -- Hand pieces, needles, needle bars, and other
instruments that may come in contact with a client's body or may be exposed to bodily fluids
during any body art procedure.   

INVASIVE  -- Entry into the client's body either by incision or insertion of any instruments into
or through the skin or mucosa, or by any other means intended to puncture, break, or otherwise
compromise the skin or mucosa.   

JEWELRY  -- Any ornament inserted into a newly pierced area, which must be made of
surgical-implant-grade stainless steel; solid 14K or 18K white or yellow gold, niobium, titanium,
or platinum; or a dense, low-porosity plastic, which is free of nicks, scratches, or irregular
surfaces and has been properly sterilized prior to use.   

LIGHT-COLORED  -- A light reflectance value of 70% or greater.   

MINOR  -- Any person under the age of 18 years.   

MOBILE BODY ART ESTABLISHMENT  -- Any trailer, truck, car, van, camper or other
motorized or nonmotorized vehicle, a shed, tent, moveable structure, bar, home or other facility
wherein, or concert, fair, party or other event whereat, one desires to or actually does conduct
body art procedures.   

OPERATOR  -- Any person who individually, or jointly or severally with others, owns, or
controls an establishment, but is not a body art practitioner.   

PARENTERAL CONTACT  -- Piercing mucous membranes or the skin barrier through such
events as needlesticks, human bites, cuts and abrasions. [Amended 10-17-2001, effective
10-24-2001]   

PERMIT  -- Board approval in writing to either (1) operate a body art establishment; or (2)
operate as a body art practitioner within a body art establishment. Board approval shall be
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granted solely for the practice of body art pursuant to these regulations. Said permit is exclusive
of the establishment's compliance with other licensing or permitting requirements that may exist
within the Board's jurisdiction.   

PERSON  -- An individual, any form of business or social organization or any other
nongovernmental legal entity, including but not limited to corporations, partnerships,
limited-liability companies, associations, trusts or unincorporated organizations.   

PHYSICIAN  -- An individual licensed as a qualified physician by the Board of Registration in
Medicine pursuant to MGL c. 112, § 2.   

PROCEDURE SURFACE  -- Any surface of an inanimate object that contacts the client's
unclothed body during a body art procedure, skin preparation of the area adjacent to and
including the body art procedure, or any associated work area which may require sanitizing.   

SANITARY  -- Clean and free of agents of infection or disease.   

SANITIZE  -- The application of a U.S. EPA-registered sanitizer on a cleaned surface in
accordance with the label instructions.   

SCARIFICATION  -- Altering skin texture by cutting the skin and controlling the body's healing
process in order to produce wounds, which result in permanently raised wheals or bumps known
as "keloids."   

SHARPS  -- Any object, sterile or contaminated, that may intentionally or accidentally cut or
penetrate the skin or mucosa, including, but not limited to, needle devices, lancets, scalpel
blades, razor blades, and broken glass.   

SHARPS CONTAINER  -- A puncture-resistant, leakproof container that can be closed for
handling, storage, transportation, and disposal and that is labeled with the international biohazard
symbol.   

SINGLE-USE ITEMS  -- Products or items that are intended for one-time, one-person use and
are disposed of after use on each client, including, but not limited to, cotton swabs or balls,
tissues or paper products, paper or plastic cups, gauze and sanitary coverings, razors, piercing
needles, scalpel blades, stencils, ink cups, and protective gloves.   

STERILIZE  -- The use of a physical or chemical procedure to destroy all microbial life,
including highly resistant bacterial endospores.   

TATTOO  -- The indelible mark, figure or decorative design introduced by insertion of dyes or
pigments into or under the subcutaneous portion of the skin.   

TATTOOING  -- Any method of placing ink or other pigment into or under the skin or mucosa
by the aid of needles or any other instrument used to puncture the skin, resulting in permanent
coloration of the skin or mucosa. This term includes all forms of cosmetic tattooing.   

TEMPORARY BODY ART ESTABLISHMENT  -- The same as "mobile body art
establishment."   

THREE-DIMENSIONAL "3D" BODY ART or BEADING or IMPLANTATION  -- The form
of body art consisting of or requiring the placement, injection or insertion of an object, device or
other thing made of matters such as steel, titanium, rubber, latex, plastic, glass or other inert
materials, beneath the surface of the skin of a person. This term does not include body piercing.   

ULTRASONIC CLEANING UNIT  -- A unit approved by the Board, physically large enough to
fully submerge instruments in liquid, which removes all foreign matter from the instruments by
means of high-frequency oscillations transmitted through the contained liquid.   

UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS  -- A set of guidelines and controls, published by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as "Guidelines for Prevention of Transmission of
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Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) to Health-Care and
Public-Safety Workers" in Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), June 23, 1989,
Vol. 38, No. S-6, and as "Recommendations for Preventing Transmission of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus and Hepatitis B Virus to Patients During Exposure-Prone Invasive
Procedures" in MMWR, July 12, 1991, Vol. 40, No. RR-8. This method of infection control
requires the employer and the employee to assume that all human blood and specified human
body fluids are infectious for HIV, HBV, and other blood pathogens. Precautions include hand
washing; gloving; personal protective equipment; injury prevention; and proper handling and
disposal of needles, other sharp instruments, and blood and body-fluid-contaminated products.   

D.    Exemptions.  

(1)    Physicians licensed in accordance with MGL c. 112, § 2 who perform body art
procedures as part of patient treatment are exempt from these regulations.  

(2)    Individuals who pierce only the lobe of the ear with a presterilized single-use
stud-and-clasp ear-piercing system are exempt from these regulations.    

E.    Restrictions.  

(1)    No tattooing, piercing of genitalia, branding or scarification shall be performed on a
person under the age of 18.  

(2)    Body piercing, other than piercing the genitalia, may be performed on a person under
the age of 18, provided that the person is accompanied by a properly identified parent,
legal custodial parent or legal guardian who has signed a form consenting to such
procedure. "Properly identified" shall mean a valid photo identification of the adult and
a birth certificate of the minor.  

(3)    No body art shall be performed upon an animal.  

(4)    The following body piercings are hereby prohibited: piercing of the uvula; piercing of
the tracheal area; piercing of the neck; piercing of the ankle; piercing between the ribs or
vertebrae; piercing of the web area of the hand or foot; piercing of the lingual frenulum
(tongue web); piercing of the clitoris; any form of chest or deep muscle piercings,
excluding the nipple; piercing of the anus; piercing of an eyelid, whether top or bottom;
piercing of the gums; piercing or skewering of a testicle; so called "deep" piercing of the
penis, meaning piercing through the shaft of the penis, or "trans-penis" piercing in any
area from the corona glandis to the pubic bone; so called "deep" piercing of the scrotum,
meaning piercing through the scrotum, or "transcrotal" piercing; so called "deep"
piercing of the vagina.  

(5)    The following practices are hereby prohibited unless performed by a medical doctor
licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: tongue splitting; braiding; three
dimensional/beading/implementation, tooth filing/fracturing/removal/tattooing; cartilage
modification; amputation; genital modification; introduction of saline or other liquids.    

F.    Operation of body art establishments. Unless otherwise ordered or approved by the Board,
each body art establishment shall be constructed, operated and maintained to meet the
following minimum requirements:  

(1)    Physical plant.   

(a)  Walls, floors, ceilings, and procedure surfaces shall be smooth, durable, free of open
holes or cracks, light-colored, washable, and in good repair. Walls, floors, and
ceilings shall be maintained in a clean condition. All procedure surfaces, including
client chairs/benches, shall be of such construction as to be easily cleaned and
sanitized after each client.   

(b)  Solid partitions or walls extending from floor to ceiling shall separate the
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establishment's space from any other room used for human habitation, any food
establishment or room where food is prepared, any hair salon, any retail sales, or any
other such activity that may cause potential contamination of work surfaces.   

(c)  The establishment shall take all measures necessary to ensure against the presence or
breeding of insects, vermin, and rodents within the establishment.   

(d)  Each body art station shall have a minimum of 45 square feet of floor space for each
practitioner. Each establishment shall have an area that may be screened from public
view for clients requesting privacy. Multiple body art stations shall be separated by a
partition at a minimum.   

(e)  The establishment shall be well ventilated and provided with an artificial light
source equivalent to at least 20 footcandles three feet off the floor, except that at
least 100 footcandles shall be provided at the level where the body art procedure is
being performed, where instruments and sharps are assembled and all cleaning areas.   

(f)  All electrical outlets in operator areas and cleaning areas shall be equipped with
approved ground fault (GFCI) protected receptacles.   

(g)  A separate, readily accessible hand sink with hot and cold running water under
pressure, preferably equipped with wrist- or foot-operated controls and supplied with
liquid soap, and disposable paper towels stored in fixed dispensers shall be readily
accessible within the establishment. Each operator area shall have a hand sink.   

(h)  There shall be a sharps container in each operator area and each cleaning area.   

(i)    There shall be a minimum of one toilet room containing a toilet and sink. The toilet
room shall be provided with toilet paper, liquid hand soap and paper towels stored in
a fixed dispenser.   

(j)    The public water supply entering a body art establishment shall be protected by a
testable, reduced pressure back flow preventor installed in accordance with 142
CMR 248, as amended from time to time.   

(k)  At least one covered, foot-operated waste receptacle shall be provided in each
operator area and each toilet room. Receptacles in the operator area shall be emptied
daily. Solid waste shall be stored in covered, leakproof, rodent-resistant containers
and shall be removed from the premises at least weekly.   

(l)    At least one janitorial sink shall be provided in each body art establishment for use
in cleaning the establishment and proper disposal of noncontaminated liquid wastes
in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local laws. Said sink shall be of
adequate size equipped with hot and cold running water under pressure and permit
the cleaning of the establishment and any equipment used for cleaning.   

(m)  All instruments and supplies shall be stored in clean, dry, and covered containers.
Containers shall be kept in a secure area specifically dedicated to the storage of all
instruments and supplies.   

(n)  The establishment shall have a cleaning area. Every cleaning area shall have an area
for the placement of an autoclave or other sterilization unit located or positioned a
minimum of 36 inches from the required ultrasonic cleaning unit.   

(o)  The establishment shall have a customer waiting area, exclusive and separate from
any workstation, instrument storage area, cleaning area or any other area in the body
art establishment used for body art activity.   

(p)  No animals of any kind shall be allowed in a body art establishment except service
animals used by persons with disabilities (e.g., Seeing Eye dogs). Fish aquariums
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shall be allowed in waiting rooms and nonprocedural areas.   

(q)  Smoking, eating, or drinking is prohibited in the area where body art is performed,
with the exception of nonalcoholic fluids being offered to a client during or after a
body art procedure.    

(2)    Requirements for single-use items including inks, dyes and pigments.   

(a)  Single-use items shall not be used on more than one client for any reason. After use,
all single-use sharps shall be immediately disposed of in approved sharps containers
pursuant to 105 CMR 480.000.   

(b)  All products applied to the skin, such as but not limited to body art stencils,
applicators, gauze and razors, shall be single-use and disposable.   

(c)  Hollow bore needles or needles with a cannula shall not be reused.   

(d)  All inks, dyes, pigments, solid-core needles, and equipment shall be specifically
manufactured for performing body art procedures and shall be used according to
manufacturer's instructions.   

(e)  Inks, dyes or pigments may be mixed and may only be diluted with water from an
approved potable source. Immediately before a tattoo is applied, the quantity of the
dye to be used shall be transferred from the dye bottle and placed into single-use
paper cups or plastic caps. Upon completion of the tattoo, these single-use cups or
caps and their contents shall be discarded.    

(3)    Sanitation and sterilization measures and procedures.   

(a)  All nondisposable instruments used for body art, including all reusable solid-core
needles, pins and stylets, shall be cleaned thoroughly after each use by scrubbing
with an appropriate soap or disinfectant solution and hot water (to remove blood and
tissue residue), and shall be placed in an ultrasonic unit sold for cleaning purposes
under approval of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and operated in
accordance with manufacturer's instructions.   

(b)  After being cleaned, all nondisposable instruments used for body art shall be packed
individually in sterilizer packs and subsequently sterilized in a steam autoclave sold
for medical sterilization purposes under approval of the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration. All sterilizer packs shall contain either a sterilizer indicator or
internal temperature indicator. Sterilizer packs must be dated with an expiration date
not to exceed six months.   

(c)  The autoclave shall be used, cleaned, and maintained according to manufacturer's
instruction. A copy of the manufacturer's recommended procedures for the operation
of the autoclave must be available for inspection by the Board. Autoclaves shall be
located away from workstations or areas frequented by the public.   

(d)  Each holder of a permit to operate a body art establishment shall demonstrate that
the autoclave used is capable of attaining sterilization by monthly spore destruction
tests. These tests shall be verified through an independent laboratory. The permit
shall not be issued or renewed until documentation of the autoclave's ability to
destroy spores is received by the Board. These test records shall be retained by the
operator for a period of three years and made available to the Board upon request.   

(e)  All instruments used for body art procedures shall remain stored in sterile packages
until just prior to the performance of a body art procedure. After sterilization, the
instruments used in body art procedures shall be stored in a dry, clean cabinet or
other tightly covered container reserved for the storage of such instruments.   

(f)  Sterile instruments may not be used if the package has been breached or after the
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expiration date without first repackaging and resterilizing.   

(g)  If the body art establishment uses only sterile single-use, disposable instruments and
products, and uses sterile supplies, an autoclave shall not be required.   

(h)  When assembling instruments used for body art procedures, the operator shall wear
sterile disposable medical gloves and use medically recognized sterile techniques to
ensure that the instruments and gloves are not contaminated.   

(i)    Reusable cloth items shall be mechanically washed with detergent and mechanically
dried after each use. The cloth items shall be stored in a dry, clean environment until
used. Should such items become contaminated directly or indirectly with bodily
fluids, the items shall be washed in accordance with standards applicable to hospitals
and medical care facilities, at a temperature of 160° F. or a temperature of 120° F.
with the use of chlorine disinfectant.    

(4)    Posting requirements. The following shall be prominently displayed:   

(a)  A disclosure statement, a model of which shall be available from the Board. A
disclosure statement shall also be given to each client, advising him/her of the risks
and possible consequences of body art procedures.   

(b)  The name, address and phone number of the Northbridge Board of Health.   

(c)  An emergency plan, including:   

[1]    A plan for the purpose of contacting police, fire or emergency medical services
in the event of an emergency;   

[2]    A telephone in good working order shall be easily available and accessible to all
employees and clients during all hours of operation; and   

[3]    A sign at or adjacent to the telephone indicating the correct emergency
telephone numbers.     

(d)  An occupancy and use permit as issued by the local building official.   

(e)  A current establishment permit.   

(f)  Each practitioner's permit.    

(5)    Establishment recordkeeping. The establishment shall maintain the following records in
a secure place for a minimum of three years, and such records shall be made available to
the Board upon request:   

(a)  Establishment information, which shall include:   

[1]    Establishment name;   

[2]    Hours of operation;   

[3]    Owner's name and address;   

[4]    A complete description of all body art procedures performed;   

[5]    An inventory of all instruments and body jewelry, all sharps, and all inks used
for any and all body art procedures, including names of manufacturers and
serial or lot numbers, if applicable. Invoices or packing slips shall satisfy this
requirement;   

[6]    A Material Safety Data Sheet, when available, for each ink and dye used by the
establishment;   
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[7]    Copies of waste hauler mainfests;   

[8]    Copies of commercial biological monitoring tests;   

[9]    Exposure Incident Report (kept permanently);   

[10]  A copy of these regulations.     

(b)  Employee information, which shall include:   

[1]    Full legal names and exact duties;   

[2]    Date of birth;   

[3]    Home address;   

[4]    Home/work phone numbers;   

[5]    Identification photograph;   

[6]    Dates of employment;   

[7]    Hepatitis B vaccination status or declination notification; and   

[8]    Training records.     

(c)  Client information, which shall include:   

[1]    Name;   

[2]    Age as verified by valid photo identification (note ID utilized for age
verification);   

[3]    Address of the client;   

[4]    Date of the procedure;   

[5]    Name of the practitioner who performed the procedure(s);   

[6]    Description of procedure(s) performed and the location on the body;   

[7]    A signed consent form as specified by Subsection G(4)(b); and   

[8]    If the client is a person under the age of 18, proof of parental or guardian
identification, presence and consent, including age verification by photographic
identification of the parent or guardian (note ID utilized for age verification).     

(d)  Exposure control plan. Each establishment shall create, update, and comply with an
Exposure Control Plan. The plan shall be submitted to the Board for review so as to
meet all of the requirements of OSHA regulations, to include, but not be limited to,
29 CFR 1910.1030, OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standards, et seq, as amended
from time to time. A copy of the plan shall be maintained at the body art
establishment at all times and shall be made available to the Board upon request.    

(6)    No person shall establish or operate a mobile or temporary body art establishment.    

G.    Standards of practice. Practitioners are required to comply with the following minimum
health standards:  

(1)    A practitioner shall perform all body art procedures in accordance with universal
precautions set forth by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

(2)    A practitioner shall refuse service to any person who appears to be under the influence
of alcohol or drugs.  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

436

(3)    Practitioners who use ear-piercing systems must conform to the manufacturer's
directions for use, and to applicable United States Food and Drug Administration
requirements. No practitioner shall use an ear-piercing system on any part of the client's
body other than the lobe of the ear.  

(4)    Health history and client informed consent. Prior to performing a body art procedure on
a client, the practitioner shall:   

(a)  Inform the client, verbally and in writing, that the following health conditions may
increase health risks associated with receiving a body art procedure:   

[1]    History of diabetes;   

[2]    History of hemophilia (bleeding);   

[3]    History of skin diseases, skin lesions, or skin sensitivities to soaps,
disinfectants, etc.;   

[4]    History of allergies or adverse reactions to pigments, dyes, or other sensitivities;   

[5]    History of epilepsy, seizures, fainting, or narcolepsy;   

[6]    Use of medications such as anticoagulants, which thin the blood and/or interfere
with blood clotting; and   

[7]    Any other conditions such as hepatitis or HIV.     

(b)  Require that the client sign a form confirming that the above information was
provided, that the client does not have a condition that prevents them from receiving
body art, that the client consents to the performance of the body art procedure and
that the client has been given the aftercare instructions as required by Subsection
G(11).    

(5)    A practitioner shall maintain the highest degree of personal cleanliness, conform to best
standard hygienic practices, and wear clean clothes when performing body art
procedures. Before performing body art procedures, the practitioner must thoroughly
wash their hands in hot running water with liquid soap, then rinse hands and dry with
disposable paper towels. This shall be done as often as necessary to remove
contaminants.  

(6)    In performing body art procedures, a practitioner shall wear sterile single-use gloves.
Gloves shall be changed if they become pierced, torn, or otherwise contaminated by
contact with any unclean surfaces or objects or by contact with a third person. The
gloves shall be discarded, at a minimum, after the completion of each procedure on an
individual client, and hands shall be washed in accordance with Subsection F(5) before
the next set of gloves is put on. Under no circumstances shall a single pair of gloves be
used on more than one person. The use of sterile single-use gloves does not preclude or
substitute for handwashing procedures as part of a good personal hygiene program.  

(7)    The skin of the practitioner shall be free of rash or infection. No practitioner affected
with boils, infected wounds, open sores, abrasions, weeping dermatological lesions or
acute respiratory infection shall work in any area of a body art establishment in any
capacity in which there is a likelihood that that person could contaminate body art
equipment, supplies, or working surfaces with body substances or pathogenic organisms.  

(8)    Any item or instrument used for body art that is contaminated during the procedure shall
be discarded and replaced immediately with a new disposable item or a new sterilized
instrument or item before the procedure resumes.  

(9)    Preparation and care of a client's skin area must comply with the following:   
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(a)  Any skin or mucosa surface to receive a body art procedure shall be free of rash or
any visible infection.   

(b)  Before a body art procedure is performed, the immediate skin area and the areas of
skin surrounding where body art procedure is to be placed shall be washed with soap
and water or an approved surgical skin preparation. If shaving is necessary,
single-use disposable razors or safety razors with single-service blades shall be used.
Blades shall be discarded after each use, and reusable holders shall be cleaned and
autoclaved after use. Following shaving, the skin and surrounding area shall be
washed with soap and water. The washing pad shall be discarded after a single use.   

(c)  In the event of bleeding, all products used to stop the bleeding or to absorb blood
shall be single-use, and discarded immediately after use in appropriate covered
containers, and disposed of in accordance with 105 CMR 480.000.     

(10)  Petroleum jellies, soaps, and other products used in the application of stencils shall be
dispensed and applied on the area to receive a body art procedure with sterile gauze or
other sterile applicator to prevent contamination of the original container and its
contents. The applicator or gauze shall be used once and then discarded.   

(11)  The practitioner shall provide each client with verbal and written instructions on the
aftercare of the body art site. The written instructions shall advise the client:   

(a)  On the proper cleansing of the area which received the body art;   

(b)  To consult a health-care provider for:   

[1]    Unexpected redness, tenderness or swelling at the site of the body art procedure;   

[2]    Any rash;   

[3]    Unexpected drainage at or from the site of the body art procedure; or   

[4]    A fever within 24 hours of the body art procedure; and     

(c)  Of the address, and phone number of the establishment. 

  

    A copy shall be provided to the client. A model set of aftercare instructions
shall be made available by the Board.     

     

(12)  Contaminated waste shall be stored, treated and disposed in accordance with 105 CMR
480.000: Storage and Disposal of Infectious or Physically Dangerous Medial or
Biological Waster, State Sanitary Code, Chapter VIII.    

H.    Exposure incident report.  

(1)    An Exposure Incident Report shall be completed by the close of the business day during
which an exposure has or might have taken place by the involved or knowledgeable
body art practitioner for every exposure incident occurring in the conduct of any body
art activity.  

(2)    Each Exposure Incident Report shall contain:   

(a)  A copy of the application and consent for body art activity completed by a client or
minor client involved in the exposure incident;   

(b)  A full description of the exposure incident, including the portion of the body
involved therein;   
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(c)  Instrument(s) or other equipment implicated;   

(d)  A copy of the body art practitioner license of the involved body art practitioner;   

(e)  Date and time of exposure;   

(f)  A copy of any medical history released to the body art establishment or body art
practitioner; and   

(g)  Information regarding any recommendation to refer to a physician or waiver to
consult a physician by persons involved.      

I.    Injury and/or complication reports. A written report of any injury, infection complication or
disease as a result of a body art procedure, or complaint of injury, infection complication or
disease, shall be forwarded by the operator to the Board which issued the permit, with a copy
to the injured client within five working days of its occurrence or knowledge thereof. The
report shall include:  

(1)    The name of the affected client;  

(2)    The name and location of the body art establishment involved;  

(3)    The nature of the injury, infection complication or disease;  

(4)    The name and address of the affected client's health-care provider, if any;  

(5)    Any other information considered relevant to the situation.    

J.    Complaints.  

(1)    The Board shall investigate complaints received about an establishment or practitioner's
practices or acts, which may violate any provision of the Board's regulations.  

(2)    If the Board finds that an investigation is not required because the alleged act or practice
is not in violation of the Board's regulations, then the Board shall notify the complainant
of this finding and the reasons on which it is based.  

(3)    If the Board finds that an investigation is required, because the alleged act or practice
may be in violation of the Board's regulations, the Board shall investigate, and if a
finding is made that the act or practice is in violation of the Board's regulations, then the
Board shall apply whatever enforcement action is appropriate to remedy the situation
and shall notify the complainant of its action in this manner.    

K.    Application for body art establishment permit.  

(1)    No person may operate a body art establishment except with a valid permit from the
Board.  

(2)    Applications for a permit shall be made on forms prescribed by and available from the
Board. An applicant shall submit all information required by the form and
accompanying instructions. The term "application" as used herein shall include the
original and renewal applications.  

(3)    An establishment permit shall be valid from the date of issuance and for no longer than
one year unless revoked sooner by the Board.  

(4)    The Board shall require that the applicant provide, at a minimum, the following
information in order to be issued an establishment permit:   

(a)  Name, address, and telephone number of:   

[1]    The body art establishment;   
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[2]    The operator of the establishment; and   

[3]    The body art practitioner(s) working at the establishment;     

(b)  The manufacturer, model number, model year, and serial number, where applicable,
of the autoclave used in the establishment;   

(c)  A signed and dated acknowledgment that the applicant has received, read and
understood the requirements of the Board's body art regulations;   

(d)  A drawing of the floor plan of the proposed establishment, to scale, for a plan review
by the Board, as part of the permit application process; and   

(e)  Exposure Report Plan.   

(f)  Such additional information as the Board may reasonably require.    

(5)    The annual fee for the body art establishment shall be set by the Board (see § 201-15,
Fee Schedule).  

(6)    A permit for a body art establishment shall not be transferable from one place or person
to another.    

L.    Application for body art practitioner permit.  

(1)    No person shall practice body art or perform any body art procedure without first
obtaining a practitioner permit from the Board.  

(2)    The annual fee for the body art practitioner permit shall be set by the Board (see
§ 201-15, Fee Schedule).  

(3)    A practitioner shall be a minimum of 18 years of age.  

(4)    A practitioner permit shall be valid from the date of issuance and shall expire no later
than one year from the date of issuance, unless revoked sooner by the Board.  

(5)    Application for a practitioner permit shall include:   

(a)  Legal name;   

(b)  Date of birth;   

(c)  Residence address;   

(d)  Mailing address;   

(e)  Phone number;   

(f)  Place(s) of employment as a practitioner; and   

(g)  Training and/or experience as set out in Subsection L(6) below.    

(6)    Practitioner training and experience.   

(a)  In reviewing an application for a practitioner permit, the Board may consider
experience, training and/or certification acquired in other states that regulate body
art.   

(b)  Training.   

[1]    Training for all practitioners shall be approved by the Board and, at a minimum,
shall include the following:  

[a]  Bloodborne pathogen training program (or equivalent) which includes
infectious disease control; waste disposal; handwashing techniques;
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sterilization equipment operation and methods; and sanitization, disinfection
and sterilization methods and techniques; and  

[b]  Current certification in first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).     

[2]    Examples of courses approved by the Board include "Preventing Disease
Transmission" (American Red Cross) and "Bloodborne Pathogen Training"
(U.S. OSHA). Training/courses provided by professional body art organizations
or associations or by equipment manufacturers may also be submitted to the
Board for approval.     

(c)  The applicant for a body piercing practitioner permit shall provide documentation,
acceptable to the Board, that s/he completed a course on anatomy and physiology
with a grade of C or better at a college accredited by the New England Association
of Schools and Colleges, or comparable accrediting entity. This course must include
instruction on the system of the integumentary system (skin).   

(d)  The applicant for a tattoo, branding or scarification practitioner permit shall provide
documentation, acceptable to the Board, that s/he completed a course on anatomy
and physiology with a grade of C or better at a college accredited by the New
England Association of Schools and Colleges, or comparable accrediting entity. This
course must include instruction on the system of the integumentary system (skin).
Such other course or program as the Board shall deem appropriate and acceptable
may be substituted for the anatomy course.   

(e)  The applicant for all practitioners shall submit evidence satisfactory to the Board of
at least two years' actual experience in the practice of performing body art activities
of the kind for which the applicant seeks a body art practitioner permit to perform,
whether such experience was obtained within or outside of the Commonwealth.    

(7)    A practitioner's permit shall be conditioned upon continued compliance with all
applicable provisions of these rules and regulations.    

M.  Grounds for suspension, denial, revocation, or refusal to renew permit.  

(1)    The Board may suspend a permit, deny a permit, revoke a permit or refuse to renew a
permit on the following grounds, each of which, in and of itself, shall constitute full and
adequate grounds for suspension, denial, revocation or refusal to renew:   

(a)  Any actions which would indicate that the health or safety of the public would be at
risk;   

(b)  Fraud, deceit or misrepresentation in obtaining a permit, or its renewal;   

(c)  Criminal conduct which the Board determines to be of such a nature as to render the
establishment, practitioner or applicant unfit to practice body art as evidenced by
criminal proceedings resulting in a conviction, guilty plea, or plea of nolo
contendere or an admission of sufficient facts;   

(d)  Any present or past violation of the Board's regulations governing the practice of
body art;   

(e)  Practicing body art while the ability to practice is impaired by alcohol, drugs,
physical disability or mental instability;   

(f)  Being habitually drunk or being dependent on, or a habitual user of narcotics,
barbiturates, amphetamines, hallucinogens, or other drugs having similar effects;   

(g)  Knowingly permitting, aiding or abetting an unauthorized person to perform
activities requiring a permit;   
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(h)  Continuing to practice while his/her permit is lapsed, suspended, or revoked; and   

(i)    Having been disciplined in another jurisdiction in any way by the proper permitting
authority for reasons substantially the same as those set forth in the Board's
regulations.   

(j)    Other just and sufficient cause which the Board may determine would render the
establishment, practitioner or applicant unfit to practice body art.    

(2)    The Board shall notify an applicant, establishment or practitioner in writing of any
violation of the Board's regulations, for which the Board intends to deny, revoke, or
refuse to renew a permit. The applicant, establishment or practitioner shall have seven
days after receipt of such written notice in which to comply with the Board's regulations.
The Board may deny, revoke or refuse to renew a permit, if the applicant, establishment
or practitioner fails to comply after said seven days subject to the procedures outlined in
Subsection O.  

(3)    Applicants denied a permit may reapply at any time after denial.    

N.    Grounds for suspension of permit. The Board may summarily suspend a permit pending a
final hearing on the merits on the question of revocation if, based on the evidence before it,
the Board determines that an establishment and/or a practitioner is an immediate and serious
threat to the public health, safety or welfare. The suspension of a permit shall take effect
immediately upon written notice of such suspension by the Board.  

O.    Procedure for hearings.  

(1)    The owner of the establishment or practitioner shall be given written notice of the
Board's intent to hold a hearing for the purpose of suspension, revocation, denial or
refusal to renew a permit. This written notice shall be served through a certified letter
sent return receipt requested or by constable. The notice shall include the date, time and
place of the hearing and the owner of the establishment or practitioner's right to be
heard. The Board shall hold the hearing no later than 21 days from the date the written
notice is received.  

(2)    In the case of a suspension of a permit as noted in Subsection M, a hearing shall be
scheduled no later than 21 days from the date of the suspension.    

P.    Severability. If any provision contained in these rules and regulations is deemed invalid for
any reason, it shall be severed and shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions.  

Q.    Punitive measures for noncompliance.  

(1)    Criminal complaints shall be filed at the discretion of the Board or its agent immediately
upon verification of violation of these regulations. Said complaint shall be filed with the
District Court.  

(2)    Noncriminal complaints.   

(a)  Noncriminal complaints shall be filed at the discretion of the Board or its agent in
accordance with MGL c. 40, § 21D, and the Northbridge Code of Bylaws § 1-109A
in the following manner:   

[1]    First offense: $100.   

[2]    Second offense: $200.   

[3]    Third and subsequent offenses in a calendar year: $300.     

(b)  Each day or portion thereof during which a violation continues shall constitute a
separate offense, and each provision of the chapter, regulations or permit violated
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shall constitute a separate offense.      

R.    Effective date. These rules and regulations shall be effective as of March 21, 2001    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-21.  Installation and maintenance of grease traps and
removal of grease from food establishments.  [Added 6-13-2001, effective
6-20-2001]  

§ 201-21.  Installation and maintenance of grease traps and removal of grease from food
establishments.  [Added 6-13-2001, effective 6-20-2001]  

A.    Authority. The Northbridge Board of Health acting under the authority of Chapter 111, § 31
of the Massachusetts General Laws and any amendments and additions thereto, and by any
other power thereto enabling, has adopted the following rules and regulations during its June
13, 2001 meeting.  

B.    Purpose. The purpose of this regulation is to protect the residents and business owners within
the Town of Northbridge from blockages of the Town's sanitary sewer caused by grease
discharged from food service establishments located in the Town.  

C.    Definitions.  

AGENT  -- Any duly authorized agent of the Northbridge Board of Health as specified under
MGL c. 111, § 30.   

FOOD ESTABLISHMENT  -- Any establishment issued a permit to operate a food service
establishment by the Northbridge Board of Health and which has 10 or more seats or is equipped
with a fryolator.   

GREASE TRAP  -- Also referred to as a "grease interceptor" by the State Plumbing Code, is a
device designed to remove dissolved and/or suspended grease and waste oil from wastewater and
which bears the seal of acceptance of P.D.I. (Plumbing and Drainage Institute).   

PERMITTED OFFAL HAULER  -- Any offal hauler that holds a current permit issued by the
Northbridge Board of Health to remove, transport and dispose of garbage, offal or other
offensive substances.   

PLUMBING FIXTURE  -- A fixture that introduces more than the allowable 11 mg/liter of fats,
oils and grease into the sewer system, including, but not limited to, all pot sinks, rinse sinks or
troughs attached to dish machines, any other sink in which fats, oils, and grease may be
introduced, floor drains and/or sinks into which kettles may be indirectly wasted or poured,
automatic hood wash units that connect or flow indirectly through the waste system, wok unit
drains, and any other fixture or drain through which significant amounts of fats, oils, and grease
may be introduced into the sewer system.   

SEWER PIPE  -- Any building or Town sanitary sewer piping, including but not limited to
interior and exterior building sanitary sewer piping, any main, or lateral sanitary sewer piping,
regardless whether it is located on private or municipal land.   

WASTE GREASE OR OIL  -- Waste oil or grease generated by a food service establishment
during the cooking process.   

D.    General provisions.  

(1)    Grease trap installation. All grease traps and interceptors shall be installed and
maintained in accordance with Code of Massachusetts Regulations for Plumbing and
Gas Fitter, 248 CMR 2.09.  
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(2)    Food establishment or related business. All plumbing fixtures in a food service
establishment shall require grease traps and interceptors protection.  

(3)    New or remodeled food establishments. New or remodeled establishments that prepare
food with a seating capacity in excess of 150 seats must install an external grease trap
with a capacity of 1,500 gallons.  

(4)    Grease trap maintenance.   

(a)  All internal grease traps shall be cleaned a minimum of four times per year by a
licensed company that cleans grease traps or by the food service establishment using
the following guidelines:   

[1]    When cake of grease equals 1/4 of the liquid capacity of the trap.   

[2]    Point-of-use grease traps shall be cleaned a minimum of once per month or as
directed by the Board of Health or its agent.   

[3]    All large in-line grease traps shall be cleaned a minimum of once quarterly or as
directed by the Board of Health or its agent.     

(b)  External grease traps must be pumped by a permitted offal hauler every four months.   

(c)  Service records must be maintained on forms approved by the Board of Health and
in a binder readily accessible to Board of Health inspectors and agents.    

(5)    Cleaning products. Only bacterial products intended for grease trap cleanings, drain
maintenance, and odor control may be used for grease trap cleaning. The use of bacteria
to augment the maintenance of grease traps will not eliminate the need to manually
clean grease traps at the specified intervals. Detergents, bleaches or ammonias shall not
be used for this purpose.  

(6)    Waste grease and oil storage and removal. Waste grease and oil shall not be disposed by
the sanitary sewer. All waste oil and grease must be collected in an appropriate
container provided by an approved vendor, stored in an approved location on premise.
The container must be stored on an impervious surface such as concrete, or pavement.
All waste and grease oil shall be removed by a permitted offal hauler; said material
should be removed from the premises monthly as a minimum. While being stored, all
grease containers and surrounding areas must be kept in a sanitary condition at all times.    

E.    Enforcement and inspection.  

(1)    The Board of Health shall enforce the provisions of this regulation. Any agent of the
Board of Health may, according to law, enter upon any premises at any reasonable time
to inspect for compliance.  

(2)    All records pertaining to purchasing, storage, and removal of grease-related products,
and waste products, shall be retained by the owner or operator on premise for no less
than two years.  

(3)    Upon request by an agent of the Board of Health, an owner or operator shall furnish all
information required to enforce and monitor compliance with this regulation, including,
but not limited to, a complete inventory of all food- and maintenance-related products
that are purchased by the establishment, receipts from permitted offal haulers retained to
remove waste grease or oil from the establishment.  

(4)    The Board of Health may, after providing opportunity for a hearing, order the revocation
of a permit to operate a food establishment, the termination of one or more particular
operations for:   

(a)  Serious or repeated violations of the regulation.   
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(b)  Interference with the Board of Health in the performance of its duty.   

(c)  Keeping or submitting any misleading or false records or documents required by the
regulation.      

F.    Violation. Written notice of any violation of this regulation shall be given to the owner and
operator by an agent of the Board of Health, specifying the nature, time and date of the
violation, any preventative measure required to avoid future violations, and a schedule of
compliance.  

G.    Variance. Any requests for a variance from the provisions of this regulation must be
presented in writing; the request should specify if the variance is being requested due to
restrictions in the amount of available space, and/or economic hardship. Variance requests
regarding the size of a grease trap should be accompanied by kitchen flow calculations
prepared by a Massachusetts-licensed plumber supporting an alternate size.  

H.    Hearing. The person or persons to whom any order or notice issued pursuant to this
regulation has been directed may request a hearing before the Board of Health. Such request
shall be in writing and shall be filed in the office of the Board of Health within 10 days after
receipt of the order or notice.  

I.    Penalty. Any person that violates any provision of this regulation may be punished, under c.
40, § 21D of the Massachusetts General Laws, by a fine of no more than $100 or by filing a
criminal complaint at the appropriate venue. Each day or portion thereof during which a
violation continues shall constitute a separate offense; if more than one, each condition
violated shall constitute a separate offense. Failure to correct violations of any provision of
this regulation may result in the suspension or revocation of a permit to operate a food
establishment or refusal to issue a permit to operate a food establishment as provided in 105
CMR 590.012 or 105 CMR 590.014.  

J.    Severability. Each provision of this regulation shall be construed as separate to the end that if
any part of it shall be held invalid for any reason, the remainder shall continue in full force
and effect.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-22.  Recreational camps for children.  [Added 7-11-2001,
effective 7-18-2001]  

§ 201-22.  Recreational camps for children.  [Added 7-11-2001, effective 7-18-2001]  

A.    105 CMR 430.000, Minimum Sanitation and Safety Standards for Recreational Camps for
Children, State Sanitary Code, Chapter IV, as most recently amended, is hereby adopted as a
local regulation for the Town of Northbridge.  

B.    Camp permits shall expire at the close of the camp season for which the applicant has sought
a permit.  

C.    105 CMR 430.020 Definitions shall be amended as follows: [Added 2-20-2007, effective
3-1-2007] 

  

    Day Camp means a program which:     

  

(1)    Operates on a site for more than two hours but less than 24 hours a day;  
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(2)    Operates for at least three days during a two-week period; and  

(3)    Meets the definition of a recreational camp for children.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-23.  Mercury disposal regulations.  [Added 5-29-2002,
effective 7-1-2002]  

§ 201-23.  Mercury disposal regulations.  [Added 5-29-2002, effective 7-1-2002]  

A.    Purpose. Whereas mercury is an element that can be toxic to humans and wildlife; and
whereas exposure to mercury can damage the nervous system, brain, kidneys, liver, and
immune system; and whereas mercury can enter the body either through skin absorption or
through inhalation of mercury vapors; now therefore, the Board of Health of the Town of
Northbridge passes these rules and regulations for the disposal of mercury containing
products in the Town of Northbridge as part of our mission to protect the health, safety and
welfare of the public.  

B.    Authority. These regulations are promulgated under the authority granted to the Board of
Health under MGL, c. 111, § 31.  

C.    Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

INDIVIDUALS  -- Any person, or persons that may be responsible for the removal or
replacement of mercury containing products. The individual may be the property owner,
contractor, plumber, electrician, or any other person responsible for the ultimate disposal of
mercury containing products, including employees and owners of retail, hardware, and electronic
stores as well as administrators and employees of health care facilities or any other establishment
where mercury containing products may be found.   

MERCURY CONTAINING PRODUCTS  -- Any product that contains the element mercury.
These common products include but are not limited to thermometers (i.e., fever, candy, oven,
indoor and outdoor), thermostats, fluorescent bulbs and switches, barometers,
sphygmomanometers (blood pressure cuffs), and button cell batteries.   

D.    Regulations.  

(1)    Mercury containing products shall not be disposed of through any waste stream that
results in their incineration, landfilling, discharge into the environment or any other
method of disposal not approved by the Department of Environmental Protection and the
Northbridge Board of Health.  

(2)    It shall be the responsibility of the individual(s) removing or replacing such mercury
containing products to properly dispose of this product in accordance with these
regulations and any state regulation regarding proper mercury disposal.  

(3)    Mercury containing products must be disposed of through an approved Board of Health
recycling program. Approved programs shall at a minimum document how they will
accept, store, recycle and transfer each product.    

E.    Enforcement and penalties.  

(1)    Any member of the Board of Health or its agents, the Northbridge Building Department,
including the Building Inspector, Electrical Inspector, and Plumbing Inspector, or any
other person designated by the Board of Health that may oversee the removal,
replacement, or disposal of mercury containing products shall enforce the provisions of
this regulation.  
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(2)    For the purposes of noncriminal disposition under MGL c. 40, § 21D, and the
Northbridge Code of Bylaws § 1-109A, any violation of any section of these regulations
shall be subject to a penalty in the amount of $50 for the first offense, $150 for the
second offense, and $300 for the third and subsequent offenses in the same calendar
year. Each day or portion thereof during which a violation continues shall constitute a
separate offense.    

F.    Severability. Each provision of this regulation shall be construed as separate to the end that if
any part of it shall be held invalid for any reason, the remainder shall continue in full force
and effect.  

G.    Effective date. These rules and regulations shall be effective as of July 1, 2002.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-24.  Floor drain regulations.  [Added 6-11-2003, effective
7-1-2003]  

§ 201-24.  Floor drain regulations.  [Added 6-11-2003, effective 7-1-2003]  

A.    Purpose. Whereas, floor drains in industrial and commercial facilities are often tied to a
system leading to a leaching structure (e.g., dry well, cesspool, leach field) or a septic
system; and poor management practices and accidental and/or intentional discharges may
lead petroleum and other toxic or hazardous materials into these drainage systems in
facilities managing these products; and improper maintenance or inappropriate use of these
systems may allow the passage of contaminants or pollutants entering the drain to discharge
from the leaching structure or septic system to the ground; and discharges of hazardous
wastes and other pollutants to floor drains leading to leaching structures and septic systems
have repeatedly threatened surface and groundwater quality throughout Massachusetts; and
surface and groundwater resources in the Town of Northbridge contribute to the Town's
drinking water supplies; the Town of Northbridge Board of Health adopts the following
regulation, under its authority as specified in Section B, as a preventative measure for the
purpose of preserving and protecting the Town of Northbridge's drinking water resources
from discharges of pollutants to the ground via floor drains, and minimizing the threat of
economic losses to the Town due to such discharges.  

B.    Scope of authority. The Town of Northbridge Board of Health adopts the following
regulation pursuant to authorization granted by M.G.L. c.111, §§ 31 and 122. The regulation
shall apply, as specified herein, to all applicable facilities, existing and new, within the Town
of Northbridge.  

C.    Definitions. For the purposes of this regulation, the following words and phrases shall have
the following meanings:  

COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL FACILITY  -- A public or private establishment where the
principal use is the supply, sale, and/or manufacture of services, products, or information,
including but not limited to: manufacturing, processing, or other industrial operations; service or
retail establishments; printing or publishing establishments; research and development facilities;
small or large quantity generators of hazardous waste; laboratories and hospitals.   

DEPARTMENT  -- The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.   

DISCHARGE  -- The accidental or intentional disposal, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling,
leaking, incineration, or placing of toxic or hazardous material or waste upon or into any land or
water so that such hazardous waste or any constituent thereof may enter the land or waters of the
Commonwealth. Discharge includes, without limitation, leakage of such materials from failed or
discarded containers or storage systems and disposal of such materials into any on-site leaching
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structure or sewage disposal system.   

DRINKING WATER RESOURCE  -- Any and all potable water supplies, including, but not
limited to, public water supply, public wells, private wells, and surface water groundwater.   

FACILITY  -- Commercial or industrial facility as defined above.   

FLOOR DRAIN  -- An intended drainage point on a floor constructed to be otherwise
impervious which serves as the point of entry into any subsurface drainage, treatment, disposal,
containment, or other plumbing system.   

LEACHING STRUCTURE  -- Any subsurface structure through which a fluid that is introduced
will pass and enter the environment, including, but not limited to, dry wells, leaching catch
basins, cesspools, leach fields, and oil/water separators that are not watertight.   

OIL/WATER SEPARATOR  -- A device designed and installed so as to separate and retain
petroleum-based oil or grease, flammable wastes as well as sand and particles from normal
wastes while permitting normal sewage or liquid wastes to discharge into the drainage system by
gravity. Other common names for such systems include MDC traps, gasoline and sand traps, grit
and oil separators, grease traps, and interceptors.   

TOXIC OR HAZARDOUS MATERIAL  -- Any substance or mixture of physical, chemical, or
infectious characteristics posing a significant, actual, or potential hazard to water supplies or
other hazards to human health if such substance or mixture was discharged to land or water of
the Town of Northbridge. Toxic or hazardous materials include, without limitation, synthetic
organic chemicals, petroleum products, heavy metals, radioactive or infectious wastes, acids and
alkalis, and all substances defined as toxic or hazardous under Massachusetts General Laws
(MGL) Chapters 21C and 21E or Massachusetts hazardous waste regulations (310 CMR 30.000),
and also include such products as solvents, thinners, and pesticides in quantities greater than
normal household use.   

USE OF TOXIC OR HAZARDOUS MATERIAL  -- The handling, generation, treatment
storage, or management of toxic or hazardous materials.   

D.    Prohibitions. With the exception of discharges that have received (or have applied and will
receive) a Department-issued permit prior to the effective date of this regulation, no floor
drain(s) shall be allowed to discharge, with or without pretreatment (such as an oil/water
separator), to the ground, a leaching structure, or septic system in any industrial or
commercial facility if such floor drain is located in either:  

(1)    An industrial or commercial process area;  

(2)    A petroleum, toxic, or hazardous materials and/or waste storage area; or  

(3)    A leased facility without either Subsection D(1) or (2) of this section, but in which the
potential for a change of use of the property to a use which does have either Subsection
D(1) or (2) is, in the opinion of the Board of Health or its agent, sufficient to warrant the
elimination of the ground discharge at the present.    

E.    Requirements of existing facilities.  

(1)    The owner of a facility in operation prior to the effective date of this regulation with a
prohibited (as defined under Subsection D) floor drain system shall:   

(a)  Disconnect and plug all applicable inlets to and outlets from (where possible)
applicable leaching structures, oil/water separators, and/or septic systems;   

(b)  Remove all existing sludge in oil/water separators, septic systems and, where
accessible, leaching structures. Any sludge determined to be a hazardous waste shall
be disposed of in accordance with state hazardous waste regulations (310 CMR
30.000). Remedial activity involving any excavation and/or soil or groundwater
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sampling must be performed in accordance with appropriate Department policies;   

(c)  Alter the floor drain system so that the floor drain shall be either:   

[1]    Connected to a holding tank that meets all applicable requirements of
Department policies and regulations, with hauling records submitted to the
Town of Northbridge Board of Health at the time of hauling;   

[2]    Connected to a municipal sanitary sewer line, if available, with all applicable
Department and local permits; or   

[3]    Permanently sealed. (Any facility sealing a drain shall be required to submit for
approval to the Board of Health a hazardous waste management plan detailing
the means of collecting, storing, and disposing of any hazardous waste
generated by the facility, including any spill or other discharge of hazardous
materials or wastes.)      

(2)    Any oil/water separator remaining in use shall be monitored weekly, cleaned not less
than every 90 days, and restored to proper conditions after cleaning so as to ensure
proper functioning. Records of the hauling of the removed contents of the separator shall
be submitted to the Board of Health at the time of hauling.  

(3)    Compliance with all provisions of this regulation must be accomplished in a manner
consistent with Massachusetts Plumbing, Building, and Fire Code requirements.  

(4)    Upon complying with one of the options listed under Subsection E(1)(c), the
owner/operator of the facility shall notify the Department of the closure of said system
by filing with the Department's UIC Notification Form (which may be obtained by
calling 617-292-5770) with the Department, and sending a copy to the Northbridge
Board of Health.    

F.    Effective date. The effective date of this regulation is July 1, 2003.  

(1)    Existing facilities:   

(a)  Owners/operators of a facility affected by this regulation shall comply with all of its
provisions within 120 days of the effective date of this regulation;   

(b)  All applicable discharges to the leaching structures and septic systems shall be
discontinued immediately through temporary isolation or sealing of the floor drain.    

(2)    New facilities:   

(a)  As of the effective date of the regulation, all new construction and/or applicable
change of use within the Town of Northbridge shall comply with the provisions of
this regulation.   

(b)  Certification of conformance with the provisions of this regulation by the Board of
Health shall be required prior to issuance of construction and occupancy permits.   

(c)  The use of any new oil/water separator shall comply with the same requirements as
for existing systems, as specified above in Subsection E(2).      

G.    Penalties. Failure to comply with provisions of this regulation will result in the levy of fines
of not less than $200, but no more than $1,000. Each day's failure to comply with the
provisions of this regulation shall constitute a separate violation. Note: Effective 1992, under
Chapter 111: Section 31 (violation of health regulation) maximum fines increased from $500
to $1,000 and Section 122 (violation of nuisance regulations) maximum fines increased from
$100 to $1,000.  

H.    Severability. Each provision of this regulation shall be construed as separate to the end that,
if any provision, or sentence, clause or phrase thereof shall be held invalid for any reason, the
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remainder of that section and all other sections shall continue in full force and effect.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 4 Board of Health Regulations / Chapter 201, CODE OF
REGULATIONS  / § 201-25.  Outdoor wood-burning furnaces.  [Added 6-19-2007,
effective 7-1-2007]  

§ 201-25.  Outdoor wood-burning furnaces.  [Added 6-19-2007, effective 7-1-2007]  

A.    Statement of purpose.  

(1)    Whereas outdoor wood-burning furnaces have been shown, because of their design, to
emit significantly high quantities of particulate matter and noxious fumes and;  

(2)    Whereas health, safety and nuisance problems have arisen from the use of these
furnaces; and  

(3)    Whereas poor management and poor fuel exacerbate the effects of the smoke created by
the firing of these units; and  

(4)    Whereas complaints related to adverse affects related to health, comfort of life, and
general nuisance have been recorded throughout the State of Massachusetts; and  

(5)    Whereas, the Northbridge Board of Health recognizes the need to protect the public
from detrimental effects from pollutants produced by outdoor wood-burning furnaces,
the Board hereby enacts the following.    

B.    Authority. The Board of Health of the Town of Northbridge, pursuant to authority granted
under MGL c. 111, §§ 31 and 31C, hereby adopts the following regulations in order to
minimize the human health hazards resulting from the smoke and noxious fumes emitted by
outdoor wood-burning furnaces, to encourage proper techniques in the use and location of
these boilers, and to promote the public comfort and convenience.  

C.    Definitions. For the purposes of this regulation, the following words and phrases shall have
the following meanings:  

IMPROPER OPERATIONS  -- Operating an outdoor wood-burning furnace in a manner
contrary to the manufacturer's operating instructions and/or by burning such material that can
cause a public nuisance and/or health hazard.   

OUTDOOR WOOD-BURNING FURNACE  -- An accessory structure or appliance designed to
be located outside space ordinarily used for residential, business or industrial purposes which is
designed to provide heat, via liquid or other means, through the burning of wood, for heating
spaces other than where such structure or appliance is located, or for heating domestic,
swimming pool, hot tub or jacuzzi water. Outdoor wood-burning furnace does not include a fire
pit, wood-fired barbecue or chiminea.   

SEASONED WOOD  -- Wood that has been cut a year and dried at least six months.   

WOOD FUEL  -- All wood intended to be used as fuel, including but not limited to, trees,
cordwood, logs, lumber, sawdust, wood from manufacturing processes (butt offs, shavings,
turnings, sander dust), wood pellets, slabs, bark, chips, and waste pallets. This definition does
not include wood that is chemically treated with any preservative, paint or oil. Moisture content
must not exceed 17%.   

D.    Requirements. No person shall install, establish, modify, operate or use an outdoor
wood-burning furnace, unless the outdoor wood-burning furnace complies with the
following:  

(1)    A permit is required from the Board of Health to install an outdoor wood-burning
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furnace. The permit process shall include submission of a written application form and
payment of the permit fee as established by the Board. The application must be
accompanied by a map indicating proposed furnace location in relation to other
buildings and separating distances from the furnace to all buildings and outbuildings on
site and all neighboring houses with 400 feet, together with distances to all roads
adjacent to the site, and distances from the furnace to woods, brush, and flammable
structures.  

(2)    The outdoor wood-burning furnace must be laboratory tested and approved for safety
according to standards such as UL (Underwriters Laboratories), CAN/CSA (Canada
National Standard/Canadian Standards Association), or ANSI (American National
Standards Institute).  

(3)    No outdoor wood-burning furnace shall be installed within 50 feet of the house it is
serving.  

(4)    The outdoor wood-burning furnace shall not be installed less than 200 feet from a
building not serviced by the furnace or less than 200 feet from any property line of a
vacant lot.  

(5)    Furnaces located between 200 and 400 feet of a house other than the one being serviced
must have a smokestack height of at least 50% of the height of the eaves line of the
highest abutting residence plus two feet; provided, however, that in no event shall the
height of the chimney be less than 16 feet, nor shall the chimney exceed 35 feet from the
ground level.  

(6)    The chimney of an outdoor wood-burning furnace shall be equipped with a properly
functioning spark arrestor system.  

(7)    Only dry, seasoned, untreated wood fuel may be burned in the furnace.  

(8)    The burning of trash, plastics, gasoline, rubber, household garbage, leaves, cardboard
and other materials that do not meet the definition of "wood fuel" is prohibited.  

(9)    Manufacturer's recommendations for the installation and use of the unit must be
followed, provided such instructions do not conflict with the provisions of these
regulations.   

(10)  A copy of the manufacturer's recommendations/owner's manual must be submitted to the
Board of Health as part of the permit application.   

(11)  Outdoor wood-burning furnaces located within 400 feet of another house may only be
operated during the heating season, which shall, for the purpose of these regulations, be
September 1 to May 31, with the exception of days of unseasonable weather.   

(12)  The operation of the outdoor wood-burning furnace does not create a nuisance.   

(13)  The Board of Health shall have the right to take appropriate enforcement or other action,
in accordance with Chapter 111 of the General Laws, with respect to any such boiler
that it determines constitutes a public health nuisance or a cause of filth or sickness.    

E.    Enforcement. Any violation of these regulations shall be punished as described in MGL c.
111, § 31C. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense.  

F.    Variances. The Board of Health may vary any provision of these regulations with respect to
any particular case, when in its opinion, 1) the enforcement thereof would do manifest
injustice, and 2) the applicant has proved that the same degree of protection can be achieved
without strict application of the particular provision. The variance request shall be made in
writing and shall be subject to a public hearing before the Board. The requesting party, shall
at its sole expense, notify all property owners within 400 feet of their property boundary by
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certified mail at least 10 days prior to the public hearing.  

G.    Severability. If any provision contained in these regulations is deemed invalid for any reason,
it shall be severed and shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions.  

H.    Effective date. These regulations shall be effective July 1, 2007.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations

DIVISION 5
Miscellaneous Regulations

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Chapter 204, BOARD OF APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Northbridge as indicated
in part histories. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Zoning -- See Ch. 173.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN] 

Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted 8-25-1988EN(47)] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations 

ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations  / § 204-1.  Officers.  

§ 204-1.  Officers.  

A.    The Board shall elect annually, by a majority vote, one of its members as Chairperson during
the calendar year.  

B.    The Board shall elect annually, by a majority vote, one of its members as Vice Chairperson
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during the calendar year.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations  / § 204-2.  Duties.  

§ 204-2.  Duties.  

A.    The Chairperson or, in his/her absence, the Vice Chairperson shall preside at all meetings
and hearings of the Board, decide all points of order or procedure and perform any duties
required by MGL C. 40A or these rules and regulations.  

B.    The Secretary shall conduct, at the direction of the Board, all official correspondence of the
Board, send out all notices required by law and these rules of procedure, keep a record of
each examination or other official action of the Board and perform all other duties required
by MGL C. 40A, these rules and regulations and the Board. In the absence of the Secretary,
it shall be the duty of the Clerk to act in his/her stead.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations  / § 204-3.  Meetings.  

§ 204-3.  Meetings.  

A.    All meetings of the Board shall be held on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
in Memorial Town Hall, Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts. The first regular meeting of
the year shall constitute the annual organization meeting of the Board.  

B.    All meetings and hearings of the Board shall be open to the public.  

C.    Special meetings may be held upon the call of the Chairperson ad at such other times as the
Board may determine or as required by MGL C. 40A.  

D.    A quorum shall consist of four members, and all actions of the Board shall have the
concurrence of at least four members.  

E.    The Secretary shall keep minutes of the Board's proceedings, showing the vote of each
member upon each question or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact. Minutes
must be filed with the Town Clerk within 14 days of the meeting.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations  / § 204-4.  Appeal and
application procedures.  

§ 204-4.  Appeal and application procedures.  

A.    Variances, special permits, appeals and any other matters stated in MGL C. 40A may be
taken to the Board by any person or town officer aggrieved or affected by any decision of the
Board.  

B.    Such applications shall be made on forms available at the office of the Town Clerk.  
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C.    The applicant or appellant shall file his/her application with the Town Clerk, who shall
conform to all requirements of MGL C. 40A, these rules and regulations and instructions to
the applicant.  

D.    Each application or appeal filed in the proper form with the required data shall be numbered
serially and be placed on the calendar of the Board by the Secretary. Applications and
appeals shall be assigned dates for hearing in the order in which they appear on the calendar,
except that any application or appeal may be advanced for hearing by order of the Board.  

E.    The Board shall give notice to the public of a hearing on any application or appeal in
accordance with MGL C. 40A.  

F.    At the time of the public hearing, the appellant or applicant may appear in his/her own behalf
or be represented by an agent or attorney. The statement of the applicant or appellant shall be
made first, followed by that of any person for the proposal, followed by persons in
opposition. The applicant or appellant shall be given an opportunity for rebuttal. At any point
in this sequence, Board members may inquire of any person.  

G.    All witnesses may be required to testify under oath. The Chairperson or, in his/her absence,
the Vice Chairperson shall administer all oaths.  

H.    The Chairperson or, in his/her absence, the Vice Chairperson may compel the attendance of
witnesses. However, upon the written, request of the applicant or appellant or of the Board,
the Chairperson or, in his/her absence, the Vice Chairperson shall order the attendance of any
witnesses.  

I.    The Board, on its own motion, may provide for the recording of testimony. A copy of the
report shall be made available, upon payment of a reasonable fee, to any person interested in
the application or appeal. All requests for copies of the stenographic report shall be made to
the Secretary no later than 48 hours after the date on which the hearing is held. A reasonable
deposit shall accompany each request for a copy of the stenographic report. A copy of the
report shall be made available to each person fulfilling the requirements of this rule, at which
time any balance of the deposit shall be repaid to such person or any deficit shall be paid to
the Secretary.  

J.    The final decision of any application or appeal to the Board shall be by resolution and by a
concurring vote as required in the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Such resolution shall be in the form of a written decision, which shall include findings of fact
and, in the absence of a stenographic report, a summary of the testimony presented at the
public hearing. If, during the public hearing, opposing facts are presented, the Board shall
include in its written decision its determination as to the facts which it relied upon.  

K.    Whenever the Board imposes any condition with respect to the granting of the application or
appeal, such condition shall be stated in the decision of the Board and in the permit issued
pursuant thereto. Such permit shall remain valid only as long as the condition or conditions
upon which it was granted or the conditions imposed by the Zoning BylawEN(48) are adhered
to.  

L.    The Board shall notify the parties in interest of its decision by complying with MGL C. 40A.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations  / § 204-5.  Fees.  [Amended
11-19-1990 by Board of Selectmen] 

§ 204-5.  Fees.  [Amended 11-19-1990 by Board of Selectmen] 
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A fee of $150 shall be paid, by check or money order, to the Town of Northbridge upon the
filing of each application or appeal for the purpose of defraying the expenses incidental to the
proceedings described in these rules and regulations.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE I, Rules and Regulations  / § 204-6.  Records.  

§ 204-6.  Records.  

A.    A file of all examinations, materials, decisions and other official actions relating to each case
shall be kept by the Secretary as part of the records of the Board.  

B.    All records of the Board shall be a public record.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE II, Amendments 

ARTICLE II, Amendments 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE II, Amendments  / § 204-7.  Procedure. 

§ 204-7.  Procedure. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals may from time to time amend any part or parts of these rules and
regulations by an affirmative vote of not fewer than four members, provided that such
amendment is presented in writing at a regular or special meeting preceding the meeting at
which the vote is taken, and provided that such amendment shall not be in conflict with MGL C.
40A.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE III, Miscellaneous 

ARTICLE III, Miscellaneous 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 1, General Regulations [Adopted
8-25-1988EN]  / ARTICLE III, Miscellaneous  / § 204-8.  Adoption of rules and
regulations. 
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§ 204-8.  Adoption of rules and regulations. 

The foregoing rules and regulations, which are in accordance with the powers granted by MGL
C. 40A enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and in
accordance with the authority granted by the Northbridge Zoning Bylaw,EN(49) are hereby
adopted by the Board of Appeals of the Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts, on August 25,
1988.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted
8-12-2004] 

Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted 8-12-2004] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted
8-12-2004]  / ARTICLE IV, Comprehensive Permit Regulations 

ARTICLE IV, Comprehensive Permit Regulations 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted
8-12-2004]  / ARTICLE IV, Comprehensive Permit Regulations  / § 204-9.
Authorization. 

§ 204-9.  Authorization. 

These regulations are authorized by MGL c. 40B, § 21 and MGL c. 44, § 53G.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted
8-12-2004]  / ARTICLE IV, Comprehensive Permit Regulations  / § 204-10.
Complete Application and Documentation. 

§ 204-10.  Complete Application and Documentation. 

It is the intent of the Board to have a complete application and full documentation provided with
the application. The Board may deny a comprehensive permit if material information is missing.
In addition, the Board may require additional information during the review process, as it deems
appropriate.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted
8-12-2004]  / ARTICLE IV, Comprehensive Permit Regulations  / § 204-11.
Submittal Requirements.  



Town of Northbridge
PC/CodeBook for Windows

456

§ 204-11.  Submittal Requirements.  

The applicant shall be required to submit the following information.  

(a)  Preliminary site development plans showing the locations and outlines of proposed
buildings; the proposed locations, general dimension, and materials for streets, drives,
parking areas, walks and paved areas; and proposed landscaping improvements and open
areas within the site. The plans should also include actual topographical features at a
minimum scale of 1" = 40', showing 2'-0" contour intervals; with the wetlands delineated by
a botanist or certified soils scientist. All site development plans to be signed and stamped by
a professional civil engineer registered in the State of Massachusetts;  

(b)  Preliminary architectural scaled drawings for building plans including typical floor plans
including typical elevations and sections (identifying construction type and exterior finish),
along with preliminary architectural renderings. These drawings shall be signed and stamped
by a licensed architect registered in the State of Massachusetts;  

(c)  A report, together with a plan(s) if applicable, regarding existing site conditions and a
summary of conditions in the surrounding areas, showing the location and nature of existing
buildings, existing street elevations, traffic patterns and character of open areas, if any, in the
neighborhood. The zoning district or districts, if more than one district is involved, shall also
be shown on the plan. (If the abutting land is in another district or town; this shall also be
shown);  

(d)  Projects shall contain a report of the impacts of the project in terms of traffic, public safety,
municipal services, school and public facilities, recreation, and the effect on open space and
the natural environment, including endangered species.  

(e)  A tabulation of proposed buildings by type, size, (number of bedrooms, floor area), and
ground coverage, and summary showing the percentage of the tract to be occupied by
buildings, by parking and other paved vehicular areas, and by parks and open space area;  

(f)  Where a subdivision of land is involved, a preliminary or definitive subdivision plan shall be
submitted, signed and stamped by a professional civil engineer registered in the State of
Massachusetts. If a preliminary plan is submitted, the Board shall have the right to require
the applicant to submit any and all information typically required on a definitive plan, if
deemed necessary by the Board;  

(g)  A preliminary plan showing the proposed location of all utilities, including, but not limited
to, underground electrical, telephone, cable, gas, water, type of sewage, along with water and
drainage facilities, including hydrants;  

(h)  Documents specified in 760 CMR 31.01 to show the status of the applicant and the
acceptability of the site;  

(i)    Written Documentation:  

1.      Appropriate documentation evidencing the applicant's control of the site.  

2.      A copy of the deed to the applicant's property showing the Registry of Deeds Book and
Page number(s). If the property is under a purchase and sales agreement, a copy of said
agreement shall also be provided.  

3.      If the applicant is not the owner of the property, the owner(s) shall provide written
authorization for the subject application by the applicant on the application, as well as
for any applicant's successor in interest.  

4.      If the individual signing the application is unable to attend any hearing on the
application, the Board shall require written authorization from the applicant that the
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designated representative has consent to represent the applicant or to withdraw the
application.    

(j)    A list of requested exemptions to local requirements and regulations, including local codes,
bylaws, and/or regulations;  

(k)  Certified plan of land prepared by a registered land surveyor and a registered professional
civil engineer registered in the State of Massachusetts. The plan shall include abutter's
information;  

(l)    Twenty-five copies of said application/petition with attachments and exhibits shall be
submitted to the Town Clerk upon filing (to be distributed to the ZBA members, the ZBA
recording secretary and to all of the Town departments). Up to 10 additional copies shall be
provided to the ZBA upon request;  

(m)  An abutters list certified by the Town's Assessor's Office listing all "abutters" as defined in
MGL c. 40A, § 11.  

(n)  If the proposed project exceeds four house lots, or dwelling units, or exceeds one acre of
construction area, the project shall conform to the Massachusetts Stormwater Policy Manual.  

(o)  Stormwater structures shall be designed to accommodate the 100 year, 24 hour storm event.
Design calculations for the 2-year, 10-year, 25-year, 50-year and 100-year
(twenty-four-hour) storm events shall be provided. Calculations shall be performed by a
Registered Professional Civil Engineer using the United States Soil Conservation Service
Technical Release No. 55 for design of the stormwater infiltration, detention or retention
structures. Pipe sizes shall be based upon the Rational Formula for the same storm events.
All calculations shall be presented in a clear and concise manner and shall accompany the
submittal. The design basis shall be that pre-developed stormwater flows shall be equal to or
less than the post-developed stormwater flows with respect to flow and volume. No new
point discharges shall be permitted. Routing hydrographs for the pre-developed and
post-developed conditions shall also be provided.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted
8-12-2004]  / ARTICLE IV, Comprehensive Permit Regulations  / § 204-12.  Filing
Fee. 

§ 204-12.  Filing Fee. 

A filing fee based on a flat fee and the number of housing units proposed shall accompany the
application: $1,000 base fee, plus $100 per housing unit proposed.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 204, BOARD OF
APPEALS RULES AND REGULATIONS  / Part 2, Permit Regulations [Adopted
8-12-2004]  / ARTICLE IV, Comprehensive Permit Regulations  / § 204-13.  Outside
Consultants and Review Fees.   

§ 204-13.  Outside Consultants and Review Fees.   

(a)  When reviewing an application for, or when conducting inspections in relation to, a
comprehensive permit application, the Board may determine that the assistance of outside
consultants is warranted due to the size, scale or complexity of a proposed project, because
of a project's potential impacts. The Board may require that applicants pay a "project review
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fee" consisting of the reasonable costs incurred by the Board for the employment of outside
consultants engaged by the Board to assist in the review of a proposed project;  

(b)  In hiring outside consultants, the Board may engage engineers, planners, lawyers, urban
designers or other appropriate professionals who can assist the Board in analyzing a project
to ensure compliance with all relevant laws, bylaws, and regulations. Such assistance may
include, but not be limited to, analyzing an application, monitoring or inspecting a project or
site for compliance with the Board's decision or regulations, or inspecting a project during
construction or implementation. The Board has the right to request the applicant to sign a
disclosure regarding any common interest with any of the consultants;  

(c)  Town Counsel or Special Counsel may be considered a consultant at the discretion of Zoning
Board of Appeals.  

(d)  Funds received by The Board pursuant to this section shall be deposited with the municipal
treasurer who shall establish a special account for this purpose. Expenditures from this
account may be made at the direction of the Board without further appropriation.
Expenditures from this special account shall be made only for the services rendered in
connection with a specific project or projects for which a project review fee has been
collected from the applicant. Accrued interest may also be spent for this purpose. Failure of
an applicant to pay a review fee shall be grounds for denial of the comprehensive permit
application;  

(e)  At the completion of the Board's review of a project, any excess amount in the account,
including interest, attributable to a specific project shall be repaid to the applicant or the
applicant's successor in interest. A final report of said account shall be made available to the
applicant or applicant's successor in interest. For the purpose of this regulation, any person or
entity claiming to be an applicant's successor in interest shall provide the Board with
documentation establishing such succession in interest.  

(f)  The applicant may make an administrative appeal from the selection of the outside consultant
to the Board of Selectmen. Such appeal must be made in writing and may be taken only
within 20 days after the Board has mailed or hand-delivered notice to the applicant of the
selection. The grounds of such an appeal shall be limited to claims that the consultant
selected has a conflict of interest or does not possess the minimum, required qualifications.
The minimum qualifications shall consist of an educational degree in, or related to, the field
at issue and three or more years of practice in the field at issue or a related field. The required
time limit for action upon an application by the Board shall be extended by the duration of
the administrative appeal. In the event that no decision is made by the Board of Selectmen
within one month following the filing of the appeal, the selection by the Board shall stand.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Chapter 205, CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Conservation Commission of the Town of Northbridge as indicated
in article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 GENERAL REFERENCES 

Wetlands protection bylaw -- See Ch. 7, § 7-700.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  / ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations
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[Adopted 3-11-2009] 

ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations  [Adopted 3-11-2009] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  / ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations
[Adopted 3-11-2009]  / § 205-1.  General provisions.  

§ 205-1.  General provisions.  

A.    Authority, jurisdiction and purpose. These regulations, promulgated in accordance with
the 2008 Northbridge Wetlands Protection Bylaw (hereafter called the 'Bylaw'),EN(50) having
been voted by the Northbridge Conservation Commission on March 11, 2009 and having
been filed with the Northbridge Town Clerk are effective as of March 13, 2009.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  / ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations
[Adopted 3-11-2009]  / § 205-2.  Exemptions and exceptions.   

§ 205-2.  Exemptions and exceptions.   

(a)  Single-family home lots. In accordance with § 7-703D of the Bylaw, applications and
permits required by the Bylaw are not required for single-family home lots in existence prior
to the effective date of the Bylaw. Therefore, any single-family home lot duly recorded with
the Worcester County Registry of Deeds on or before September 10, 2008 is exempt from the
Bylaw. Lots created through subdivision after September 10, 2008 are subject to the
provision of the Bylaw and these Regulations. This exemption in no way removes any
requirement for applications and permits required by the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act.  

(b)  Waivers and variances. Upon an appeal or a petition, with respect to a finding or decision
on a submission, the Conservation Commission may grant a variance from the terms of the
Wetlands Bylaw and these regulations where the Conservation Commission specifically find
that, owing to circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography of land and
especially affecting such land, but not affecting, generally, the wetland interests protected by
the Bylaw, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the Bylaw would involve substantial
hardship, financial or otherwise, to the appellant or petitioner, and that desirable relief may
be granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without nullifying or
substantially derogating from the intent or purpose of the Bylaw. In authorizing such
variance, the Conservation Commission may impose limitations of time, locus, and
conditions of work such as, but not limited to those specified in § 7-707 of the Bylaw and
§ 205-5 of this Regulation.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  / ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations
[Adopted 3-11-2009]  / § 205-3.  Permit applications and requests.   

§ 205-3.  Permit applications and requests.   

3.01      Time Periods. In order to insure adequate and proper review by the Conservation
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Commission, staff and the public, all permit applications and related documentation -
including forms, narrative descriptions, plans, maps, tables, charts, reports, etc. - must be
submitted to the Conservation Commission no later than fourteen (14) days prior to the
scheduled public hearing, or its continuation. Documentation submitted by the Applicant
thirteen (13) days or less before the public hearing may be excluded from said hearing or
held for discussion at a subsequently scheduled hearing if, in the opinion of the Conservation
Commission, the Conservation Commission staff or public will not have adequate or
sufficient time to properly consider said material.  

3.02      Fees.  

(a)    General. Section 7-704 of the Bylaw provides for two types of payments by applicants.
Though both are called "fees," one is the filing fee payable at the time of submitting an
application and the other is the "consultant" fee, paid in special cases when needed. In
both cases, these fees are deposited into the Wetland Protection Revolver Account. The
fees are set forth as follows:  

(b)    Fee Definition and Schedule   

(1)  Filing Fee - payable with application 

 

 Permit fees are payable at the time of application and are non-refundable. Fees shall be
calculated by the Conservation Commission or its agent using the schedule below. These fees are
in addition to and separate from those fees required by the Conservation Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. Town of Northbridge projects are
exempt from this fee.   

 Permit applications will not be considered complete unless all local and state fees are paid at the
time of application submittal. The Conservation Commission shall notify, in writing, the
applicant when the correct filing fee has not been paid to the town and the filing is therefore
incomplete. Sais notification shall specify the correct fee amount. The fee will be based on the
project design as proposed at the time of filing and based on any changes or amendments made
during the public hearing process which increase the size of the project. Rebates will not be
given for projects which decrease in size during the public hearing, due to an applicant's failure
to consider alternatives and reasonable use prior to the initial filing.   

 At the time of a permit application, the applicant shall pay a filing fee according to the following
schedule:     

   

(a)    Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) 

  

    <3 acres   $100   

    3+ acres   $150     

   

(b)    Notice of Intent (NOI) 

 

 The Notice of Intent filing fee shall be 50% of that total fee which is applied under the State
NOI filing fees as of October 8, 2004. This fee shall be in addition to that fee for the State filing.   
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    For example, a proposed project which comes under Category 2 of the State fee schedule
($500 State filing fee) shall be assessed a fee under the Town Bylaw of $250, payable to
the Town of Northbridge (i.e. State Fee x 0.50).     

   

(c)    Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation(ANRAD). The ANRAD
filing fee shall be 50% of that total fee which is applied under the State
ANRAD filing fees as of October 8, 2004. This fee shall be in addition to that
fee for the State filing.   

(d)    Request for Extension to Order of Conditions $100    

(2)  Consultant Fee 

 

 Upon receipt of a Notice of Intent, Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation, or
Request for Determination of Applicability, or at any point in its deliberations, the Conservation
Commission may deem it necessary to obtain expert engineering or other outside consultant
services in order to reach a final decision on the application. The specific consultant services
may include, but are not limited to, Resource Area survey and delineation, analysis of Resource
Area values (including Wildlife Habitat evaluations), hydrogeologic and drainage analysis, and /
or environmental or land use law.   

 In such instances, the Conservation Commission shall notify the Applicant of this need and shall
provide the opportunity for the application to be amended or withdrawn. Should an Applicant
choose to proceed, the Conservation Commission shall require the Applicant to pay the
reasonable costs and expenses for these consulting services. This fee is called the consultant fee.
The exercise of discretion by the Conservation Commission in making its determination to
require the payment of a consultant fee shall be based upon its reasonable finding that additional
information acquirable only through outside consultants would be necessary for the making of an
objective decision.   

 The Conservation Commission may require the payment of the consultant fee at any point in its
deliberations prior to a final decision.     

    

(c)    Fees for Advertising the Public Hearing. The applicant is responsible for the cost of
the legal advertisement of the public hearing. The advertisement will be placed by the
Conservation Commission Office and the fee shall be paid by the applicant prior to the
issuance of a decision by the Conservation Commission.     

3.03      Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) 

  

 A Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) shall include sufficient information to
enable the Commission to find and view the area and to determine whether the proposed Work
will Alter resource areas protected by the Bylaw. The information shall be submitted using Form
1 of the Wetland Protection Act, M.G.L. Chapter 131, §40 (WPA or the Act) and shall include,
at a minimum:     

  

(1)    Such Plans as are needed to locate and inspect the area and to determine whether the
proposed Work may Significantly Alter an Area Subject To Protection. These Plans
shall show:  
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a)    All Wetlands that are within 100 feet of the edge of Activity;   

b)    Riverfront Areas including inner and outer riparian zones  

c)    Wetland Protection Setbacks (See §5.03 (B) (2))  

d)    The 100 foot Buffer Zone;  

e)    Erosion and sedimentation control/prevention devices and method of maintenance;  

f)    The edge of disturbance, if different from the erosion control/prevention devices.  

g)    Location of stockpiled materials, if any.    

(2)    If all data required by the Commission and/or its agent are not received, the filing shall
not be considered complete, a public meeting shall not be scheduled and the Applicant
shall be notified. 

 

 At the public meeting, the Commission will make a "positive" or a "negative" determination:   

    Positively: that the area or Activity is subject to the jurisdiction of the Bylaw and
requires the filing of a Notice of Intent; or    

    Negatively: that the area or Activity is not subject to the jurisdiction of the Bylaw, or
that the interests protected by the Bylaw are fully protected by the project as proposed.     

    

3.04      Notices Of Intent (NOI) 

 

    Written application shall be filed with the Commission to perform Activities regulated
by the Bylaw affecting Resource Areas protected under the Bylaw. The Applicant shall
provide the Commission with two copies of the filing (WPA Form 3), and provide the
Department of Environmental Protection with one copy. The application shall include
such information and Plans as are deemed necessary by the Commission to describe
proposed Activities and their effects on Areas Subject to Protection. No Activities shall
commence without receiving, recording and complying with an Order of Conditions
issued pursuant to the Bylaw, and receiving a file number from the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection.     

  

(a)    The Commission may accept as the application and plans under the Bylaw the Notice of
Intent and plans filed under the Act. The filing shall at a minimum include two copies of
the following:  

(1)     

(2)  Such Plans and specifications required of an Applicant under the Act and as
specified in the regulations of the Act;  

a)      Limit of construction line shall be shown on plan.  

b)      Area (square footage) of all proposed disturbance within any jurisdictional area
shall be called out on design plan.  

c)      The location and details of foundation and storm water management measures.    

(3)  A list of Abutters from the most recent tax list of the Town and certified by the
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Town Assessors;  

(4)  A detailed sequence of construction;  

(5)  A detailed plan of Wetland replacement or restoration if the project proposes a
Wetland Alteration;    

(b)    In order to clarify the review process for the Commission and/or its agent, all Wetlands
within 100 feet of the edge of Activity shall be marked with numbered flagging tape,
which will correspond to the edge of Wetlands numerically indicated on the Plans.   

(1)  The Commission may, at its discretion during review, request additional information
be provided. This information may include, but is not limited to;  

a)      Field location (flagging) and indication on the design plan of all trees 6" or
greater diameter at breast height (DBH) that are proposed to be cut or felled in
the resource area and buffer zone.      

(c)    When a Person filing an application is other than the owner, the applicant shall send a
copy of the application and the notice of the hearing to the current owner. A copy of the
findings themselves shall be sent by the Commission to the owner. The Applicant shall
supply the Commission with the name and current address of the owner.  

(d)    Any Person filing a Notice of Intent under the Bylaw shall also notify, by certified mail
or certificate of mailing, all Abutters of the filing of such Notice of Intent. Such Notice
shall clearly identify the land on which the Work is to be done and describe the general
nature of the Work. Notice shall include the date, place, and time of said public hearing,
and where Plans may be reviewed. A list of Persons so notified and proof of such
notification shall be filed with the Commission prior to the opening of the public
hearing. If proof of said notification is not presented to the Commission, the public
hearing shall not be opened. Said notification of Abutters should be sent not less than
ten (10) days prior to the scheduled hearing. For example, when a hearing is scheduled
for a regular Wednesday meeting, said notification shall be sent by Monday of the week
before the meeting, at the latest.    

3.05      Request for Extension to an Order of Conditions (OOC)  

(a)    The Commission may extend an Order of Conditions once for a period of up to three
years. Written requests for an Extension shall be made not less than thirty days prior to
the expiration of said Order of Conditions.  

(b)    The Commission may deny a request for Extension under the following circumstances:  

(1)  where no Work has begun on the project, except where such failure is due to
unavoidable delay, such as appeals in obtaining other necessary permits;  

(2)  where new information, not available at the time of original permanent filing, has
become available and indicates the Order of Conditions is insufficient to protect the
Areas Subject to Protection;  

(3)  where incomplete Work is causing damage to the Areas Subject to Protection;  

(4)  where Work has been done in violation of the Order of Conditions;  

(5)  where an Extension has previously been granted for said project.    

(c)    Said Extension (WPA Form 7) shall be recorded in the Worcester County Registry of
Deeds. The applicant shall forward to the Conservation Commission proof of the
recording within ten (10) days of issuance.      

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
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12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  / ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations
[Adopted 3-11-2009]  / § 205-4.  Permits, Determinations and Conditions   

§ 205-4.  Permits, Determinations and Conditions   

4.01      Performance Standards, Conditions and Restrictions  

(a)    Pre-construction Requirements   

(1)  Prior to commencement of site alteration, the petitioner shall provide to the
Commission receipted proof that the permit has been recorded in the chain of title of
the subject property at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds.   

(2)  Prior to commencement of site alteration permitted under a Notice of Intent, the
petitioner shall display at the entrance of the site a sign, at least 2' x 2' and no larger
than 3' x 3', giving the Wetlands Permit file number assigned to the project as
follows: Northbridge Wetlands Permit No. ____   

(3)  The sign shall be displayed at all times and shall not be removed until a Final
Release has been issued by the Commission. The sign, in appropriate cases, may be
the same sign as that required by an Order of Conditions, provided that the words:
"Northbridge Wetlands Permit No. ____" are displayed.    

(b)    Wetlands Setback Policy   

(1)  Basis of Policy 

  

    The Conservation Commission's experience in reviewing a wide variety of projects
demonstrates that alteration or construction activities in the buffer zone close to the
resource, consistently result in destructive effects on the wetlands themselves. These
include, but are not limited to, disturbance of natural vegetation along the wetlands
boundary, run-off of pollutants, fill materials, and other substances into the wetlands,
stockpiling or dumping of materials or debris which migrate over time into the
wetlands, encroachment by home owners into remaining buffer and disturbance of
wildlife habitat, such a nesting sites and corridors which are important to wetland
species. The Conservation Commission has also noted a tendency on the part of many
project proponents to design the project so that it goes to the absolute limit of the
wetland boundary. Particularly given the difficulty which often arises in defining that
boundary, in most instances it is vital to protect an adjacent section of the buffer zone
and prevent the inevitable destructive impacts on the wetlands which goes to the
boundary.   

    In order to protect and preserve the public interests and values of the wetlands and
waterways of the Town of Northbridge, activities in Wetland and Buffer Zone
Resource Areas should be avoided to the full extent practicable. Where activity in the
buffer zone is unavoidable, the following minimum distances (setbacks) from the
edge of Wetlands or Vernal Pools apply to all activity. No activity shall be allowed
within these setbacks except as provided below. These setbacks are the minimum and
may be extended further if deemed necessary for the protection of the interests of the
Bylaw by the Commission.     

   

(2)  Wetland Setbacks for New Activities 
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    Required minimum setbacks from the edge of the wetland or vernal pool and the
stated structure or activity shall be as follows:     
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    a)   Crossings and structures necessary for upland access where
reasonable alternative access is unavailable --  

0 feet  

    b)   Wetland-dependent structures (drain outfalls and weirs) --  15 feet  

    c)   Undisturbed natural vegetation except surrounding vernal
pools --  

35 feet  

    d)   Undisturbed natural vegetation to the mean high water line for
vernal pools --  

85 feet  

    e)   The edge of driveways, roadways, and structures except vernal
pools (i.e. no-build) --  

50 feet  

    f)   The edge of driveways, roadways, and structures for vernal
pools (i.e. no-build) --  

100 feet  

    g)   Underground storage of gasoline, oil or other fuels and
hazardous materials --  

100 feet  

 

  

    Applicants wishing to rebut the presumption set forth in this policy shall provide the
Conservation Commission with the following information, together with any
additional relevant information which the Conservation Commission may require:   

    °   A cross-sectional profile of elevation change in any area of the buffer zone of
a wetland which would be disturbed by the proposed activity.   

    °   A list of all vascular plant species occurring in the buffer zone and adjacent
wetland areas including data on relative abundance of each species.   

    °   A wildlife habitat evaluation of the buffer zone and adjacent wetlands
including data on observed wildlife utilization of such area, such as breeding
bird use, occurrence of fish, reptiles, amphibians and mammals.   

    °   A description of the nature of any public or ecological benefits which may
arise from the proposed activities.   

    °   Photographs of the area to be disturbed.     

   

(3)  Wetland Setbacks For Existing Structures. Work associated with pre-existing
structures or activities not presently in compliance with § 4.03(b)(2) may not
increase the degree of "non-conformance" of those structures or activities. No new
activity shall be commenced and no new structure shall be located closer to the edge
of a Wetland Resource Area than existing non-conforming like Activities or
structures, but the Commission may permit new like Activity or structures as close
to the Wetland Resource Area as the existing like Activity or structure if it finds
such Activity or structure will not affect the interests provided for in the Bylaw more
adversely than the existing Activity or structure.    

(c)    Resource Flagging and Marking. All Notice of Intent design plans submitted to the
Conservation Commission shall note all numbered flags used to delineate the resource in
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the field. These plans should also show all locations used to test for hydric soils. At least
two such locations, one upland and one wetland, shall be located for every three hundred
feet (300') of linear bordering vegetative wetland. These locations shall be marked in the
field for future observations by the conservation commission members.  

(d)    Ground Water Recharge. 

  

    All new construction (residential, commercial and industrial) shall provide a means to
infiltrate water discharged from all roof drains. Infiltration chambers or equivalent devices
are acceptable for this purpose. Should the applicant provide the Commission with
evidence that soil characteristics in the vicinity of the propose alterations are not conducive
to infiltration, the Commission will explore alternative designs with the applicant.   

    Related regulations: Northbridge Bylaw Chapter 173 (Zoning), Article XIII, Aquifer
Protection Districts     

  

(e)    Erosion Control and Prevention. All permitted activities shall comply with
Northbridge Bylaw Chapter 173 (Zoning), § 18.2 Erosion control, and the following
standards.   

(1)  Grading. Any cut or fill slope within thirty-five feet (35') of a Bordering Vegetated
Wetland (BVW) or of a perennial or intermittent stream, shall be designed at no
greater than a three foot horizontal to one foot vertical slope (3:1). In no case will a
slope be allowed with a gradient steeper than two feet horizontal to one foot vertical
(2:1) within the one-hundred foot (100') buffer zone of the resource.   

(2)  Barriers. Proposed location of the erosion controls shall be shown on the Plan
submitted in the Wetland filing furnished by the Applicant for Commission review
and approval. Erosion control devices shall be installed prior to the commencement
of Activities on the site. The Commission requires the installation of silt fence in
combination with weed-free straw bales. The commission may require or entertain
the use of alternative erosion controls where appropriate.    

(f)    Storage of Fill. If any Fill is to be stored on site, it shall be stored outside of the
resource area (including the buffer zone). It shall be surrounded by sufficient controls to
prevent erosion of material into the resource area. The location of said Fill shall appear
on any Plans submitted to the Commission pursuant to a filing. If the Commission
determines that the proposed location of Fill threatens the Areas Subject to Protection it
may require the Applicant to store said Fill in a different location or to remove it
completely from the site.  

(g)    Construction Debris. There shall be no disposal or burial of construction debris (i.e.
scrap lumber, metals, concrete, asphalt, piping, logs, stumps, etc.) within one hundred
(100) feet of a Wetland or in the riverfront area unless approved by the Commission
under the filing. Illegal disposal of said debris shall result in a stop work order, fine,
required removal of said debris, or all of the above. The Commission may allow the
creation of a spoils area, which would be required to be designated on the project
PLANS, if it is proven that it will not harm Areas Subject to Protection. Compliance
with these regulations shall not excuse the applicant from complying with any other
pertinent federal, state or local regulation.  

(h)    Wetlands Replacement and Resource Area Restoration 
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    Wetlands that are proposed to be Altered will, in all instances, require, at a minimum, 2
square feet replacement for each 1 square foot altered -- a 2:1 replication standard.
Wetlands replacement will be hydrologically connected to the wetlands proposed to be
altered.   

    Projects involving Wetlands Filling and/or permanent Alterations shall meet the
requirements of 310 CMR, 10:60 (3) and 10.55 (4) and the following Requirements of the
Commission:     
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of organic soil in the existing and proposed Wetlands;   

b)      Plant species detail, including species found in the area to be Altered, and
number, types and locations of species to be introduced into the Replacement
area;   

c)      Detail of stabilization Plans for Replacement area Banks;   

d)      Wildlife Habitat diversity plan;   

e)      An alternatives analysis.     

(2)  The Replacement area must be shown to sufficiently duplicate the functions of the
Wetland proposed to be Altered;   

(3)  The Replacement area shall be constructed, to the extent possible, immediately after
Alteration of the existing Wetland and during the same growing season;   

(4)  The proposed Replacement area must be clearly flagged for Commission site
inspection before the filing shall be considered complete, and said flagging shall be
numerically coded and correspondingly shown on the Plans.   

(5)  If, after two growing seasons, the Commission determines that the Replacement area
has not satisfactorily developed into a Wetland the Applicant or owner may be
required to submit new Plans to successfully Replace said Wetland. No Certificate of
Compliance shall be issued until the Commission has determined that a satisfactory
Replacement area has been completed at the end of the three year period. 

 

 Other resource areas (e.g. buffer zone) specified in the Order of Conditions that require
restoration or replanting will comply with the following Requirements of the Commission:     

   

(6)  A detailed replanting plan shall be included on the approved plans.   

(7)  Trees 6" or greater (DBH) which were cut or felled in the resource area and buffer
zone and designated for replacement in the Order, shall be replaced in kind with
plantings of 2.5 inch caliper nursery stock or greater.    

(i)    Post Construction Requirements   

(1)  If specified in the Order of Conditions, applicants shall provide, prior to issuance of
a Certificate of Compliance, as-built plans signed and stamped by a professional
engineer or land surveyor. The as-built plan shall include detail conditions (building
and driveway location, grading, underground utility locations, outlet pipes with
elevations, etc.) and all changes from the original plans with an explanation for these
changes.   

(2)  Applicant shall be responsible for installation of permanent, concrete bounds
embedded no less than 2 feet below grade along the proposed limit of disturbance as
approved. Spacing shall be determined at the time of permitting in consultation with
the Conservation Commission.   

(3)  Any application of fertilizer on any lawn, landscaping, garden, orchard or field
within 100 feet of any resource area or 200 feet of river front area shall use 20-0-10
or other reasonable slow release zero phosphate fertilizer.        

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION  / ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations
[Adopted 3-11-2009]  / § 205-5.  Definitions  

§ 205-5.  Definitions  

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and implementation of this chapter. 

Except as otherwise provided in the Wetland Protection Bylaw and this regulation of the
Conservation Commission, the definitions of terms and procedures shall be as set forth in the
Wetlands Protection Act (G.L. Ch. 131 § 40) and Regulations (310 CMR 10.00). 

The term "AGRICULTURE" shall refer to the definition provided by G.L. Ch. 128 § 1A. 

The term "ALTER" shall include, without limitation, the following activities when undertaken
to, upon, within or affecting resource areas protected by this chapter:  

(1)  Removal, excavation, or dredging of soil, sand, gravel, or aggregate materials of any kind  

(2)  Changing of preexisting drainage characteristics, flushing characteristics, salinity
distribution, sedimentation patterns, flow patterns, or flood retention characteristics  

(3)  Drainage or other disturbance of water level or water table  

(4)  Dumping, discharging, or filling with any material which may degrade water quality  

(5)  Placing of fill, or removal of material, which would alter elevation  

(6)  Driving of piles or erection, expansion or repair of buildings, or structures of any kind  

(7)  Placing of obstructions or objects in water  

(8)  Destruction of plant life, including cutting or trimming of trees and shrubs  

(9)  Changing temperature, biochemical oxygen demand or other physical, biological or chemical
characteristics of any waters  

(10)      Any activities, changes, or work which may cause or tend to contribute to pollution of
any body of water or groundwater  

(11)      Incremental activities which have, or may have, a cumulative adverse impact on the
resource areas protected by this chapter 

 

 The term "BANK" shall include the land area which normally abuts and confines a water body;
the lower boundary being the mean annual low flow level, and the upper boundary being the first
observable break in the slope or the mean annual flood level, whichever is higher.   

 The term "BUFFER ZONE" shall mean that area of land extending 100 feet horizontally
outward from the boundary of any freshwater wetland, marsh, wet meadow, bog, swamp, vernal
pool, spring, bank, beach, reservoir, lake, pond, land under a water body and intermittent stream,
brook and creek.   

 The term "BYLAW" shall mean the Town of Northbridge Wetland Protection Bylaw, Chapter
7-700.   

 The term "LAKE" shall mean any open body of fresh water with a surface area of 10 acres or
more, and shall include great ponds.   
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 The term "PERSON" shall include any individual, group of individuals, association, partnership,
corporation, company, business organization, trust, estate, the Commonwealth or political
subdivision thereof to the extent subject to town bylaws, administrative agency, public or
quasi-public corporation or body, the Town of Northbridge and any other legal entity, its legal
representatives, agents, or assigns.   

 The term "POND" shall follow the definition of 310 CMR 10.04 except that the size threshold
of 10,000 square feet shall not apply.   

 The term "QUORUM" shall mean a simple majority of the sitting members of the Conservation
Commission.   

 The term "RARE SPECIES" shall include, without limitation, all vertebrate and invertebrate
animals and all plant species listed as endangered, threatened, or of special concern by the
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, regardless whether the site in which they occur
has been previously identified by the Division.   

 The term "RESOURCE AREA" shall mean all of the following areas defined in § 7-702 of the
Bylaw: freshwater wetlands, marshes, wet meadows, bogs, swamps, vernal pools, springs, banks,
beaches, reservoirs, lakes, ponds of any size, lands under water bodies, intermittent streams,
brooks and creeks and their associated buffer zones; perennial rivers, streams, brooks and creeks
and their associated riverfront areas; and lands subject to flooding or inundation by groundwater
or surface water.   

 The term "RIVERFRONT AREA" shall mean that area of land extending 200 feet horizontally
outward from the boundary of any perennial river, stream, brook and creek.   

 The term "VERNAL POOL" shall include, in addition to scientific definitions found in the
Regulations under the Wetlands Protection Act, any confined basin or depression not occurring
in existing lawns, gardens, landscaped areas or driveways which, at least in most years, holds
water for a minimum of two continuous months during the spring and/or summer, contains at
least 200 cubic feet of water at some time during most years, is free of adult predatory fish
populations, and provides essential breeding and rearing habitat functions for amphibian, reptile
or other vernal pool community species, regardless of whether the site has been certified by the
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife. The boundary of the resource area for vernal
pools shall be the mean annual high-water line defining the depression.     

    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 205,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  / ARTICLE I, Wetlands Protection Regulations
[Adopted 3-11-2009]  / § 205-6.  Compliance and Release   

§ 205-6.  Compliance and Release   

6.01      Certificates of Compliance (COC)  

(a)    A request for a Certificate of Compliance shall be made in writing to the Commission
using the WPA Form 8A.  

(b)    Before issuing the Certificate of Compliance, a site inspection shall be made by the
Commission and/or its agent. The Applicant shall be notified prior to the inspection and
may be present at the inspection if that is desired.  

(c)    If the Commission determines, after review and inspection, that the Work has not been
done in compliance with the Order, it shall refuse to issue said Certificate of Compliance
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and specify the reasons for denial in writing to the Applicant.  

(d)    If the Certificate of Compliance does not apply to all Work regulated by the Order of
Conditions, it shall state to what portions of the Work it applies.  

(e)    The Certificate of Compliance (WPA Form 8B), if issued, shall be recorded by the
Applicant in the Worcester County Registry of Deeds. Applicants shall provide the
Conservation Commission with proof of the recording within ten (10) days of issuance.       

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 207, FIRE
DEPARTMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Chapter 207, FIRE DEPARTMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS 

[The up-to-date rules and regulations of the Northbridge Fire Department are on file in the
offices of the Fire Department.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD 

Chapter 217, PLANNING BOARD 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Planning Board of the Town of Northbridge as indicated in article
histories. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE I, Fees  [Adopted 4-5-1985] 

ARTICLE I, Fees  [Adopted 4-5-1985] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE I, Fees  [Adopted 4-5-1985]  / § 217-1.  Fees enumerated. 

§ 217-1.  Fees enumerated. 

The following fees shall be charged by the Planning Board:  

A.    (Reserved)EN(51)  

B.    Site plan hearings: $25.  

C.    (Reserved)  

D.    (Reserved)     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN] 
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ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted 3-10-2009EN(52)] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-2.  Authority. 

§ 217-2.  Authority. 

These Rules & Regulations are adopted by the Northbridge Planning Board, hereinafter called
the Board, as the Permit Granting Authority as provided for in M.G.L., c. 40, § 15C and Section
6-200 [Scenic Roads] of the Code of the Town of Northbridge, for the purpose of establishing
uniform rules and procedures for the regulation of certain types of work within the public
right-of-way of designated Scenic Roads.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-3.  Purpose. 

§ 217-3.  Purpose. 

The purpose of these Rules & Regulations is to ensure that roads designated as Scenic Roads
will not be altered without following proper procedures and without adherence to proper
consideration.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-4.  Definitions.  

§ 217-4.  Definitions.  

In the absence of contrary meaning established through legislative or judicial action pursuant to
Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 15C, the following terms shall be defined as
follows:  

3.1  CUTTING OR REMOVAL OF TREES -shall mean the removal of one or more trees and/or
the removal of tree limbs having a diameter greater than four inches.  

3.2  REPAIR, MAINTENANCE, RECONSTRUCTION, OR PAVING WORK -shall mean any
work done within the right-of-way of a road by any person, or public or private agency. This
definition includes the construction of new driveways or alteration of existing driveways that
takes place within the right-of-way.  

3.3  ROAD -shall mean any way used and maintained as a public way including the vehicular
traveled way plus necessary appurtenances within the right-of-way such as bridge structures,
drainage systems, retaining walls, traffic control devices, and sidewalks. When the boundary
of the road is in question, the trees and stone walls shall be presumed to be within the way
until the contrary is shown.  

3.4  TEARING DOWN OR DESTRUCTION OF STONE WALLS -shall mean the destruction of
more than 15 linear feet of stone wall involving more than one cubic foot of wall material per
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linear foot above existing grade. Tearing down or destruction of stone walls shall not be
construed to include temporary removal and replacement of walls at the same location with
the same materials. Reconstructed portions of stone walls shall match the existing wall.  

3.5  TREES -shall include any living tree whose trunk has a diameter of four inches or more as
measured one foot above the ground level.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-5.  Submission requirements.   

§ 217-5.  Submission requirements.   

4.1  OFFICIAL APPLICATION FORM. Any person, organization, or municipal agency seeking
a permit from the Planning Board pursuant to Section 6-200 [Scenic Roads] of the Code of
the Town of Northbridge for the cutting or removal of trees or the tearing down or
destruction of stone walls within a public right-of-way, or portions thereof, shall file a Scenic
Road Application Form.  

4.2  CERTIFIED ABUTTERS LIST. A list of owners of properties, as certified by the Assessors,
located in whole or in part within one hundred (100) feet of proposed action.  

4.3  LOCATION OF WORK. A locus map of the location of the proposed work within the
right-of-way of the scenic road, a Town of Northbridge Assessor's Map may be sufficient for
this purpose.  

4.4  STATEMENT OF WORK. A written statement which describes in reasonable detail the
proposed work within the right-of-way of the scenic road, including all proposed changes to
trees and/or stone walls as defined in the Scenic Road bylaw. No stones are to be removed
from work site. Stones shall be incorporated into the design of the opening created.  

4.5  PHOTOGRAPHS. Color photographs clearing illustrating the proposed tree cutting/removal
or tearing down and/or destruction of stone walls.  

4.6  NUMBER OF COPIES. At the time of application, the applicant shall provide nine (9)
copies of the Scenic Roads application Form, plans, exhibits, analyses and any other
information and/or attachments with the Planning office. The Applicant shall also file one (1)
full copy of the application with the Office of the Town Clerk.  

4.7  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. The applicant may submit additional information that they
feel are relevant to properly inform the Planning Board about the proposed work within the
right-of-way of the scenic road, which may include site plans, legal opinions, deeds,
historical data, studies and reports. To a reasonable degree, the Board may also require
additional information in addition to that specifically required by Massachusetts General
Law or these Rules & Regulations.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-6.  Site visit. 

§ 217-6.  Site visit. 

In some cases, the Planning Board may request a site visit to the site in which the work is
proposed. The date and time for such visit shall be satisfactory to both the Planning Board and
applicant. The Planning Board may request that any work subject to these Rules & Regulations
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be clearly flagged or otherwise delineated prior to the scheduled site visit.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-7.  Application fee. 

§ 217-7.  Application fee. 

Application fee of $100.00 shall be required. All expenses for advertising, publication of notices,
engineering, professional planning review, legal review, plans, inspection of construction,
recording and filing of documents required by the Planning Board or its agent shall be the
responsibility of the applicant. The Board, at its discretion may waive certain fees.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-8.  Referral to other boards and departments. 

§ 217-8.  Referral to other boards and departments. 

The Planning Board may transmit copies of the application, together with such information as
the Board deems appropriate, to the Tree Warden, Highway Department, Police Department,
Fire Department, Conservation Commission, Historical Commission and Board of Selectmen for
their review and recommendation within twenty-one (21) days of the filing of the application. 

The Planning Board may also transmit copies of the application to other Boards and Departments
as it deems appropriate. Copies of such reviews and recommendations shall be sent to the
Planning Board, provided however failure of any such Board or Department to make
recommendations prior to/or at the public hearing shall be deemed a lack of opposition. 

These Rules & Regulations do not preclude compliance with any other local, state or federal
laws. Scenic Road applications may require engineering review, engineer to be specified by the
Planning Board and fees to be borne by the applicant.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-9.  Public hearings.   

§ 217-9.  Public hearings.   

8.1  HEARING. 

  

    A public hearing shall be held within thirty (30) days after the date of filing of an
application for work within a Scenic Road with the Planning Board and Office of the Town
Clerk. Notice of the public hearing, which shall include the size, type and location of the
tree(s) and/or stone wall to be cut or removed shall be given by publication in a newspaper
of general circulation in the Town of Northbridge once in each of two successive weeks,
the last publication of said notice to occur at least seven (7) days before the day of such
hearing.   
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    Notice shall also be sent by mail, postage prepaid, to the applicant and abutters as
described herein. In all cases, notice of such public hearing shall be given by the Board.
The required time limits for a public hearing may be extended by written agreement
between the applicant and Board, which shall be filed in the Office of the Town Clerk. The
applicant shall be responsible for all expenses for hearing notice and abutter notifications.     

  

8.2  RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS. An applicant may appear in his/her
own behalf or may be represented by an authorized agent or attorney. In the absence of an
appearance on behalf of an applicant, without cause, the Board may make a decision on the
basis of available information otherwise received. The applicant or duly authorized
representative shall present evidence, testimony and other information in support of the
application. After the applicant's presentation, the Board may question the applicant
regarding the evidence, testimony or other information presented. Any persons in attendance
shall then be given the opportunity to speak or provide testimony.  

8.3  PUBLIC SHADE TREE LAW CONSOLIDATED PUBLIC HEARING. Massachusetts
General Law Chapter 87 Section 1 defines all trees within a public way or on the boundaries
thereof as public shade trees. When a public hearing must be held pursuant to the provisions
of M.G.L., c.40, § 15C and M.G.L., c.87 § 3 (Public Shade Tree Law) prior to the cutting or
removal of a tree, such hearings shall be consolidated into a single public hearing before the
Tree Warden and Planning Board.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-10.  Decision.   

§ 217-10.  Decision.   

9.1  Considerations.  

A.    The decision of the Planning Board on any application for proposed action affecting
scenic roads shall be based on consideration of the following:   

1.    Preservation of natural resources;   

2.    Environmental values;   

3.    Historical values;   

4.    Scenic and aesthetic characteristics;   

5.    Public safety;   

6.    Compensatory actions proposed, such as replacement of trees or stone walls;   

7.    Other sound planning considerations.      

9.2  VOTE. The affirmative vote of a minimum of three (3) members of the five (5) member
Planning Board shall be required to issue a permit authorizing work within the right-of-way
of a scenic road. The decision shall state clearly the specific findings for the action and may
include conditions consistent with the considerations noted herein.  

9.3  DECISION. The decision of the Board shall be made and filed with the Office of the Town
Clerk within thirty (30) days following the close of the public hearing. The required time
limits for a public hearing may be extended by written agreement between the Applicant and
Board, which shall be filed in the Office of the Town Clerk.  
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9.4  NOTIFICATION OF DECISION. A notice of the decision shall be forwarded to the
applicant and to persons present at the public hearing requesting such notice.  

9.5  PROVISION OF SECURITY. The Planning Board may require that a performance guarantee
be posted with the Town in such form and amount as is required by the Board to secure the
satisfactory completion of all or any part of the work authorized by a permit issued by the
Board pursuant to these Rules & Regulations.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-11.  Administration.   

§ 217-11.  Administration.   

10.1      WAIVER OF FULL COMPLIANCE. Full compliance with these Rules & Regulations
may be waived by the Planning Board provided such waivers are deemed to serve the public
interest.  

10.2      ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT. These Rules & Regulations may be adopted and
from time to time amended by majority vote of the Planning Board. Prior to the initial
adoption of these Rules & Regulations and any subsequent revisions or amendments, the
Board shall hold a public hearing. Notice of the public hearing shall be given by publication
in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Northbridge once in each of two
successive weeks, the first publication being not less than fourteen (14) days before the day
of such hearing.  

10.3      SEVERABILITY. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or provisions of these Rules
& Regulations shall be adjudged not valid, the adjudication shall apply to the material so
adjudged and the remainder of these Rules & Regulations shall be deemed to remain valid
and effective.  

10.4      EFFECTIVE DATE. These Rules & Regulations become effective when voted on
affirmatively by a majority of the Planning Board and filed with the Office of the Town
Clerk.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 217, PLANNING
BOARD  / ARTICLE II, Scenic Roadway Rules and Regulations  [Adopted
3-10-2009EN]  / § 217-12.  Scenic roads.  

§ 217-12.  Scenic roads.  

The following lists of roads have been designated Scenic Roads within the Town of Northbridge
pursuant to MGL. CH. 40 Sec. 15C:  

11.1      Castle Hill Road (May 13, 1975);  

11.2      Fletcher Street /portion of (May 16, 1984); Fletcher Street -from the point 1,000 feet
easterly of the most easterly line at Elm Street and the westerly line of Keeler Road  

11.3      Hill Street (January 28, 1986);  

11.4      Cooper Road (January 28, 1986);  

11.5      Kelly Road (January 28, 1986);  
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11.6      Old Quaker Street (January 28, 1986).     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE 

Chapter 220, SEWERS AND SEWAGE 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Sewer Commissioners of the Town of Northbridge
5-11-1970. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE I, Definitions 

ARTICLE I, Definitions 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE I, Definitions  / § 220-1.  Definitions; word usage.  

§ 220-1.  Definitions; word usage.  

A.    Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meanings of terms used in this
chapter shall be as follows:  

BOD (denoting "biochemical oxygen demand")  -- The quantity of oxygen utilized in the
biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five days at 20°
C., expressed in milligrams per liter.   

BUILDING DRAIN  -- That part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system which
receives the discharge from soil, waste and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the building
and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning five feet (1.5 meters) outside the inner face of
the building wall.   

BUILDING SEWER  -- The extension from the building drain to the public sewer or other place
of disposal.   

COMBINED SEWER  -- A sewer receiving both surface runoff and sewage.   

GARBAGE  -- Solid wastes from the domestic and commercial preparation, cooking and
dispensing of food, and from the handling, storage and sale of produce.   

INDUSTRIAL WASTES  -- The liquid wastes from industrial manufacturing processes, trade or
business, as distinct from sanitary sewage.   

NATURAL OUTLET  -- Any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of
surface or ground water.   

PERSON  -- Any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation or group.   

pH  -- The logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of
solution.   

PROPERLY SHREDDED GARBAGE  -- The wastes from the preparation, cooking and
dispensing of food that has been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely
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under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than 1/2
inch (1.27 centimeters) in any dimension.   

PUBLIC SEWER  -- A sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have equal rights, and is
controlled by public authority.   

SANITARY SEWER  -- A sewer which carries sewage and to which storm-, surface and ground
waters are not intentionally admitted.   

SEWAGE  -- A combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business buildings,
institutions and industrial establishments, together with such ground-, surface and storm waters
as may be present.   

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT  -- Any arrangement of devices and structures used for
treating sewage.   

SEWAGE WORKS  -- All facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of sewage.   

SEWER  -- A pipe or conduit for carrying sewage.   

SLUG  -- Any discharge of water, sewage or industrial waste which, in concentration of any
given constituent or in quantity of flow, exceeds for any period of duration longer than 15
minutes, more than five times the average twenty-four-hour concentration or flows during
normal operation.   

STORM DRAIN (SOMETIMES TERMED "STORMED SEWER")  -- A sewer which carries
storm-, and surface waters and drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes, other than
unpolluted cooling water.   

SUPERINTENDENT  -- The Superintendent of Sewage of the Town of Northbridge, or his
authorized deputy, agent or representative.   

SUSPENDED SOLIDS  -- Solids that either float on the surface of, or are in suspension in water,
sewage or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering.   

WATERCOURSE  -- A channel in which a flow of water occurs, either continuously or
intermittently.   

B.    "Shall" is mandatory; "may" is permissive.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections 

ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-2.  Permit
required for sewer openings and connections. 

§ 220-2.  Permit required for sewer openings and connections. 

No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, use, alter or
disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written permit from
the Superintendent.  
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CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-3.  Permit
classes, applications and fees. 

§ 220-3.  Permit classes, applications and fees. 

There shall be two classes of building sewer permits: for residential and commercial service and
for service to establishments producing industrial wastes. In either case, the owner or his agent
shall make application on a special form furnished by the town. The permit application shall be
supplemented by any plans, specifications or other information considered pertinent in the
judgment of the Superintendent. A permit and inspection fee of $______ for a residential or
commercial building sewer permit and $______ for an industrial building sewer permit shall be
paid to the town at the time the application is filed.BEGIN FNOTEEditor's Note: For current
sewer permit and inspection fees, see the office of the Sewer Commissioners.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-4.  Cost to be
borne by owner; indemnification of town. 

§ 220-4.  Cost to be borne by owner; indemnification of town. 

All costs and expense incident to the installation and connection of the building sewer shall be
borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify the town from any loss or damage that may
directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the building sewer.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-5.  Separate
building sewers required; exception. 

§ 220-5.  Separate building sewers required; exception. 

A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building; except where
one building stands at the rear of another on an interior lot and no private sewer is available or
can be constructed to the rear building through an adjoining alley, court, yard or driveway, the
building sewer from the front building may be extended to the rear building and the whole
considered as one building sewer.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-6.  Old building
sewers. 

§ 220-6.  Old building sewers. 

Old building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings only when they are found, on
examination and test by the Superintendent, to meet all requirements of this chapter.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
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SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-7.  Methods of
excavation and construction. 

§ 220-7.  Methods of excavation and construction. 

The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction of a building sewer and the methods to be
used in excavating, placing of the pipe, jointing, testing and backfilling the trench, shall all
conform to the requirements of the Building and Plumbing Codes or other applicable rules and
regulations of the town. In the absence of code provisions or in amplification thereof the
materials and procedures set forth in appropriate specifications of the American Society for
Testing and Materials and Water Pollution Control Federation Manual of Practice No. 9 shall
apply.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-8.  Elevation. 

§ 220-8.  Elevation. 

Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation below the
basement floor. In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit gravity flow to
the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building drain shall be lifted by an approved
means and discharged to the building sewer.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-9.  Connection
to exterior drains and runoff prohibited. 

§ 220-9.  Connection to exterior drains and runoff prohibited. 

No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains
or other sources of surface runoff or groundwater to a building sewer or building drain which in
turn is connected, directly or indirectly, to a public sanitary sewer.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-10.  Connection
to conform to standards. 

§ 220-10.  Connection to conform to standards. 

The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall conform to the requirements of
the Building and Plumbing Code or other applicable rules and regulations of the town, or the
procedures set forth in appropriate specifications of the American Society for Testing and
Materials and the Water Pollution Control Federation Manual of Practice No. 9. All such
connections shall be made gastight and watertight. Any deviation from the prescribed procedures
and materials must be approved by the Superintendent before installation.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-11.  Inspection;
connection under supervision of Superintendent. 
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§ 220-11.  Inspection; connection under supervision of Superintendent. 

The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the Superintendent when the building
sewer is ready for inspection and connection to the public sewer. The connection shall be made
under the supervision of the Superintendent or his representative.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE II, Building Sewers and Connections  / § 220-12.
Excavations. 

§ 220-12.  Excavations. 

All excavations for building sewer installation shall be adequately guarded with barricades and
lights so as to protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways and other public
property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory to the
town.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers 

ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-13.  Prohibited water
discharge to sanitary sewers. 

§ 220-13.  Prohibited water discharge to sanitary sewers. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any stormwater, surface water, groundwater,
roof runoff, subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water or unpolluted industrial process
waters to any sanitary sewer.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-14.  Discharge of
stormwater, unpolluted drainage and industrial cooling water. 

§ 220-14.  Discharge of stormwater, unpolluted drainage and industrial cooling water. 

Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are
specifically designated as combined sewers or storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved by
the Superintendent. Industrial cooling water or unpolluted process waters may be discharged, on
approval of the Superintendent, to a storm sewer, combined sewer or natural outlet.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-15.  Prohibited water or
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waste discharge to public sewers. 

§ 220-15.  Prohibited water or waste discharge to public sewers. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following described waters or
wastes to any public sewers:  

A.    Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil or other flammable or explosive liquid, solid or gas.  

B.    Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or gases in sufficient
quantity, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, to injure or interfere with any
sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals, create a public nuisance
or create any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage treatment plant.  

C.    Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5, or having any other corrosive property
capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment and personnel of the sewage
works.  

D.    Solid or viscous substances in quantities or such size capable of causing obstruction to the
flow in sewers, or other interference with the proper operation of the sewage works, such as,
but not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar,
plastics, wood, unground garbage, whole blood, paunch hair and fleshings, entrails and paper
dishes, cups, milk containers, etc., either whole or ground by garbage grinders.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-16.  Restricted substance
discharge to public sewers. 

§ 220-16.  Restricted substance discharge to public sewers. 

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged the following described substances,
materials, waters or wastes if it appears likely in the opinion of the Superintendent that such
wastes can harm either the sewers, sewage treatment process or equipment, have an adverse
effect on the receiving stream or can otherwise endanger life, limb, public property or constitute
a nuisance. In forming his opinion as to the acceptability of these wastes, the Superintendent will
give consideration to such factors as the quantities of subject wastes in relation to flows and
velocities in the sewers, materials of construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment
process, capacity of the sewage treatment plant and other pertinent factors. The substances
prohibited are:  

A.    Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 150° F. (65° C.).  

B.    Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease or oils, whether emulsified or not, in excess
of 100 milligrams per liter or containing substances which may solidify or become viscous at
temperatures between 32° F. and 150° F. (0° C. and 65° C).  

C.    Any garbage that has not been properly shredded. The installation and operation of any
garbage grinder equipped with a motor of 3/4 horsepower (0.76 horsepower metric) or
greater shall be subject to the review and approval of the Superintendent.  

D.    Any waters or wastes containing strong acid iron pickling wastes or concentrated plating
solutions, whether neutralized or not.  

E.    Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc and similar objectionable or
toxic substances, or wastes exerting an excessive chlorine requirement to such degree that
any such material received in the composite sewage at the sewage treatment works exceeds
the limits established by the Superintendent for such materials.  
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F.    Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste- or odor-producing substances, in
such concentrations exceeding limits which may be established by the Superintendent as
necessary, after treatment of the composite sewage to meet the requirements of the state,
federal or other public agencies or jurisdiction for such discharge to the receiving waters.  

G.    Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may exceed limits
established by the Superintendent in compliance with applicable state or federal regulations.  

H.    Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of 9.5.  

I.    Materials which exert or cause:  

(1)    Unusual concentrations of inert suspended solids (such as but not limited to fuller's
earth, lime slurries and lime residues) or of dissolved solids (such as but not limited to
sodium chloride and sodium sulfate).  

(2)    Excessive discoloration (such as but not limited to dye wastes and vegetable tanning
solutions).  

(3)    Unusual BOD, chemical oxygen demand or chlorine requirements in such quantities as
to constitute a significant load on the sewage treatment works.  

(4)    Unusual volume of flow or concentration of wastes constituting sludge as defined
herein.    

J.    Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amenable to treatment or reduction by
the sewage treatment processes employed, or are amenable to treatment only to such degree
that the sewage treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other agencies
having jurisdiction over discharge to the receiving waters.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-17.  Options for handling of
restricted waste; pretreatment or equalization.  

§ 220-17.  Options for handling of restricted waste; pretreatment or equalization.  

A.    If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are proposed to be discharged to the public sewers,
which waters contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated in § 220-16 of
this article and which, in the judgment of the Superintendent, may have a deleterious effect
upon the sewage works, processes, equipment or receiving waters, or which otherwise create
a hazard to life or constitute a public nuisance, the Superintendent may:  

(1)    Reject the wastes;  

(2)    Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public sewers;  

(3)    Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge; and/or  

(4)    Require payment to cover the added cost of handling and treating the wastes not covered
by existing taxes or sewer charges under the provisions of § 220-22 of this article.    

B.    If the Superintendent permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste flows, the design and
installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval of the
Superintendent and subject to the requirements of all applicable codes, ordinances and laws.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-18.  Interceptors. 
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§ 220-18.  Interceptors. 

Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the Superintendent,
they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive
amounts or any flammable wastes, sand or other harmful ingredients, except that such
interceptors shall not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units. All interceptors
shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Superintendent and shall be located as to be
readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-19.  Maintenance of
preliminary treatment facilities. 

§ 220-19.  Maintenance of preliminary treatment facilities. 

Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for any waters or wastes,
they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner at his
expense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-20.  Control manholes. 

§ 220-20.  Control manholes. 

When required by the Superintendent, the owner of any property serviced by a building sewer
carrying industrial wastes shall install a suitable control manhole, together with such necessary
meters and other appurtenances, in the building sewer to facilitate observations, sampling and
measurement of the wastes. Such manhole, when required, shall be accessibly and safety located
and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the Superintendent. The manhole
shall be installed by the owner at his expense and shall be maintained by him so as to be safe and
accessible at all times.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-21.  Sampling and analyses. 

§ 220-21.  Sampling and analyses. 

All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes to which
reference is made in this chapter shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of
Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater, published by the American
Public Health Association, and shall be determined at the control manhole provided, or upon
suitable samples taken at said control manhole. In the event that no special manhole has been
required, the control manhole shall be considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the
public sewer to the point at which the building sewer is connected. Sampling shall be carried out
by customarily accepted method to reflect the effect of constituents upon the sewage works and
to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb and property. The particular analyses involved
will determine whether a twenty-four-hour composite of all outfalls of a premises is appropriate
or whether a grab sample or samples should be taken. Normally, but not always, BOD and
suspended solids analyses are obtained from twenty-four-hour composites of all outfalls,
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whereas pH's are determined from periodic grab samples.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE III, Use of Public Sewers  / § 220-22.  Special arrangements. 

§ 220-22.  Special arrangements. 

No statement contained in this article shall be construed as preventing any special agreement or
arrangement between the town and any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of
unusual strength or character may be exempted by the town for treatment subject to payment
therefor by the industrial concern.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE IV, Protection From Damage 

ARTICLE IV, Protection From Damage 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE IV, Protection From Damage  / § 220-23.  Tampering with
sewage works prohibited. 

§ 220-23.  Tampering with sewage works prohibited. 

No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage, destroy,
uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of the
sewage works. Any person violating this provision shall be subject to immediate arrest under
charge of disorderly conduct.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE IV, Protection From Damage  / § 220-24.  Pollutants
prohibited in treatment facility. 

§ 220-24.  Pollutants prohibited in treatment facility. 

The introduction by any discharger into the permittee's sewerage system or treatment facilities of
any pollutant shall be prohibited which:  

A.    Is a toxic pollutant in toxic amounts, as defined in standards issued from time to time under
Section 307(a) of the Federal Act or any applicable State Act;  

B.    Creates a fire or explosion hazard in permittee's treatment works;  

C.    Causes corrosive structural damage to permittee's treatment works; including all wastes with
pH lower than 5.0;  

D.    Contains solids or viscous substance in amounts which would cause obstruction to the flow
in the sewer or other interference with proper operation of the permittee's treatment works;  

E.    In the case of a major contributing industry, as defined herein, contains an incompatible
pollutant, as further defined herein, is an amount or concentration in excess of that allowed
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under standards or guidelines issued from time to time pursuant to Sections 304, 306 and/or
307 of the Federal Act, or pursuant to an applicable State Act; or  

F.    Has not been subjected to any pretreatment that may be required under federal or state law.    

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE IV, Protection From Damage  / § 220-25.  Required
notification to permittee; industry monitoring of discharge; inspection by
permittee.  

§ 220-25.  Required notification to permittee; industry monitoring of discharge; inspection
by permittee.  

A.    Forty-five-days' prior notification shall be required to the permittee's by any person or
persons of a:  

(1)    Proposed substantial change in volume or character of pollutant over that being
discharged into the permittee's treatment works at the time of issuance of this permit;  

(2)    Proposed new discharge into the permittee's treatment works of pollutants from any
source which would be a new source as defined in Section 306 of the Federal Act, if
such source were discharging pollutants; or  

(3)    Proposed new discharge into the permittee's treatment works of pollutants from any
course which would be subject to Section 301 of the Federal Act if it were discharging
such pollutants.    

B.    Any industry discharging into the permittee's treatment works shall be required to perform
such monitoring of its discharges as the permittee may reasonably require, including the
installation, use and maintenance of monitoring equipment methods keeping records of the
results of such monitoring and reporting the results of such monitoring to the permittee. Such
records shall be made available by the permitted to the Regional Administration and the
Director upon request.  

C.    The permittee's authorized representative shall be authorized to enter into, upon or through
the premises of any industry discharging into the permittee's treatment works to have access
to and copy any records, to inspect any monitoring equipment or method required under
Subsection B above and to sample any discharge into the permittee's treatment works.     

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE V, Powers and Authority of Inspectors 

ARTICLE V, Powers and Authority of Inspectors 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE V, Powers and Authority of Inspectors  / § 220-26.  Right to
enter; limitation of inquiry. 

§ 220-26.  Right to enter; limitation of inquiry. 

The Superintendent and other duly authorized employees of the town bearing proper credentials
and identification shall be permitted to enter all properties for the purposes of inspection,
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observation, measurement, sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter. The Superintendent or his representatives shall have no authority to inquire into any
processes, including metallurgical, chemical, oil, refining, ceramic, paper or other industries,
beyond that point having direct bearing on the kind and source of discharge to the sewers or
waterways or facilities for waste treatment.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE V, Powers and Authority of Inspectors  / § 220-27.
Indemnification of company. 

§ 220-27.  Indemnification of company. 

While performing the necessary work on private properties referred to in § 220-26 above, the
Superintendent or duly authorized employees of the town shall observe all safety rules applicable
to the premises established by the company, and the company shall be held harmless for injury or
death to town employees, and the town shall indemnify the company against loss or damage to
its property by town employees and against liability claims and demands for personal injury or
property damage asserted against the company and growing out of the gauging and sampling
operation, except as such may be caused by negligence or failure of the company to maintain
safe conditions as required in Article III, § 220-21.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE V, Powers and Authority of Inspectors  / § 220-28.
Easements. 

§ 220-28.  Easements. 

The Superintendent and other duly authorized employees of the town bearing proper credentials
and identification shall be permitted to enter all private properties through which the town holds
a duly negotiated easement for the purposes of, but not limited to, inspection, observation,
measurement, sampling, repair and maintenance of any portion of the sewage works lying within
said easement. All entry and subsequent work, if any, on said easement shall be done in full
accordance with the terms of the duly negotiated easement pertaining to the private property
involved.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE VI, Violations and Penalties 

ARTICLE VI, Violations and Penalties 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE VI, Violations and Penalties  / § 220-29.  Notice of violation. 

§ 220-29.  Notice of violation. 

Any person found to be violating any provision of this chapter, except Article IV, shall be served
by the town with written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable
time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the period of time
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stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE VI, Violations and Penalties  / § 220-30.  Continuance of
violation; penalties. 

§ 220-30.  Continuance of violation; penalties. 

Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in § 220-29
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined in the amount not
exceeding $20 for each violation. Each day in which any such violation shall continue shall be
deemed a separate offense.  

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DIVISION 5 Miscellaneous Regulations / Chapter 220, SEWERS AND
SEWAGE  / ARTICLE VI, Violations and Penalties  / § 220-31.  Liability. 

§ 220-31.  Liability. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall become liable to the town for any
expense, loss or damage occasioned the town by reason of such violation.   

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DISPOSITION LIST 

DISPOSITION LIST 

The following is a chronological listing of legislation of the Town of Northbridge adopted since
the republication of the Code in 1998, indicating its inclusion in the Code or the reason for its
exclusion. [Enabling legislation which is not general and permanent in nature is considered to be
non-Code material (NCM).] Information regarding legislation which is not included in the Code
nor on this list is available from the office of the Town Clerk. The last legislation reviewed for
the republication of the Code in 1998 was Article 28 of the Annual Town Meeting held May 5,
1998. 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, v12 Updated
12-01-2010 / DISPOSITION LIST  / § DL-1.  Disposition of legislation. 

§ DL-1.  Disposition of legislation. 

  

 Enactment  
 Adoption
Date   Subject   Disposition     

 ATM, Art. 14   11-10-1998   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 20   11-10-1998   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of Health   11-24-1998   Dumpsters   Ch. 201   
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 Enactment  
 Adoption
Date   Subject   Disposition     

 STM, Art. 2   2-23-1999   Sewers amendment   Ch. 10, Section
10-100   

 ATM, 14   5-4-1999   Finance Committee amendment   Ch. 3, Section 3-200   

 ATM, 16   5-4-1999   Multiple-member bodies
amendment  

 Ch. 4, Section 4-300   

 ATM, 17   5-4-1999   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, 18   5-4-1999   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 21   5-4-1999   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 22   5-4-1999   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of Health   6-15-1999   Sewage disposal; penalties
amendment  

 Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   12-14-1999   Pool permit fees amendment   Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 19   11-9-1999   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 17   5-2-2000   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 22   5-2-2000   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 Board of Health   7-25-2000,
effective
3-1-2001  

 Environmental tobacco smoke   Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 12   11-14-2000   Membership in Central
Massachusetts Mosquito Control
Project  

 NCM   

 ATM, Art. 17   11-14-2000   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 18   11-14-2000   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 22   11-14-2000   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of Health   3-14-2001,
effective
3-21-2001  

 Body art establishments   Ch. 201   

 STM, Art. 4   4-3-2001   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 STM, Art. 5   4-3-2001   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 18   5-1-2001   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of Health   5-16-2001,
effective
5-30-2001  

 Solid waste and recyclable
materials collection amendment  

 Ch. 201   
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 Enactment  
 Adoption
Date   Subject   Disposition     

 Board of Health   6-13-2001,
effective
6-20-2001  

 Grease traps   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   7-11-2001,
effective
7-18-2001  

 Recreational camps for children   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   7-11-2001,
effective
7-18-2001  

 Food regulations amendment   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   7-11-2001,
effective
7-18-2001  

 Smoking and tobacco products
amendment  

 Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   7-11-2001,
effective
7-18-2001  

 Swimming pools and hot tubs
amendment  

 Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   9-5-2001,
effective
9-12-2001  

 Dumpsters amendment   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   10-3-2001,
effective
10-10-2001  

 Wells amendment   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   10-17-2001
effective
10-24-2001  

 Body art regulations amendment   Ch. 201   

 STM, Art. 2   5-1-2001   Financial regulations amendment   Ch. 5   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 7-9-2001   Utility abatement requests   Ch. 198A   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 10-15-2001   Utility abatement requests
amendment  

 Ch. 198A   

 ATM, Art. 12   11-13-2001   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of Health   2-6-2002   Acceptance of MGL c. 129, § 15   NCM   

 Board of Health   3-6-2002,
effective
3-6-2002  

 Wells amendment   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   5-29-2002,
effective
7-1-2002  

 Smoking and tobacco products
amendment  

 Ch. 201   
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 Enactment  
 Adoption
Date   Subject   Disposition     

 Board of Health   5-29-2002,
effective
7-1-2002  

 Mercury disposal   Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 9   6-11-2002   Water use restrictions   Ch. 10   

 ATM, Art. 22   6-11-2002   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 23   6-11-2002   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 24   6-11-2002   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 25   6-11-2002   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of Health   7-31-2002,
effective
9-1-2002  

 Fee schedule amendment   Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 9   10-22-2002   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 10   10-22-2002   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 11   10-22-2002   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 14   10-22-2002   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 STM, Art. 13   1-21-2003   Waste disposal amendment   Ch. 9   

 Planning Board   2-25-2003   Subdivision regulations amendment   Ch. 222   

 Planning Board   2-25-2003   Subdivision regulations amendment   Ch. 222   

 ATM, Art. 20   6-17-2003   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of Health   5-7-2003   Fees amendment   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   6-11-2003   Floor drains amendment   Ch. 201   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 9-8-2003   Sewer extensions and connections   Ch. 196, Art. I   

 STM, Art. I   9-23-2003   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 4-12-2004   Road opening permit rules and
regulations  

 Ch. 197, Art. I   

 ATM, Art. 10   6-8-2004   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 23   6-8-2004   Zoning amendment (Limited
Redevelopment Overlay District)  

 Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 24   6-8-2004   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 25   6-15-2004   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   
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 Enactment  
 Adoption
Date   Subject   Disposition     

 ATM, Art. 26   6-15-2004   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 28   6-8-2004   Zoning amendment (Historic Mill
Adaptive Reuse Overlay District)  

 Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 29   6-8-2004   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Zoning Board of
Appeals  

 8-12-2004   Comprehensive permit regulations   Ch. 204, Part 2   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 8-30-2004   Utility abatement requests
amendment  

 Ch. 198A   

 STM, Art. 1   5-10-2005   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 19   6-7-2005   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 Board of Health   8-3-2005   Fee schedule amendment   Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 10   10-25-2005   Illegal discharges and stormwater
connections  

 Ch. 10   

 ATM, Art. 12   10-25-2005   Scenic roads   Ch. 6   

 ATM, Art. 13   10-25-2005   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 14   10-25-2005   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 25   10-25-2005   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 26   10-25-2005   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 2006   Policies and procedures amendment   Ch. 194   

 Board of Health   4-26-2006,
effective
7-1-2006  

 Smoking and tobacco products
amendment  

 Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 10   5-2-2006   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 12   5-2-2006   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 13   5-2-2006   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 17   5-2-2006   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 18   5-2-2006   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 19   5-2-2006   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 11   10-24-2006   Zoning Map amendment   NCM   

 ATM, Art. 23   10-24-2006   Code of Bylaws amendments   Chs. 1 through 10   
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 Enactment  
 Adoption
Date   Subject   Disposition     

 Board of
Selectmen  

 12-4-2006   Boot drive policy   Ch. 179   

 Board of Health   2-20-2007,
effective
3-1-2007  

 Recreation camps for children
amendment  

 Ch. 201   

 Board of
Selectmen
Selectmen  

 2-26-2007   Use of public sidewalks and ways   Ch. 197, Art. II   

 Board of   4-9-2007   Liveries and taxis   Ch. 189   

 ATM, Art. 23   6-12-2007   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 6-18-2007   Sewer rates   Ch. 196, Art. II   

 Board of Health   6-19-2007,
effective
7-1-2007  

 Sewage disposal amendment   Ch. 201   

 Board of Health   6-19-2007,
effective
7-1-2007  

 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces   Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 2   10-23-2007   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 10   10-23-2007   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 12   10-23-2007   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 13   10-23-2007   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 14   10-23-2007   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 4-28-2008   Boot drive policy amendment   Ch. 179   

 ATM, Art. 21   5-6-2008   Wetlands Protection Bylaw   Ch. 7, Section 7-700   

 ATM, Art. 22   5-6-2008   Stormwater Management Bylaw   Ch. 7, Section 7-800   

 ATM, Art. 23   5-6-2008   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 24   5-6-2008   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 25   5-6-2008   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 Board of Health   6-17-2008   Code of Regulations amendment   Ch. 201   

 ATM, Art. 5   10-28-2008   Administrative organization
amendment  

 Ch. 4   
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 Enactment  
 Adoption
Date   Subject   Disposition     

 Board of
Selectmen  

 12-22-2008   Excavations and trench safety   Ch. 197, Art. III   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 1-12-2009   Road opening permit rules and
regulations amendment  

 Ch. 197, Art. I   

 Planning Board   3-10-2009   Scenic roadway rules and
regulations  

 Ch. 217, Art. II   

 Planning Board   3-10-2009   Subdivision rules and regulations
amendment  

 Ch. 222   

 Conservation
Commission  

 3-11-2009   Wetlands protection regulations   Ch. 205, Art. I   

 ATM, Art. 21   5-5-2009   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 22   5-5-2009   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 9-8-2009   Utility abatement requests
amendment  

 Ch. 198A   

 ATM, Art. 3   10-27-2009   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 Board of
Selectmen  

 4-12-2010   Utility abatement requests
amendment  

 Ch. 198A   

 ATM, Art. 9   5-4-2010   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233   

 ATM, Art. 15   5-4-2010   Zoning amendment   Ch. 173   

 ATM, Art. 8   10-26-2010   General Law acceptance   Ch. A233     
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Endnotes

1 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See MGL c. 66, § 1 et seq. 

2 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See MGL c. 39, § 23B. 

3 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 

4 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former § 4-306, Capital Planning Committee, was repealed 5-4-1999 ATM, Art.
16. 

5 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: This Article also redesignated former Subsection C as Subsection D. 

6 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 222, Subdivision of Land. 

7 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See MGL c. 41, 81K through 81GG. 

8 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former Section 7-300, Regulations Relative to Medical Research, was repealed
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23. 

9 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 

10 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Section 7-700 of this chapter. 

11 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former § 9-404, Deposit of refuse by nonresidents, was repealed 10-24-2006
ATM, Art. 23. 

12 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former Subsections B and C, which immediately followed and required
transportation of garbage to the Wheelabrator Millbury Facility and the reimbursement of
charges incurred in connection with disposal at said facility, were repealed 10-24-2006 ATM,
Art. 23. 

13 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 7, Regulations Governing the Use of Private Property, § 7-500,
Regulation of Solicitors and Peddlers. 

14 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former § 10-103, Removal of septic tank and cesspool material, was repealed
10-24-2006 ATM, Art. 23. Said Article also renumbered former § 10-104 as § 10-103, 
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15 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: The Table of Area Regulations is included at the end of this chapter. 

16 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: This Art. 22 also repealed the former definition of "lodging unit." 

17 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See MGL C. 41, § 81-K et seq. 

18 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: The Table of Area Regulations is included at the end of this chapter. 

19 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: The Table of Use Regulations is included at the end of this chapter. 

20 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See MGL C. 41, § 81-K et seq., and Ch. 222, Subdivision of Land. 

21 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: The Table of Area Regulations is included at the end of this chapter. 

22 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former Subsections E and F were redesignated as Subsections F and G 1-23-1996
STM, Art. 16. 

23 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former § 173-31, Residential lot of record, was repealed 5-9-1995 ATM, Art. 38. 

24 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former Article XII, Planned Unit Development, added 9-27-1998 STM, Art. 23,
as amended, was deleted 10-28-1997 ATM, Art. 24. 

25 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: For additional use regulations, see § 173-12, Table of Use Regulations. 

26 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 222, Subdivision of Land. 

27 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See MGL C. 41, § 81-K et seq. 

28 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 222, Subdivision Rules and Regulations. 

29 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 222, Subdivision Rules and Regulations. 

30 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 222, Subdivision Rules and Regulations. 

31 (Popup - Popup)
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 Editor's Note: See Ch. 222, Subdivision Rules and Regulations. 

32 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former Art. XX, Limited Redevelopment Overlay District, added 6-8-2004 ATM,
Art. 23, which immediately followed this section and was comprised of §§ 173-133 through
173-140, was repealed 10-25-2005 ATM, Art. 14. 

33 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 

34 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 7, Regulations Governing the Use of Private Property, Section 7-200. 

35 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 7, Regulations Governing the Use of Private Property, Section 7-700. 

36 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 

37 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 

38 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 7, Regulations Governing the Use of Private Property, Section 7-700. 

39 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former Art. I, License Fees, adopted 12-6-1976, was removed from the Code as it
was outdated. For current fees, see § 194-16. 

40 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: A copy of the form to be used for department reports is on file in the Selectmen's
office and may be inspected there. 

41 (Popup - Popup)

 NOTE: See Section 3-1(g)(1) of the Town Charter and MGL c. 41, § 11. 

42 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Art. III of this chapter. 

43 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: A summary of the state regulations is included at the end of this chapter. A
complete copy of 520 CMR 14.00 is on file in the Town offices. 

44 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: A copy of the Trench Permit Application is included at the end of this chapter. 

45 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: This bylaw also provided that it take effect October 1, 1988. 

46 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 
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47 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: These rules and regulations superseded former ones adopted 4-30-1969. 

48 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 

49 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 173, Zoning. 

50 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: See Ch. 7, Regulations Governing the Use of Private Property, § 7-700. 

51 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Former Subsection A, Approvals not required by Planning Board, Subsection C,
Filing of subdivision definitive plans, and Subsection D, Filing of definitive plans for
condominiums, townhouses and other engineering surveys, were repealed 8-15-1989. 

52 (Popup - Popup)

 Editor's Note: Adopted pursuant to MGL c. 40, § 15C, Scenic Roads.1 
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