
THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 

TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING 

NORTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL 
7 MAIN STREET - WHITINSVILLE, MA  01588 

September 12, 2016 AT 6:30 PM  
 
 Presentation: Employee and Volunteer Recognition awards for 25 years or more of service to the Town  
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. July 18, 2016 
B. August 15, 2016 
 

II. PUBLIC HEARING  
  

III. RESIGNATIONS 
C. 1) William Dausey, Conservation Commission  

 
APPOINTMENTS: By the Board of Selectmen:  
D. 1) Barbara McNamee, Conservation Commission / Present: Justin Arbuckle 
2) Lori Gannon, Cultural Council / Present: Christine Fung-a-fat  
3) Melissa Dognazzi, Cultural Council  

   
IV. CITIZENS' COMMENTS/INPUT 
 
V. DECISIONS 

E. Fall Annual Town Meeting [October 25, 2016]/Vote to sign warrant upon completion and final review 
by Town Counsel 
F. Alternatives Unlimited, Inc., 50 Douglas Road, Whitinsville, MA/1) Application for a one-day Wines 
& Malt License for a fundraising event [Bag Toss Competition] to be held on Saturday, September 24, 
2016, from 12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM on the outdoor Community Plaza or in the Singh Performance Center 
[in case of inclement weather].  2) Application for an Annual Weekday Entertainment License  
G. Lease Renewals:  1) Rockdale Village Foundation / Vote to renew     2) Oliver Ashton Post #343, Inc. 
/ Vote to renew  3) Blackstone Valley Regional Recycling Center License Agreement / Vote to renew 
H. Pine Grove Cemetery Deeds/1) Oscar Bedigian [Lot No. 58, Fir Avenue] 2) Thomas H., and Sandra L. 
March [Lots No. 48 & 49, Birch Path North] 3) Karen Thomas Johnson [Lot No. 301A, Woodlawn Ave 
North] 4) Margaret Creaser [Lot No. 7, Hawthorne Path South] 5) Harold Hartmann [Lot No. 30, Locust 
Ave. North] 
I. Shining Rock Drive/Vote intent to layout Shining Rock Drive (remaining portion of)  
J. Donna Picard d/b/a Maison de Manger, 670 Linwood Avenue, Suite 13A/Application to amend 
Entertainment License (add Friday’s from 4 PM - 7 PM and change Saturday’s from 11 AM - 5 PM to 10 
AM - 7 PM) / Present Donna Picard 
K. Selectmen’s Meeting Schedule  

 
 VI. DISCUSSIONS 

 L. Departmental Reports:  Council on Aging; Library; Building Inspector; Board of Health and School  
  Department  

M. Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy 
N. Hiring Process for Department Heads 

  
VII. TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT 
 O. 1) Correspondence from the Southbridge Town Manager 
      2) M.O.R.E./CMRPC Meeting 
      3) Regional Stormwater Meeting 
      4) Open Space & Recreation Plan Forum 

Town Clerk:  2 Hard copies □ 
Town Clerk:  E-mail hard copy □ 

Web: Post time-stamped copy □ 
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       5) Rockdale Youth Center Relocation Project 
       6) 2016 MassWorks Infrastructure Grant Application 
 

VIII. SELECTMEN'S CONCERNS  
 
IX. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA  
 
X. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 6:30 PM 

Under M.G.L Chapter 30A, Section 21 #3 - To discuss strategy with respect to contract negotiations.  
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For those who don’t know me, I am Jennifer Woodward, the Director of the Whitinsville Social Library, 

which is the public library here in Northbridge. 

While my report is for January‐June, the work of the Library is the same year‐round. Our job is to 

provide books and programs that entertain and inform residents, connect people to the information 

they need and provide free access to the internet and wifi as well as to ‐needed space for residents to 

work, study, tutor and meet with each other.  

The end of the fiscal year coincides with the library’s reporting to the state, which is a condition of 

receiving State Aid (which was a little under $20,000 last year). This year, our customers borrowed 

slightly more items this year, led by increases in adult books, ebooks and downloadable & print 

magazines. I will mention now that tomorrow night, I will be talking at 7 pm about all the different 

ebooks, emagazines, etc, that can be borrowed, and people should come  if they are interested. 

Borrowing by out‐of‐towners increased again this year by more than 10% and now stands at 15.8% of 

our total borrowing. These customers tell us they appreciate the size of our collections, convenient 

hours, popular kids programs, and accessibility of the building, which is exactly what our resident 

customers tell us.  

Marcia Nichols, the Library’s Childrens Librarian continued to offer a full slate of programs, including 

implementation of the STEAM grant she won last year for preschoolers. As part of the grant, we 

purchased lots of educational toys, books, tablets in the areas of science, technology, engineering, art, 

and math, which have been very popular with our customers. Marcia continues to both lead and 

participate in many collaborations within other town and local organization to work to provide cost‐

effective services to the town’s kids and she again ran a successful Summer Reading program. The 

library thanks our summer sponsors & collaborators ‐ West End Creamery, Unibank, Whitin Community 

Center, Foppema’s Farm, Beginning Bridges, and NPS‐ for all their help.  

We added 3 new staff during this time period – Rebecca Sasseville in December and Matthew Haas and 

Michelle Mowry in March. It should be noted that while these hires added flexibility to scheduling, the 

total number of hours of available staffing did not change. Rebecca, our resident graduate student in 

library science, deserves special recognition for enlivening the program we offered to adults by 

organizing our new Cookbook Club and holding a very successful Trivia Night. This was in addition to our 

presentations by outside speakers on topics ranging from the Korean War to Horror Films. Going 

forward, we are starting a Game of Thrones Book group, with the first meeting at the end of the month, 

and there is still plenty of time to read the 1st book and plan on coming!  

Our current Strategic Plan cover the years from 2015‐2019 and includes several items that we made 

progress on this year.  

1) Increased self‐service options for customers:  

 In March, we rolled out software which allows customers to register themselves online for 

most of our events. This has lessened the work load of the staff in registering & reminding 

L.
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people and was enormously helpful over the summer with our very full program of events 

for kids.  

 In July, we made an app available, called meeScan, which can be used to check out items in 

the library with a customer’s own smartphone. It needs to be activated initially in the library 

and can only be used in the Whitinsville Library. Its super neat and people should come try it 

out. We are the only public library in the country using this at this time.  The goal is to 

provide a cost effective method for self‐checkout for customers who want to use it, while 

freeing up the staff to work on more valuable tasks.  

2) Remodeled Historical Room 

 This project is very close to completion. It involved demolition of old shelving, creation of a 

closet for new shelving, carpet repair, lighting and painting. Thanks to the DPW assembled 

the new shelving, especially without the aid of any instructions. This was a project paid for 

by the Whitinsville Social Library Corporation and no town money was used.  

3) Upgraded technology 

 We do not have many computers for the public to use, only 4, which is a result of too few 

electrical outlets and the need to use the same space for many purposes. However, I wanted 

to mention that Scott Motyka, the Town’s new Info Tech manager, has been super helpful to 

us in enhancing the computer services we can offer by improvements to our wifi network,  

computer speed, and security.  

This Thursday the 15th is the 172nd Whitinsville Social Library Corporation’s Annual Meeting. This group 

of people provides oversight of the library by electing the Board of Trustees, as well as enormous 

financial support for the library through their endowment. The town is fortunate to have this financial 

partner of their local library services.  The Library Corporation is interested in new members and I am 

happy to speak to anyone about it.  

 I want to add that we still have a very low level of staffing and continue to rely heavily on volunteers for 

ordinary library tasks. This impact the services we can provide. To the extent that our customers do not 

notice our deficits is a testimony to the very hard work of the staff and volunteers.  

Thank you!  



TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE 

BOARD OF HEALTH 
Aldrich School Town Hall Annex – 14 Hill Street 

Whitinsville, MA  01588 
Phone# (508) 234-3272   Fax# (508) 234-0821 

 
BOARD	OF	HEALTH	–	DEPARTMENTAL	REPORT	

January	2016	–	June	2016	
 
HOUSING – Matthew Armendo, Health Agent 
 

 The office received 14 requests for inspections of dwelling units by occupants.  
 Pool Inspections: 2 (Whitin Community Center) 
 Tanning Salon Inspections: 2 

 
 
TITLE 5 ENGINEERING – James R. Malley, Jr., PE, Health Agent 
 

The following applications were processed: 
 
Soils Evaluations (percolations and groundwater tests): 11 
Septic System design plan reviews: 14 
Septic System Installations: 5 
Title 5 Inspection Reports: 22 
 
 
INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS – Rochelle Thomson, Inspector of Animals 
 

 Quarantines Issued:  10-day quarantines: 9 
   6-month quarantines: 10 
   45-day quarantines: 6 
 

 Rabies Submissions: 3 Bats, 1 Cat, and 1 Raccoon were submitted for rabies testing – all were 
Negative.  

 
 
FOOD SERVICE – Terry Gilchrist, Health Agent 
 

Plan Reviews – New/Remodel/Change in Ownership: Reviewed, Approved & Inspected: The 
Valley Pub, Speedway, Purgatory Beer Company, and New China Pacific (proposed sushi operation). 
 

Other Inspections completed during this time frame:  75 Routine Inspections 
        30 Follow Up Inspections 
         3 Complaint-based 
 

Other Events: The Whitin Community Center Wooed by the Food event held on June 11th resulted in 
One-Day food permits being issued to 20 vendors. This was a huge undertaking within the office to get 
all the required documentation from each food vendor and coordinating inspections of each truck prior 
to the event. 
 

Ms. Gilchrist also conducted inspections of food offerings at the Blackstone Valley Home & 
Business Expo. 
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Certificate of Merit Program:  The Board recognizes food service establishments (establishments 
that prepare food on-site) that at the time of their routine inspection have NO critical violations and 5 
or less other violations through the awarding of a certificate of merit. The following establishments 
have received certificates so far this calendar year: 
 

2016 CERTIFICATE OF MERIT AWARD RECIPIENTS  
Name of Food Establishment Date Issued 

 JUMBO DONUTS January 2, 2016 

 CRYSTAL GAS January 2, 2016 

 JUBE'S FAMILY RESTAURANT January 8, 2016 

 BURGER KING January 9, 2016 

 DIVINE THAI RESTAURANT January 16, 2016 

 ST. CAMILLUS HEALTH CENTER January 16, 2016 

 HARRY'S FAMOUS PIZZA February 6, 2016 

 SUBWAY February 20, 2016 

 DUNKIN DONUTS February 26, 2016 

 PEACE OF BREAD COMMUNITY KITCHEN April 13, 2016 

 WHITINSVILLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL April 15, 2016 

 VALLEY CAFE April 23, 2016 

 PEG'S DINER April 23, 2016 

 DOTTA'S KITCHEN July 16, 2016 

 HARRY'S FAMOUS PIZZA August 13, 2016 

 MAISON DE MANGER August 26, 2016 

 MCDONALD'S August 27, 2016 
 

 
MONTHLY HEALTH TIPS 
 

The Board has added a Monthly Health Tip page to their web site. For September we are promoting  
National Preparedness Month. We encourage residents to sign up for CODE RED to receive local 
alerts – the link to sign up for CODE RED can be found on the Town’s home page. We also have 
available in the Board of Health office an Emergency Preparedness Guide and a free shopping tote 
bag. Supplies are limited however. 
 

Other Health Tip articles for 2016 are: 
 

JANUARY - Winter Storms & Extreme Cold 
 

FEBRUARY - Disposal of Common Household Hazardous Wastes 
 

MARCH - Rabies Awareness 
 

APRIL - Spring Clean Your Way to a Safer Kitchen 
 

MAY - Osteoporosis Awareness Month 
 

JUNE - Summer Food Safety 
 

 



Board	of	Health	Departmental	Update	 2016	

 
PERMIT RENEWAL NOTICES 
 

Permit renewals processed between January and June of 2016: 
 

 4  Frozen Dessert Licenses   27 Stable Permits 
 5 Funeral Directors    16 Tobacco Sales Permits 
 5 Recreational Camps for Children 
  
 
RABIES CLINIC 
 

The Board’s annual low-cost rabies vaccination clinic was held on March 26, 2016 at the Whitinsville 
Fire Station. 86 dogs and cats were vaccinated this day. A special thanks to Dr. Patrick Lawrence of 
the Agape Animal Hospital for his veterinarian services and continued support of this event. 
 
 
CMMCP – Central Mass Mosquito Control Project 
 

The standard residential spraying program ceased at the end of August due to reduced mosquito 
populations and decreasing service requests from residents. Low temperatures reduce mosquito activity 
and the effectiveness of the pesticide. Spraying is not allowed until after sunset and is prohibited at 
temperatures below 50F. 
 
CMMCP has informed us that we are entering into the highest risk part of the season, a time where 
spraying interventions may not always be possible. MDPH reports that early September is the peak 
period for WNV human transmission.  
 
CMMCP staff will continue to trap, identify and test mosquitos until MDPH ends the testing program. 
Residents are encouraged to continue to exercise caution when outside, use repellants and wear long 
sleeved shirts and pants whenever possible. Remove standing water; repair screens. 
 
WNV – human cases – 1 (Middlesex County region) 
WNV – mosquitos – 145 positive findings 
EEE – mosquitos – 4 positive findings 
 
Zika – The species of mosquito that transmits the Zika virus is currently not found in Massachusetts. 
Updates and information on Zika can be found on the Massachusetts Department of Public Health web 
site www.mass.gov/dph/zika and the CDC web site www.cdc.gov/zika. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 

Jeanne M. Gniadek, 
Board of Health Administrator 
 
 































 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT – September 12, 2016 

 
1. Correspondence from the Southbridge Town Manager- the Town 

received a letter of appreciation from the Town of Southbridge, Town 
Manager, thanking the Fire Department for their assistance in 
responding to two Southbridge fires. 
 

2. M.O.R.E /CMRPC Meeting- attended the CMRPC meeting with 
various managers to discuss the Modernization Bill, Public Records 
Law, and Economic Development Legislation. Communities that are 
still in need of Other Post Employee Benefits (OPEB) and prevailing 
wages were also addressed. 
 

3. Regional Stormwater Meeting- will be attending the Regional 
Stormwater meeting to update the requirements for communities in 
Massachusetts on the new regulations, which have been implemented. 
The town has met the current requirements and will be examining the 
new future requirements that will be necessary.  
 

4. Open Space & Recreation Plan Forum - the Planning Board hosted 
an Open Space Recreation Plan Forum for Town Department Heads 
and other interested individuals with the Planning Board’s consultant. 
There is also a public meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 20, 
2016 (6PM –Town Hall). The public is encouraged to attend. A 
stakeholders meeting was held on 8/31/16. 
 

5. State Primary Update- the State Primary was held on September 8, 
2016. Unfortunately, due to the lack of competition, there was an 
insignificant turn out of voters.  
 

6. Rockdale Youth Center Relocation Project - (Disaster Recovery 
Funds) – the project is nearly complete. The Rockdale Youth Center 
has now relocated to 57 Church Avenue and the former building 
(Providence Road) has been razed. The property shall be conveyed to 
the town (to be considered at the Fall Annual Town Meeting).  The 
Whitin Community Center will host an Open House event on 
Thursday, September 29th from 4:30-7:30 to celebrate the project. 
 

7. 2016 MassWorks Infrastructure Grant Application - submitted 
grant request in the amount of $1.6 million to support the continued 
build-out of the Osterman Commerce Park located off on Church 
Street Extension. To date, approx. $7 million has been spent from 
private investment).  

O. 






