
















































































































THE X2 TASER
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• Digital architecture

• Immediate backup shot

• Warning arcs

• Static-resistant Smart cartridges

• Dual lasers

The X2 has taken already 
established successful 
technology to all new levels. 
TASER International has given 
law enforcement exactly what 
we need to do our job more 
safely and effectively.

“

”Sgt. Larry Stone
Gwinnett County Police Department

R.



WHAT IS A TASER?
 It is an Electronic Control Weapon capable of 

delivering an electrical current in order to 
temporarily incapacitate a subject so that immediate 
control can be attained.

 It is a Less-Lethal force option
 Multi-purpose 
Drive Stun
Probe Deployment
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USE OF FORCE CONTINUUM
 Verbal Commands
 Hand Control Techniques
 Compliance Techniques: wristlocks, pepper spray
 Defensive Tactics: strikes, baton strikes
 Lethal/Deadly Force

 Executive Office of Public Safety and Security approved 
the NPD Taser policy in accordance with the Use of Force 
Continuum 
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USE OF FORCE
 Currently there is no other option between striking 

someone with a baton or using a firearm
 ECWs bridge the gap, giving police officers another 

option to use less lethal force in violent encounters
 ECWs are in use by all local police departments 

contiguous to the Town of Northbridge
 MA State Police are in the process of equipping all 

patrol troopers with ECWs
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CAETANO V. MASSACHUSETTS

 March 2016: U.S. Supreme Court overturns the conviction 
of Jaime Caetano who had been charged with possession 
of a stun gun in Ashland

 Court Stated that States should not be in the business of 
demanding that citizens use more force for self defense 
than they are comfortable wielding

 Ruling will apply to police who need to use more force than 
necessary by not having ECWs available to them
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Source:  PERF Report to NIJ, Sept 2009

70% FEWER OFFICER INJURIES

40% FEWER SUSPECT INJURIES

TASERS AS USEFUL TOOLS



TASERS AS USEFUL TOOLS
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Houston Police Department:
93% reduction in worker’s compensation claims
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TASERS AS USEFUL TOOLS

Wake Forest
A 2009 Wake Forest 
University study 
concluded that 99.75% of 
suspects subjected to a 
TASER weapon had no 
significant injuries, 
demonstrating that the 
TASER device is the 
safest use-of-force option 
for police.
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APPLICABILITY TO NPD?
4/18/16

 Officers responded to a report of a female brandishing and 
threatening people with a large kitchen knife

 When located, the female was still brandishing the knife
 Officers were forced to draw their firearms and order the 

female to drop the knife
 Had she not complied, the Officers may have been given 

no choice but to use deadly force
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APPLICABILITY TO NPD?

 25 Resist Arrest or A&B PO 

 224  Mental Health Investigations

 146  “Drug/Narcotic” Calls

 166  “Intoxicated subject” Calls

 Increase use of Bath Salts, Synthetic Drugs and Meth 
Amphetimines which distort reality and cause hallucinations 
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STATISTICS FOR THE YEARS 2013-PRESENT



COST
 6 Tasers @ $1300/unit = $ 7,800.00
 75 cartridges @ $32.60/unit  = $  2,445.00
 Dataport Kit = $     170.52
 Training = $  5,200.00

 Total $ 15,615.52
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COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
R. Gary Bechtholdt II, Town Planner 

7 Main Street Whitinsville, MA 01588 
Phone: (508) 234.2447 Fax: (508) 234.0814 

g b e c h t h o l d t@ n o r t h b r i d g em a s s . o r g  
 

MEMORANDUM  
 

Date:  July 12, 2016 
 

To:  Theodore D. Kozak, Town Manager 
NORTHBRIDGE BOARD OF SELECTMEN    
    

From:  R. Gary Bechtholdt II, Town Planner  
 
RE:   COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT  
  January‐July 2016 Report   
  

Provided  below  is  a  summary  brief  of  topics  I  plan  to  review  during  the Board  of  Selectmen meeting  of 
Monday, July 18, 2016. 
 
SUBDIVISIONS 
The  Planning  Board  continues  to  oversee  the  construction/completion  of  six  (6)  residential  subdivisions: 
CAMELOT  (located off Hill  Street); CARPENTER  ESTATES  (located off Carpenter Road); HEMLOCK  ESTATES 
(located off Sutton Street); LEONARDO ESTATES (located off Highland Street); PRESIDENTIAL FARMS (located 
off Hill Street); and SHINING ROCK GOLF COMMUNITY (located off School Street). 
 
The  Planning  Board  is  currently  in  receipt  of  a  preliminary  plan  (SUNRISE  ESTATES)  for  subject  property 
located off of Fowler Road and South Tessier Street.  The proposed subdivision shows 72 single‐family house 
lots to be located within the Residential‐Three (R3) Zoning District, where the minimum lot size is 20,000 SF 
compared  to 30,000 SF within  the Residential‐One  (R1).   The development proposes  to extend water and 
sewer.   
 
The submittal of a preliminary plan enables the subdivider, the Planning Board, municipal departments and owners of 
abutting properties  to  review subdivision and zoning  requirements and discuss potential concerns before a definitive 
plan is prepared.   The filing of a preliminary plan does not entitle the plan to be recorded at the Registry of Deeds nor 
secure approval of a definitive plan.  Submittal of a preliminary plan followed within 7‐months by a definitive “freezes” 
the zoning in effect with regard to the land for a period of 8‐years from the date of the endorsement of definitive. 

 
SITE PLAN DEVELOPMENTS  
In June 2016, the Planning Board approved site development plan for a self‐storage facility (8 buildings total) 
to be  located off Douglas Road, opposite corners of Castle Hill Road; the Owner/Applicant shall work with 
the Planning Board in formalizing a landscaping design plan that compliments the town’s designation within 
the Blackstone River Valley National Historical Park.  Unfortunately due to their condition the majority of the 
existing trees along Douglas Road will likely be cut‐down.   
 
The Planning Board also approved the change of use for the Linwood Mill Complex allowing for a brewery to 
locate within the existing 2‐story accessory building.   The nano‐brewery (Purgatory Brewery Company) will 
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include a 3‐barrel system which will yield approximately 90‐gallons a week.     According  to  the Owner  the 
brewery is planned to be opened 3‐days a week.   
 
The Planning Board continues to monitor the progress of the build‐out of Osterman Commerce Park.   The 
town plans to partner with the Developer once again this year for a MassWorks Grant for improvements to 
Church Street Extension and Quaker Street.  
  
The site plan review application of the Main Street Commercial Property (‐proposed 4,500SF retail with gas 
station, drive‐thru and carwash) to be  located off of Main Street and Water Street was withdrawn  in June 
2016.  The  Owner/Applicant  plans  to  re‐file  later  this  year,  addressing  engineering  comments, 
traffic/circulation, drainage and other concerns noted during the initial review.  
 
ZONING BYLAW –AMENDMENTS  
In certification received June 28, 2016 the Office of the Attorney General approved the zoning amendment 
articles of the 2016 Spring Annual Town Meeting.     
 
SUBDIVISION RULES & REGULATIONS –AMENDMENTS  
The town’s Subdivision Rules & Regulations were amended in March 2016; amendments  include  increasing 
the  minimum  right‐of‐way  of  minor  and  secondary  streets  (40  to  50‐feet),  standards  for  cul‐de‐sacs, 
placement of street trees, and eliminating fire alarm systems (call‐boxes).  
 
SUTTON/NORTHBRIDGE SEWER EXTENSION (WALMART) 
It  is  the understanding of  the Planning Board  that  the Walmart  facility  located off Main Street  intends  to 
extend and  connect  to Sutton’s municipal  sanitary  sewer  system  (via an  Inter‐Municipal Agreement). The 
Planning  Board  is  encouraged  that  the  sewer  extension  will  create  and  allow  for  enhanced  economic 
development opportunities in Northbridge.  
 
CDBG‐DR ROCKDALE YOUTH CENTER RELOCATION PROJECT  
The Rockdale Youth Center Project continues to progress, with the majority of the renovations now complete 
(only  punchlist  items  remain).    The Whitin  Community  Center  plans  to move  the  RYC  from  its  current 
Providence  Road  location  to  Church Ave  by mid‐August  2016.    The  former  RYC will  be  razed  during  the 
month of August/September; the land will then be conveyed to the town at the Fall Annual Town Meeting.  
 
OPEN SPACE & RECREATION PLAN 
The Planning Board and Open Space & Recreation Plan Update Committee have been working with Beals + 
Thomas consultants in updating the town’s OSRP.  A public workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, July 26, 2016 
beginning at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall.  Attendees will review Goals & Objectives, Priority Action Items and 
other components of the OSRP.  Those interested in learning more or assisting are encouraged to attend.   
 
HOUSING PRODUCTION PLAN  
The Planning Board has been working with Karen Sunnarborg, a housing & planning consultant to prepare a 
Housing Production Plan  for  the  town.   The HPP will provide  the  town with update  to date demographic, 
market  trends and  identify  local housing needs and  strategies  to address  those needs.   A Public Forum  is 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 23, 2016 (7:00PM –Town Hall).  Board of Selectmen, town officials and other 
interested residents are encouraged to attend.  
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The  preparation  of  a  Housing  Production  Plan  shall  be  done  in  accordance  with  the  Massachusetts 
Department of Housing & Community Development  (DHCD) requirements under 760 CMR 56.03(4) and as 
required  to meet  Chapter  40B  Comprehensive  Permit  requirements  for  affordable  housing  production  in 
Massachusetts.    

A Housing Production Plan (HPP)  is a community's proactive strategy for planning and developing affordable housing 
by: creating a strategy to enable it to meet its affordable housing needs in a manner consistent with the Chapter 40B 
statute and regulations; and producing housing units in accordance with the HPP.  The HPP regulation became effective 
on February 22, 2008 when the DHCD promulgated 760 CMR 56.00, Comprehensive Permit; Low or Moderate Income 
Housing.  The HPP  regulation  is  contained  in  760  CMR  56.03(4). HPPs  replace  Planned  Production  under  760  CMR 
31.07(1)  (i).    If a community has a DHCD approved HPP and  is granted certification of compliance with  the plan by 
DHCD, a decision by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) relative to a comprehensive permit application will be deemed 
"consistent with  local needs" under MGL Chapter 40B. "Consistent with  local needs" means the ZBA's decision will be 
upheld by the Housing Appeals Committee. 

 

MASTER PLAN (UPDATE) 
The Planning Board may look to secure funding at the 2016 Fall Annual Town Meeting for the preparation of 
a Master Plan (last updated  in 1994).   Elements of a Master Plan  includes: Goals & Policies; Land Use Plan; 
Housing;  Economic  Development;  Natural  &  Cultural  Resources;  Open  Space  &  Recreation;  Services  & 
Facilities; Circulation; and Implementation.  Question(s) –What do we have or don’t have? What do we want 
our community to be in the future? What are we willing to do to achieve it? 
 
MHC GRANT –GREAT HALL RESTORATION PROJECT 
The Town was one of 22 projects selected for this year’s MA Preservation Projects Fund (Round 22) from the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission.  The Great Hall Restoration Project includes flat plaster and decorative 
plaster repair and painting of the walls and ceiling.   The amount of $175,000.00 was approved at the 2016 
Spring Annual Town Meeting, a matching‐grant of $50,000.00 was awarded to Northbridge.   
 
IT GRANT 
Northbridge was awarded a $16,600.00 IT Grant from the State as part of its Community Compact Initiative.  
Grant  funds will be used  to purchase  computers and other  IT equipment  for Planning, Conservation, and 
Building, as well as, the Board of Health.  
 
BUSINESS BREAKFAST 
On June 1st Northbridge in partnership with the Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce hosted a Business 
Breakfast  at  the Northbridge Memorial  Town Hall.    The  event was well  attended with  approximately  50 
participating  in discussions on economic development opportunities and  initiatives.   Attendees heard from 
municipal staff, Senator Michael Moore, Senator Ryan Fattman and Representative David Muradian, as well 
as, representatives from the MA Office of Business Development and the MA Growth Capital Corporation on 
the various types of programs available to assist in job growth and business retention.   
 
PLANNING BOARD   
The  Planning  Board  now  consists  of  the  following:  Brian Massey,  Chairman; Mark  Key,  Vice  Chairman; 
Pamela  Ferrara,  Clerk; Harry  Berkowitz, Member;  James  Berkowitz, Member;  and  Cynthia  Key, Associate 
Member.    
 
If you should require additional information or have any questions please contact the Planning office. 

 
Cc:  Planning Board    /File  



 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT – June 20, 2016 

 
1. Woonsocket Glass Open House - Attended the open house event and 

received a tour of the new facility which possesses a very impressive 
operation. Manager, Chip Rogers hosted the event with excellent hospitality. 
 

2. Mass. Historic Commission / Local project coordination meeting - 
Attended the Mass. Historical Commission workshop with the Town Planner 
to receive information on how the Great Hall restoration project should be 
conducted based on Mass. historic guidelines. The Town has advertised for 
architect services to oversee the project. 
 

3. FY 17 State Budget / Update - The Governor has signed the State Budget 
and a majority of local aid has been maintained in the budget, including 
specific funds for public safety. We should have more information shortly as 
to how the funds can be spent.  

 
4. Project SERVE [Pleasant Street Christian Reformed Church] / Update - 

70 students, aged 14-18, from across the country have been participating in 
Project Serve this past week, which consist of community projects around 
Worcester County. The community projects included painting fire hydrants, 
and cleaning certain areas in town, among many other things. 
 

5. Central Mass. Mosquito Control - The Central Mass. Mosquito Control 
has published information, which the Board of Health has posted to the 
Towns website, on using the Mosquito Control services and minimize 
mosquito infiltration in your yard. 
 

6. Announcement: Open Space & Recreation Plan Update / Public Workshop 
–Tuesday, July 26, 2016 (6:00 PM –Town Hall)  
 

7. Announcement: Housing Production Plan / Public Forum –Tuesday, 
August 23, 2016 (7:00 PM –Town Hall)  
 

8. Announcement: Evergreen Center’s Multicultural Festival – Saturday, July 
23, 2016, 11 AM to 5 PM @ 345 Fortune Blvd., Milford (Rain Date:  
Sunday, July 24, 2016   

 

T.
















